
why are politics and political science
important

why are politics and political science important is a fundamental question
that touches the core of modern society and governance. Politics shapes how
societies organize themselves, make collective decisions, and distribute
power. Political science, as an academic discipline, provides systematic
study and analysis of political systems, behaviors, and structures.
Understanding the importance of politics and political science sheds light on
the mechanisms behind policy-making, governance, and citizen participation.
This knowledge is crucial for fostering informed communities, promoting
democracy, and addressing global challenges. This article explores the
significance of politics and political science by examining their roles in
governance, societal development, public policy, and global relations. The
following sections provide a detailed analysis of why politics and political
science are indispensable in contemporary life.

The Role of Politics in Society

Understanding Political Science and Its Purpose

Politics and Political Science in Governance and Policy-Making

The Impact of Politics and Political Science on Citizen Participation

Global Significance of Politics and Political Science

The Role of Politics in Society
Politics is the process through which groups of people make collective
decisions. It influences almost every aspect of social life, from laws and
regulations to resource allocation and social justice. Politics determines
how power and authority are distributed and exercised within a community or
nation. It is not limited to government institutions but extends to
organizations, communities, and international bodies.

Defining Politics
Politics encompasses activities related to governance, policymaking,
negotiation, and conflict resolution. It involves the interaction between
individuals, groups, and institutions to achieve common goals or protect
interests. Political activities range from voting and campaigning to lobbying
and public debate, all of which shape societal norms and outcomes.



Politics as a Mechanism for Social Order
One of the primary functions of politics is to maintain social order. Through
laws, policies, and governance structures, politics creates frameworks that
regulate behavior and resolve disputes. This helps prevent chaos and promotes
stability within societies, enabling individuals and communities to coexist
peacefully.

Understanding Political Science and Its Purpose
Political science is the systematic study of politics, government systems,
political behavior, and institutional design. It seeks to understand how
political power operates, how policies are formulated, and how political
actors interact. The discipline employs empirical research, theoretical
frameworks, and comparative analysis to provide insights into political
phenomena.

Branches of Political Science
Political science is a broad field with several sub-disciplines, including:

Comparative Politics: Examines political systems across different
countries to identify patterns and differences.

International Relations: Studies interactions between nations, including
diplomacy, conflict, and cooperation.

Political Theory: Explores fundamental questions about justice, rights,
and the nature of political authority.

Public Administration: Focuses on the implementation of government
policies and the functioning of bureaucracies.

Political Methodology: Develops quantitative and qualitative methods to
analyze political data.

The Purpose of Political Science
Political science aims to provide citizens, policymakers, and scholars with
knowledge to better understand political processes and institutions. It
enhances critical thinking about governance and promotes informed decision-
making. By studying political science, societies can devise more effective
policies, improve democratic practices, and anticipate political challenges.



Politics and Political Science in Governance
and Policy-Making
Governance refers to the structures and processes through which societies are
managed. Politics and political science are central to developing governance
models that reflect public interests and ensure accountability. Political
science informs policy-making by analyzing the impacts of laws and
regulations and suggesting improvements based on empirical evidence.

Role in Policy Formulation
Political science provides tools to understand how policies are created, the
interests involved, and the consequences of policy decisions. Policymakers
rely on political analysis to design legislation that addresses societal
needs effectively. This includes evaluating public opinion, economic factors,
and legal constraints.

Promoting Transparency and Accountability
Politics, when informed by political science, can enhance transparency and
accountability in government operations. Political scientists study
mechanisms such as electoral systems, checks and balances, and judicial
review to ensure that power is not abused. This contributes to building trust
between governments and their citizens.

The Impact of Politics and Political Science on
Citizen Participation
Active citizen participation is vital for a healthy democracy. Politics and
political science emphasize the importance of civic engagement and political
literacy. Understanding political processes enables citizens to make informed
choices and hold leaders accountable.

Encouraging Civic Engagement
Political science educates people on their rights and responsibilities within
a political system. It highlights various forms of participation beyond
voting, such as activism, public discourse, and community organizing.
Encouraging participation helps ensure that diverse voices influence
political decisions.



Enhancing Political Awareness
Studying political science increases awareness of the complexities of
governance and political behavior. It helps citizens discern misinformation,
understand policy implications, and critically evaluate political claims.
This leads to more effective democratic participation and societal progress.

Global Significance of Politics and Political
Science
In an increasingly interconnected world, politics and political science have
global relevance. International relations, diplomacy, and global governance
depend on understanding political dynamics across borders. Political science
contributes to resolving conflicts, promoting human rights, and addressing
transnational issues such as climate change and security.

International Cooperation and Conflict Resolution
Political science analyzes the causes of conflicts and the conditions for
peace. It provides frameworks for negotiation, treaties, and international
organizations that facilitate cooperation among nations. Effective politics
at the global level is essential for maintaining stability and fostering
development.

Addressing Global Challenges
Political science helps identify policy solutions to global problems like
poverty, migration, and environmental degradation. By studying international
systems and political economy, scholars and practitioners develop strategies
that coordinate efforts across countries and institutions.

Summary of Key Reasons Why Politics and Political
Science Are Important

Politics shapes societal organization, power distribution, and decision-
making processes.

Political science provides a systematic understanding of political
systems and behaviors.

Both are essential for effective governance, policy formulation, and
democratic accountability.

They encourage citizen participation and political literacy crucial for



healthy democracies.

They play a critical role in addressing global issues and fostering
international cooperation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is the study of politics important in society?
The study of politics is important because it helps individuals understand
how power and resources are distributed and how decisions that affect society
are made, enabling informed participation in governance.

How does political science contribute to better
governance?
Political science provides analytical tools and theoretical frameworks that
help design effective policies, improve governmental institutions, and
promote accountability and transparency in governance.

Why should citizens care about politics?
Citizens should care about politics because political decisions impact their
daily lives, including issues like education, healthcare, and security, and
active participation ensures their voices are heard.

In what ways does political science impact social
justice?
Political science examines power dynamics and institutional structures,
helping to identify and address inequalities, promote human rights, and
support the development of fair and inclusive policies.

How does understanding politics help in resolving
conflicts?
Understanding politics enables individuals and leaders to navigate
conflicting interests, negotiate compromises, and develop peaceful solutions
that consider diverse perspectives and promote stability.

Why is political awareness critical in a democracy?
Political awareness is critical in a democracy because it empowers citizens
to make informed choices, hold leaders accountable, and actively participate



in shaping policies that reflect the public's needs and values.

Additional Resources
1. Why Politics Matters: An Introduction to Political Science
This book offers a comprehensive overview of political science, emphasizing
the role politics plays in shaping societies and influencing everyday life.
It explores fundamental concepts such as power, governance, and civic
engagement. Readers gain insight into why understanding politics is essential
for informed citizenship and effective participation in democratic processes.

2. The Importance of Politics in Modern Society
Focusing on contemporary political challenges, this book examines how
politics affects social justice, economic development, and global relations.
It highlights the significance of political institutions and policies in
addressing critical issues like inequality and climate change. The author
argues that active political involvement is crucial for societal progress and
stability.

3. Politics and Power: Understanding Influence in Society
This text delves into the dynamics of power within political systems and how
it shapes decision-making at various levels. It explains the mechanisms
through which political actors gain and maintain influence, offering readers
a deeper appreciation of political strategies and conflicts. The book
underscores the importance of political science in decoding these complex
interactions.

4. Political Science: The Backbone of Democracy
By exploring the foundational principles of democracy, this book illustrates
the indispensable role political science plays in sustaining democratic
governance. It addresses topics such as electoral systems, political parties,
and citizen participation. The author makes a compelling case for why
political literacy strengthens democratic institutions and protects freedoms.

5. Engaging Citizens: The Role of Politics in Civic Life
This book focuses on the connection between politics and citizen engagement,
highlighting how political awareness fosters community involvement and social
responsibility. It discusses various forms of political participation, from
voting to activism, and their impact on policy outcomes. The text serves as a
call to action for readers to become active participants in their political
environments.

6. The Science of Politics: Methods and Importance
Offering a methodological perspective, this book explains how political
science employs research techniques to analyze political behavior,
institutions, and policies. It demonstrates the value of empirical evidence
in understanding political phenomena and making informed decisions. The
author emphasizes that political science is crucial for developing effective
governance and public policy.



7. Global Politics: Why It Matters Today
Addressing the interconnectedness of the modern world, this book explores
international relations and the global impact of political decisions. It
discusses issues such as diplomacy, conflict, and cooperation among states,
showing how political science helps explain and manage global challenges. The
reader is encouraged to recognize the importance of politics beyond national
borders.

8. The Role of Political Science in Social Change
This book investigates how political science contributes to understanding and
facilitating social transformation. It covers topics like policy reform,
activism, and the influence of political ideologies on societal development.
The author illustrates the practical importance of political science in
driving positive change and addressing social problems.

9. Politics, Policy, and the Public: Why They Matter
Focusing on the relationship between politics, policy-making, and the public,
this book explains how political processes directly affect citizens' lives.
It highlights the importance of transparency, accountability, and public
involvement in shaping policies. The text encourages readers to appreciate
political science as a tool for enhancing governance and public welfare.
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Development, 1990-2022: Historical and Political Perspectives is a departure from most of the works
focused on contemporary Hungarian politics. Most tend to focus on describing the transition from
democracy to autocracy, with a focus on Viktor Orbán and the construction of an illiberal regime.
Ervin Csizmadia's book differs from this literature in its approach. How it could have happened in
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science is for everybody teaches all the basics of political science while showing that representation
matters – both in politics and in the classroom.
  why are politics and political science important: Basic Interests Frank R. Baumgartner,
Beth L. Leech, 1998-03-23 A generation ago, scholars saw interest groups as the single most
important element in the American political system. Today, political scientists are more likely to see
groups as a marginal influence compared to institutions such as Congress, the presidency, and the
judiciary. Frank Baumgartner and Beth Leech show that scholars have veered from one extreme to
another not because of changes in the political system, but because of changes in political science.
They review hundreds of books and articles about interest groups from the 1940s to today; examine
the methodological and conceptual problems that have beset the field; and suggest research
strategies to return interest-group studies to a position of greater relevance. The authors begin by
explaining how the group approach to politics became dominant forty years ago in reaction to the
constitutional-legal approach that preceded it. They show how it fell into decline in the 1970s as
scholars ignored the impact of groups on government to focus on more quantifiable but narrower
subjects, such as collective-action dilemmas and the dynamics of recruitment. As a result, despite
intense research activity, we still know very little about how groups influence day-to-day governing.
Baumgartner and Leech argue that scholars need to develop a more coherent set of research
questions, focus on large-scale studies, and pay more attention to the context of group behavior.
Their book will give new impetus and direction to a field that has been in the academic wilderness
too long.
  why are politics and political science important: 21st Century Political Science: A
Reference Handbook John T Ishiyama, Marijke Breuning, 2011 Offering full coverage of major
subthemes and subfields within political science this reference handbook includes entries on topics
from theory and methodology to international relations and institutions.
  why are politics and political science important: A New Handbook of Political Science
Robert E. Goodin, Hans-Dieter Klingemann, 1998 Aimed at political scientists, 'A New Handbook of
Political Science' provides the definitive survey of new developments over the last 20 years, assessed
in the context of historical trends in the field.
  why are politics and political science important: Political Science Today Wendy N.
Whitman Cobb, 2019-07-23 This is a solid textbook for an intro course... It follows different
approaches in the discipline, going subfield by subfield from Political Theory to American Politics,
Comparative, and IR. It has a strong introductory chapter that helps disentangle the relation
between politics and political science. —Manuel Balan, McGill University Political science has
changed; the way students learn has changed; so too should the way it’s taught. This is political
science, today. Political Science Today by Wendy Whitman Cobb gives students a holistic view of the
subfields that make up political science by dedicating one chapter to each of the topics at the core of
the discipline. Unlike denser texts on the market, Political Science Today uses a field-based
approach that allows students to engage with the material directly and dig into each of the
discipline’s diverse subfields while also developing critical thinking skills, discerning the differences
between politics and political science, conducting and consuming research, and broadening their
future career aspirations. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package.
Digital Option / Courseware SAGE Vantage is an intuitive digital platform that delivers this text’s
content and course materials in a learning experience that offers auto-graded assignments and
interactive multimedia tools, all carefully designed to ignite student engagement and drive critical
thinking. Built with you and your students in mind, it offers simple course set-up and enables
students to better prepare for class. Assignable Video with Assessment Assignable video (available
with SAGE Vantage) is tied to learning objectives and curated exclusively for this text to bring
concepts to life. LMS Cartridge (formerly known as SAGE Coursepacks): Import this title’s instructor
resources into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use an LMS?
You can still access all of the same online resources for this title via the password-protected
Instructor Resource Site.



  why are politics and political science important: Political Advocacy and American
Politics Sean Richey, J. Benjamin Taylor, 2020-12-30 Political Advocacy and American Politics
provides a detailed explanation as to why citizens engage in interpersonal advocacy in the United
States. Sean Richey and J. Benjamin Taylor eloquently show how the campaigns, social media, and
personality and partisanship affect one's propensity for candidates, which often leads to arguments
about politics. Using original qualitative, survey, and experimental studies, Richey and Taylor
demonstrate the causes of political advocacy over time in the political environment and at the
individual level. While some worry about the incivility in American politics, Richey and Taylor argue
political talk, where conflict is common, is caused by high-activity democratic processes and
normatively beneficial individual attributes. Furthermore, Richey and Taylor argue that
advocacy—when conceptualized as a democratic release valve—is exactly the kind of conflict we
might expect in a vibrant democracy. Political Advocacy and American Politics: Why People Fight So
Often About Politics is ideal for university students and researchers, yet it is also accessible to any
reader looking to learn more about the role campaigns and personal attributes play in the decision
to advocate.
  why are politics and political science important: Hard Choices, Easy Answers R. Michael
Alvarez, John Brehm, 2020-10-06 Those who seek to accurately gauge public opinion must first ask
themselves: Why are certain opinions highly volatile while others are relatively fixed? Why are some
surveys affected by question wording or communicative medium (e.g., telephone) while others seem
immune? In Hard Choices, Easy Answers, R. Michael Alvarez and John Brehm develop a new theory
of response variability that, by reconciling the strengths and weaknesses of the standard
approaches, will help pollsters and scholars alike better resolve such perennial problems. Working
within the context of U.S. public opinion, they contend that the answers Americans give rest on a
variegated structure of political predispositions--diverse but widely shared values, beliefs,
expectations, and evaluations. Alvarez and Brehm argue that respondents deploy what they know
about politics (often little) to think in terms of what they value and believe. Working with
sophisticated statistical models, they offer a unique analysis of not just what a respondent is likely to
choose, but also how variable those choices would be under differing circumstances. American
public opinion can be characterized in one of three forms of variability, conclude the authors:
ambivalence, equivocation, and uncertainty. Respondents are sometimes ambivalent, as in attitudes
toward abortion or euthanasia. They are often equivocal, as in views about the scope of government.
But most often, they are uncertain, sure of what they value, but unsure how to use those values in
political choices.
  why are politics and political science important: A Cyclopedia of Education Paul Monroe,
1913
  why are politics and political science important: Who Enters Politics and Why? James
Weinberg, 2020-07-22 Exploring unique survey and interview data on the personality characteristics
of British politicians, this book provides a timely psychological analysis of those individuals who
pursue political careers and how they represent their constituents once elected. Focusing
specifically on the Basic Human Values of more than 150 MPs as well as hundreds of local
councillors, Weinberg offers original insights into three compelling questions: Who enters politics
and how are they different to the general public? Do politicians’ personality characteristics matter
for their legislative behaviour? Do voters really get the ‘wrong’ politicians? Taking a fresh
psychological approach to issues that are predominant in political science, this book casts new light
on the human side of representative democracy.
  why are politics and political science important: James Madison Rules America William
F. Connelly Jr., 2010-06-16 James Madison Rules America examines congressional party legislative
and electoral strategy in the context of our constitutional separation of powers. In a departure from
recent books that have described Congress as “the broken branch” or the “Second Civil War,”
William Connelly argues that partisanship, polarization and the permanent campaign are an
inevitable part of congressional politics. The strategic conundrum confronting both parties in the



House of Representatives – whether to be part of the “government” or part of the “opposition” –
provides evidence of how concretely James Madison's Constitution governs the behavior of
politicians to this day. Drawing on a two-hundred year debate within American political thought
among the Federalists, Anti-Federalists, Alexis de Tocqueville and Woodrow Wilson, James Madison
Rules America is as topical as current debates over partisan polarization and the permanent
campaign, while being grounded in two enduring and important schools of thought within political
science: pluralism and party government.
  why are politics and political science important: Comparative Politics Daniele Caramani,
2011-02-17 Comparative Politics provides a comprehensive introduction to political systems around
the world. It covers methods and theories; the nation-state; institutions; actors and processes;
policies; and recent changes.
  why are politics and political science important: To Build a Harmonious World Baoxu
Zhao, 2014-08-07 This book collects the work of Zhao Baoxu, a prominent scholar of political
science, international political scientist and educator. It features more than 14 papers that fully
explore the political thoughts of Professor Zhao, who was deeply rooted in his concern for China, its
people and the world. Going through the vicissitudes in both the 20th and the 21st centuries, Mr.
Zhao witnessed and experienced the twists and turns in the birth and development of political
science in China. He also participated and promoted the restoration and advancement of
contemporary political science in China. Roaming widely in the studies on social science, philosophy,
politics, culture and international relations, he spared no effort to explore the political nature and
development trend of human society and the path to rejuvenate China and lead the nation towards a
high level of civilization. In addition, he ardently appealed for world peace and common
development. Inside this book, readers will discover rich and profound political thoughts, intellectual
treasures in the area of social culture and political science in China. Professor Zhao’s work offers
scholars a unique insight into understanding and grasping the history and development of socialism
with Chinese characteristics.
  why are politics and political science important: Politics and Health Care Organization
Lawrence Brown, 2010-12-01 Among various health cost containment strategies proposed during the
1970s, none has held more sustained fascination than the health maintenance organization (HMO).
For many years, policy analysts in search of market- and incentive-based alternatives to “command
and control” regulation have argued that medical groups combining prepayment and group practice,
and offering comprehensive medical services within a fixed budget, would hold down costs both by
their own efficient operations and by the competitive pressures they would apply to the conventional
systems. During the 1970s, three presidents and five Congresses worked to formulate and
implement legislation to increase the HMO presence nationwide, with very modest results. Some
observers concluded that but for the well-intended but counterproductive efforts of the federal
government, HMOs might thrive. Indeed, the Reagan administration has called for an end to direct
federal financial involvement in building HMOs—though it has also promised legislation to promote
HMOs and a newly competitive health care system based on revamped financial incentives and
reinvigorated markets. In this book, Lawrence D. Brown, a senior fellow in the Brookings
Governmental Studies program, examines the interplay between politics and policy in the federal
HMO development effort between 1970 and 1980. He argues that the basic explanation for the
disappointments of the policy analysts and federal supporters of HMOs lies not in a political
miscarriage but in the overambitious promises of the policy strategy itself. Tracing the poor fit
between policy and politics revealed by federal efforts to translate the attractive HMO idea into a
workable strategy, Brown concludes that the episode augurs poorly for the competitive reforms
frequently offered as a nonregulatory solution to rising health care costs in the 1980s.
  why are politics and political science important: Governing States and Localities Kevin B.
Smith, Alan Greenblatt, 2025-09-19 The #1 book in the market for state and local politics! The
trusted and proven Governing States and Localities guides students through the contentious status
of state and local politics, helping them understand the ins and outs of these systems and why



they′re important. With engaging journalistic writing and crisp storytelling, Kevin B. Smith and Alan
Greenblatt use a comparative approach to examine how and why states and localities are both
similar and different to showcase real-life applications of policy and politics. The Tenth Edition has
been thoroughly updated to look at developments and issues in today′s hyperpartisan political
environment. This text is offered in Sage Vantage, an intuitive learning platform that integrates
quality Sage textbook content with assignable multimedia activities and auto-graded assessments to
drive student engagement and ensure accountability. Unparalleled in its ease of use and built for
dynamic teaching and learning, Vantage offers customizable LMS integration and best-in-class
support.
  why are politics and political science important: The Bitter End John Sides, Chris
Tausanovitch, Lynn Vavreck, 2022-09-20 What an intensely divisive election means for American
politics The year 2020 was a tumultuous time in American politics. It brought a global pandemic,
protests for racial justice, and a razor-thin presidential election outcome. It culminated in an attack
on the U.S. Capitol that attempted to deny Joe Biden’s victory. The Bitter End explores the long-term
trends and short-term shocks that shaped this dramatic year and what these changes could mean for
the future. John Sides, Chris Tausanovitch, and Lynn Vavreck demonstrate that Trump’s presidency
intensified the partisan politics of the previous decades and the identity politics of the 2016 election.
Presidential elections have become calcified, with less chance of big swings in either party’s favor.
Republicans remained loyal to Trump and kept the election close, despite Trump’s many scandals, a
recession, and the pandemic. But in a narrowly divided electorate even small changes can have big
consequences. The pandemic was a case in point: when Trump pushed to reopen the country even as
infections mounted, support for Biden increased. The authors explain that, paradoxically, even as
Biden’s win came at a time of heightened party loyalty, there remained room for shifts that shaped
the election’s outcome. Ultimately, the events of 2020 showed that instead of the country coming
together to face national challenges—the pandemic, George Floyd’s murder, and the Capitol
riot—these challenges only reinforced divisions. Expertly chronicling the tensions of an election that
came to an explosive finish, The Bitter End presents a detailed account of a year of crises and the
dangerous direction in which the country is headed.
  why are politics and political science important: Political Theory RC Agarwal, 2004-12
Comprehensively written, this book presents the political theories, concepts, analysis, thoughts and
main currents. The book begins with introduction to political theory, its history, evolution &
approaches while also discussing forms & organs of Government. It progresses to discuss
contemporary political analysis in light of American concepts and main currents of Political Thought
in detail. This book would be extremely useful for the students pursuing BA Political Science.
  why are politics and political science important: Event Studies Donald Getz, Stephen J.
Page, 2019-10-30 Event Studies is the only book devoted to developing knowledge and theory about
planned events. It focuses on event planning and management, outcomes, the experience of events
and the meanings attached to them, the dynamic processes shaping events and why people attend
them. This title draws from a large number of foundation disciplines and closely related professional
fields to foster interdisciplinary theory focused on planned events. This revised edition has been
updated to reflect and examine a number of substantial and important new ideas. New to the fourth
edition: new sections on the evolution of design theory, management, planning and marketing theory
applied to events, sensory stimulation, leadership, and the nature of crises and security issues; new
content on critical event studies and what this means for research and practice, the life-cycle model
for event programming, and an action plan for how events can be a positive force in sustainable
cities; new and additional case studies from a wide range of international events, and reviews of the
evolving theory of contemporary research in events studies are included throughout. This will be an
invaluable resource for all undergraduate students of events studies throughout their degree
programmes.
  why are politics and political science important: Governing America Julian E. Zelizer,
2012-03-04 This book examines the study of American political history.



  why are politics and political science important: Encyclopedia of International Sports
Studies: P-Z Roger Bartlett, Chris Gratton, Christer Rolf, 2006 This encyclopedia provides a
comprehensive coverage of all aspects of the science, social science and medicine of sport.
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wants to help me whenever I need someone's help? Why does everybody want to help me whenever I
need someone's help? Can you please explain to me
pronunciation - Why is the “L” silent when pronouncing “salmon   The reason why is an
interesting one, and worth answering. The spurious “silent l” was introduced by the same people
who thought that English should spell words like debt and
american english - Why to choose or Why choose? - English   Why to choose or Why choose?
[duplicate] Ask Question Asked 10 years, 10 months ago Modified 10 years, 10 months ago
Politely asking "Why is this taking so long??" You'll need to complete a few actions and gain 15
reputation points before being able to upvote. Upvoting indicates when questions and answers are
useful. What's reputation and how do I get
Is "For why" improper English? - English Language & Usage Stack   For why' can be idiomatic
in certain contexts, but it sounds rather old-fashioned. Googling 'for why' (in quotes) I discovered
that there was a single word 'forwhy' in Middle English
Do you need the “why” in “That's the reason why”? [duplicate] Relative why can be freely
substituted with that, like any restrictive relative marker. I.e, substituting that for why in the
sentences above produces exactly the same pattern of
"Why do not you come here?" vs "Why do you not come here?" "Why don't you come here?"
Beatrice purred, patting the loveseat beside her. "Why do you not come here?" is a question seeking
the reason why you refuse to be someplace. "Let's go in
indefinite articles - Is it 'a usual' or 'an usual'? Why? - English As Jimi Oke points out, it
doesn't matter what letter the word starts with, but what sound it starts with. Since "usual" starts
with a 'y' sound, it should take 'a' instead of 'an'. Also, If you say
Where does the use of "why" as an interjection come from?   "why" can be compared to an old
Latin form qui, an ablative form, meaning how. Today "why" is used as a question word to ask the
reason or purpose of something
Contextual difference between "That is why" vs "Which is why"? Thus we say: You never know,
which is why but You never know. That is why And goes on to explain: There is a subtle but
important difference between the use of that and which in a
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