
why are eyewitness accounts important to historical
research

why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research is a fundamental question for historians and
scholars seeking to reconstruct past events with accuracy and depth. Eyewitness testimonies provide direct,
firsthand perspectives that bring historical narratives to life and help verify facts that might otherwise be
lost or distorted over time. These accounts offer unique insights into the social, cultural, and emotional
contexts of historical moments, enriching the understanding beyond mere dates and statistics. Their importance
lies not only in corroborating other sources but also in revealing the human experience behind historical events.
This article explores the significance of eyewitness accounts in historical research, examining their value,
challenges, and the methods historians employ to assess and utilize these testimonies effectively. The following
sections will guide readers through the reasons eyewitness accounts are indispensable, their role in
constructing historical narratives, and the critical evaluation necessary to handle them responsibly.

The Value of Eyewitness Accounts in Historical Research

Challenges and Limitations of Eyewitness Testimonies

Methodologies for Evaluating Eyewitness Accounts

The Role of Eyewitness Accounts in Shaping Historical Narratives

Case Studies Demonstrating the Impact of Eyewitness Testimonies

The Value of Eyewitness Accounts in Historical Research

Direct Access to Primary Information

Eyewitness accounts provide historians with direct access to primary information, which is crucial for
constructing accurate historical records. Unlike secondary sources that interpret or analyze events,
eyewitness testimonies originate from individuals who personally experienced or observed the events in question.
This firsthand perspective offers a level of detail and immediacy that helps researchers understand what
happened, when, and under what circumstances.

Enriching Historical Context and Detail

These accounts add depth to historical research by including details about the environment, emotions, and
social dynamics surrounding events. Such rich descriptions often reveal nuances that official documents or
third-party reports may overlook or omit. This contextual information enhances the understanding of
historical periods, providing a more comprehensive picture of past societies and their experiences.

Corroboration and Verification of Facts

Eyewitness testimonies serve as vital tools for corroborating other sources of historical data. When
multiple accounts align, they strengthen the credibility of a particular event’s description. This cross-
verification helps historians confirm the authenticity of facts and identify inconsistencies or biases in other
records, thereby improving the overall reliability of historical research.



Challenges and Limitations of Eyewitness Testimonies

Memory Distortion and Subjectivity

Despite their value, eyewitness accounts are subject to human memory limitations. Over time, memories can fade,
become distorted, or be influenced by personal beliefs and emotions. This subjectivity can result in inaccuracies
or exaggerated details that complicate the historian’s task of discerning factual information.

Bias and Perspective

Every eyewitness narrates events through their unique cultural, social, and personal lens, which can
introduce bias. These biases may affect what is remembered and reported, potentially skewing the historical
record. Recognizing and accounting for these perspectives is essential to avoid misinterpretation and to
maintain a balanced understanding of history.

Inconsistencies and Contradictions

Conflicting eyewitness accounts often arise when multiple individuals describe the same event differently. These
contradictions can challenge historians in determining which version is more accurate or representative. Careful
analysis and comparison of testimonies are required to navigate these discrepancies effectively.

Methodologies for Evaluating Eyewitness Accounts

Source Criticism

Historians employ source criticism to assess the reliability and validity of eyewitness testimonies. This process
involves examining the origin of the account, the background of the eyewitness, and the context in which the
testimony was recorded or reported. Understanding these factors helps identify potential biases or limitations
inherent in the account.

Cross-Referencing with Other Evidence

Another critical method is cross-referencing eyewitness accounts with other historical evidence such as
official documents, archaeological findings, or contemporaneous media reports. This triangulation helps verify
details and build a more accurate and comprehensive historical narrative.

Understanding the Historical and Cultural Context

Evaluating eyewitness testimonies also requires placing them within their broader historical and cultural
context. Awareness of the societal norms, political climate, and prevailing attitudes during the time of the
event assists historians in interpreting the significance and potential biases of the accounts.



The Role of Eyewitness Accounts in Shaping Historical Narratives

Humanizing Historical Events

Eyewitness accounts bring a human dimension to historical research. They provide personal stories and
emotional depth that transform abstract events into relatable experiences. This humanization helps readers and
scholars connect with history on a more intimate level.

Influencing Public Memory and Perception

These testimonies often shape public memory and collective perceptions of historical events. Eyewitness
narratives can influence how societies remember and interpret their past, affecting cultural identity and
historical consciousness.

Filling Gaps in Official Records

Historical records are sometimes incomplete or biased due to censorship, loss, or selective documentation.
Eyewitness accounts can fill these gaps, offering alternative viewpoints and previously undocumented
information that enrich the historical record.

Case Studies Demonstrating the Impact of Eyewitness Testimonies

The Civil Rights Movement

Eyewitness accounts from participants and observers of the Civil Rights Movement in the United States provide
invaluable insights into the experiences of activists and the societal challenges they faced. These narratives
have helped historians understand the emotional and social dynamics of the era beyond official political
documents.

World War II

Testimonies from soldiers, civilians, and survivors of World War II have contributed to a multifaceted
understanding of the conflict. Eyewitness accounts reveal personal struggles, acts of heroism, and the
horrors of war, complementing military records and strategic analyses.

Natural Disasters

Eyewitness descriptions of natural disasters, such as earthquakes and hurricanes, offer detailed observations
that assist in reconstructing events and assessing their impact on communities. These accounts often provide
critical information for disaster response and historical documentation.

Important Factors When Using Eyewitness Accounts:

Assess the credibility of the source



Consider possible biases or motives

Compare multiple eyewitness testimonies

Verify details against other historical evidence

Understand the broader historical context

Frequently Asked Questions

Why are eyewitness accounts considered valuable in historical research?

Eyewitness accounts provide firsthand perspectives and details that help historians understand events more
vividly and accurately, offering insights that secondary sources might lack.

How do eyewitness accounts enhance the reliability of historical
narratives?

They add authenticity by providing direct observations, allowing historians to cross-check facts and build a
more nuanced and credible account of historical events.

What challenges do historians face when using eyewitness accounts?

Eyewitness accounts can be subjective, influenced by personal biases, faulty memory, or limited perspectives,
which requires historians to critically evaluate and corroborate them with other evidence.

In what ways do eyewitness accounts contribute to understanding the
social and cultural context of historical events?

They reveal personal experiences, emotions, and societal attitudes of the time, helping historians grasp the
cultural and social dynamics surrounding historical events.

Why is it important to compare multiple eyewitness accounts in historical
research?

Comparing multiple accounts helps identify consistencies and discrepancies, reducing bias and providing a more
balanced and comprehensive understanding of the event.

Can eyewitness accounts influence modern interpretations of history?

Yes, they shape how history is understood and taught by offering personal stories that humanize events,
influencing public memory and contemporary perspectives on the past.

Additional Resources
1. Eyewitness to History: The Value of Personal Testimonies in Research
This book explores the critical role that eyewitness accounts play in reconstructing historical events. It
discusses how firsthand testimonies provide unique perspectives that complement official records. The author
also examines the challenges of verifying such accounts and offers methods for historians to assess their



reliability.

2. The Power of Memory: Eyewitness Accounts and Historical Truth
Focusing on the intersection of memory and history, this book delves into how eyewitness narratives shape our
understanding of the past. It analyzes both the strengths and limitations of personal recollections. Through
case studies, the book highlights how these accounts enrich historical research despite potential biases.

3. Voices from the Past: Utilizing Eyewitness Testimonies in Historical Study
This title provides a comprehensive guide on incorporating eyewitness narratives into historical research. It
emphasizes the importance of context and corroboration when interpreting these accounts. The author
illustrates how such testimonies can reveal social, cultural, and emotional dimensions often absent from
traditional sources.

4. Seeing History: The Importance of Eyewitness Evidence
An accessible introduction to why firsthand accounts matter in history, this book argues that eyewitness
evidence brings events to life. It discusses methods historians use to evaluate the accuracy and significance of
these sources. The text also addresses common misconceptions about eyewitness reliability.

5. Witness to the Past: Eyewitness Accounts as Historical Evidence
This book investigates the role of eyewitness accounts as primary sources in historical inquiry. It explores
how these narratives contribute to a more nuanced understanding of events. The author also discusses ethical
considerations in using personal testimonies, particularly in sensitive or traumatic contexts.

6. Through Their Eyes: Eyewitness Narratives and Historical Reconstruction
Highlighting the narrative power of eyewitness testimonies, this book examines how historians reconstruct
events through personal stories. It showcases various historical periods where eyewitness accounts have been
pivotal. The book also provides strategies for distinguishing between subjective perception and factual
reporting.

7. Remembering History: The Significance of Eyewitness Testimonies
This volume addresses the psychological aspects of memory and how they impact the reliability of eyewitness
accounts. It offers insights into how historians can interpret these testimonies critically. The book argues
that despite imperfections, eyewitness narratives are indispensable for a fuller picture of history.

8. Eyewitnesses and Historical Accuracy: Balancing Subjectivity and Fact
Focusing on the tension between subjective experience and objective history, this book analyzes how eyewitness
accounts can both clarify and complicate historical research. It presents frameworks for integrating these
narratives responsibly. The author advocates for a balanced approach that respects personal perspectives
while seeking factual accuracy.

9. The Human Element: Eyewitness Testimonies in Historical Research
This book emphasizes the human dimension that eyewitness accounts bring to historical study. It discusses how
personal experiences reveal the emotions, motivations, and social contexts behind historical events. The
author provides practical advice for historians on collecting, verifying, and interpreting eyewitness
testimonies to enrich their work.
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  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: The SAGE Encyclopedia of
Qualitative Research Methods Lisa M. Given, 2008-08-19 Qualitative research is designed to explore
the human elements of a given topic, while specific qualitative methods examine how individuals see
and experience the world. Qualitative approaches are typically used to explore new phenomena and
to capture individuals′ thoughts, feelings, or interpretations of meaning and process. Such methods
are central to research conducted in education, nursing, sociology, anthropology, information
studies, and other disciplines in the humanities, social sciences, and health sciences. Qualitative
research projects are informed by a wide range of methodologies and theoretical frameworks. The
SAGE Encyclopedia of Qualitative Research Methods presents current and complete information as
well as ready-to-use techniques, facts, and examples from the field of qualitative research in a very
accessible style. In taking an interdisciplinary approach, these two volumes target a broad audience
and fill a gap in the existing reference literature for a general guide to the core concepts that inform
qualitative research practices. The entries cover every major facet of qualitative methods, including
access to research participants, data coding, research ethics, the role of theory in qualitative
research, and much more—all without overwhelming the informed reader. Key Features Defines and
explains core concepts, describes the techniques involved in the implementation of qualitative
methods, and presents an overview of qualitative approaches to research Offers many entries that
point to substantive debates among qualitative researchers regarding how concepts are labeled and
the implications of such labels for how qualitative research is valued Guides readers through the
complex landscape of the language of qualitative inquiry Includes contributors from various
countries and disciplines that reflect a diverse spectrum of research approaches from more
traditional, positivist approaches, through postmodern, constructionist ones Presents some entries
written in first-person voice and others in third-person voice to reflect the diversity of approaches
that define qualitative work Key Themes Approaches and Methodologies Arts-Based Research, Ties
to Computer Software Data Analysis Data Collection Data Types and Characteristics Dissemination
History of Qualitative Research Participants Quantitative Research, Ties to Research Ethics Rigor
Textual Analysis, Ties to Theoretical and Philosophical Frameworks The SAGE Encyclopedia of
Qualitative Research Methods is designed to appeal to undergraduate and graduate students,
practitioners, researchers, consultants, and consumers of information across the social sciences,
humanities, and health sciences, making it a welcome addition to any academic or public library.
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Research and Evaluation
in Education and Psychology Donna M. Mertens, 2023-12-02 In Research and Evaluation in
Education and Psychology: Integrating Diversity With Quantitative, Qualitative, and Mixed Methods,
renowned scholar Donna M. Mertens offers an in-depth introduction to research methods. The Sixth
Edition integrates five major paradigms and emphasizes research within culturally complex
communities. Each chapter thoroughly explains each research step, enriched with a published
sample study for illustration.
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Fast Facts for
Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing Maryann Godshall, 2024-02-21 Helps readers to grasp the
language and process of research with ease With updated content and new references throughout,
the fourth edition of this quick-access resource delivers key information on the foundations of
evidence-based practice (EBP) and fundamental nursing research concepts. Readers of the new
edition will benefit from information on the newest trends in EBP, new case studies demonstrating
how evidence can be translated into practice, expanded coverage of EBP models, and end-of-chapter
study questions with rationales to promote learning. Written for students of EBP and practicing
nurses who wish to integrate research-based theory into their daily practice, this resource outlines
different types of research in easy-to-understand language with the goal of applying EBP into daily
practice. New to the Fourth Edition: Updated throughout with new information and references
Includes case studies demonstrating how evidence can be translated into practice Provides
expanded coverage of EBP models Offers study questions with rationales at the end of each chapter



Key Features: Describes step by step how EBP can be implemented to improve patient care Written
in abbreviated Fast Facts style with brief, bulleted information Includes examples of how hospitals
and healthcare providers are integrating EBP into their practice Advises students on developing and
completing EBP projects
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Understanding
Quantitative and Qualitative Research in Early Childhood Education William Lawrence
Goodwin, Laura D. Goodwin, 1996 What are the fundamental elements of good quantitative and
qualitative research? What are the strengths and weaknesses of each approach? What does research
offer early childhood education? Are quantitative and qualitative approaches compatible? This book
presents the research process and its components in a straightforward, easily accessible manner.
Using real examples from early childhood education, authors William L. Goodwin and Laura D.
Goodwin bring to life for the first time the various methods of research and how they may be studied
and applied. They explore the major aspects of both quantitative and qualitative paradigms and
techniques, stressing the compatibility and complementary nature of the two approaches that are so
often seen as mutually exclusive if not downright contradictory.
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Fast Facts for
Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing, Third Edition Maryann Godshall, 2019-06-21 Second
Edition Designated a Doody’s Core Title! This is a concise, pocket-sized resource for students and
practicing nurses alike that delivers the fundamentals of evidence-based practice (EBP) and basic
nursing research concepts in an easy-to-read, quick-access format. It demystifies the research
process with straightforward information. The third edition is updated to deliver the most current
information on research methods, database upgrades, and new resources. The reference serves as a
succinct companion for students in EBP courses and provides practicing nurses with a resource for
developing EBP on their units. It equips bedside nurses with fundamental concepts and explains
basic research terms and how to conduct literature searches to “find the evidence.” The third edition
continues to deliver the most practical information on EBP, including how to get the best evidence
quickly, using various databases, and coverage of both quantitative and qualitative methods.
At-a-glance charts categorize research and abundant examples demonstrate concepts. This
classroom-tested book also provides background information on defining the “compelling question,”
which is essential to finding the appropriate evidence-based material. New to the Third Edition:
Updated with current information on research methods and new resources “Finding the Evidence”
chapter completely updated with the latest databases and search engines Includes two new
chapters, “The Iowa Model of Evidence-Based Practice to Promote Quality Care” and
“Evidence-Based Practice in the Nurse Residency Program” Aligns with projects that are required by
many undergraduate programs and residency/internship programs for new nurses Incorporates the
Iowa Model of EBP into developing the project format Key Features: Provides step-by-step methods
to implement evidence-based practice Includes examples of how hospitals and healthcare providers
are integrating EBP into their practice Includes extensive coverage of how EBP can be used to
improve patient care, with examples and cases to show readers practical application of content
Reviews basic terms and principles Presents quantitative and qualitative research approaches Has
been classroom tested and used in both live and online course formats
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Ways of Knowing Jonathan
W. Moses, Torbjørn L. Knutsen, 2019-03-22 The third edition of this popular, innovative and
engaging textbook introduces students to the various methods of modern social science, explaining
how these have emerged, their strengths and limitations for understanding the world in which we
live, and how it is possible to combine methodological pluralism with intellectual rigour. Focussing
on the debate between positivist and constructivist approaches, this new edition features
contemporary research examples, expanded discussion of experimental methods, and a new
emphasis on methods that have recently grown in popularity, such as process tracing and controlled
randomized trials. This is the perfect textbook for students studying the philosophy of science in the
context of political science or the social sciences more broadly, and it is essential reading for all



those seeking to understand how different ways of knowing affect the methods we choose to study
social phenomena. New to this Edition: - Contemporary research examples - A new emphasis on
methods that have recently grown in popularity, such as random controlled trials, field experiments,
big data and within-case and process tracing studies
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Thinking D. N. Perkins, J.
Lochhead, J. C. Bishop, 2018-10-24 First published in 1987. Toward the end of August 1984, when
most people were enjoying the last beaches and breezes of summer holidays, over 700 people
gathered from all parts of the world at the Harvard Graduate School of Education, Cambridge, MA,
to hear about, talk about, and think about thinking. The present volume offers a selection of papers
from the many more presented at the 1984 International Conference on Thinking, continuing the
tradition established by its predecessor volume.
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: A History of American
Nursing Deborah Judd, Kathleen Sitzman, Megan Davis, 2010-10-25 History of American Nursing:
Trends and Eras is the first comprehensive nursing history text to be published in years. It provides
a historical overview essential to developing a complete understanding of the nursing profession.
For each key era of U.S. history, nursing is examined in the contexts of the sociopolitical climate of
the day, the image of nurses, nursing education, advances in practice, war and its effect on nursing,
licensure and regulation, and nursing research and its implications. From early nursing to
Nightingale’s revolutionizing influence, through two world wars to today, this succinct text engages
students in an exploration of nursing’s past while connecting it to nursing practice in the present. A
History of American Nursing: Trends and Eras is designed to inform and empower today’s student
nurses as they help to create the future of nursing.
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Fast Facts for
Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing, Second Edition Maryann Godshall, 2015-07-06 Designated
a Doody's Core Title! This is a pithy, pocket-sized resource for students and practicing nurses alike
that delivers the foundations of evidence-based practice (EBP) and basic nursing research concepts
in an easy-to-read, quick-access format. It demystifies the research process with straightforward
information presented in concise sentences and bullet points. The book focuses on providing readers
with the most practical information on EBP--including how to get the best evidence quickly using
various databases and includes coverage of both quantitative and qualitative methods. At-a-glance
charts categorize research and simple examples demonstrate concepts. The second edition has been
updated to reflect rapidly changing trends and stateof-the-art information in EBP, including such
new research methods as narrative inquiry and storytelling. Using proven, class-tested content for
both traditional and online courses, this updated edition includes guidance on how EBP is used to
obtain and retain Magnet status, and presents examples of how health care providers are integrating
EBP into their practice. The text differentiates between EBP and research, often a difficult
distinction for students to grasp. Extensive coverage of how EBP can be used to improve patient
care includes many practical examples. Every chapter includes the popular Fast Facts in a Nutshell
feature, highlighting must-know information. The book also provides background information on
defining the compelling question which is essential to finding the appropriate evidence-based
material. New to the Second Edition: Reflects new trends, research methods, and state-of-the-art
EBP information Includes guidance on how EBP is used to obtain and retain Magnet status Provides
examples of how health care providers and hospitals are integrating EBP into their practice
Differentiates between EBP and research Discusses how EBP can be used to improve patient care
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Foundations of Clinical
Research Leslie G Portney, 2020-01-16 Become a successful evidence-based practitioner. How do
you evaluate the evidence? Is the information accurate, relevant and meaningful for clinical decision
making? Did the design fit the research questions and was the analysis and interpretation of data
appropriate? Here are all the materials you need to take your first steps as evidence-based
practitioners…how to use the design, data and analysis of research as the foundation for effective
clinical decision making. You’ll find support every step of the way as you progress from the



foundations of clinical research and concepts of measurement through the processes of designing
studies and analyzing data to writing their own research proposal.
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Guide to Research in Jewish
History 1933-1945 YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, 1958
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: A History of American
Nursing Deborah M. Judd, 2010
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Stein's Research in
Occupational Therapy, 7th Edition Martin S. Rice, George Tomlin, Franklin Stein, 2024-12-09 The
seventh edition of this best-selling text continues to provide occupational therapy students and
researchers with expert guidance on conducting research, from the formulation of a research
hypothesis to collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data. Now updated in line with the latest
ACOTE Standards, the new edition has been thoroughly revised. Of note is a new chapter on the
capstone project and the integration of the hierarchical Research Pyramid to enhance the book’s
usability for researchers, instructors, and students. It also features a new chapter focused on using
research literature to inform clinical reasoning, highlighting the benefits of scoping reviews,
systemic reviews, meta analyses and meta synthesis, as well as updated tests and evaluations which
can be used as outcome instruments. There are also further contemporary examples of both
quantitative and qualitative research, additions to the glossary of terms and statistics, and updated
references throughout. Offering insightful guidance on conducting research from start to finish, this
invaluable resource will be essential reading for any occupational therapy student or researcher.
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Virtues from Hell: Survivors
of Conflicts and the Reconstruction-Reconciliation Processes Fidèle Ingiyimbere, 2022-01-01 This
book offers a critical examination of certain ideas and values—such as remembering, forgiveness,
story-telling through Truth and Reconciliation Commissions, etc.—that under-gird the transitional
practices and mechanisms of societies emerging from conflicts. It does so by making the survivors’
experience the supreme and ultimate judge of the legitimacy of such practices. While many scholars
have dealt with these topics, this book provides a unique perspective on them by using personal
stories, narratives and memoirs of the survivors as a checking point of the theoretical elaboration of
these ideas and values. By means of an existential phenomenological analysis of the situation of
survivors of gross human rights violations, the book assesses how many resources are still available
to them, so that they can contribute to the processes of reconstruction and reconciliation of their
societies. This analysis constitutes the background for reading the rest of the book, which challenges
some assumptions and presumptions of transitional practices such as healing through truth-telling,
or providing justice through reparations. It does so by presenting nuanced suggestions on the ways
survivors can participate in the reconstruction-reconciliation processes, without jeopardizing their
own well-being.
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Abraham Kuenen
(1828-1891). His Major Contributions to the Study of the Old Testament Dirksen, A. van der
Kooij, 2021-11-15 This volume contains the five papers read at a Symposium held in Leiden on 10
December 1991, on the occasion of the centenary of Abraham Kuenen's death, together with four
other articles. The introductory article gives a short biography of Kuenen, one article deals with his
method, two concern his approach to the religion of ancient Israel, and the other six discuss the
reception of his work on the Pentateuch and later developments in various countries. Together these
articles highlight the significance of this great Old Testament scholar, and at the same time identify
issues which continue to confront Old Testament research. Though the wide variety of new
approaches to the Old Testament has contributed greatly to our understanding of it, it is clear that
historical research has not been rendered obsolete or superfluous by it.
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Historical Controversies
and Historians William Lamont, 2005-06-20 Using a range of historical problems as case studies and
the work of particular historians, this collection of essays introduces students to the nature of
historical method and the realities of doing history.



  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Making Sense in History
Andrew Szanajda, 2007 Making Sense in History provides a guide for history students and teachers.
This work provides descriptions and analysis of several approaches for writing history. While the
focus is on how history has been written, the methods that are researched in the book are suitable
as a reference work for college-level history students and teachers. It provides an overview of how
research has been undertaken, and how authors throughout history have written history. Most
works of this type deal with either the philosophy of history, methodology for writing history, or
historiography. This work combines.
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Wisdom for Faithful
Reading John H. Walton, 2023-04-25 The church has often lost its way in reading the Old Testament
for lack of sound principles of interpretation. John Walton offers a consistent approach to give us
confidence as faithful interpreters, laying out his tried-and-true practices developed over four
decades in the classroom. You may never read the Old Testament the same way again.
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: An Inconvenient
Genocide Geoffrey Robertson, 2014-10-16 The most controversial question that is still being asked
about the First World War - was there an Armenian genocide? - will come to a head on 24 April
2015, when Armenians worldwide will commemorate its centenary and Turkey will deny that it took
place, claiming that the deaths of over half of the Armenian race were justified. This has become a
vital international issue. Twenty national parliaments in democratic countries have voted to
recognise the genocide, but Britain and the USA continue to equivocate for fear of alienating their
NATO ally. Geoffrey Robertson QC condemns this hypocrisy, and in An Inconvenient Genocide he
proves beyond reasonable doubt that the horrific events in the Ottoman Empire in 1915 constitute
the crime against humanity that is today known as genocide. He explains how democracies can deal
with genocide denial without infringing free speech, and makes a major contribution to
understanding and preventing this worst of all crimes. His renowned powers of advocacy are on full
display as he condemns all those - from Sri Lanka to the Sudan, from Old Anatolia to modern Syria
and Iraq - who try to justify the mass murder of children and civilians in the name of military
necessity or religious fervour.
  why are eyewitness accounts important to historical research: Hidden History of Cape Cod
Theresa Mitchell Barbo, 2019-05-20 Discover the fascinating and nearly forgotten history amid Cape
Cod’s salty waves and sandy beaches—photos included. From Provincetown to Falmouth, the Cape’s
fifteen towns offer a plethora of hidden and enchanting tales. Learn why one of the most famous
rescues in Coast Guard history spent nearly fifty years in the shadows without public notice.
Discover which wild creature went from the nineteenth-century soup pot to enjoying conservation
protection under state law. Historian Theresa Mitchell Barbo explores these mysteries and more,
from the lost diary of a nineteenth-century schoolteacher to the reason Cape Codders call their lunch
“the noontime dinner.” Join the author as she lifts the lid on the quirky and remarkable character of
Cape Cod and its colorful past.
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