
why did you decide to become a teacher
why did you decide to become a teacher is a question that resonates deeply with many
education professionals and those considering a career in teaching. The decision to enter the teaching
profession is often driven by a combination of personal passion, the desire to make a difference, and
the opportunity to contribute to society’s growth through education. Understanding the motivations
behind choosing teaching as a career can shed light on the qualities that make effective educators
and highlight the importance of this profession. This article explores the various factors influencing
this career choice, the intrinsic and extrinsic rewards associated with teaching, and the challenges
educators face. Additionally, it examines the impact of teachers on student development and the
broader community. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview and detailed insights
into why individuals decide to become teachers.

Motivations Behind Choosing Teaching as a Career

Intrinsic Rewards of Being a Teacher

Extrinsic Factors Influencing the Decision

Challenges Faced by Educators

The Impact of Teachers on Students and Society

Motivations Behind Choosing Teaching as a Career
Deciding to become a teacher often stems from a range of motivational factors that align with
personal values and professional aspirations. Many educators are drawn to teaching because of a
profound commitment to fostering knowledge and inspiring growth in others. This section discusses
the primary motivations that lead individuals to pursue a teaching career.

Passion for Education and Learning
A strong passion for education is a fundamental reason many choose to become teachers. The desire
to share knowledge and facilitate learning experiences is a driving force behind this career path.
Educators often find fulfillment in helping students grasp complex concepts and develop critical
thinking skills.

Desire to Make a Positive Impact
Many aspiring teachers are motivated by the opportunity to make a meaningful difference in the lives
of young people. Teaching provides a platform to influence students' academic achievements, social
development, and future opportunities, contributing positively to their growth and success.



Influence of Role Models and Personal Experiences
Personal experiences with inspiring teachers or mentors frequently play a significant role in the
decision to enter the teaching profession. Positive interactions with educators can ignite a passion for
teaching and encourage individuals to emulate those role models by pursuing similar careers.

Intrinsic Rewards of Being a Teacher
The intrinsic rewards associated with teaching are often compelling reasons why individuals decide to
become teachers. These rewards go beyond financial compensation and include personal satisfaction,
professional fulfillment, and the joy of contributing to others' development.

Personal Fulfillment and Satisfaction
Teachers frequently report a deep sense of personal fulfillment derived from witnessing their
students' progress and success. This satisfaction is a powerful motivator and a reason many remain
committed to the profession despite challenges.

Opportunities for Continuous Learning
Teaching encourages continuous personal and professional growth. Educators constantly adapt to
new curricula, technologies, and pedagogical methods, making the profession intellectually
stimulating and rewarding.

Building Meaningful Relationships
Establishing strong connections with students, parents, and colleagues is another intrinsic benefit of
teaching. These relationships create a supportive community and enhance the educational
experience for all involved.

Extrinsic Factors Influencing the Decision
While intrinsic rewards are vital, several extrinsic factors also contribute to the decision to become a
teacher. These external motivators can include job security, work-life balance, and societal respect
associated with the teaching profession.

Job Stability and Benefits
Teaching is often viewed as a stable career with reliable benefits such as health insurance, retirement
plans, and paid vacations. This stability attracts many individuals seeking long-term employment
security.



Work-Life Balance
Compared to some professions, teaching can offer a relatively balanced work schedule, including
summers off and predictable hours, facilitating time for family, hobbies, and personal interests.

Respect and Prestige
Teaching is traditionally regarded as a noble profession. The respect and admiration teachers receive
from their communities can be a motivating factor for those who value societal recognition.

Challenges Faced by Educators
Despite its rewards, teaching comes with significant challenges that influence why individuals decide
to become teachers and why some may reconsider their career choice. Understanding these
challenges provides a realistic perspective on the profession.

Classroom Management and Student Diversity
Managing diverse classrooms with varying student needs requires considerable skill and patience.
Teachers must adapt instructional strategies to accommodate different learning styles and behavioral
challenges.

Workload and Administrative Responsibilities
The teaching profession often involves extensive workload beyond classroom instruction, including
lesson planning, grading, and administrative tasks, which can contribute to stress and burnout.

Resource Limitations
Many educators face challenges related to inadequate resources and funding, which can hinder the
delivery of quality education and affect job satisfaction.

The Impact of Teachers on Students and Society
The decision to become a teacher is closely linked to the profound impact educators have on
individuals and communities. Teachers play a critical role in shaping future generations and
contributing to societal advancement.

Academic and Social Development of Students
Teachers influence not only academic achievement but also the social and emotional development of



students, helping them develop essential life skills and values.

Promoting Equity and Inclusion
Educators often serve as advocates for equity and inclusion, working to create supportive learning
environments that accommodate diverse backgrounds and abilities.

Long-Term Societal Benefits
By educating young people, teachers contribute to the overall progress and well-being of society,
fostering informed citizens who can participate actively in democratic processes and economic
development.

Personal passion for education

Desire to positively influence lives

Job stability and benefits

Opportunities for continuous learning

Challenges such as workload and resource constraints

Impact on student growth and societal development

Frequently Asked Questions

Why did you decide to become a teacher?
I decided to become a teacher because I have a passion for helping others learn and grow, and I want
to make a positive impact on future generations.

What inspired you to choose teaching as a career?
My inspiration came from my own teachers who made a difference in my life, and I wanted to provide
the same support and encouragement to others.

How did your personal experiences influence your decision to
become a teacher?
Having struggled with certain subjects in school, I understood the importance of patient and
supportive teaching, which motivated me to become a teacher myself.



What aspects of teaching attracted you the most when
deciding on this profession?
I was attracted by the opportunity to continuously learn, interact with young minds, and contribute to
shaping their futures.

Did you always want to be a teacher, or did your career goals
change over time?
While I considered other careers initially, my passion for education and mentoring eventually guided
me to choose teaching as my profession.

How important was the desire to make a difference in your
decision to become a teacher?
Making a difference was a crucial factor; I wanted a career where I could have a meaningful and
lasting impact on individuals and communities.

What role did your educational background play in your
decision to become a teacher?
My educational background provided me with both the knowledge and the confidence to pursue
teaching as a career.

How do you think teaching aligns with your personal values
and goals?
Teaching aligns perfectly with my values of service, lifelong learning, and empowerment, and helps
me achieve my goal of contributing positively to society.

What challenges did you consider before deciding to become
a teacher?
I considered challenges such as workload, classroom management, and the need for continuous
professional development, but my passion for education outweighed these concerns.

Additional Resources
1. Why I Teach: Reflections on the Purpose and Passion of Teaching
This book explores the personal stories of educators from diverse backgrounds, sharing their
motivations and the moments that inspired them to pursue teaching. It delves into the emotional and
intellectual rewards of the profession, emphasizing the impact teachers have on their students' lives.
Readers gain insight into the dedication and commitment required to become an effective educator.

2. The Heart of a Teacher: Finding Meaning in the Classroom
Focusing on the intrinsic motivations behind teaching, this book highlights the passion and sense of



purpose that drive educators. It discusses how teachers find fulfillment through student growth and
the creation of supportive learning environments. The author presents inspiring anecdotes that
illuminate the deep connection between teachers and their students.

3. Becoming a Teacher: Stories of Inspiration and Commitment
This collection of narratives offers firsthand accounts from teachers about the pivotal experiences
that led them to the profession. It addresses challenges faced along the way and how those
challenges strengthened their resolve. The book serves as a motivational guide for aspiring teachers
considering their own journey.

4. Teaching with Purpose: Discovering Why You Choose to Educate
This reflective guide encourages educators to examine their personal reasons for entering the field of
teaching. It combines research with reflective exercises to help readers articulate their teaching
philosophy. By understanding their "why," teachers can enhance their effectiveness and job
satisfaction.

5. Passion for Education: The Drive Behind Teaching
Exploring the emotional foundation of teaching, this book discusses how passion fuels perseverance
in education. It includes interviews with veteran teachers who share how their enthusiasm has
evolved over time. The narrative underscores the importance of passion in overcoming obstacles and
inspiring students.

6. Inspired to Teach: Motivations and Meaning in Education
This book investigates the various factors that inspire individuals to become teachers, including
personal experiences, societal influences, and role models. It offers a comprehensive look at how
these motivations shape teaching styles and classroom dynamics. Readers learn about the
transformative power of education from multiple perspectives.

7. The Calling to Teach: Understanding the Educator's Journey
Examining teaching as a vocation, this book discusses the concept of a "calling" and what it means to
commit to education as a lifelong profession. It features stories of educators who view teaching as
more than a job, but as a meaningful life mission. The book provides insight into the dedication
required to thrive in teaching.

8. From Passion to Profession: Why Educators Choose Teaching
This work traces the path from initial interest in teaching to professional practice, highlighting the
experiences that solidify this career choice. It includes guidance for new teachers on maintaining
motivation and finding purpose in their work. The book emphasizes the importance of aligning
personal values with professional goals.

9. Teaching as a Choice: Exploring the Reasons Behind the Decision
This analytical book explores the various reasons people decide to become teachers, from altruism to
intellectual challenge. It presents research findings alongside personal testimonials to provide a well-
rounded view. The book aims to help prospective teachers understand their own motivations and
prepare for the realities of the profession.
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  why did you decide to become a teacher: “I HAVE DECIDED TO BECOME AN ENGLISH
TEACHER!”: MOTIVATION TO LEARN AND TEACH ENGLISH IN TURKEY Gonca SUBAŞI,
2022-08-24 In recent years, the process of learning to be a teacher- and particularly the transition
from student to teacher- has attracted the attention of many educational researchers trying to gain
deeper insights into the nature of learning to teach and to provide effective teacher education
programs. These teacher education programs need to be constantly revitalized so that preservice
teachers become actively engaged in building new knowledge, challenging their existing beliefs, and
striving to attain realistic goals and motivations that enhance their personal and professional
learning. Preservice teachers’ reasons for becoming teachers and their motivations to teach can be
considered as one of the crucial factors determining the success of educating qualified teachers
because qualified teachers presumably will be the ones who engage deeply in their preservice
education and their subsequent professional lives.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: A Comprehensive Guide to Getting Hired
Teaching Carlos Heleno, 2017-03-10 Students, established teachers making a change, and those
switching careers all have the same questions about getting a teaching job: How do you get
interviews? What questions will be asked? What are employers looking for? Carlos Heleno, an
educator with almost thirty years of experience in the classroom and as an administrator, offers
proven strategies for landing a job as a teacher in this guide. Learn how to: • prepare a compelling
portfolio that gets noticed; • craft responses to common interview questions; • develop a personal
brand that resonates with employers; and • hone teaching skills that will help you succeed in the
classroom; Heleno also shares the top ten features of an outstanding cover letter, ten tips for writing
an exceptional resume, and how to impress potential employers when you meet them face to face.
Packed with tips on navigating each stage of the interview process and more than a hundred
practice questions in eighteen different areas, the strategies in this guide are your express ticket to
landing the teaching job you want.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: So You Want to be a Teacher? Mary C. Clement,
2002 Coming on the heels of the media announcing a national teacher shortage, this book outlines
why people become teachers and helps readers reflect upon their own history with teachers before
making a commitment to a teacher education program. The pros and cons of the profession are
discussed, as well as how to choose the right subject and grade. Common myths are explored and
debunked, such as that old adage, 'Those who can do, and who can't, teach.' The book is designed
for the general public as well as students in introductory courses in education. Also includes
invaluable references and hints of employment.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: How to Get the Teaching Job You Want Robert
Feirsen, Seth Weitzman, 2023-07-03 Competition for the best teaching jobs is becoming more
intense. Since publication of the first edition, when it was mainly the most desirable schools that
were deluged by applications, the economic climate has made the teacher market more competitive
across the board, and is changing hiring practices. Now extensively revised, this book maintains its
place as the most up-to-date book available on job hunting for teachers. The authors cover changes
in the educational marketplace; the new mandates about standardized testing and public reporting
of student achievement–and what they mean for applicants; how new certification standards and
schools’ requirements affect career changers; the growing acceptance of on-line applications and
electronic portfolios; and provide additional advice for teachers applying to change schools or
districts.This is also the only guide written by school administrators. Offering the insights and
experience of two authors who do the hiring, it details a step-by-step program for taking charge of
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your teaching career. How to Get the Teaching Job You Want enables you to:* Match your unique
talents to the needs of a particular school* Craft effective cover letters and resumes, using models
that address the specific needs of college graduates, teachers changing schools, returning teachers
and career changers* Make effective on-line applications* Leverage your achievements as an
experienced teacher–or, for graduates or career changers, student teaching, substitute teaching,
volunteer work or content knowledge–into a job offer* Locate jobs on-line and discover valuable
information about schools, including test results, educational philosophy and names of key
administrators* Design a portfolio in book or electronic format to showcase your abilities* Practice
interview skills using 100 questions taken from real job interviews* Apply proven strategies for a
variety of interview formats, including high stress interviews and performance interviews* Address
controversial questions during interviewsThis book covers procedures for applying to elementary,
middle and high schools; public, independent, and parochial schools; as well as international and
boarding schools. Anecdotes recounting the experiences of real candidates looking for jobs illustrate
key points. Access to the authors’ web site ensures that you will stay current in a changing job
market. This is a vital book for teachers and aspiring teachers who want to achieve their career
goals. It will also be invaluable for guidance counselors, psychologists, librarians and other school
professionals.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Guerilla Guide to Teaching Sue Cowley, 2003-01-01
In true Sue Cowley style, this book is an utterly practical guide to the profession of teaching.
Drawing on the advice of professionals from all areas of education, Cowley provides a vivid insider's
guide to the work of being a teacher in its many aspects—from planning, teaching, assessment and
technology, to management, career progression and much, much more. Illustrated throughout with
checklists, real-life documents and soundbites from teachers at the chalkface, this is the most
user-friendly, entertaining, realistic book on teaching ever published.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Eight Days in an Inner City School Dan Golarz,
2008-12 This book is written primarily in an authentic dialogue style. It fearlessly describes the
consequences of the failure to appropriately prepare a student to become an inner-city teacher.
While doing so, the book also exposes a system that has been slammed to the ground by policies,
practices, and court decisions that protect the rights of everyone except those who teach and those
who desire to learn, but leave these dedicated individuals constantly vulnerable to the violence,
anger, hostility, and hopelessness that seem to be a hallmark of so many of our inner-city schools. As
this young teacher closes the classroom door and stands alone, a stark picture emerges, a picture
that, for the reader, will provoke anger, occasional outrage, and most certainly controversy. At the
heart of this story, the author reconstructs, sometimes minute-by-minute, the events and
interactions that combine to compel him to leave this first teaching assignment abruptly with a
profound sense of confusion, self-doubt, and betrayal. Not limited to the classroom, this tale includes
interludes that are informative, occasionally humorous, and sometimes amazingly frank. But what
becomes obvious is that the recounting of this experience reveals an open wound and is a plea to the
reader to recognize deep pain and justifiable anger. In so doing, it reflects the same quandary and
frustrations that continue to be felt by millions of teachers and other educators who are frequently
and severely criticized by those who simply do not understand why students and educators trapped
in this environment so frequently fail to thrive and succeed and finally choose to leave.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Teacher Educators , 1981
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Ten Traits of Highly Effective Teachers Elaine
K. McEwan, 2001-09-21 This user-friendly resource for administrators and teachers explores the ten
characteristics that lead to success in the classroom, increased school morale, satisfied parents and
eager, high-achieving students.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Indicators and Instruments in the Context of
Inquiry-Based Science Education Jana Heinz, Katrin Lipowski, Alexander Gröschner, 2012 This
report documents indicators and instruments in the context of inquiry-based science education
(IBSE). It is embedded in a project that aims at disseminating inquiry-based science teaching on a



large scale across Europe. Recent research about IBSE is rather specific to individual research
questions and focuses on single aspects of IBSE. Furthermore, the instruments and indicators
underlying the different studies are predominately not systematically covered. In this report single
indicators and instruments in the context of science education are brought together. Thereby a
coherent database and a link to different research results are presented. The indicators and
instruments in this report originate from a systematic literature review about IBSE from 2005-2009.
To receive a comprehensive picture about research on IBSE the scope of this review contains
instructional aspects (1), implementation areas of politics/stakeholders (2) and teacher education
and teacher professional development (3). This report contributes to supplying a systematic
overview about instruments and indicators in the field of IBSE. It addresses researchers, politicians
and stakeholders, teacher educators and teachers who are interested in methods of research and
dissemination in the context of science education and IBSE.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Distance Teaching for the Third World Michael
Young, Hilary Perraton, Janet Jenkins, Tony Dodds, 2010-11-26 This reissue, first published in 1980,
is based on the experiences of the International Extension College in developing distance teaching.
The volume begins by reviewing the world problems of educational quality and quantity, and then
examines the ways in which print, broadcasts and group study have been used to train teachers, to
improve classroom education, to teach by correspondence out of school, and to support rural
development. It then considers how that experience can be used, perhaps by creating a network of
radio colleges, to supplement and extend existing schools and colleges. Finally, the book includes a
descriptive and annotated bibliography of over 100 distance teaching projects in 65 third world
countries.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Routledge Library Editions: Development Mini-Set
G: Education and Development Various, 2022-08-04 Routledge Library Editions: Development will
re-issue works which address economic, political and social aspects of development. Published over
more than four decades these books trace the emergence of development as one of the most
important contemporary issues and one of the key areas of study for modern social science. The
books cover the most important themes within development and include studies of Latin America,
Africa and Asia. Authors include Sir Alexander Cairncross, W. Arthur Lewis, Lord Peter Bauer and
Cristobal Kay. An extensive collection of previously hard to access or out of print books, this set
presents an unrivalled opportunity to build up a wealth of material in the field of development
studies, with a particular focus upon economic and political concerns. The volumes in the collection
offer both a global overview of the history of development in the twentieth century, and a huge
variety of case studies on the development of individual nations.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Introduction to Teaching Gene E. Hall, Linda F.
Quinn, Donna M. Gollnick, 2013-01-04 An introduction to teaching and education, showing
prospective teachers how to inspire learning in students. It is packed with learning features such as
teacher interviews and challenging assumption boxes to engage students and encourage debate.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Exam Copy Beverly Stanford, Forrest Parkay,
2004-02
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Educational Psychology Angela M. O'Donnell,
Johnmarshall Reeve, Jeffrey K. Smith, 2011-12-06 Teachers help students learn, develop, and realize
their potential. To become successful in their craft, teachers need to learn how to establish
high-quality relationships with their students, and they need to learn how to implement instructional
strategies that promote students' learning, development, and potential. To prepare pre-service
teachers for the profession, the study of educational psychology can help them to better understand
their students and better understand their process of teaching. Such is the twofold purpose of
Educational Psychology – to help pre-service teachers understand their future students better and to
help them understand all aspects of the teaching-learning situation. The pursuit of these two
purposes leads to the ultimate goal of this text – namely, to help pre-service teachers become
increasingly able to promote student learning, development, and potential when it becomes their



turn to step into the classroom and take full-time responsibility for their own classes.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Critical Literacy Gina Nicolé Cervetti, 2004
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Headteachers and Leadership in Education Steve
Rayner, Peter Ribbins, 1999-04-15 This text examines the role of leaders and leadership in special
education. It contains a mixture of interview material and academic reflection and includes a
commentary on the current debate of the late 1990s surrounding special education.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Why Did You Do That? Burt Segal, 2005 How
many times have you asked your child, Why did you do that? only to hear the answer, I don't know?
Children certainly provide parents with numerous challenges by testing their patience, knowledge,
and skills daily. Managing your child's less-than-stellar behavior requires tremendous effort and a
strong dose of self-control, patience, and good judgment. Author Burt Segal, a psychotherapist for
over twenty years, explains exactly why children misbehave, and teaches you how to successfully
manage children and adolescents. You will learn fundamental principles of behavior and discover
effective solutions for behavior modification, including: Internal and external reasons that children
act out Eight essential parenting principles Six levels of intervention Successful parenting tools for
gaining compliance, including a behavior chart How to establish a parenting plan for your child Why
parents fail and how to avoid the parent traps in your own family No one expects you to be a perfect
parent, but investing time and energy to improve your parenting skills will increase the chances that
your hard work will pay off and that your children will reward you with good behavior for many
years to come. Why Did You Do That? will help put an end to your family battles today!
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Principles and Practices of Vocational Guidance
Isidore David Cohen, 1929
  why did you decide to become a teacher: Low-income Female Teacher Values and Agency in
India Ruth Samuel, 2024-01-10 Education in India concentrates on exam performance and
consequently the teacher in India often acts as a disseminator of textbook material, as well as
maintaining class discipline and respect. This book explores low-income female teachers' speech and
syntax as a crucial resource in which agency, freedom and empowerment is enacted within a strong
oral tradition in India. The book demonstrates how this socially and economically marginalised
group overcome prejudices to develop relational agency and embed their authority. It shows how
they establish their values and why their beliefs shape attitudes to aspiration, achievement and
freedom of choice. It concludes with recommendations for policy and improvements to reflective
practice in teaching.
  why did you decide to become a teacher: School Life , 1949
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important difference between the use of that and which in a
pronunciation - Why is the “L” silent when pronouncing “salmon   The reason why is an
interesting one, and worth answering. The spurious “silent l” was introduced by the same people
who thought that English should spell words like debt and
etymology - "Philippines" vs. "Filipino" - English Language & Usage   Why is Filipino spelled
with an F? Philippines is spelled with a Ph. Some have said that it's because in Filipino, Philippines
starts with F; but if this is so, why did we only change
Why would you do that? - English Language & Usage Stack Exchange   1 Why would you do
that? is less about tenses and more about expressing a somewhat negative surprise or amazement,
sometimes enhanced by adding ever: Why would
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