
why i want to be a teacher essay
why i want to be a teacher essay is a common prompt that invites reflection on the
motivations and aspirations behind choosing the teaching profession. Teaching is a noble
career that shapes the future by educating the next generation, making it essential to
understand the reasons why individuals pursue this path. This essay explores various
facets of the teaching vocation, including its impact on society, personal fulfillment, and
the challenges faced by educators. Additionally, it discusses the skills and qualities
necessary for effective teaching, as well as the evolving role of teachers in a dynamic
educational landscape. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of the
motivations, responsibilities, and significance of being a teacher, offering valuable insight
into why many choose this meaningful profession.

The Importance of Teaching as a Profession

Personal Motivations for Becoming a Teacher

Essential Skills and Qualities of Effective Teachers

Impact of Teachers on Students and Society

Challenges and Rewards in the Teaching Career

The Evolving Role of Teachers in Modern Education

The Importance of Teaching as a Profession
Teaching is one of the most fundamental professions in any society, serving as the
cornerstone for knowledge dissemination and cultural transmission. The role of a teacher
extends beyond mere instruction; it involves shaping individuals’ capabilities, values, and
perspectives. Education fosters critical thinking, creativity, and social responsibility,
which are essential for personal development and societal progress. Recognizing the
importance of teaching as a profession highlights why many are drawn to this career path,
eager to contribute to the growth and betterment of future generations.

Historical Significance of Teaching
Throughout history, teachers have been pivotal in preserving knowledge and advancing
civilizations. From ancient philosophers to modern educators, the teaching profession has
consistently played a critical role in societal evolution. This historical context underscores
the enduring value of teaching and why aspiring educators find inspiration in joining this
timeless vocation.



Teaching as a Foundation for Other Professions
Education serves as the foundation for all other professions, equipping individuals with
the skills and knowledge required to excel in various fields. Teachers provide the initial
guidance and motivation that enable students to pursue diverse career paths, emphasizing
the profession’s broad societal impact.

Personal Motivations for Becoming a Teacher
Understanding the personal motivations behind choosing teaching is essential in
appreciating the dedication and passion of educators. Many individuals are driven by a
desire to make a positive difference, contribute to community development, or foster
intellectual growth. These internal motivations often sustain teachers through the
demanding nature of their work.

Desire to Inspire and Influence
One of the primary reasons why many choose teaching is the opportunity to inspire and
influence young minds. Teachers have the unique ability to shape students’ attitudes
toward learning and life, fostering confidence, curiosity, and ambition. This profound
impact serves as a powerful motivator for entering the teaching profession.

Passion for Subject Matter
Many educators are passionate about their subject areas and wish to share that
enthusiasm with students. This passion not only enriches the learning experience but also
encourages students to develop a genuine interest in the subject, thereby enhancing
educational outcomes.

Commitment to Lifelong Learning
The teaching profession attracts individuals who value continuous personal and
professional growth. Teachers often engage in lifelong learning to stay current with
educational trends and improve their instructional methods, reflecting a commitment that
benefits both educators and students.

Essential Skills and Qualities of Effective
Teachers
Effective teaching requires a combination of skills and personal qualities that enable
educators to connect with students and facilitate learning. Understanding these attributes
provides insight into why individuals who possess or aspire to develop these skills are
drawn to the profession.



Communication Skills
Clear and effective communication is vital for teachers to convey complex concepts in an
understandable manner. Strong verbal and written communication skills help educators
engage students and foster interactive learning environments.

Patience and Empathy
Teaching often involves addressing diverse learning needs and behavioral challenges.
Patience and empathy enable teachers to support students compassionately, creating a
positive and inclusive classroom atmosphere.

Organizational and Planning Abilities
Effective educators must plan lessons, manage classroom activities, and assess student
progress systematically. Organizational skills are crucial for maintaining structure and
ensuring educational objectives are met efficiently.

Adaptability and Creativity
The dynamic nature of education requires teachers to adapt to varying student needs and
integrate innovative teaching methods. Creativity helps in designing engaging lessons that
stimulate student interest and accommodate different learning styles.

Impact of Teachers on Students and Society
Teachers play a transformative role not only in the lives of individual students but also
within the broader community. Their influence extends to shaping societal values,
economic development, and cultural understanding.

Shaping Academic and Social Skills
Teachers are instrumental in developing both the academic competencies and social skills
of students. This dual influence equips learners to navigate future challenges and
contribute positively to society.

Fostering Civic Responsibility
Education promotes awareness of civic duties and ethical behavior. Teachers encourage
students to become responsible citizens who actively participate in democratic processes
and community service.



Contributing to Economic Growth
By preparing skilled and knowledgeable individuals, teachers contribute to workforce
development and economic advancement. Quality education enhances employability and
innovation, driving societal prosperity.

Challenges and Rewards in the Teaching Career
The teaching profession involves various challenges, including workload, resource
limitations, and diverse student needs. However, these difficulties are balanced by
significant rewards that make teaching a fulfilling career choice.

Common Challenges Faced by Teachers
Teachers often encounter challenges such as large class sizes, limited funding, and the
need to address students with differing abilities and backgrounds. Managing these issues
requires resilience, problem-solving skills, and professional support.

Rewards of Teaching
Despite challenges, many educators find immense satisfaction in witnessing student
growth and success. The ability to inspire, mentor, and contribute to lifelong learning
provides a profound sense of accomplishment and purpose.

Shaping young minds and futures1.

Building meaningful relationships with students2.

Contributing to community development3.

Engaging in continuous personal growth4.

The Evolving Role of Teachers in Modern
Education
The role of teachers continues to evolve in response to technological advancements,
changing societal needs, and educational reforms. Understanding this evolution highlights
the dynamic nature of the profession and its future directions.



Integration of Technology in Teaching
Modern teachers increasingly incorporate digital tools and online resources to enhance
instruction and accessibility. This integration requires educators to develop new
competencies and adapt teaching strategies accordingly.

Emphasis on Inclusive Education
Contemporary education stresses inclusivity, ensuring that students of all backgrounds
and abilities receive equitable learning opportunities. Teachers play a critical role in
implementing inclusive practices and fostering supportive environments.

Focus on Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving
The shift from rote memorization to skill development emphasizes critical thinking and
problem-solving. Teachers facilitate these skills by encouraging inquiry, collaboration, and
real-world application of knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is it important to explain your motivation in a 'Why
I want to be a teacher' essay?
Explaining your motivation in the essay helps admissions committees understand your
passion, commitment, and suitability for the teaching profession.

What are some common reasons people want to become
teachers?
Common reasons include a passion for helping others, a love for a particular subject, the
desire to make a positive impact on students' lives, and the fulfillment that comes from
educating the next generation.

How can personal experiences be incorporated into a
'Why I want to be a teacher' essay?
Personal experiences, such as inspiring teachers from your past or volunteer work with
children, can illustrate your passion and dedication, making your essay more authentic
and compelling.

Why should I mention my skills and strengths in the



essay?
Highlighting your skills and strengths, like communication, patience, and creativity,
demonstrates that you possess qualities essential for effective teaching.

How can I make my 'Why I want to be a teacher' essay
stand out?
To stand out, be genuine, provide specific examples, reflect on your personal growth, and
clearly articulate your goals and vision as a future teacher.

Is it beneficial to discuss challenges faced in pursuing a
teaching career in the essay?
Yes, discussing challenges shows resilience and a realistic understanding of the
profession, which can strengthen your essay by demonstrating your commitment.

How should I conclude a 'Why I want to be a teacher'
essay?
Conclude by summarizing your key motivations, reaffirming your passion for teaching, and
expressing your readiness to contribute positively to the education field.

Additional Resources
1. Teach Like a Champion: 49 Techniques that Put Students on the Path to College
This book by Doug Lemov offers practical teaching strategies that inspire educators to
improve their classroom effectiveness. It emphasizes the importance of passion,
preparation, and dedication—qualities that often motivate individuals to pursue teaching.
Readers can gain insight into how impactful teaching transforms students’ lives,
reinforcing reasons why one might want to become a teacher.

2. The Courage to Teach: Exploring the Inner Landscape of a Teacher’s Life
Written by Parker J. Palmer, this book delves into the personal and emotional motivations
behind choosing the teaching profession. It explores the identity and integrity of teachers
and encourages self-reflection on why teaching matters. The book is ideal for those who
want to understand the deeper purpose and fulfillment found in education.

3. What Great Teachers Do Differently: 17 Things That Matter Most
Todd Whitaker’s book highlights the mindset and habits that distinguish outstanding
teachers from the rest. It addresses the passion and commitment necessary to excel in
teaching, providing inspiration for aspiring educators. This resource can help clarify
personal reasons for wanting to enter the profession by showcasing the impact great
teachers have on students.

4. To Teach: The Journey of a Teacher
This memoir by William Ayers chronicles his experiences and challenges as a teacher,



illustrating the profound influence educators have on their students. It reflects on the
motivations, struggles, and rewards of teaching, making it a compelling read for those
considering the career. The book offers a candid look at why one might feel called to
teach.

5. Drive: The Surprising Truth About What Motivates Us
Daniel H. Pink explores the science of motivation, which can be applied to understanding
why individuals choose teaching. The book discusses intrinsic motivation, autonomy, and
purpose—all critical factors that inspire people to become teachers. It helps readers
connect their personal drive to the broader context of educational passion.

6. The First Days of School: How to Be an Effective Teacher
By Harry K. Wong and Rosemary T. Wong, this guide focuses on practical strategies for
new teachers to succeed. It also addresses the enthusiasm and dedication that fuel the
decision to become an educator. Those writing essays about why they want to teach can
find examples of how passion translates into effective classroom practice.

7. Teachers Have It Easy: The Big Sacrifices and Small Salaries of America’s Teachers
This book by Daniel Moulthrop provides a realistic view of the challenges and rewards of
teaching. It offers insight into the personal commitment required, which often stems from
a genuine desire to make a difference. Readers gain perspective on the sacrifices behind
the motivation to teach.

8. Educating Esmé: Diary of a Teacher’s First Year
By Esmé Raji Codell, this diary-style book captures the emotional highs and lows of a
novice teacher. It highlights the passion and resilience needed to navigate the teaching
profession. This candid narrative can inspire aspiring teachers by sharing authentic
reasons for loving the job.

9. The Passionate Teacher: A Practical Guide
Robert Fried presents strategies for cultivating enthusiasm and connection in the
classroom. The book emphasizes that passion is at the heart of effective teaching and is
often the key reason educators choose this path. It serves as both inspiration and practical
advice for those reflecting on their desire to become teachers.
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Student Voice: 35 Ways to Help Students Write Better Argument Essays, from The New York Times
Learning Network. At a time when examples of “student voice” are everywhere, from Greta
Thunberg to the Parkland students to the teenagers in the streets of Hong Kong, the argument
writing that students study in school is still almost entirely written by adults. It is a wholly different
experience for teenagers to study the work of their peers. It’s relatable. It’s relevant. And it doesn’t
feel like an untouchable ideal. In this new collection of 100 essays curated by The New York Times,
students will find mentor texts written by their peers—13-18-year olds—on a wide range of topics
including social media, race, school lockdown drills, immigration, tackle football, the #MeToo
movement, and COVID-19. For any teacher who feels that students write better when they have
some choice over the topic and form, when they write for an audience beyond the teacher and a
purpose beyond a grade, and when they get to sound like themselves, this anthology is an invaluable
resource to accompany any composition text. In the companion teacher’s guide, Katherine
Schulten—a former teacher and writing coach herself—provides teachers with 35 strategies and
classroom-ready activities for using these peer mentor texts with their students. Raising Student
Voice also includes 500 writing prompts, a “topic generator” with questions to help students decide
what they’d like to write about, and a sample essay annotated with the comments of Times judges.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Ebony Jr. , 1981-08 Created by the publishers of EBONY.
During its years of publishing it was the largest ever children-focused publication for African
Americans.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Strategies That Work! Essay Writing, Grades 6 & Up
Teacher Created Resources, 2008 This breakthrough series stands out from the pack by focusing on
specific learning strategies, one at a time. After studying a strategy, students answer questions and
complete activities related to that specific strategy. This step-by-step approach allows students to
succeed in mastering each skill that is presented. The activities are aligned with national standards
and benchmarks.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Essays on School Keeping Allison Wrifford, Anson Wrifford,
1831
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Why We Teach Sonia Nieto, 2005-06-25 In Memoriam for
Julia Gardner.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Essays That Worked for Law Schools (Revised) Boykin
Curry, Brian Kasbar, 2007-12-18 “Law school applicants should consider this a guide to producing a
competitive, superior essay. . . . These successful examples speak louder than any written how-to
instructions could.” –The Book Watch Each year, thousands of people apply to the most prestigious
law schools across the country, competing for an ever-smaller number of spaces. But each applicant
gets one chance to distinguish himself or herself from the pack: the law school application essay. In
the essay, you can spotlight the qualities you possess that transcripts and LSAT scores cannot
reveal. Essays That Worked for Law Schools shows that winning essays come in a variety of styles
and voices. One student writes about running a day-care center. Another tells a harrowing story
about driving a cab in New York City. And a third gives an incredibly convincing argument for why
the world needs one more good lawyer. From the thousands submitted each year, the essays in this
book were considered some of the best by admissions officers at the nation’s top law schools. If
you’re facing essay anxiety, this book will educate and inspire you–and most important of all, help
you write an essay that will give you the best chance of getting into the law school of your choice.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Reading, Writing, and Rising Up Linda Christensen,
2000 Give students the power of language by using the inspiring ideas in this very readable book.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Law School Essays That Made a Difference, 6th
Edition The Princeton Review, 2015-02-10 The inside word on law school admissions. To get into a
top law school, you need more than high LSAT scores and excellent grades—you also need a
personal statement that shines. Law School Essays That Made a Difference, 6th Edition, gives you
the tools to craft just that. This book includes: • 70 real essays written by 63 unique law students
attending Columbia, Harvard, Northwestern, Vanderbilt, and other top law schools—along with each



applicant’s test scores, GPA, and admissions profile • An overview of law school admissions and tips
for prepping your applications • Insider advice: Interviews with admissions pros at 17 top law
schools, including Berkeley, Northwestern, UCLA, and many more Law School Essays That Made a
Difference, 6th Edition, includes essays written by students who enrolled at the following law
schools: American University Washington College of Law Boston College Law School Boston
University School of Law Columbia University School of Law Cornell University School of Law Duke
University School of Law Emory University School of Law Georgetown University Law Center
Harvard University Law School New York University School of Law Northwestern University School
of Law The University of Chicago Law School University of Michigan Law School University of
Pennsylvania Law School University of Virginia Law School Yale University Law School
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Law School Essays That Made a Difference, 6th
Edition Eric Owens, 2014 The inside word on law school admissions. To get into a top law school,
you need more than high LSAT scores and excellent grades--you also need a personal statement that
shines. Law School Essays That Made a Difference, 6th Edition, gives you the tools to craft just that.
This book includes: - 70 real essays written by 63 unique law students attending Columbia, Harvard,
Northwestern, Vanderbilt, and other top law schools--along with each applicant's test scores, GPA,
and admissions profile - An overview of law school admissions and tips for prepping your
applications - Insider advice: Interviews with admissions pros at 17 top law schools, including
Berkeley, Northwestern, UCLA, and many more Law School Essays That Made a Difference, 6th
Edition, includes essays written by students who enrolled at the following law schools: American
University Washington College of Law Boston College Law School Boston University School of Law
Columbia University School of Law Cornell University School of Law Duke University School of Law
Emory University School of Law Georgetown University Law Center Harvard University Law School
New York University School of Law Northwestern University School of Law The University of
Chicago Law School University of Michigan Law School University of Pennsylvania Law School
University of Virginia Law School Yale University Law School
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Law School Essays that Made a Difference, 4th Edition
Princeton Review, 2010-09-14 One of the best ways to stand out in a crowd of law school applicants
is to write an exceptional personal statement. Law School Essays That Made a Difference, 4th
Edition, contains 70 real application essays as well as interviews with admissions pros and with
students who've been through the process and made it to law school. Law School Essays That Made
a Difference, 4th Edition includes essays submitted to the following schools: American University
Washington College of Law Boston College Law School Boston University School of Law Columbia
University School of Law Cornell University Law School Duke University School of Law Emory
University School of Law Fordham University School of Law The George Washington University Law
School Georgetown University Law Center Harvard University Law School New York University
School of Law Northwestern University School of Law Rutgers University, The State University of
New Jersey School of Law–Camden South Texas Law College of Law Stanford University School of
Law University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law University of Chicago Law School
University of Colorado–Boulder School of Law University of Houston Law Center University of
Michigan Law School University of New Mexico School of Law University of Ottawa Faculty of Law
University of Pennsylvania Law School University of St. Thomas School of Law University of Texas at
Austin School of Law University of Virginia School of Law University of Wisconsin Law School
Vanderbilt University Law School Yale University Law School
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Writing Essays About Literature: A Brief Guide for
University and College Students - Second Edition Katherine O. Acheson, 2021-02-01 This book
gives students an answer to the question, “What does my professor want from this essay?” Using a
single poem by William Carlos Williams as the basis for the process of writing a paper, it walks
students through the processes of reading, brainstorming, researching secondary sources, gathering
evidence, and composing and editing the paper. Writing Essays About Literature is designed to
strengthen argumentation skills and deepen understanding of the relationships between the reader,



the author, the text, and critical interpretations. Its lessons about clarity, precision, and the
importance of providing evidence will have wide relevance for student writers. The second edition
has been updated throughout and provides three new complete sample essays showing varying
approaches to the final essay.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Writing Essays About Literature Katherine O. Acheson,
2010-12-20 This book gives students an answer to the question, “What does my professor want from
this essay?” In lively, direct language, it explains the process of creating “a clearly-written
argument, based on evidence, about the meaning, power, or structure of a literary work.” Using a
single poem by William Carlos Williams as the basis for the process of writing a paper about a piece
of literature, it walks students through the processes of reading, brainstorming, researching
secondary sources, gathering evidence, and composing and editing the paper. Writing Essays About
Literature is designed to strengthen argumentation skills and deepen understanding of the
relationships between the reader, the author, the text, and critical interpretations. Its lessons about
clarity, precision, and the importance of providing evidence will have wide relevance for student
writers.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Why We Teach Now Sonia Nieto, 2015-04-28 Why We
Teach Now dares to challenge current notions of what it means to be a “highly qualified teacher” á
la No Child Left Behind, and demonstrates the depth of commitment and care teachers bring to their
work with students, families, and communities. This sequel to Nieto’s popular book, Why We Teach,
features powerful stories of classroom teachers from across the country as they give witness to their
hopes and struggles to teach our nation’s children. Why We Teach Now offers us the voices of
teachers like 42-year veteran Mary Ginley, who wonders, “Why would anyone with any brains and
imagination ever want to be a teacher?” Who then answers her own question affirmatively, “It’s
because somehow, even today, even with all the insanity, all the rules, all the poorly designed
textbooks, all the directives to teach to the test, there are kids out there who need good teachers.”
At a time when politicians, policymakers, and philanthropists are quick to denigrate teachers’ work
and arrogantly speak for the profession,Why We Teach Now offers teachers the room and respect to
speak for themselves. Once again, Nietogives teachers and those who care about education the
inspiration and energy to embrace their role as advocates—a role that is vital not only for the
well-being of students but also for the future of the profession and our nation. Praise for Why We
Teach: “These pieces reveal the passion and hope that keep people in the classroom. Inspiration and
information, Why We Teach raises our understanding of the dedication that fuels people's
commitment to this profession.” —Rethinking Schools “This collection of essays written by teachers
from across the country demonstrates exactly why there is hope for our public schools. Their words
reveal why--in spite of bureaucracy and low pay—they continue to teach. This book should be
required reading for college students planning to enter the profession. Teachers already in the
classroom, whether for five years or twenty-five, will be encouraged and inspired.” —VOYA
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Cambridge Academic English B1+ Intermediate
Teacher's Book Anthony Manning, Chris Sowton, Craig Thaine, 2012-02-09 Designed for students
preparing for university, this integrated skills course develops the language and real academic skills
essential for successful university studies across disciplines. With authentic lectures and seminars,
the course guarantees that the English and the study skills students learn are up to date and
relevant to them.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Supporting Student Literacy for the Transition to College
Shauna Wight, 2021-06-28 Focusing on the needs and experiences of underrepresented students in
the US, this text explores how pre-college outreach programs can effectively support the
development of students’ writing skills in preparation for the transition from high school to college.
Synthesizing data from a longitudinal study focusing on multilingual, low-income, and
first-generation students, this volume provides in-depth exploration of the strategies and resources
used in a pre-college literacy program in the US. Grounded in an expansive, qualitative study,
chapters reveal how outreach practices can encourage student-led research, writing, confidence,



and collaboration. More broadly, programs are shown to help tackle issues of inequality, increase
college readiness, and reduce difficulties with writing which can restrict minority students’ access to
higher education and their longer-term college attainment. This text will benefit researchers,
academics, and educators with an interest in English and literacy studies, multicultural education,
and pre-college writing instruction. Those interested in bilingualism, translingualism, writing
studies, English as a second language (ESL), and applied linguistics will also benefit from the
volume.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: The First-Year English Teacher's Guidebook Sean
Ruday, 2018-04-30 The First-Year English Teacher’s Guidebook offers practical advice and
recommendations to help new English teachers thrive in the classroom. Each chapter introduces a
concept crucial to a successful first year of teaching English and discusses how to incorporate that
concept into your daily classroom practice. You’ll find out how to: Clearly communicate instructional
goals with students, parents, and colleagues; Incorporate students' out-of-school interests into the
curriculum; Use assignment-specific rubrics to respond to student writing in meaningful ways;
Integrate technology into ELA instruction; Conduct student-centered writing conferences; Make
time for self-care and self-improvement; and much, much more. Additionally, the guidebook provides
a number of forms, templates, graphic organizers, and writing prompts that will enable you to put
the author’s advice into immediate action. These tools are available for download on the book’s
product page: www.routledge.com/9781138495708.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Young Writers at Transition Daniel Tabor, 2004-03-26
Daniel Tabor discusses the teaching and uses of writing as pupils move from Year 6 at primary
school to Year 7 at the secondary school. He covers issues of literacy practice, how writing is taught
and used in transition, and continuity.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Young Writers at Transition Daniel C. Tabor, 2004 Daniel
Tabor discusses the teaching and uses of writing as pupils move from year 6 at primary school to
year 7 at the secondary school. He covers issues of literacy practice, how writing is taught and used
in transition, and continuity.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: College Admission Essays For Dummies Geraldine Woods,
2011-06-15 The competition to get into your college of choice has never been fiercer. Unfortunately,
much of the application process is out of your hands. But one major aspect of the admission process
is under your control—your personal statement. Your application essay provides you with the
opportunity to let your true, unique and totally irresistible self shine through. College Admission
Essays For Dummies is your total guide to crafting application essays that will make people sit up
and take notice. It demystifies the authority figures who’ll judge your work, helps you decide what to
write, and then arms you with the knowledge and skills you need to write your essay on time and on
target. Step by step, it walks you through the entire essay-writing process, offering priceless tips on
how to: Choose the best topic, tone, and structure for your essay Capture the crucial stories that
reveal who you are Avoid common pitfalls that can sabotage your application Overcome writer’s
block Know how to respond to unusual and off-the-wall essay questions Write successful short
answers to specific application questions College admission guru Geraldine Woods punctures
common myths about application essays and tells you what you absolutely must do to write a good
one. With the help of many inspiring and instructive killer essays, she shows you how to: Put yourself
in the right mental state for writing well Gather ideas, focus on a topic and choose the best structure
for your essay Use topic sentences, detail, and strong introductions and conclusions Write a rough
draft Show rather than tell your story Make sure your spelling and grammar are pitch perfect Create
smooth transitions and avoid repetitions Your college application essay is your chance to show the
committee that you’re more than just a statistic. Let College Admission Essays For Dummies show
you how to write “admit-clinching” college essays.
  why i want to be a teacher essay: Applying Standards-Based Constructivism Pat Flynn, Paul
Vermette, Don Mesibov, 2013-09-27 This book provides teachers with practical ways of constructing
lessons that will engage students and help them develop personal responsibility for their own



learning. State learning standards and related core curricula require students to demonstrate what
they know and understand. Students cannot learn to demonstrate their understanding if they sit
passively. The authors call for constructivist practices which recognize the important role played by
standards and student accountability, and which also acknowledge the practical need for lecture in
an appropriate context. This book also shows the links between constructivism and differentiated
instruction and other approaches to teaching and learning.
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