why clicker training is bad

why clicker training is bad is a topic that invites critical examination of one of the most
popular animal training methods today. Clicker training, widely regarded for its positive
reinforcement techniques, has garnered praise for its effectiveness and humane approach.
However, despite its popularity, there are several concerns and limitations associated with
this method that merit discussion. Understanding why clicker training is bad in certain
contexts involves analyzing its drawbacks, potential for misuse, and the scenarios where it
may fall short compared to other training strategies. This article delves into these aspects,
providing a balanced view that highlights not only the benefits but also the disadvantages
and risks of clicker training. From behavioral issues to dependency problems, and from
misunderstanding the technique to the challenges in application, this comprehensive
analysis aims to inform trainers, pet owners, and enthusiasts. The following sections will
explore the main reasons why clicker training might not always be the best choice and
what alternatives or precautions should be considered.

Overreliance and Dependency on the Clicker

Misinterpretation and Incorrect Application

Limitations in Addressing Complex Behavioral Problems

Potential Stress and Confusion for the Animal

Incompatibility with Certain Training Goals and Environments

Overreliance and Dependency on the Clicker

One of the primary reasons why clicker training is bad in some cases is the
overdependence it can create on the clicker device itself. Animals trained exclusively with a
clicker may develop a strong association between the sound and the reward, which can
lead to issues when the clicker is not present. This dependency can hinder generalization of
learned behaviors to real-life situations where the clicker is unavailable. Trainers and
owners may find that their pets do not respond to commands without the auditory cue,
limiting the versatility and reliability of the training.

Behavioral Reliance and Reduced Flexibility

When animals rely heavily on the clicker, it can reduce their ability to perform commands
based on natural cues or verbal commands alone. This can be problematic in everyday
settings, especially in emergencies where the clicker cannot be used. The animal might
become confused or unresponsive, diminishing the practicality of the training.



Transition Challenges

Phasing out the clicker requires patience and skill, but many trainers struggle with this
transition. Without proper fading of the clicker signal, animals may resist or revert to
undesirable behaviors, thus complicating long-term training success and undermining the
initial training investment.

Misinterpretation and Incorrect Application

Clicker training depends heavily on precise timing and consistency, which if not properly
maintained, can lead to confusion and ineffective results. Misuse or misunderstanding of
clicker training principles is a significant factor contributing to why clicker training is bad for
some trainers and animals. Inconsistent use of the clicker or delayed clicking can cause
animals to associate the click with the wrong behavior, leading to frustration and behavioral
errors.

Timing Errors and Their Consequences

The click must mark the exact moment the desired behavior occurs. If the click is too early
or too late, the animal may learn the wrong behavior or become unsure of what is
expected. This timing sensitivity requires a high level of trainer skill and attention, which is
not always present, especially among novice trainers.

Inadequate Reinforcement Strategies

Clicker training is only as effective as the reinforcements that follow the click. Poor choices
in rewards or inconsistent reinforcement schedules can diminish motivation and
engagement, resulting in slower progress or behavioral regression.

Limitations in Addressing Complex Behavioral
Problems

While clicker training excels at teaching basic commands and tricks, it has notable
limitations when dealing with more complex or deeply ingrained behavioral issues. This
limitation is a core aspect of why clicker training is bad for certain cases, particularly those
involving anxiety, aggression, or trauma-related behaviors.

Inadequacy for Aggression or Fear-Based Behaviors

Clicker training, focusing on positive reinforcement, may not be sufficient to modify
aggressive or fearful behaviors that require more comprehensive behavior modification
plans. These issues often necessitate management strategies, desensitization, counter-
conditioning, or professional intervention that go beyond simple click-and-reward



techniques.

Slow Progress on Complex Issues

Animals with complicated behavioral challenges may show minimal improvement with
clicker training alone. The method’s reliance on incremental behavior shaping may be too
gradual or indirect for urgent behavioral corrections, potentially prolonging problematic
conditions.

Potential Stress and Confusion for the Animal

Despite its reputation as a positive and stress-free training method, clicker training can
inadvertently cause stress or confusion under certain circumstances. This paradox
highlights why clicker training is bad when improperly implemented or when animals have
specific temperaments or learning styles that do not align well with the technique.

Overstimulation and Frustration

Repeated clicking without timely or adequate rewards might lead to frustration or anxiety.
Animals may become stressed if they fail to understand what is being reinforced, especially
if the clicker is used too frequently or inconsistently.

Difficulty for Some Animals to Understand the
Association

Not all animals respond equally well to the sound-based marker system. Some may find the
clicker noise distracting or aversive, hindering their learning process. This variation in
responsiveness suggests that clicker training is not universally effective.

Incompatibility with Certain Training Goals and
Environments

Clicker training is not suitable for every training goal or environment, which further explains
why clicker training is bad in specific contexts. Situations that require immediate
compliance or work in noisy, distracting environments may not be ideal for clicker use.

Challenges in High-Distraction or Outdoor Settings

In environments with loud noises or multiple stimuli, the clicker sound can be drowned out
or confused with other sounds. This reduces the clarity of the marker and diminishes the
effectiveness of the training session.



Not Ideal for Emergency or Safety Training

Training for critical commands, such as emergency recalls, may require methods that
prioritize immediate response over the incremental shaping typical of clicker training. In
these cases, reliance on a clicker may delay response times and reduce safety.

List of Contexts Where Clicker Training Might Be
Ineffective

e Emergency recall training
e High-distraction outdoor environments
¢ Animals with hearing impairments

e Severe behavioral and emotional disorders

e Situations requiring instant obedience without hesitation

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do some trainers believe clicker training is bad for
dogs?

Some trainers believe clicker training is bad because it can create a dependency on the
sound, potentially leading to confusion or stress if the clicker is not used consistently or

properly.

Can clicker training cause confusion in pets?

Yes, if clicker training is not timed correctly or if the pet does not understand the
association between the click and the reward, it can cause confusion and hinder learning.

Is clicker training ineffective for certain animal
behaviors?

Clicker training may be less effective for behaviors that require immediate safety responses
or in situations where animals are highly stressed or distracted.

Does clicker training ignore the pet's emotional state?

Critics argue that clicker training focuses heavily on behavior modification without
addressing the underlying emotional or psychological needs of the pet.



Can over-reliance on clicker training reduce natural
communication?

Yes, some believe that over-reliance on clicker training might reduce the use of natural
body language and vocal cues between the trainer and the animal.

Is clicker training suitable for all types of animals?

No, clicker training is not suitable for all animals as some species may not respond well to
auditory cues or may have different learning styles.

Does clicker training risk reinforcing unwanted
behaviors?

If the timing of the click is off or if the trainer accidentally clicks at the wrong moment, it
can unintentionally reinforce undesirable behaviors.

Additional Resources

1. Clicker Training Exposed: The Hidden Flaws Behind the Click

This book delves into the potential downsides of clicker training, highlighting cases where it
may cause confusion or stress in animals. It discusses the limitations of relying solely on
clickers and explores alternative training methods that can foster better communication.
Readers will gain insight into when and why clicker training might not be the best choice for
certain pets.

2. The Clicker Trap: Why Positive Reinforcement Isn't Always Positive

Focusing on the psychological impacts of clicker training, this book examines how over-
reliance on clickers can lead to dependency and decreased natural behavior in animals. It
critiques the one-size-fits-all approach and encourages trainers to consider individual
animal needs. The author presents research and anecdotes to support a more balanced
training philosophy.

3. Breaking the Clicker Habit: Rethinking Modern Animal Training

This book challenges the prevailing popularity of clicker training by presenting evidence of
its shortcomings. It discusses how the mechanical nature of the clicker may interrupt the
animal’s learning process and reduce emotional bonding. Readers are encouraged to
explore more holistic and intuitive training techniques.

4. When Clickers Fail: Understanding the Limits of Marker Training

A critical analysis of marker-based training systems, including clickers, this book highlights
scenarios where these tools can backfire. It addresses problems such as mis-timed clicks,
overgeneralization, and behavioral issues arising from inconsistent use. The author offers
practical advice for trainers to avoid common pitfalls.

5. Beyond the Click: Why Traditional Training Methods Still Matter
This book argues that despite the rise of clicker training, traditional training approaches
hold significant value. It compares the effectiveness of clicker training with classical



techniques, pointing out situations where the latter is more successful. The text includes
case studies demonstrating the enduring relevance of time-tested methods.

6. The Dark Side of Clicker Training: Stress and Anxiety in Animals

Exploring the emotional effects of clicker training, this book reveals how some animals may
experience increased stress or anxiety due to repetitive clicking. It discusses signs trainers
should watch for and alternative strategies to reduce negative emotional responses. The
author advocates for a compassionate approach that prioritizes animal welfare.

7. Clicks and Consequences: The Ethical Dilemmas of Clicker Training

This book tackles the ethical questions surrounding the use of clicker training, including
manipulation and consent issues. It encourages readers to reflect on the moral
responsibilities of trainers and the impact of using conditioned reinforcers. Thought-
provoking scenarios challenge the assumption that clicker training is always humane.

8. Unclicking the Mind: Psychological Risks of Clicker Training

Focusing on cognitive effects, this book explores how clicker training might impair an
animal’s problem-solving abilities and creativity. It argues that reliance on external cues
can limit independent thinking and adaptability. The author suggests incorporating free-
choice learning to foster mental flexibility.

9. When Clicks Go Wrong: Troubleshooting Common Clicker Training Mistakes

This practical guide identifies frequent errors in clicker training that can lead to behavioral
setbacks or confusion. It offers step-by-step solutions to fix timing issues, over-marking,
and inconsistent reinforcement. Trainers will find valuable tips to improve outcomes or
decide when to abandon the clicker altogether.
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why clicker training is bad: PuppyOs, Problems: The Good, The Bad & The Downright
Ugly Patsy Parry, 2012-11-15 Puppies come in all shapes and sizes and so do their problems. If only
we all had that model dog that was a breeze to house train, never chased the children around the
garden biting ankles and never ever jumped on us just after they had been wallowing in a mud bath
that would do a rhino justice! This book will help with all the problems you may encounter with your
pup with the hope you will both emerge from puppyhood relatively unscathed by the experience and
with a relationship based on understanding and trust. Patsy Parry has been training puppies and
their owners for over 15 years. She is a member and committee member of the Association of Pet
Dog Trainers and abides by a strict code of conduct that no psychologically threatening or coercive
methods will be used in training. She strongly believes it is all about building the right relationship
with your puppy, one based on understanding and respecting dogs for what they are. She holds a
Diploma in Companion Animal Behaviour and Training.

why clicker training is bad: Bad Dog to Good Dog Quixi Sonntag, 2007-06-17 The days when
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dogs ran without leashes and ate table scraps are long gone. Most pups today eat in the kitchen,
play in the living room, and sleep in humans’ beds at night. Along with these changes come higher
expectations for dogs’ behavior in order to ensure order, safety, and years of fun. Veterinarian and
writer Quixi Sonntag teaches readers how to handle the modern needs of their dogs. Focusing on
the psychological effects of breed development and conditioning, Sonntag stresses the importance of
regular training and offers step-by-step exercises that range from basic to challenging for owners
and their dogs to do together. This is the ideal book for dog owners who want their dogs to be
happy, healthy family members.

why clicker training is bad: What Horses Really Want Lynn Acton, 2020-07-07 A book
chock-full of answers to horse-behavior questions that will change your horse's life for the
better.Horses want partners they trust. Meeting their need for security makes them more tuned-in,
calmer, and more reliable. In her engaging book, highly illustrated with professional color
photographs, certified riding instructor Lynn Acton, MS, shows you how, with practical step-by-step
instructions. You'll see that progress can be surprisingly fast with methods that are gentle,
time-tested, backed by science, and that make intuitive sense to your horse.Discover how to earn
trust and make training more efficient by engaging horses’ innate intelligence, maintaining clear
two-way communication, and considering their point of view. This leadership approach has been
used successfully for centuries by people of all backgrounds and skill levels on horses at all levels of
training. Acton refers to this relationship as Protector Leadership because you are the horse’s
protector. In these pages, she combines extensive horse experience and an academic background in
social dynamics with in-depth research. She interprets and cites the scientific findings that explain
why Protector Leadership works, and offers valuable insights into equine psychology while exposing
myths that are sources of problems. Plus, Acton includes “Things to Try” at the end of each
chapter—fun and easy-to-implement exercises that help you engage your horse as a thinking
partnerThroughout, the narrative includes stories of Acton's progress with her own horses, including
mistakes and hindsight, and especially the transformation of the book’s cover girl Brandy from a
dangerous throwaway to a happy, reliable partner.Clear, detailed photographs show the subtle body
language of horses and people, and illustrate critical interactions that make a real difference in our
relationships, communication, and training.These are a few of the concrete skills you will learn:-Earn
trust starting the moment you meet a horse.-Recognize “misbehavior” that actually means your
horse is thinking like a partner.-Turn pressure into clear communication instead of stress.-Use
Positive Reinforcement for better learning, behavior, and reliability.-Turn anxiety and spooks into
confidence building situations.-Discourage unwanted behavior without punishment.-Allow your horse
appropriate choices and freedom.As your bond strengthens, you can enjoy watching your horse’s
true personality blossom. A thoughtful, progressive book for riders of all disciplines and students of
the horse of all experience levels.

why clicker training is bad: Starting from Scratch Pam Johnson-Bennett, 2007-11-27 The
author of Think Like a Cat, Catwise, and Cat vs. Cat, tells how to turn problem cats into purr- fect
pets Certified Animal Behavior Consultant Pam Johnson-Bennett, is back to help readers bring out
their pet's inner pussycat regardless of the cat's age. Geared specifically for owners of adult cats, be
they recently adopted or long time family pets, this book illustrates how it's never too late to correct
behavior problems. With her trademark wit and common sense, Pam covers every aspect of a cat's
lifestyle, behavior, and environment and gives cat owners specific techniques to help seemingly
set-in-their-ways cats change for the better. Authoritative and entertaining, Starting from Scratch is
the next best thing to a house call from the world's top feline behaviorist.

why clicker training is bad: Canine and Feline Behavior for Veterinary Technicians and
Nurses Debbie Martin, Julie K. Shaw, 2023-05-18 Canine and Feline Behavior for Veterinary
Technicians and Nurses A complete and modern guide to the veterinary technician’s role in
behavioral preventive services This fully revised second edition of Canine and Feline Behavior for
Veterinary Technicians and Nurses presents a comprehensive, up-to-date guide for veterinary
technicians and nurses seeking to understand their patients on a deeper level, implement preventive



behavior medicine, and assist veterinarians with behavioral interventions. The book provides a
grounding in the behavioral, mental, and emotional needs of dogs and cats, and offers an invaluable
daily reference for daily interactions with patients and clients. Along with brand-new coverage of
Fear Free® veterinary visits, the authors have included discussions of animal behavior and
development, communication, behavior modification, problem prevention, and behavior solutions. A
companion website offers more than 50 video tutorials, multiple choice questions, PowerPoint slides,
and appendices. This Second Edition also provides: A thorough introduction to the role of veterinary
technicians in animal behavior Comprehensive explorations of canine and feline behavior and
development Discussion of the complexities and richness of the human-animal bond Details on
implementing emotionally protective practices into the veterinary and husbandry care Practical
strategies for learning and behavior modification, problem prevention, behavior solutions, and
communication and connection amongst the animal behavior team Canine and Feline Behavior for
Veterinary Technicians and Nurses is an essential reference for veterinary technicians and nurses,
and will also benefit veterinary technology and nursing students seeking comprehensive information
about an increasingly relevant topic.

why clicker training is bad: Bad Dog Martin Kihn, 2011-04-05 (A true story.) Meet Hola.
She’s a nightmare, but it’s not her fault if she tackles strangers and chews on furniture, or if she
runs after buses and fried chicken containers and drug dealers. No one ever told her not to. Worse
yet, she scares her family. Hola may be the most beautiful Bernese mountain dog in the world, but
she’s never been trained. At least not by anyone who knew what he was doing. Hola’s supposed
master, Marty, is a high-functioning alcoholic. A TV writer turned management consultant, Marty’s
in debt and out of shape; he’s about to lose his job, and one day he emerges from a haze of
peach-flavored vodka to find he’s on the verge of losing his wife, Gloria, too, if he can’t get his
life—and his dog—under control. Desperately trying to save his marriage, Marty throws himself
headlong into the world of competitive dog training. Unfortunately, he knows even less than Hola,
the only dog ever to be expelled from her puppy preschool twice. Somehow, together, they need to
get through the American Kennel Club’s rigorous Canine Good Citizen test. Of course, Hola first
needs to learn how to sit. It won’t be easy. It certainly won’t be pretty. But maybe, just maybe, there
will be cheesecake.

why clicker training is bad: The Thinking Dog Gail Fisher, 2009 It is such a joy to work with a
dog who proactively engages in behaviors while you build a relationship that will surprise you in its
depth and versatility. Clicker training has proven to be the most effective means of developing a
Thinking Dog, one who offers behaviors in anticipation of a reward rather than a dog who has been
trained only to wait for his owner's commands. One of the biggest obstacles the new clicker trainer
faces, however, is his or her own history of training and habits of working with a dog. But you can
make the transition once you understand how dogs learn and the mechanisms of operant
conditioning. Learn from author Gail Fisher's crossover experiences as well as those of the hundreds
of students she has helped make the change over the past thirteen years. You will learn: * How dog
training has evolved over the past 100 years, the strengths and weaknesses of various training
styles, and to what extent you can intergrate your previous methods with clicker training. * The
particular challenges you will face as you crossover from whatever style of training you have used in
the past (compulsion, luring, etc.) to clicker training. * The detailed nuts and bolts of clicker training
- from getting a behavior started, to methods of rewarding, to reducing the need to click and treat
over time while still getting the results you want. * How to work with dogs trained with force or
harsh methods and change them into behavior-offering dynamos.

why clicker training is bad: The Thinking Dog Gail Tamases Fisher, 2009 It is such a joy to
work with a dog who proactively engages in behaviors while you build a relationship that will
surprise you in its depth and versatility. Clicker training has proven to be the most effective means
of developing a Thinking Dog, one who offers behaviors in anticipation of a reward rather than a dog
who has been trained only to wait for his owner's commands. One of the biggest obstacles the new
clicker trainer faces, however, is his or her own history of training and habits of working with a dog.



But you can make the transition once you understand how dogs learn and the mechanisms of
operant conditioning. Learn from author Gail Fisher's crossover experiences as well as those of the
hundreds of students she has helped make the change over the past thirteen years. You will
learn:How dog training has evolved over the past 100 years, the strengths and weaknesses of
various training styles, and to what extent you can intergrate your previous methods with clicker
training. The particular challenges you will face as you crossover from whatever style of training you
have used in the past (compulsion, luring, etc.) to clicker training. The detailed nuts and bolts of
clicker training04from getting a behavior started, to methods of rewarding, to reducing the need to
click and treat over time while still getting the results you want. How to work with dogs trained with
force or harsh methods and change them into behavior-offering dynamos. What reviewers are saying
... MIDWEST BOOK REVIEWWritten by Gail Tamases Fisher, a professional dog trainer of over thirty
years' experience, The Thinking Dog: Crossover to Clicker Training is a guide to using clicker
training to develop a thinking dog who offers behaviors in anticipation of a reward, rather than a
passive dog trained simply to wait for its owner's commands. Someone new to clicker training may
find it difficult to break out of familiar routines; The Thinking Dog: Crossover to Clicker Training
teaches one how to surpass one's own ingrained habits while learning the nuts and bolts of operant
conditioning. By definition, LLW [loose-leash walking] means there is no tension in the leash. This
rule is absolute: Your dog may not pull and be successful. Any time your dog pulls and gets to move
forward, pulling is reinforced. So from the moment you start training LLW, any time your dog is on
leash, you are either in training, or using equipment that prevents pulling, such as a
front-connection harness or head halter. Do not use a Flexi- or bungi-lead as they reward pulling. An
excellent, easy-to-use manual for amateur and professional dog trainers alike, handily illustrated
with black-and-white photographs. James A. CoxDOG WORLDWhen Gail Tamases Fisher attended
her first clicker-training seminar in 1996, she was already a skilled trainer and the author of two
books. She had built a successful career on the Volhard motivational method.I was happy with how I
trained for the 20-plus years that I had used and taught this approach, believing it was by far the
best way to train for both dogs and people, Fisher writes. As her skepticism vanished, she began
incorporating clicker training into her methodology. She explains her decision in a balanced manner:
Nothing in this book is intended to denigrate any approach or diminish your success with whatever
training method you have used.

why clicker training is bad: Train Your Dog Successfully: 90 Dog Training TIPS Shu
Chen Hou, Are you struggling to train your furry friend? Do you find yourself constantly frustrated
with their bad behavior and unsure of how to correct it? Look no further than Train Your Dog
Successfully: 90 Dog Training Tips - the ultimate guide to helping you and your dog build a strong,
healthy relationship. With 90 tips covering everything from general dog training to caring for your
dog and crate training, this eBook has everything you need to know to turn your dog into a
well-behaved companion. You'll learn the importance of focusing on the good things your dog does,
rewarding positive behavior instead of punishing negative behavior, and being proactive in
preventing bad behavior from happening in the first place. You'll also discover the difference
between boredom and separation anxiety, and learn how to address both issues effectively. And if
you're looking for a new training method to try, you'll learn about the benefits of clicker training and
how it can help reinforce positive behavior. Don't let bad behavior get in the way of your relationship
with your furry friend. Order Train Your Dog Successfully: 90 Dog Training Tips today and start
building a strong, healthy bond with your dog that will last a lifetime.

why clicker training is bad: The Anatolian Shepherd as a Family Dog Ben Smith, 2021-11-15
New Anatolian owner Ben Smith was caught off-guard when he rescued his lovable, headstrong
puppy Theo. Having never owned a Livestock Guardian breed before, Ben and his wife Laura didn't
know what to do, or how to handle, a new puppy who seemed driven to work every second of the
day. Through lots of hard work, trial-and-error, and patient love, they learned what it takes to keep
an active Anatolian Shepherd puppy engaged, exercised, and fulfilled living a non-working life as a
family dog. Through this process, they realized that it takes a unique approach to keep Theo happy



and fulfilled even when he doesn't have a flock to guard or a full-time job to do. Using input and
advice from several members of the ASDCA (Anatolian Shepherd Dog Club of America), this book is
a culmination of Ben's experiences with Theo that is designed to help any new Anatolian owner know
exactly what to expect from this incredible and unique breed. Covering topics such as: The history of
the Anatolian Shepherd Behavioral characteristics Preparing for an Anatolian in your home Supplies
you'll need to have Housetraining Socializing an Anatolian with other breeds Physically AND
mentally exercising an Anatolian Basic training concepts and techniques Dealing with unwanted
behaviors Nutrition advice Health and wellness Senior Anatolian Shepherd care The Anatolian
Shepherd has an unmistakable personality that necessitates potential owners to do their homework
to appreciate and realize the full potential of this strong and highly intelligent breed. Traditionally a
working breed, any new owner who is bringing an ASD into their home as a family companion needs
to understand the personality and requirements that come along with ownership. This book outlines
exactly what any family should know to successfully raise an ASD from puppyhood to old age and to
create the best environment for the Anatolian Shepherd and family to thrive together. Contained
within these pages you will find tips, tricks, and anecdotal evidence to help you understand the
advice presented in this book. The Anatolian Shepherd Dog is truly a thing of beauty, and by arming
yourself with the knowledge to better prepare for life with your ASD, you are well on your way to
many rewarding years with your family dog.

why clicker training is bad: Animal Behavior for Shelter Veterinarians and Staff Emily
Weiss, Heather Mohan-Gibbons, Stephen Zawistowski, 2015-05-15 Animal Behavior for Shelter
Veterinarians and Staff presents and evaluates the available research and programs that address
both animal and human behaviors associated with the intake, management and rehoming of dog and
cats. Introductions to dog and cat behavior relevant to any animal professional Reviews behavioral
reasons for the relinquishment of dogs and cats Describes intake and assessment protocol, shelter
design, training and enrichment programs that reduce stress and enhance behavioral well-being
Concepts to improve the adoption process and support the human-animal bond post-adoption

why clicker training is bad: It's a Horse's Life! Joanne Friedman, 2003-11 Equines are big
business in this country, and that's not to be taken lightly, but as anyone who has spent much time
around them knows, horses have a sense of themselves and refuse to be pigeon-holed, catalogued or
otherwise restrained. When they are given their due as individual personalities, as they are in this
book, an occasional startled giggle has to result. Calling on forty-plus years of experience, extensive
research, and lots of trial-and-error, Joanne Friedman has put together a celebration of life with
horses. A horseman's most important piece of equipment is a sense of humor, and Friedman liberally
spices her advice with horse laughs. Whenever horses are called on to participate in human
enlightenment, they do so with great enthusiasm and good humor. Meet the horses that populate
Friedman's world, and your perception of life with horses will never be the same. Join Friedman and
the horses of Gallant Hope Farm as they slog through mud season, experience Murphy's Law in full
effect at a show, set up a (mostly) working farm, and learn about clicker training. Your perception of
life with horses will never be the same.

why clicker training is bad: Retrieving for All Occasions Elsa Blomster, Lena Gunnarsson,
2015-05-07 Do you have a gun dog and want to have a great time working with your dog and
perhaps enter a field trial? Do you want to find a training method where your dog has just as much
fun as you do? Do you want to learn how to combine reward based training and field trial training? If
so, this is the book for you. Retrieving for All Occasions is an accessible and inspiring book about
how you can use the reward based training philosophy in your gun dog training. The book describes
an approach to gun dog training that will challenge you to try something new - if you have the desire
and will to do so. This book includes over 100 exercises to train a talented spaniel or retriever. The
exercises are for introductory field trial classes for spaniels and retrievers, but this book is also
useful for those who have pointers or setters and want to train them for gun dog work.

why clicker training is bad: The Clicked Retriever Lana Mitchell, 2005-10 The retrieve is
one of the most difficult skills for most dogs to master in competitive obedience. It is difficult



because it involves a long series of steps that the dog must learn in order to complete the exercise
successfully. Many trainers are realizing that teaching a complex series of behaviors like this is most
easily done through the use of clicker training. The Clicker Retiever teaches you step-by-step how to
clicker train your dog to do a solid, enthusiastic and reliable retrieve. Learning no-force techniques
builds trust between you and your dog, makes training more enjoyable for both of you, and sets you
up for life-long training success built on scientific principles, respect and fun. The Clicked Retriever
also shows you how to apply retrieving skills to other activities such as flyball and service dog
training.

why clicker training is bad: The Cat Encyclopedia DK, 2014-07-01 DK's new cat book, The
Cat Encyclopedia, includes an introduction to feline anatomy, expert advice on kitten and cat care,
and a celebration of cats in art and culture. Stunning photos of cat breeds from around the world
form the core of the book, with information on the characteristics, origins, and behavior of each cat,
as well as famous patrons of the breed. The Cat Encyclopedia is a celebration of all things feline,
with a fully illustrated catalog of cat breeds including those recognized by TICA, CFA, GCCF and
FIFe. The Cat Encyclopedia contains everything you need to know about cats in one easy-reference
volume.

why clicker training is bad: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Positive Dog Training Pamela
Dennison, 2003 Looks at positive training methods, including basic commands, puppy socialization,
dealing with aggression, correcting bad behaviors, and crate training.

why clicker training is bad: The Ultimate German Shepherd Guide Diaa, 2025-05-20 This book
is a comprehensive guide for German Shepherd enthusiasts, covering everything you need to know
about raising and caring for this exceptional breed. Through detailed chapters, it explores the
history and origins of the breed, its physical characteristics and breed standards, and the loyal,
protective personality traits that make the German Shepherd an ideal companion and guardian. The
book provides insights on choosing the right puppy or adult dog, preparing your home for their
arrival, and meeting their dietary and health needs. It also includes guidance on grooming essentials
and preventative care for common health issues. Whether you're new to owning a German Shepherd
or have previous experience, this book offers the knowledge and tools needed to build a strong and
lasting bond with your dog, making them a valued part of your life filled with loyalty, protection, and
companionship.

why clicker training is bad: Annie On... Dogs! Anne Rogers Clark, 2005-08 Anne Rogers Clark
has a background and a depth of experience in dogs which is unparalleled. For over 50 years she has
been immersed in every aspect of purebred dogs, always at the top level. She has showed dogs of
every imaginable breed to the highest honors; she has bred top-winning champions in a number of
different breeds; she has judged dogs, hundreds of thousands of dogs, at almost every major dog
show and in practically every country of the world. In this book Mrs. Clark shares her personal
memories, experience, advice and stories from a lifetime in dogs.

why clicker training is bad: Reaching the Animal Mind Karen Pryor, 2009-06-16 The
celebrated pioneer in the field of no-punishment dog training and author of the bestseller Don't
Shoot the Dog! explains her innovative training method that has changed the lives of millions of
animals.

why clicker training is bad: Cat Fancy, 2008-03
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