why did you choose this school sample answer

why did you choose this school sample answer is a common question asked during college admissions
interviews, scholarship applications, or job placements that involve academic backgrounds. Crafting a well-
thought-out response to this query is crucial for demonstrating genuine interest, alignment with the
institution’s values, and a clear understanding of how the school fits one’s educational and career goals. This
article provides detailed guidance on how to structure an effective answer, highlights key factors that
influence school choice, and offers sample answers tailored for various scenarios. Additionally, it explores
common mistakes to avoid and tips for personalizing responses to stand out. Whether preparing for an
interview or drafting a written statement, understanding why and how to articulate the choice of a school
can significantly enhance one’s candidacy. The following sections outline the main components to consider

when developing a compelling response.

Understanding the Importance of the Question

Key Factors to Include in Your Answer

Sample Answers for Different Contexts

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Tips for Crafting a Personalized Response

Understanding the Importance of the Question

The question, “why did you choose this school sample answer” is designed to assess several aspects of an
applicant’s profile. Admission officers and interviewers want to gauge the candidate’s motivation, research
skills, and whether the school’s offerings align with their academic and professional aspirations. A well-
crafted answer reflects thoughtful consideration and helps distinguish applicants who are genuinely
interested from those applying indiscriminately. Furthermore, it provides insight into how the applicant
perceives the school’s culture, values, and academic strengths. Understanding the purpose behind this

question is the first step in formulating a meaningful response.

Purpose of the Question in Admissions

Admissions committees use this question to identify candidates who are a good fit for the institution. A

candidate’s answer reveals their familiarity with the school’s programs, faculty, campus environment, and



extracurricular opportunities. It also highlights their long-term goals and how the school can support them
in achieving those goals. The ability to articulate these points convincingly demonstrates preparedness and

commitment.

Implications for Scholarship and Job Applications

In scholarship or internship interviews, this question serves to evaluate how well the applicant’s objectives
align with the values and expectations of the funding organization or employer associated with the school.

It helps determine the applicant’s sincerity and potential for success within the institution’s ecosystem.

Key Factors to Include in Your Answer

When formulating a response to why a particular school was chosen, it is important to incorporate specific
elements that highlight both the school’s unique attributes and the applicant’s personal goals. A generic
answer lacks impact; therefore, including these key factors ensures a comprehensive and persuasive

response.

Academic Programs and Curriculum

One of the most significant reasons for choosing a school is the strength and relevance of its academic
programs. Applicants should mention particular majors, minors, or interdisciplinary programs that align
with their interests. Highlighting curriculum features such as innovative teaching methods, research

opportunities, or specialized courses demonstrates thorough research and genuine interest.

Faculty Expertise and Mentorship

Quality of faculty and access to mentorship opportunities are critical considerations. Mentioning renowned
professors, research leaders, or industry experts affiliated with the school can emphasize the applicant’s
desire to learn from the best. This also includes opportunities for collaboration, internships, or networking

facilitated by faculty connections.

Campus Culture and Community

School culture, values, and community environment play a vital role in student satisfaction and success.
Applicants should describe how the school’s community, clubs, diversity initiatives, or support services
resonate with their personal values and lifestyle. Demonstrating awareness of campus life shows holistic

consideration beyond academics.



Career Support and Alumni Network

Highlighting career services, internship programs, job placement rates, and a strong alumni network
underscores practical benefits. This illustrates foresight about post-graduation success and how the

institution’s resources will assist in professional development.

Location and Facilities

The geographic location and quality of campus facilities can influence the choice. Mentioning proximity to
industry hubs, cultural attractions, or specific laboratories and libraries can add depth to the answer by

showing attention to environment and infrastructure.

Sample Answers for Different Contexts

Providing sample answers tailored to various scenarios helps applicants understand how to customize their
responses effectively. Below are examples for undergraduate admissions, graduate programs, and

scholarship interviews.

Undergraduate Admissions Sample Answer

“I chose this school because of its comprehensive engineering program, which offers cutting-edge courses
in renewable energy technology. The faculty’s expertise in sustainable development aligns perfectly with
my career goals. Additionally, the school’s commitment to fostering innovation through its research centers
and student organizations provides an ideal environment for my personal and academic growth. The

campus culture promotes collaboration and inclusivity, values that are important to me.”

Graduate Program Sample Answer

“This institution is my preferred choice because of its renowned faculty in molecular biology and the
availability of state-of-the-art research facilities. The interdisciplinary approach of the program encourages
collaboration across departments, which is crucial for my thesis on genetic engineering. The school’s strong
connections with biotech companies in the region also offer excellent internship and job placement

opportunities, making it an ideal place to advance my career.”

Scholarship Interview Sample Answer

“I selected this school due to its outstanding academic reputation and dedication to community service,

which aligns with my personal values. The scholarship will enable me to participate fully in the school’s



leadership programs and volunteer initiatives. Its supportive environment and emphasis on developing

well-rounded individuals will help me achieve both my educational and social goals.”

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Avoiding pitfalls when answering why a school was chosen is essential for maintaining credibility and
making a positive impression. Recognizing frequent errors can improve the quality of the response

significantly.

Giving Vague or Generic Answers

Responses such as “It’s a good school” or “It’s close to home” lack substance and do not convey genuine

interest. Specificity regarding programs, faculty, or values provides much-needed depth.

Overemphasizing Prestige Alone

‘While the school’s reputation matters, focusing solely on rankings or prestige without discussing fit or

personal goals suggests superficial reasoning.

Neglecting Personal Alignment

Failing to connect the school’s attributes to one’s own academic or career objectives can make the answer

seem rehearsed or impersonal.

Ignoring Research about the School

Applicants who do not demonstrate knowledge about the school’s offerings or culture risk appearing

unprepared or uninformed.

Tips for Crafting a Personalized Response

Personalization enhances authenticity and distinguishes an applicant’s answer. The following tips can help

tailor responses effectively.



Conduct Thorough Research

Review the school’s official website, program descriptions, faculty profiles, and student testimonials to

gather relevant information that matches your goals.

Reflect on Your Own Goals and Preferences

Consider what aspects of the school resonate with your academic interests, values, and career aspirations to

create a genuine connection in your answer.

Use Concrete Examples

Incorporate specific programs, professors, or campus activities that attracted you to the school to demonstrate

a well-informed choice.

Practice Clarity and Conciseness

Keep the answer focused and clear, avoiding overly complex language or long-winded explanations, while

maintaining an engaging tone.

Align with the Institution’s Mission

Highlight how your values and ambitions are compatible with the school’s mission statement and overall

philosophy.

Prepare Multiple Versions

Tailor your response slightly for different interviewers or application contexts to address their specific

interests or criteria.

Understand the question’s purpose

Incorporate academic and extracurricular factors

Use specific and personalized examples

Avoid generic or superficial responses



¢ Align with the school’s values and goals

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is it important to have a good sample answer for "Why did you
choose this school?'

Having a good sample answer helps you prepare a thoughtful and confident response that highlights your

genuine interest and fit for the school, making a positive impression on admissions or interviewers.

What key points should I include in a sample answer for "Why did you
choose this school?'

You should mention specific programs, values, campus culture, faculty, location, or opportunities that align

with your academic and career goals, demonstrating that you've researched the school thoroughly.

How can I personalize my answer to "Why did you choose this school?’

Include your unique interests, experiences, and aspirations, and explain how the school's offerings and

environment specifically support those elements, making your answer authentic and tailored.

Can I mention the school's reputation in my answer?

Yes, mentioning the school's reputation for academic excellence or strong alumni network can be effective,

but it should be combined with personal reasons to avoid sounding generic.

Should I talk about extracurricular activities in my answer?

Absolutely. If the school offers clubs, sports, or organizations that match your interests, mentioning them

shows you're looking forward to engaging with the campus community beyond academics.

How detailed should my sample answer be?

Your answer should be concise yet specific, typically around 1-2 minutes when spoken, focusing on the

most compelling reasons without overwhelming the listener with too much information.

Is it okay to mention location as a reason for choosing a school?

Yes, location can be a valid reason if it supports your lifestyle, family proximity, or career goals, but it



should be accompanied by academic or personal growth reasons to strengthen your answer.

How do I avoid sounding cliché in my answer?

Avoid generic phrases like 'great education’ alone; instead, share specific examples or stories related to the

school's programs or culture that resonate with you personally.

Can I use a sample answer as is, or should I modify it?

You should always modify a sample answer to reflect your true motivations and experiences to ensure

authenticity and sincerity in your response.

What is a brief example of a strong answer to "Why did you choose this

school?'

I chose this school because of its renowned engineering program and hands-on research opportunities that
align perfectly with my passion for robotics. Additionally, the collaborative community and supportive

faculty create an environment where I can thrive both academically and personally.

Additional Resources

1. Why This School? Crafting Your Perfect College Essay

This book offers comprehensive guidance on how to answer the common college application question,
"Why did you choose this school?" It provides sample answers, tips for personalizing responses, and
strategies for showcasing genuine interest. Readers learn how to connect their goals and values with the

unique offerings of each institution.

2. The College Essay Starter Guide: Finding Your Voice

Focused on helping students articulate their motivations, this guide includes sections specifically dedicated
to explaining school choice. It encourages self-reflection and helps applicants frame their experiences in a
way that resonates with admissions committees. Sample essays and exercises aid in developing authentic

answers.

3. Stand Out: How to Write Memorable College Essays

This book teaches students how to distinguish themselves in the admissions process through compelling
essays. It addresses the “Why this school?” question by illustrating how to research school programs and
culture, then incorporate those insights into a personalized narrative. The book emphasizes storytelling

techniques and authenticity.

4. Admissions Confidential: Insider Tips on Writing the “Why This School” Essay
Written by a former admissions officer, this book reveals what colleges really look for in responses to the

“Why this school?” prompt. It includes real sample answers, common pitfalls to avoid, and advice on



demonstrating fit and enthusiasm. The insider perspective helps applicants craft persuasive and sincere

essays.

5. Write to Impress: Mastering Your College Application Essays
This practical guide covers all major essay prompts, with a special focus on explaining your choice of school.
It provides step-by-step instructions on researching schools, identifying unique features, and linking them

to personal aspirations. Sample answers illustrate effective ways to convey motivation and compatibility.

6. The Art of the College Essay: Personalizing Your Application
This book explores how to create essays that reflect individual personality and goals, including the “Why
this school?” question. It encourages deep reflection on what makes each institution a good fit and how to

communicate that clearly. Examples demonstrate balancing enthusiasm with professionalism.

7. College Essays That Worked: Real Examples and Why They Worked

Featuring a collection of successful college essays, this book includes several responses to the “Why did you
choose this school?” question. Each essay is analyzed to highlight strengths such as specificity, passion, and
clarity. Readers gain insight into effective techniques and common themes that resonate with admissions

officers.

8. From Application to Acceptance: Navigating College Essays

This comprehensive guide walks students through the entire essay-writing process, with a focus on
tailoring responses to different prompts. It offers detailed advice on answering “Why this school?” by
aligning personal goals with campus resources and culture. The book also includes worksheets to organize

thoughts and research.

9. Essay Essentials: How to Write Your “Why This School?” Response

Dedicated entirely to the “Why this school?” essay, this book breaks down the question and offers a
framework for crafting a compelling answer. It emphasizes the importance of honest reflection, thorough
research, and clear communication. Sample essays and revision tips help students refine their responses to

perfection.
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why did you choose this school sample answer: Getting It Right Teacher Support Packs
2 Levels 4-5 Alison Page, Tristram Shepard, 2000 This teacher's support pack is one of a series of
support materials and textbooks designed to help pupils to develop their IT capability and apply ICT
across all subject areas. It aims to explain how to use word processing, spreadsheet, database,
control, graphics and communications software as well as how to solve problems and develop IT
capability, including the use of ICT to find things out, to develop ideas and make things happen, to
share information and to review, modify and evaluate work as it progresses. This pack provides a
wide range of support resources for pupils and teachers including: Units of work (Lesson plans),
worksheets (support and extension) and cross-curricular applications. Assessment resources are unit
tasks, assessment checklists and evaluation sheets.

why did you choose this school sample answer: A Continued Study of the Skier Market
in Northeast North America Sno-engineering, inc., Franconia, N.H., 1965

why did you choose this school sample answer: Brilliant Answers to Tough Interview
Questions Susan Hodgson, 2012-07-09 What does it take to really shine in your interview?
Interviews are your chance to showcase your talents. Get it right and you could nail the job of your
dreams, get it wrong and you could be in for a stressful time. Learn how to recognise your strengths
and how to play to them, how to deal with your weak spots and how to avoid panic and clichéd
answers. Discover the art of turning every question to your advantage, and learn the secrets behind
a brilliant answer, so you will always know the right things to say. This new edition has been
completely updated and refined throughout. Changes include a completely updated chapter on
pre-interview preparation, a new section on changing careers and coming back to work after
unemployment and clearer information on discrimination acts and how to deal with illegal
questioning Packed with over 200 of the most commonly asked questions and ideal answers, this is
the book that will make sure you are ready to handle anything.

why did you choose this school sample answer: The Indiana Survey of Religious Education ,
1924

why did you choose this school sample answer: ... Measurements and Standards in
Religious Education Walter Scott Athearn, 1924

why did you choose this school sample answer: Doctoral Student Skills Christopher L.
Pallas, 2022-09-06 Doctoral Student Skills offers a comprehensive overview of the key skills doctoral
students need to succeed in their studies and prepare for academic and non-academic jobs.
Revealing the often-hidden rules of graduate school success, it guides students through challenges
like selecting a research topic, choosing an advisor, preparing for conferences, publishing their
work, and entering the job market. The book begins by explaining how to survey the job market and
identify signifiers that will signal to future employers the student’s suitability for a job. It then
guides students to reflect on their own experiences and abilities to identify their areas of
comparative advantage. Providing detailed instructions on how to acquire key signifiers - including
conference presentations, publications, grants, awards, and teaching experience - the volume
prepares students for future professional success, while teaching them how to leverage these
activities to enhance their progress in their present studies. The book is designed to be used as a
course text or for self-study. Each chapter features reflective exercises that can be used individually
or in small groups, along with recommended readings and additional resources to enhance student
learning.

why did you choose this school sample answer: Today's Medical Assistant Kathy
Bonewit-West, BS, MEd, Sue Hunt, Edith Applegate, MS, 2015-10-13 Launch your career in medical
assisting with Today's Medical Assistant, Clinical & Administrative Procedures, 3rd Edition! Bringing
together the clinical know-how of Kathy Bonewit-West, the administrative expertise of Sue Hunt, and
the anatomy and physiology knowledge of Edith Applegate, this hands-on guide uses easy-to-follow
language and detailed visuals to walk readers through all of the medical knowledge, procedures, and
skills needed for success in today's fast-paced medical office. Not only does this new edition
incorporate the latest standards and competencies throughout all of its content and resources, but it



also includes an incredibly wide assortment of engaging learning tools and activities that help
readers fully understand and demonstrate those competencies. If you want to be fully prepared for
tomorrow's medical assisting profession, then look no further than Today's Medical Assistant!
Consistent and meticulous coverage throughout the main text, Evolve resources, study guide, and
SimChart for the Medical Office provide reliable content and unparalleled accuracy on the
responsibilities of the modern medical assistant. The most up-to-date content outfits readers with
the latest information and insights on key topics such as: electronic medical records (EMR), HIPAA,
and advanced directives documentation, evaluation & management, office and hospital services
(billing & coding) emergency preparedness ICD-10 coding medical office technology medical
asepsis, OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard; AIDS & Hepatitis, latex glove allergies vital signs
pediatrics, immunization information, IM injection (theory), child abuse colonoscopies IV therapy
CLIA waived tests Unique learning aids throughout the book include: procedure charting examples
outlines, detailed learning objectives, and key terms for each chapter Highlight boxes What Would
You Do? What Would You Not Do? boxes Patient Teaching boxes On the Web boxes Putting It All into
Practice boxes Memories from Practicum boxes glossary of key terms Arsenal of engaging activities
on the Evolve companion site gives users a fun way to practice their medical assisting knowledge.
Over 120 procedures give readers clear, illustrated guidance on each step of every procedure. The
procedural videos on the Evolve companion site enable users to view the procedures in action. 8th
grade reading level makes material approachable and easy to understand for all types of readers.
Full-color design makes the book visually stimulating. NEW! Chapter on nutrition underscores the
CAAHEP curriculum's emphasis on nutrition by covering all of the latest nutritional information that
pertains to today's medical assistants. NEW! Updated chapters on emergency preparedness and
medical records ensure readers are up to date on the latest advances and rulings in these topical
areas. NEW! Updated content aligned to the most recent CAAHEP and ABHES competencies
ensures readers have the latest information needed to obtain employment and long-term success on
the job. NEW! Expanded resources on Evolve now include videos, video evaluations, and practice
examinations for the CMA, RMA, CCMA, and CMAA. NEW! Tie-in with SimChart for the Medical
Office links important text content to opportunities for hands on practice working on Elsevier's
educational EHR. NEW! Updated photographs and illustrations give readers a closer look at today's
most pertinent information and skills for the medical assistant. NEW! Expanded A&P key
terminology sections give readers ample terminology reinforcement, including proper
pronunciations.

why did you choose this school sample answer: New Insight Into IELTS Workbook Pack
Vanessa Jakeman, Clare McDowell, 2008-04-24 Instruction covering four exam modules: listening,
reading, writing and speaking. Includes one practice test and answer key. Script of accompanying
audio recording.

why did you choose this school sample answer: Accessing the Media Jill Osborn,
2018-05-15 Accessing the Media takes the reader behind the scenes to understand how best to work
with press to get publicity. Perfect for politicians, business leaders, lobbyists, and media junkies, this
reference provides an insider's look at how the modern newsroom works, detailing the different
roles of reporters, editors, and producers. Readers will learn how to forge relationships with media
personnel in television, radio, print, and the web to craft the press coverage they want.
Award-winning journalist Jill Osborn exposes the three strategic steps that must be used to gain
favorable coverage with the media at just the right time. She gives you the inside scoop on how to
think like a national or local journalist so you can control the headlines. And she even provides
sample press releases to help shape your message. When reading Accessing the Media, you will have
a personal media consultant without the cost of hiring one. Whether you are running for office,
looking to improve visibility for your business, or simply want a deeper understanding of what you
see and read in the news, Accessing the Media is the perfect guide to getting your story out to the
world.

why did you choose this school sample answer: Student Solutions Manual for For All



Practical Purposes COMAP, 2008-12-26 Contains complete solutions to odd-numbered problems in
text.

why did you choose this school sample answer: Complete First Certificate for Spanish
Speakers Teacher's Book Guy Brook-Hart, 2011-06-09 Complete First Certificate for Spanish
Speakers offers the most authentic preparation available for the Cambridge ESOL exam. Complete
First Certificate is a course for the 2008 revised FCE exam. Informed by the Cambridge Learner
Corpus and providing a complete FCE exam paper specially prepared for publication by Cambridge
ESOL, it is the most authentic exam preparation course available. This English for Spanish Speakers
edition provides specific help for Spanish-speaking candidates. The Teacher's Book contains full
teacher's notes with extra teaching ideas, photocopiable material including class activities and
progress tests, recording scripts and word lists. The English for Spanish Speakers edition provides
specific help on how to exploit the speaking and pronunciation activities designed specially for
Spanish-speaking students.

why did you choose this school sample answer: Education, Competence Development
and Career Trajectories Sabine Weinert, Gwendolin Josephine Blossfeld, Hans-Peter Blossfeld,
2023-04-13 This Open Access book presents the results of an interdisciplinary research program to
utilize data from the multicohort German National Educational Panel Study (NEPS), which included
over 100.000 participants in six nationally representative panel studies. Renowned researchers from
the fields of sociology, psychology, educational science, economics, and survey methodology have
used the (longitudinal) data for their substantive and/or methodological questions and present
important results of their research projects. This edited volume contains contributions from the
following four topics: (1) Competence Development: Individual Characteristics, Learning
Environments, and other Contextual Factors, (2) Educational Transitions and Pathways: Influencing
Factors and Outcomes, (3) Vocational Training and Labour Market, and (4) Individuals with
Migration Background. It provides essential insights for researchers, postdocs, PhD students, and
university students of different scientific disciplines interested in educational sciences as well as for
policy makers who have to deal with educational problems in modern societies.

why did you choose this school sample answer: CliffsAP Statistics David A Kay,
2004-12-03 Your complete guide to a higher score on the *AP Statistics exam Why CliffsTestPrep
Guides? Go with the name you know and trust Get the information you need--fast! Written by test
prep specialists About the contents: Part I: Introduction * Exam content and format outlines *
Calculators policy * Tips on answering free-response questions * AP exam grades and what they
mean Part II: Subject Area Reviews * Interpreting graphical displays * Collecting, exploring,
comparing, and summarizing data * Planning and conducting surveys and experiments * Anticipating
patterns * Understanding statistical inference * Subject area review questions with full answer
explanations Part III: AP Statistics Practice Tests * 7 full-length practice tests with full answer
explanations Plus: * Glossary of statistics terms * Statistics formulas * Comparison of graphical
displays * Summary of inference methods

why did you choose this school sample answer: Translingual Identities and Transnational
Realities in the U.S. College Classroom Heather Robinson, Jonathan Hall, Nela Navarro, 2020-02-18
Exploring the roles of students’ pluralistic linguistic and transnational identities at the university
level, this book offers a novel approach to translanguaging by highlighting students’ perspectives,
voices, and agency as integral to the subject. Providing an original reconsideration of the impact of
translanguaging, this book examines both transnationality and translinguality as ubiquitous
phenomena that affect students’ lives. Demonstrating that students are the experts of their own
language practices, experiences, and identities, the authors argue that a proactive translingual
pedagogy is more than an openness to students’ spontaneous language variations. Rather, this
proactive approach requires students and instructors to think about students’ holistic
communicative repertoire, and how it relates to their writing. Robinson, Hall, and Navarro address
students’ complex negotiations and performative responses to the linguistic identities imposed upon
them because of their skin color, educational background, perceived geographical origin,



immigration status, and the many other cues used to minoritize them. Drawing on multiple
disciplinary discourses of language and identity, and considering the translingual practices and
transnational experiences of both U.S. resident and international students, this volume provides a
nuanced analysis of students’ own perspectives and self-examinations of their complex identities. By
introducing and addressing the voices and self-reflections of undergraduate and graduate students,
the authors shine a light on translingual and transnational identities and positionalities in order to
promote and implement inclusive and effective pedagogies. This book offers a unique yet essential
perspective on translinguality and transnationality, and is relevant to instructors in writing and
language classrooms; to administrators of writing programs and international student support
programs; and to graduate students and scholars in language education, second language writing,
applied linguistics, and literacy studies.

why did you choose this school sample answer: How to Prepare Your Students for
Standardized Tests Julia Jasmine, 1997 Provides activities to help teach your students test taking
skills.

why did you choose this school sample answer: Comprehensive Curriculum of Basic
Skills, Grade 5, 2016-03-07 FIFTH GRADE: Covers basic concepts such as multiples, factors, area,
research, and more and develops the skills your child needs for grade-level success. INCLUDES:
Fun, educational activities in phonics, reading, language arts, writing, and math, plus review
lessons, teaching suggestions to extend learning, and answer keys. ALL-INCLUSIVE: This all-in-one
comprehensive resource provides an entire curriculum of instruction that improves academic
performance - updated with relevant, high-interest reading passages and artwork. HOMESCHOOL
FRIENDLY: This elementary workbook for kids is a great learning resource for at home or in the
classroom and allows parents to supplement their children's learning in the areas they need it most.
WHY CARSON DELLOSA: Founded by two teachers more than 45 years ago, Carson Dellosa believes
that education is everywhere and is passionate about making products that inspire life's learning
moments.

why did you choose this school sample answer: Doing Sociology Lee Harvey, Morag
MacDonald, 1993-11-11 Doing Sociology is a student-centred text that encourages learning by
doing. Combining sociological theory with research methods and social philosophy in an accessible
way, it provides an invaluable resource for A-level, access and first-year degree students and
teachers.

why did you choose this school sample answer: MCAT , 2010 The MCAT tests more than
specific subject knowledge in biology, chemistry, and physics. In order to conquer this test, you'll
also need strong problem-solving and critical-thinking skills, and the Princeton Review’sMCAT
Verbal Reasoning and Writing Reviewwill help! The Verbal Reasoning section of the test is designed
to see how well you can comprehend, evaluate, and apply information that you read. The methods
and strategies in this book will help you: ¢ Learn the six steps of working through passages and
questions ¢ Become an active reader with annotating, mapping, and other time-saving strategies ¢
Identify and conquer twelve different question types It’s also tough to know exactly how to prepare
for the Writing Sample section of the MCAT. In this book, you will learn how to develop and present
ideas in a clear, concise, and logical way so you can feel more confident on test day, including how
to: ¢ Strengthen your writing skills with lots of exercises and prompts ¢ Understand and utilize the
T-A-S Structure  Explore the eight hallmarks of a good essay

why did you choose this school sample answer: Circle in a Box Sam Vandervelde, 2009 Math
circles provide a setting in which mathematicians work with secondary school students who are
interested in mathematics. This form of outreach, which has existed for decades in Russia, Bulgaria,
and other countries, is now rapidly spreading across the United States as well. The first part of this
book offers helpful advice on all aspects of math circle operations, culled from conversations with
over a dozen directors of successful math circles. Topics include creative means for getting the word
out to students, sound principles for selecting effective speakers, guidelines for securing financial
support, and tips for designing an exciting math circle session. The purpose of this discussion is to




enable math circle coordinators to establish a thriving group in which students can experience the
delight of mathematical investigation. The second part of the book outlines ten independent math
circle sessions, covering a variety of topics and difficulty levels. Each chapter contains detailed
presentation notes along with a useful collection of problems and solutions. This book will be an
indispensable resource for any individual involved with a math circle or anyone who would like to
see one begin in his or her community. Sam Vandervelde teaches at St. Lawrence University. He
launched the Stanford Math Circle and also writes and coordinates the Mandelbrot Competition, a
math contest for high schools. In the interest of fostering a greater awareness and appreciation of
mathematics and its connections to other disciplines and everyday life, MSRI and the AMS are
publishing books in the Mathematical Circles Library series as a service to young people, their
parents and teachers, and the mathematics profession. Titles in this series are co-published with the
Mathematical Sciences Research Institute (MSRI).
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