WHY DOES PHYSICAL TOUCH MAKE ME UNCOMFORT ABLE

WHY DOES PHYSICAL TOUCH MAKE ME UNCOMFORTABLE IS A QUESTION THAT MANY INDIVIDUALS ASK THEMSELVES WHEN THEY
EXPERIENCE UNEASE OR DISTRESS DURING PHYSICAL CONTACT. THIS DISCOMFORT CAN ARISE FROM A VARIETY OF
PSYCHOLOGICAL, EMOTIONAL, AND PHYSIOLOGICAL FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE HOW A PERSON PERCEIVES TOUCH.
UNDERSTANDING THE REASONS BEHIND THIS FEELING IS ESSENTIAL FOR ADDRESSING IT EFFECTIVELY AND IMPROVING
INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS AND PERSONAL WELL-BEING. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE COMMON CAUSES OF DISCOMFORT
WITH PHYSICAL TOUCH, INCLUDING SENSORY PROCESSING ISSUES, PAST TRAUMA, CULTURAL AND PERSONAL BOUNDARIES, AND
MENTAL HEALTH CONDITIONS. ADDITIONALLY, IT DISCUSSES COPING MECHANISMS AND STRATEGIES TO MANAGE AND GRADUALLY
OVERCOME THIS DISCOMFORT. BY EXAMINING THESE FACTORS, READERS CAN GAIN A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF WHY
PHYSICAL TOUCH MIGHT FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE AND LEARN PRACTICAL STEPS TO NAVIGATE THIS CHALLENGE.

PsvycHoLoaicaL CAUSES oF DISCOMFORT WITH PHYSICAL ToucH

® PHYSIOLOGICAL AND SENSORY FACTORS

o CULTURAL AND PERSONAL BOUNDARIES

IMPACT oF TRAUMA AND PAST EXPERIENCES

MENTAL HEALTH CONDITIONS AFFECTING T OUCH SENSITIVITY

COPING STRATEGIES AND THERAPEUTIC APPROACHES

PsycHoLoGIcAL CAUSES oF DISCOMFORT WITH PHYsICAL ToucH

PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN WHY DOES PHYSICAL TOUCH MAKE ME UNCOMFORTABLE FOR MANY
INDIVIDUALS. THE MIND PROCESSES TOUCH IN COMPLEX WAYS, INFLUENCED BY PAST EXPERIENCES, EMOTIONAL STATES, AND
COGNITIVE ASSOCIATIONS. ANXIETY DISORDERS, FOR EXAMPLE, CAN HEIGHTEN SENSITIVITY TO PHYSICAL CONTACT, MAKING
EVEN CASUAL TOUCH FEEL OVERWHELMING OR THREATENING. ADDITIONALLY, INDIVIDUALS WITH ATTACHMENT ISSUES OR
DIFFICULTIES IN FORMING CLOSE RELATIONSHIPS MAY ASSOCIATE TOUCH WITH VULNERABILITY, LEADING TO DISCOMFORT.

ATTACHMENT STYLES AND TOUCH

ATTACHMENT THEORY EXPLAINS HOW EARLY RELATIONSHIPS WITH CAREGIVERS SHAPE AN INDIVIDUAL’S COMFORT WITH
INTIMACY AND PHYSICAL CONTACT. THOSE WITH AVOIDANT ATTACHMENT STYLES OFTEN EXHIBIT DISCOMFORT WITH TOUCH,
AS THEY MAY HAVE EXPERIENCED INCONSISTENT OR INTRUSIVE PHYSICAL CONTACT DURING CHILDHOOD. THIS EARLY
CONDITIONING AFFECTS THEIR ADULT RESPONSES TO TOUCH, OFTEN CAUSING FEELINGS OF UNEASE OR THE DESIRE TO WITHDRAW.

ANXIETY AND TOUCH SENSITIVITY

PEOPLE WITH GENERALIZED ANXIETY DISORDER OR SOCIAL ANXIETY MAY FIND PHYSICAL TOUCH TRIGGERING DUE TO HEIGHTENED
ALERTNESS TO POTENTIAL THREATS. THIS PHYSIOLOGICAL HYPERAROUSAL CAN MAKE TOUCH FEEL INVASIVE, LEADING TO
DISCOMFORT OR A FIGHT-OR-FLIGHT RESPONSE. UNDERSTANDING THIS RELATIONSHIP IS CRUCIAL FOR ADDRESSING THE ROOT
CAUSES OF TOUCH AVERSION IN ANXIOUS INDIVIDUALS.



PHYSIOLOGICAL AND SENSORY FACTORS

IN SOME CASES, WHY DOES PHYSICAL TOUCH MAKE ME UNCOMFORTABLE CAN BE TRACED TO SENSORY PROCESSING ISSUES OR
NEUROLOGICAL DIFFERENCES. THE BODY’S NERVOUS SYSTEM PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN INTERPRETING TACTILE STIMULI, AND
DISRUPTIONS IN THIS SYSTEM CAN LEAD TO HYPERSENSITIVITY OR TACTILE DEFENSIVENESS. THESE PHYSIOLOGICAL FACTORS
OFTEN UNDERLIE DISCOMFORT WITH PHYSICAL CONTACT AND REQUIRE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION.

SENSORY PROCESSING Disorper (SPD)

SENSORY PROCESSING DISORDER IS A CONDITION WHERE THE BRAIN HAS DIFFICULTY RECEIVING AND RESPONDING TO SENSORY
INFORMATION APPROPRIATELY. INDIVIDUALS WITH SPD MAY FIND CERTAIN TEXTURES, PRESSURES, OR TYPES OF TOUCH
OVERWHELMING OR PAINFUL. THIS HEIGHTENED SENSITIVITY CAN MANIFEST AS DISCOMFORT OR AVOIDANCE OF PHYSICAL TOUCH,
MAKING EVERYDAY INTERACTIONS CHALLENGING.

NeuroLoGICAL CONDITIONS AND TOUCH SENSITIVITY

CONDITIONS SUCH AS AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER (ASD) AND FIBROMYALGIA CAN AFFECT HOW THE NERVOUS SYSTEM
PROCESSES TOUCH. FORrR EXAMPLE, MANY PEOPLE WITH ASD EXPERIENCE TACTILE HYPERSENSITIVITY, WHICH CAN CAUSE
DISCOMFORT OR DISTRESS DURING PHYSICAL CONTACT. SIMILARLY, FIBROMYALGIA INVOLVES WIDESPREAD PAIN AND ALTERED
SENSORY PROCESSING, CONTRIBUTING TO TOUCH SENSITIVITY.

CULTURAL AND PErsONAL BOUNDARIES

CULTURE AND INDIVIDUAL UPBRINGING SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE COMFORT LEVELS WITH PHYSICAL TOUCH. SOCIAL NORMS,
FAMILY PRACTICES, AND PERSONAL VALUES SHAPE HOW PEOPLE PERCEIVE AND RESPOND TO TOUCH. THESE FACTORS EXPLAIN
WHY SOME INDIVIDUALS MAY FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE WITH PHYSICAL CONTACT THAT OTHERS CONSIDER NORMAL OR
AFFECTIONATE.

CuLTURAL NorMS ReGARDING ToOUCH

DIFFERENT CULTURES HAVE VARYING EXPECTATIONS AND RULES ABOUT PHYSICAL TOUCH. FOR INSTANCE, SOME CULTURES
EMPHASIZE PERSONAL SPACE AND MINIMAL CONTACT, WHILE OTHERS ENCOURAGE FREQUENT TOUCH AS A SIGN OF WARMTH AND
CONNECTION. BEING RAISED IN A CULTURE WITH STRICT BOUNDARIES AROUND TOUCH CAN RESULT IN DISCOMFORT WHEN THOSE
BOUNDARIES ARE CROSSED.

ResPECTING PERSONAL BOUNDARIES

PERSONAL BOUNDARIES ARE THE LIMITS INDIVIDUALS SET REGARDING PHYSICAL CONTACT. THESE BOUNDARIES ARE INFLUENCED
BY PERSONALITY, PAST EXPERIENCES, AND SOCIAL CONTEXT. \W/HEN PHYSICAL TOUCH VIOLATES THESE BOUNDARIES, IT CAN
LEAD TO FEELINGS OF DISCOMFORT, ANXIETY, OR EVEN DISTRESS. ACKNOWLEDGING AND RESPECTING THESE BOUNDARIES IS
ESSENTIAL FOR HEALTHY INTERPERSONAL INTERACTIONS.

IMPACT OF TRAUMA AND PAST EXPERIENCES

TRAUMA/ PARTICULARLY INVOLVING PHYSICAL OR SEXUAL ABUSE, IS A SIGNIFICANT REASON WHY DOES PHYSICAL TOUCH MAKE
ME UNCOMFORTABLE FOR MANY PEOPLE. TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCES CAN ALTER THE BRAIN’S RESPONSE TO TOUCH, ASSOCIATING
IT WITH FEAR, PAIN, OR LOSS OF CONTROL. THIS CONNECTION CAN TRIGGER AVOIDANCE BEHAVIORS AND EMOTIONAL DISTRESS
WHEN FACED WITH PHYSICAL CONTACT.



PosT-TRAUMATIC STRESS Disorper (PTSD) anD ToucH

INDIVIDUALS WITH PTSD OFTEN EXPERIENCE HEIGHTENED SENSITIVITY TO STIMULI THAT REMIND THEM OF THEIR TRAUMA,
INCLUDING PHYSICAL TOUCH. THIS REACTION IS A PROTECTIVE MECHANISM DESIGNED TO PREVENT RE-EXPERIENCING THE
TRAUMATIC EVENT. AS A RESULT, TOUCH MAY PROVOKE ANXIETY, PANIC, OR DISSOCIATION.

HeALING FROM ToUCH-RELATED TRAUMA

RECOVERY FROM TRAUMA-INDUCED TOUCH DISCOMFORT INVOLVES THERAPEUTIC INTERVENTIONS THAT FOCUS ON REBUILDING
TRUST AND SAFETY WITH PHYSICAL CONTACT. TECHNIQUES SUCH AS TRAUMA-FOCUSED COGNITIVE BEHAVIORAL THERAPY
(CBT), SOMATIC EXPERIENCING, AND GRADUAL EXPOSURE THERAPY CAN HELP INDIVIDUALS REGAIN COMFORT WITH TOUCH OVER
TIME.

MeNTAL HEALTH CONDITIONS AFFECTING T OUCH SENSITIVITY

V ARIOUS MENTAL HEALTH DISORDERS INFLUENCE HOW INDIVIDUALS PERCEIVE AND REACT TO PHYSICAL TOUCH. CONDITIONS
SUCH AS DEPRESSION, OBSESSIVE-COMPULSIVE DISORDER (OCD), AND BORDERLINE PERSONALITY DISORDER (BPD) cAN
CONTRIBUTE TO DISCOMFORT WITH PHYSICAL CONTACT THROUGH DIFFERENT MECHANISMS.

DePrESSION AND SociAL WITHDRAWAL

DEPRESSION OFTEN LEADS TO SOCIAL WITHDRAWAL AND DECREASED INTEREST IN PHYSICAL INTIMACY, INCLUDING TOUCH.
FEELINGS OF WORTHLESSNESS OR LOW ENERGY REDUCE THE DESIRE FOR CLOSENESS, MAKING TOUCH FEEL BURDENSOME OR
UNCOMFORTABLE.

OgsessiVE-CoMpPULSIVE Disorper (OCD) anD CONTAMINATION FEARS

INDIVIDUALS WITH OCD MAY FEAR CONTAMINATION OR GERMS, LEADING TO AVOIDANCE OF PHYSICAL CONTACT. THIS
AVERSION IS DRIVEN BY COMPULSIONS AND INTRUSIVE THOUGHTS RELATED TO CLEANLINESS AND SAFETY, WHICH CAN MAKE
TOUCH ANXIETY-PROVOKING.

BoORDERLINE PERSONALITY DISORDER AND TOUCH SENSITIVITY

BPD IS CHARACTERIZED BY INTENSE EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCES AND UNSTABLE RELATIONSHIPS. PEOPLE WITH BPD MAY HAVE
FLUCTUATING RESPONSES TO TOUCH—SOMETIMES CRAVING IT FOR COMFORT, OTHER TIMES FEELING OVERWHELMED OR
THREATENED. THIS AMBIVALENCE CAN CAUSE SIGNIFICANT DISCOMFORT WITH PHYSICAL CONTACT.

COPING STRATEGIES AND THERAPEUTIC APPROACHES

ADDRESSING WHY DOES PHYSICAL TOUCH MAKE ME UNCOMFORTABLE REQUIRES TAILORED STRATEGIES THAT CONSIDER THE
UNDERLYING CAUSES. COPING MECHANISMS AND PROFESSIONAL THERAPIES CAN HELP INDIVIDUALS MANAGE THEIR DISCOMFORT
AND IMPROVE THEIR RELATIONSHIPS AND QUALITY OF LIFE.

GRADUAL EXPOSURE AND DESENSITIZATION

GRADUAL EXPOSURE THERAPY INVOLVES SLOWLY AND SYSTEMATICALLY INCREASING TOLERANCE TO PHYSICAL TOUCH IN A
CONTROLLED AND SAFE ENVIRONMENT. THIS APPROACH HELPS REDUCE ANXIETY AND BUILD POSITIVE ASSOCIATIONS WITH
TOUCH OVER TIME.



MINDFULNESS AND RELAXATION TECHNIQUES

PRACTICING MINDFULNESS AND RELAXATION CAN CALM THE NERVOUS SYSTEM AND REDUCE THE STRESS RESPONSE TRIGGERED BY
TOUCH. TECHNIQUES SUCH AS DEEP BREATHING, MEDITATION, AND PROGRESSIVE MUSCLE RELAXATION PROMOTE BODY
AW ARENESS AND ACCEPTANCE.

THERAPEUTIC SUPPORT

W/ ORKING WITH A MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL CAN PROVIDE GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT TAILORED TO INDIVIDUAL NEEDS.
THERAPIES SUCH AS COGNITIVE BEHAVIORAL THERAPY (CBT), SOMATIC THERAPY, AND TRAUMA~INFORMED COUNSELING ARE
EFFECTIVE IN ADDRESSING TOUCH-RELATED DISCOMFORT.

SETTING CLEAR BOUNDARIES

COMMUNICATING PERSONAL BOUNDARIES CLEARLY WITH FRIENDS, FAMILY, AND PARTNERS IS ESSENTIAL. THIS PRACTICE ENSURES
THAT PHYSICAL CONTACT OCCURS ONLY WITHIN COMFORTABLE LIMITS AND HELPS PREVENT UNWANTED TOUCH THAT CAN
TRIGGER DISCOMFORT.

® |DENTIFY TRIGGERS THAT CAUSE DISCOMFORT WITH PHYSICAL TOUCH.

® PRACTICE GRADUAL EXPOSURE IN SAFE, CONTROLLED SETTINGS.

e USE RELAXATION TECHNIQUES TO MANAGE ANXIETY RELATED TO TOUCH.
® SEEK PROFESSIONAL HELP FOR TRAUMA OR MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES.

e COMMUNICATE AND ENFORCE PERSONAL BOUNDARIES EFFECTIVELY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHY DOES PHYSICAL TOUCH MAKE ME UNCOMFORT ABLE?

PHYSICAL TOUCH CAN MAKE SOME PEOPLE UNCOMFORTABLE DUE TO PERSONAL BOUNDARIES, PAST EXPERIENCES, OR SENSORY
SENSITIVITIES. IT MAY ALSO BE RELATED TO ANXIETY, TRAUMA, OR SIMPLY A PREFERENCE FOR LESS PHYSICAL CONTACT.

CAN PAST TRAUMA CAUSE DISCOMFORT WITH PHYSICAL TOUCH?

YES, PAST TRAUMA SUCH AS ABUSE OR NEGLECT CAN LEAD TO A HEIGHTENED SENSITIVITY OR AVERSION TO PHYSICAL TOUCH
AS A PROTECTIVE RESPONSE TO AVOID FEELING VULNERABLE OR UNSAFE.

IS IT NORMAL TO FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE WITH PHYSICAL TOUCH?

YES, IT IS NORMAL. EVERYONE HAS DIFFERENT COMFORT LEVELS WITH PHYSICAL TOUCH BASED ON PERSONALITY, CULTURAL
BACKGROUND, PAST EXPERIENCES, AND INDIVIDUAL SENSORY PROCESSING.

How CAN | BECOME MORE COMFORTABLE WITH PHYSICAL TOUCH?

GRADUAL EXPOSURE, SETTING CLEAR BOUNDARIES, COMMUNICATING YOUR FEELINGS WITH TRUSTED PEOPLE, AND POSSIBLY
SEEKING THERAPY CAN HELP YOU BECOME MORE COMFORTABLE WITH PHYSICAL TOUCH OVER TIME.



DOES ANXIETY CONTRIBUTE TO DISCOMFORT WITH PHYSICAL TOUCH?

YES, ANXIETY CAN HEIGHTEN SENSITIVITY TO PHYSICAL TOUCH, MAKING IT FEEL OVERWHELMING OR INTRUSIVE, ESPECIALLY IN
SITUATIONS WHERE YOU FEEL VULNERABLE OR STRESSED.

ARE THERE PSYCHOLOGICAL CONDITIONS LINKED TO DISCOMFORT WITH PHYSICAL
TOUCH?

CERTAIN CONDITIONS LIKE AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER, PTSD, OR SENSORY PROCESSING DISORDER CAN INVOLVE DISCOMFORT
OR AVERSION TO PHYSICAL TOUCH DUE TO DIFFERENCES IN SENSORY PERCEPTION OR EMOTIONAL REGULATION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THE Power oF ToucH: UNDERSTANDING PHYSICAL BOUNDARIES AND PERSONAL SPACE

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND EMOTIONAL REASONS BEHIND DISCOMFORT WITH PHYSICAL TOUCH. |T DELVES
INTO PERSONAL BOUNDARIES, TRAUMA, AND SENSORY SENSITIVITIES THAT INFLUENCE HOW INDIVIDUALS PERCEIVE TOUCH.
READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO HOW TO COMMUNICATE THEIR BOUNDARIES EFFECTIVELY AND DEVELOP HEALTHIER
RELATIONSHIPS.

2. WHen ToucH Feers UNWELCOME: NAVIGATING PHYSICAL DISCOMFORT AND SOCIAL INTERACTION

FOCUSING ON THE SOCIAL ASPECTS, THIS BOOK EXAMINES WHY SOME PEOPLE FEEL UNEASY WITH PHYSICAL CONTACT IN
VARIOUS SETTINGS. |T DISCUSSES THE IMPACT OF PAST EXPERIENCES, CULTURAL DIFFERENCES, AND INDIVIDUAL PREFERENCES.
PRACTICAL STRATEGIES ARE OFFERED TO HELP READERS MANAGE UNCOMFORTABLE SITUATIONS WITH CONFIDENCE.

3. ToucH AND TRAUMA: HEALING FROM PHYSICAL DISCOMFORT

THIS BOOK CONNECTS PHYSICAL TOUCH DISCOMFORT WITH EXPERIENCES OF TRAUMA AND ABUSE. |T OFFERS THERAPEUTIC
APPROACHES AND HEALING TECHNIQUES TO OVERCOME NEGATIVE ASSOCIATIONS WITH TOUCH. READERS WILL FIND GUIDANCE ON
REBUILDING TRUST IN THEIR BODIES AND OTHERS THROUGH MINDFUL PRACTICES.

4. IN Your SPAcCE: THE SciENCE BEHIND PHYSICAL ToucH AND PErsoNAL COMFORT

A SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION OF HOW THE BRAIN PROCESSES TOUCH AND WHY SOME PEOPLE MAY EXPERIENCE DISCOMFORT. THE
AUTHOR EXPLAINS NEUROLOGICAL, DEVELOPMENTAL, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS INFLUENCING TOUCH SENSITIVITY. THE
BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES SENSORY PROCESSING DISORDERS AND THEIR IMPACT ON EVERYDAY LIFE.

5. BoUNDARIES AND TOUCH: RESPECTING PERSONAL COMFORT IN RELA TIONSHIPS

THIS BOOK EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF SETTING AND RESPECTING PHYSICAL BOUNDARIES IN PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL
RELATIONSHIPS. |T OFFERS ADVICE ON RECOGNIZING YOUR OWN COMFORT LEVELS AND COMMUNICATING THEM CLEARLY. THE
BOOK ALSO COVERS HOW TO HANDLE SITUATIONS WHEN BOUNDARIES ARE CROSSED.

6. WHy Does ToucH HURT? UNDERSTANDING SENSORY PROCESSING AND EMOTIONAL RESPONSES

DELVING INTO SENSORY PROCESSING ISSUES, THIS BOOK ADDRESSES WHY PHYSICAL TOUCH CAN CAUSE DISCOMFORT OR PAIN
FOR SOME INDIVIDUALS. |T EXPLAINS THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN THE NERVOUS SYSTEM AND EMOTIONAL REACTIONS TO TOUCH.
READERS WILL LEARN ABOUT CONDITIONS LIKE AUTISM AND TACTILE DEFENSIVENESS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO TOUCH SENSITIVITY.

7. CoMFORT ZONES: OVERCOMING ANXIETY AROUND PHYSICAL CONTACT

THIS BOOK FOCUSES ON ANXIETY-RELATED REASONS FOR DISCOMFORT WITH TOUCH, INCLUDING SOCIAL ANXIETY AND PAST
NEGATIVE EXPERIENCES. |T PROVIDES COGNITIVE-BEHAVIORAL TECHNIQUES AND MINDFULNESS EXERCISES TO HELP READERS
GRADUALLY BECOME MORE COMFORTABLE WITH PHYSICAL CONTACT. THE GOAL IS TO FOSTER EMOTIONAL SAFETY AND SELF-
ACCEPTANCE.

8. THe ToucH TAeoo: CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES ON PHYSICAL CONTACT AND DISCOMFORT

EXPLORING HOW CULTURE SHAPES ATTITUDES TOWARD TOUCH, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS DIFFERENCES IN PHYSICAL CONTACT
NORMS AROUND THE WORLD. |T DISCUSSES HOW CULTURAL BACKGROUND CAN INFLUENCE ONE’S COMFORT LEVEL AND REACTIONS
TO TOUCH. READERS WILL BETTER UNDERSTAND THE SOCIAL CONTEXT OF THEIR OWN FEELINGS AND THOSE OF OTHERS.

Q. HEALING THROUGH TouUcH: RECLAIMING CoMFORT AND CONNECTION
THIS BOOK OFFERS A HOPEFUL APPROACH TO OVERCOMING DISCOMFORT WITH PHYSICAL TOUCH BY EXPLORING HEALING



MODALITIES SUCH AS MASSAGE THERAPY, SOMATIC EXPERIENCING, AND BODY \W ORK. |T EMPHASIZES THE POTENTIAL FOR TOUCH
TO BECOME A SOURCE OF COMFORT AND CONNECTION RATHER THAN DISTRESS. PERSONAL STORIES AND EXPERT ADVICE INSPIRE
READERS TO TAKE STEPS TOWARD HEALING.
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why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: What are you talking about? Applying
cognitive interviewing to improve survey questions on women’s economic empowerment for
market inclusion Myers, Emily, Heckert, Jessica, Salazar, Elizabeth, Kalagho, Kenan, Salamba,
Flora, Mzungu, Diston, Mswero, Grace, Adegbola, Ygue Patrice, Crinot, Geraud Fabrice,
Kouton-Bognon, Baudelaire, Pereira, Audrey, Rubin, Deborah, Malapit, Hazel J., Seymour, Greg,
2023-06-07 Monitoring progress toward women’s empowerment requires tools that reflect its
underlying concepts. Cognitive interviewing is a qualitative approach for identifying sources of error
in how respondents respond to survey items. This study identifies cognitive errors in survey modules
included in the project level Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index for Market Inclusion
(pro-WEAI+MI) in Benin and Malawi. Comprehension, retrieval, judgment, and response errors were
all found to different degrees in the nine modules comprising the survey instrument. There are
variations in findings by country context and, to a lesser extent, gender. The findings of this study
informed revisions to the pro-WEAI+MI survey instrument and offer insights into how best to design
survey modules used for monitoring progress toward gender equality in agricultural value chains
and development efforts.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Living with Extreme Intelligence Sonja
Falck, 2023-03-30 In Living with Extreme Intelligence: Developing Essential Communication Skills,
Dr Sonja Falck provides a unique and practical manual of how to improve interpersonal interactions
that involve adults who stand out from the neurotypical majority by having top 2% IQ. Her main
message is that understanding the individual differences involved in extreme intelligence and
mastering relevant communication skills can break through barriers of frustration,
underachievement, and loneliness, to bring about brain-changingly positive conversations and
interpersonal effectiveness, connection, and joy. Dr Falck begins by explaining the
neurophysiological and social foundations of why we communicate the way we do, and then explains
in detail seven essential communication skills. Following this, she shows how to put these skills into
practice, applying insights from depth psychology and demonstrating how to have better
conversations in a variety of contexts from general social gatherings to the workplace and intimate
relationships. Particular attention is paid to areas that Dr Falck’s research and professional practice
have repeatedly shown her are challenging for adults with extreme intelligence, such as small talk,
office politics, dating, and handling conflict. She draws on case examples from her consulting work
(psychotherapy and coaching) with clients who have extreme intelligence, and examples from
novels, cinema, the media, the literature on giftedness, and biographical material on high-profile
high-IQ figures like Steve Jobs, Elon Musk and Lady Gaga. Throughout she emphasizes the theme
from her original model of interpersonal relating, which is that experiencing freedom of
self-expression with others who offer you a high level of acceptance is what puts you in a state of
thriving. The book provides step-by-step guidance for engaging in numerous interpersonal
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situations, such as how to handle difficult conversations, how to write effective emails, how to
breathe, listen, play, take a risk, bond, repair a broken connection, and keep yourself well through
changes like failure, success, and falling in love. It is essential reading for anyone affected by, or
interested in, issues associated with extremely high intelligence.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Interpersonal Communication Richard
West, Lynn H. Turner, 2018-11-29 Interpersonal Communication, Fourth Edition empowers you to
become a more confident communicator by providing you with both the knowledge and the practical
skills you need to make effective communication choices in today's rapidly changing and
technologically advanced society. Rather than telling you how to communicate, authors Richard L.
West and Lynn H. Turner offer a toolbox of key skills so you can actively choose and experiment with
strategies appropriate for a given situation. Filled with realistic examples and scenarios that reflect
the diversity and interactions of today's students, this practical text makes clear connections among
theory, skills, and the life situations we all encounter on a daily basis. New to the Fourth Edition:
New personal reflection questions for the IPC Careers and IPC Around Us features help you discover
the relevance of interpersonal communication in your everyday life. A new applied theory feature,
IPC Praxis, shows you how to apply the theories outlined in the chapter narrative to your life
experiences. New chapter wrap-ups, key questions for application, and communication application
tests provide you with opportunities to assess what you have learned in the chapter. SAGE edge
provides you with helpful tools, including eFlashcards, practice quizzes, and more, in one easy-to-use
online environment.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Juggling Food and Feelings Mary
Lizabeth Gatta, 2002-01-01 In Juggling Food and Feelings Mary Gatta applies social and
structuration theory to the workplace as she analyzes the emotional challenges faced by restaurant
workers. Gatta utilizes extensive participatory observation of, and interviews with, restaurant
managers and servers to explore how workers deal with emotional experience in the workplace.
Positing that we ordinarily maintain an emotional balance, Gatta theorizes that our ability to cope
with emotional disturbances in the workplace depends on situated rebalancing scripts used to
control feelings. Contributing to the sociology of gender, social psychology, and labor theory this
study of occupations expertly reveals the complex typology of emotion management.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: This Is Awkward Sammy Rhodes,
2016-03-01 Don’t waste your awkwardness. The most difficult subjects in our lives are also the ones
that we find most uncomfortable to talk about: divorce, body image, sexuality, pornography, or
depression. Our awkward silence reveals the gap that exists between what we are and what we
know we should be. But God loves those awkward moments, Sammy Rhodes argues, because they
are precisely where we find connection with God and one another. In This Is Awkward, Rhodes talks
directly, honestly, hilariously about the most painfully uncomfortable subjects in our lives. In
chapters like “Parents Are a Gift (You Can’t Return Them)” and “The Porn in My Side,” he boldly
goes where most of us fear to tread, revealing that we can be liberated by the embrace of a God who
knows the most shameful things about us and loves us all the same. Because nothing is too awkward
for God.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Recognising Asperger's Syndrome
(Autism Spectrum Disorder) Trevor Powell, 2017-07-05 Written by a clinical neuropsychologist, this
book is an accessible guide to everything you need to know about Asperger Syndrome, offering
information and guidance, self-help and coping strategies and illustrated throughout with over 150
personal quotes, vignettes and anecdotes from clients with AS with whom the author has worked
with clinically over the last 10 years. The book is deliberately aimed at a broad audience of people:
those who have just received a diagnosis and want to know more, those who are considering seeking
a diagnosis, family members, relatives, friends and clinicians including mental health workers,
psychologists, support workers and all those who work with people with AS. Trevor Powell is a
Consultant Clinical Psychologist who is the Lead for Neuropsychology services for Berkshire
Healthcare NHS Trust. He has written a number of books and research articles having worked



clinically for over 30 years in the field of adult mental health, brain injury, particularly head injury,
and with adults with Asperger's syndrome/Autism.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Positive Ethics for Mental Health
Professionals Sharon K. Anderson, Mitchell M. Handelsman, 2021-08-02 Develop a practical and
comprehensive view of professional ethics In the newly updated Second Edition of Positive Ethics for
Mental Health Professionals: A Proactive Approach, distinguished psychologists Drs. Sharon K.
Anderson and Mitchell M Handelsman deliver an insightful guide for mental health professionals and
trainees to stregthen and/or develop their professional and ethical identities. Utilizing the same
informal and inviting tone of the first edition, Anderson and Handelsman share the literature and
provide positive discussions, exercises, case scenarios, and writing assignments, to help you explore
and develop your ethical core. You'll also develop your self-reflective skills to learn how to make
excellent ethical choices regarding psychotherapy and couseling. This edition of the book also offers:
An introduction of the idea of tripping points, or predictable pitfalls, when making ethical choices.
Discussions of nonrational factors in ethical decision-making, including biases, heuristics, and
emotional influences. A renewed focus on ethical acculturation, which emphasizes the importance of
your own background in the development of your ethical identity. Perfect for undergraduate and
graduate students studying psychotherapy and mental health counseling, Positive Ethics for Mental
Health Professionals, will also earn a place in the libraries of mental health practitioners seeking a
primer on the complicated ethical issues that inevitably arise in their practices- and how to prepare
for them and navigate them.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Overcoming Anxiety in Sex and
Relationships Paula Leech, 2024-10-16 This book gives readers an accessible and comprehensive
understanding of how anxiety, stress, and pressure can have a profound impact on pleasure,
connection, and sexual functioning, offering practical tips and techniques for resolving common
sexual struggles. Anxiety can influence a multitude of aspects that make us who we are, changing
how we move through, make meaning of, and interact with the world around us. Paula Leech begins
by defining anxiety and how it affects our physiology before guiding readers to identify some of the
primary sources of anxiety in their lives, such as family, gender, culture, religion, relationship
dynamics, and sexual trauma. Encouraging clients to take responsibility, she offers alternative ways
of conceptualizing and defining sex, sexuality, sexual values, and a client’s ongoing sexual
development as a way of addressing some of the emotional, social, and psychological barriers to
intimacy. Practical and engaging, this book includes mindfulness and embodiment exercises to help
clients release stored tension, work through specific sexual struggles and “dysfunctions,” and
deepen their connections with their body. This guide is essential reading for established and training
sex therapists as well as for those who experience anxiety-based sexual challenges with their
partner.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Runways and High Heels and Murder
Patti Larsen, 2018-07-10 An empowering kind of moment I had no idea hitting someone could be so
emotionally satisfying. Not that I condoned violence on a regular basis, but I did happen to be known
for my temper. Still, I usually took the pacifist route on the outside, if I tended to boil over on the
inside. This opportunity to actually use my fists to strike out at another human being had much more
appeal than I should have allowed myself. And the tight grin and panting half-hiccup, half-giggle that
escaped me every time I punched Matt honestly had to go. Self-defense class was fun, yo. Fee and
Crew have fallen into a delightful romance while Reading's continuing popularity keeps her busy at
work. When a fashion show comes to town, Fee finds herself hosting Vivian French's favorite
designer at Petunia's, along with the drama that entails. But when one of the elite ends up dead, it's
the drama between her loved ones that gets Fee the most riled up while she does her best to solve
yet another murder. cozy murder mystery series, cozy murder mystery, cozy murder mystery books,
cozy murder, cozy murder mysteries, animal cozy mystery, animal cozy

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Forever and Always Celestia G. Tracy,
Steven R. Tracy, 2011-04-07 This is a handbook for understanding and deepening the stages



involved in bonding or attaching closely to another human being. Marriage, the most intimate of all
human relationships, is described in Scripture as a one flesh mystery (Eph 5:31-32).

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Awkward Conversations with Animals
I've F*cked Rob Hayes, 2014-08-01 One-night stands are awkward. One-night stands with animals
are more awkward. And when you're as desperate to please as Bobby, things get awkward as f*ck.
He's just a guy with too much love to give, and a burning desire to give it to consensual adult
mammals.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Working with High-Risk Youth Peter
Smyth, 2023-12-28 This fully revised and expanded second edition focusses on high-risk youth -
whose struggles include neglect and abuse, alcohol and drug abuse, the risk of being exploited,
mental health issues, and the inability to self-regulate and trust - a population of youth that
government child welfare services and community agencies struggle to serve adequately. The focus
has traditionally been on punishment-consequence interventions and demanding compliance, but
experience and research shows that they can be better served through relationship-based practice
incorporating harm reduction principles, resiliency and strength-based approaches, community
collaboration, and an understanding that these youth typically come from experiences of early
trauma impacting their brain development and their ability to form attachments. With new material
on attachment, trauma and brain development, the perfect storm youth, how to end relationships,
shame, and societal divisions, this book provides an overview of the Get Connected practice
framework and philosophy which has been successfully used in Canada and New Zealand and
provides strategies for engaging and working with the most disconnected, challenging, and troubled
youth in society. It will be required reading for all agency service providers, community outreach
workers, youth workers, group home workers, probation officers, foster parents, adoptive parents,
service navigators, counsellors, addictions workers, mental health workers, teachers, youth group
leaders, and youth pastors/advisors in religious settings, and camp counsellors.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Getting Your Husband to Talk to You Bob
Moeller, Cheryl Moeller, 2013-09-01 “The only husbands who will not talk to their wives are the ones
who do not believe they will be listened to. If your husband believes you will listen to him, he will
talk to you.” In this eye-opening new book on communication—or its lack—in marriage, Bob and
Cheryl Moeller help couples break free from behaviors that hinder heart connections. The book
provides for wives such practical insights as the seven most common reasons husbands don’t talk to
their wivesthe five most common mistakes wives make when talking to their husbandsseven winning
strategies wives can use to get their husbands to open up In Getting Your Husband to Talk to You,
the Moellers offer wise counsel that will help wives empower their husbands to share their hearts,
draw closer than ever, and enhance their marriage bond.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Just Work Kim Scott, 2021-03-16 From
Kim Scott, author of the revolutionary New York Times bestseller Radical Candor, comes Just
Work—how we can recognize, attack, and eliminate workplace injustice—and transform our careers
and organizations in the process. We—all of us—consistently exclude, underestimate, and
underutilize huge numbers of people in the workforce even as we include, overestimate, and
promote others, often beyond their level of competence. Not only is this immoral and unjust, it's bad
for business. Just Work is the solution. Just Work is Kim Scott's new book, revealing a practical
framework for both respecting everyone’s individuality and collaborating effectively. This is the
essential guide leaders and their employees need to create more just workplaces and establish new
norms of collaboration and respect.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Stepping in the NOW Vaishnavi
Dahake, 2021-07-14 Stepping in the Now is focused to be a YA contemporary that revolves around
the life of Prayaag—a sixteen year old boy who’s walking on the path of pursuing his parents’ dream
of becoming a doctor, but secretly he wishes to be a writer and that means crushing and stomping
over his parents’ dream; Jeeval—a sixteen year old girl who’s lost both of her parents at a very young
age, as a result of which she’s emotionally closed herself off completely until she meets Prayaag at



the same coaching centre; Samtha—a lady they meet in a basement slam sort of place who’s stepped
out of a horrible marriage—she’d to do because of parental pressure—and that has left her
devastated and unable to trust anybody; Abhinav—]Jeeval’s brother and a medical repeater at the
same coaching centre, who’s also dealing with his past demons along with his sexuality and the
current pressure of cracking the entrance test that leads him on to a very dangerous path (drugs);
Sameer—Jeeval and Abhinav’s cousin who owns a freaking bookstore so Prayaag envies him
downright (I mean, who wouldn’t?); and a stranger they come across with or rather with his
diary—Arjav—who dreamt about watching every possible corner of the world. The trio of Jeeval,
Abhinav and Sameer enter Prayaag’s life like a hurricane, stirring him from top to bottom, and make
him question all the things he’s been doing wrong—Arjav’s diary acts as a very good catalyst. And
so, Prayaag mixes with them like hot chocolate does with warm milk; changing its colour and making
it taste better. That diary contains nothing more than four pages in which the stranger—Arjav, had
written about transcending each and every factor that was holding him back from following his
heart, living the life he’d always imagined. That diary creates a chaotic mess inside Prayaag’s head.
He is constantly juggling himself between his and his parents’ dreams. In between all this chaos,
they discover a place of solace, SOUL'’s, an extension of coffee corner—where they all always sit to
spend some time together. SOUL’s is every writer’s dream-come-true—where people could take the
centre stage and share their words with people who are greedy and needy for them. That’s where
they meet Samtha for the first time. She touches Prayaag’s life in a different and stupefying way.
The way they both are walking on the path of medical science yet have a secret desire of becoming a
writer develops an instant connection between them. Samtha is a frequent performer at SOUL’s and
Prayaag never once misses any of her performance, even if that means bunking his classes. She isn’t
just a random performer for him; she’s his friend, philosopher and guide, who helps him in clearing a
lot of his mess. As time passes by, Jeeval, Prayaag, Abhinav, Sameer, and Samtha grow to be
inseparable part of each other’s lives—with an addition of Bilal, Abhinav’s secret companion.
Through series of events like—chatting with Samtha on life and philosophy; meeting his childhood
best-friend who is a fashion designing student—something she wanted to do all her life; a book
launch at Sameer’s bookstore—where a young bestselling author of an inspirational novel shines his
thoughts on how taking two steps forward on your account, to make yourself happy, and a step
back-dragged by others is still one step forward; meeting Arjav and knowing his story—Prayaag
finally gets the courage to write his story, take a step toward his dreams, believe in them and make
others (his parents) believe in them too. The story takes a turn when they are on a road trip. Jeeval
has issues celebrating her birthday as the day on which the accident that killed her father clash with
that day. But trying to shoot it out and to leave all the scars behind, they go on a road trip to meet
Arjav. Through his diary they manage to find Arjav, who now stays in Udaipur. On their trip back
home, their car meets with an accident as a result of which Prayaag has a near-death experience and
an acute memory loss...that leads to some blank spaces on his memory but not enough to make him
forget his passion and his love and his I-could-do-anything-for-them-and-that-is-mutual-too friends.
Stepping in the Now isn’t just about Prayaag following dreams. It’s also about: Jeeval: who carries
her I-don’t-care-about-anyone-but-me facade yet deep down she feels deeply—not just for
Prayaag—for everyone around her; who falls for a boy who tries to push her away consistently, but
she sticks to her ground and make that boy realize—push-away-s don’t work when the fire is burning
with equal intensity on both the sides. Abhinav: who is constantly fighting with himself ever since his
parents died four years ago, and even before that by keeping a major part of him a secret. Being a
medical repeater he has more pressure on him. Getting involved with drugs, he is almost on the path
of ending his life, but with the help of his friends-slash-family he finds a new and brighter path for
himself. Samtha: a lady who’s stepped out of a horrible marriage and is trying her best to find an
anchor within herself; who thought life’s just a means to wait for death, finally realizes that a flower
has to wilt after blooming but that shouldn’t bring a pause to the beautiful phase of blooming. The
story ends with Prayaag writing his story and continuing his journey with Jeeval, Abhinav giving
himself another chance...giving his life another chance, and Samtha—who initially stopped believing



in love and relationships—ending up with Sameer.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Communication in Healthcare
Principles, Skills and Practices Dr. S.N. Basu, 2025-09-25 Communication is the heartbeat of
healthcare. From building trust with patients to coordinating care within teams, effective
communication is fundamental to quality, safety, and ethical practice in healthcare. Yet, it remains
one of the most undertaught and underpractised skills. '‘Communication in Healthcare: Principles,
Skills and Practices' is a timely and comprehensive guide that bridges theory and practice to address
the realworld communication needs of healthcare professionals. Grounded in evidence and enriched
with clinical insight, this book explores key competencies such as empathetic listening, shared
decisionmaking, conflict resolution, and communication in emotionally charged or highstakes
situations. Uniquely contextualised for Indian healthcare systems while drawing from global best
practices, this book is an essential resource for medical and nursing students, educators, clinicians,
and health administrators. Each chapter offers clear concepts, practical strategies, and reflective
tools to promote effective, ethical, and communication. patientcentred Whether you are at the
bedside, in the classroom, or shaping policy, this book will support your journey towards more
meaningful, impactful, and compassionate communication in healthcare.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: JUDD J. D. Toombs, Erika Schulze,
2021-03-05 Comet Cove is a city where everyone gets their own special powers when they come of
age. Everyone, that is, except for Samael Judd. Ordinary in a world of extraordinaries, Sam faces the
possibility of exile, should his powerlessness be discovered. When a Fragment doesn’t accept
themselves, their Aura doesn’t give them the powers they’'re promised, making them a Blank. But a
solution exists: If Sam can confront the part of himself that he would rather stay buried, he just
might be in the clear. That is, until he finds out he’s revealed his secret to the wrong person.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: The 5 Languages of Appreciation in
the Workplace Gary Chapman, Paul White, 2019-01-01 OVER 600,000 COPIES SOLD! Based on the
#1 New York Times bestseller The 5 Love Languages® (over 20 million copies sold) Dramatically
improve workplace relationships simply by learning your coworkers’ language of appreciation. This
book will give you the tools to create a more positive workplace, increase employee engagement,
and reduce staff turnover. How? By teaching you to effectively communicate authentic appreciation
and encouragement to employees, co-workers, and leaders. Most relational problems in
organizations flow from this question: do people feel appreciated? This book will help you answer
“Yes!” A bestseller—having sold over 600,000 copies and translated into 24 languages—this book
has proven to be effective and valuable in diverse settings. Its principles about human behavior have
helped businesses, non-profits, hospitals, schools, government agencies, and organizations with
remote workers. PLUS! Each book contains a free access code for taking the online Motivating By
Appreciation (MBA) Inventory (does not apply to purchases of used books). The assessment
identifies a person’s preferred languages of appreciation to help you apply the book. When
supervisors and colleagues understand their coworkers’ primary and secondary languages, as well
as the specific actions they desire, they can effectively communicate authentic appreciation, thus
creating healthy work relationships and raising the level of performance across an entire team or
organization. **(Please contact mpcustomerservice@moody.edu if you purchased your book new and
the access code is denied.) Take your team to the next level by applying The 5 Languages of
Appreciation in the Workplace.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Raising Sexually Intelligent Kids
Anisa Varasteh, 2023-12-01 Many parents feel uncomfortable with the thought of having ‘the talk’
with their children, especially teenagers. But what many people don’t realise is how much of
sexuality education has nothing to do with sex itself. In this book, Clinical Sexologist Anisa Varasteh
teaches the foundations of a comprehensive sexuality education for children and teenagers and
answers the most common questions young people have about sex and sexuality. Contrary to popular
belief, talking about sex and sexuality does not make young people more prone to sexual
experimentation. This book provides research-based evidence for how a comprehensive sexuality



education is important for children’s safety, psychological and physical wellbeing. It identifies the
barriers to having open conversations with children and teenagers, and outlines methods for how to
overcome them. With a focus on skills, the book addresses the building blocks of sexuality education
and how to develop an environment of mutual trust, it outlines key topics for discussion and the
skills that children need to develop to make healthy decisions about their sexuality. Complete with
practical support, including over 20 worksheets and a comprehensive list of tough questions from
teenagers - and suggestions for how to address them - this book is an essential resource for parents,
carers and educators who are responsible for the health, safety and development of children and
teenagers.

why does physical touch make me uncomfortable: Touch in Sports Coaching and
Physical Education Heather Piper, 2014-08-07 In our increasingly risk-averse society, touch and
touching behaviours between professionals and children have become a fraught issue. In sports
coaching and physical education, touching young sports performers and participants has, in some
contexts, come to be redefined as dubious and dangerous. Coaches find themselves operating in a
framework of regulations and guidelines that create anxiety, for them and others, and for many
volunteer (and sometimes professional) coaches, this fearful context has led them to question the
risks and benefits of their continuing involvement in sport. Touch in Sports Coaching and Physical
Education is the first book to explore this difficult topic in detail. Drawing on a series of international
studies from the US, UK, Australia, Canada, Sweden and elsewhere, it presents important new
research evidence and examines theories of risk and moral panic that frame the discussion. By
challenging prevailing orthodoxies the book makes a significant contribution to critical discussion
around practice, pedagogy, politics and policy in sport and physical education, and also informs
current debates around the nature and quality of all in loco parentis relationships.
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