
why is biology so hard

why is biology so hard is a question frequently asked by students and
enthusiasts alike who find themselves overwhelmed by the complexity and depth
of this natural science. Biology, the study of living organisms and their
vital processes, encompasses a vast array of topics ranging from molecular
mechanisms within cells to the interactions of ecosystems. The difficulty
often arises from the need to understand intricate systems, memorize
extensive terminology, and apply concepts across various scales of life. This
article explores the reasons behind the perceived challenges of biology,
addressing its complexity, interdisciplinary nature, and the demanding
memorization it requires. Additionally, it examines the cognitive skills
necessary to excel in biology and offers insight into why some learners might
struggle more than others. Understanding these aspects can provide clarity
and strategies for mastering this essential scientific discipline. Below is
an outline of the key topics covered in this article.

The Complexity of Biological Systems

Extensive Memorization and Terminology

Interdisciplinary Nature of Biology

Application of Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills

Common Challenges Faced by Biology Students

The Complexity of Biological Systems
One of the primary reasons why biology is so hard lies in the inherent
complexity of living systems. Unlike some sciences that focus on isolated
phenomena, biology requires understanding multiple interconnected layers of
organization, from molecules to ecosystems.

Multiple Levels of Organization
Biology covers a range of organizational levels, including molecular biology,
cellular biology, physiology, anatomy, ecology, and evolutionary biology.
Each level has unique structures and processes, and mastery of one level
often depends on familiarity with others. For example, comprehending cellular
respiration demands knowledge of molecular interactions, enzyme functions,
and biochemical pathways.



Dynamic and Variable Nature of Life
Living organisms constantly change and adapt to their environments. This
dynamic nature means biological concepts are not static; they often involve
understanding processes that vary over time and across species. This
variability can make it difficult to form rigid, memorized concepts,
requiring instead a flexible and adaptive learning approach.

Complex Interactions and Feedback Loops
Biological systems often involve feedback mechanisms and complex
interactions, such as gene regulation networks or ecological predator-prey
relationships. These interactions can be nonlinear and counterintuitive,
requiring students to think beyond simple cause-and-effect models.

Extensive Memorization and Terminology
Memorization is a hallmark challenge in biology, contributing significantly
to why biology is so hard for many learners. The discipline demands
familiarity with a vast vocabulary and detailed facts that are essential for
understanding and communication.

Volume of Terminology
Biology introduces students to thousands of terms, including anatomical
names, biochemical compounds, physiological processes, and taxonomy
classifications. The precise use of terminology is crucial for clarity,
making memorization unavoidable.

Retention of Detailed Information
Unlike some subjects where conceptual understanding may suffice, biology
requires both conceptual grasp and factual recall. Information such as
metabolic pathways, genetic codes, and cell cycle phases must be memorized
accurately, which can be overwhelming.

Strategies to Manage Memorization
Effective learning techniques such as mnemonic devices, repetition, active
recall, and spaced practice can aid in handling the volume of material.
Organizing information into logical frameworks and understanding the
relationships between terms also improves retention and comprehension.



Interdisciplinary Nature of Biology
Biology intersects with various other scientific disciplines, which adds
layers of complexity and contributes to the difficulty many experience when
studying it.

Integration with Chemistry and Physics
Understanding biological processes often requires knowledge of chemistry and
physics. For instance, biochemistry explains the chemical basis of life,
while biophysics explores the physical principles underlying biological
structures and functions. This interdisciplinary requirement means students
must sometimes master concepts outside traditional biology coursework.

Incorporation of Mathematics and Statistics
Quantitative skills are increasingly important in biology, especially in
fields like genetics, ecology, and bioinformatics. Students must be
comfortable with statistical analysis, probability, and mathematical modeling
to interpret data and experimental results effectively.

Implications for Learning
The need to synthesize information across disciplines can be challenging,
requiring a broad skill set and adaptability. Students may find this
integration demanding, especially if they lack a strong foundation in related
sciences.

Application of Critical Thinking and Analytical
Skills
Why is biology so hard also relates to the level of critical thinking and
analytical ability needed to succeed in the subject. Biology is not just
about memorizing facts but also about applying knowledge to new situations.

Problem-Solving in Experimental Contexts
Biology involves designing experiments, analyzing data, and interpreting
results. These tasks require skills in hypothesis formulation, experimental
design, and statistical reasoning. Developing these abilities can be
difficult and time-consuming.



Conceptual Understanding versus Rote Learning
To excel in biology, students must move beyond rote memorization to develop
conceptual models that explain biological phenomena. This shift demands
higher-order thinking, synthesis of information, and the ability to connect
concepts across topics.

Use of Visual and Spatial Reasoning
Biology often relies on diagrams, models, and microscopic images to convey
information. Strong visual and spatial reasoning skills aid in understanding
structures such as DNA, cellular organelles, and anatomical systems, which
can be challenging for some learners.

Common Challenges Faced by Biology Students
Several specific difficulties contribute to the widespread perception of
biology as a hard subject. Recognizing these challenges can help in
developing effective study strategies.

Information Overload
The sheer volume of material to learn and understand can lead to cognitive
overload, causing confusion and frustration. This is especially true in
introductory courses that cover broad topics in a limited time.

Lack of Contextual Understanding
Students may struggle when they fail to see the bigger picture or the
relevance of individual facts, leading to superficial learning. Without
connecting details to larger biological concepts, retention and application
become more difficult.

Difficulty in Applying Knowledge
Many students find it challenging to apply theoretical knowledge to practical
situations, such as laboratory experiments or real-world biological problems.
This gap between theory and practice can hinder deeper learning.

Effective Study Habits for Biology

Regular review sessions to reinforce memory



Active learning techniques, including teaching others and self-quizzing

Utilizing visual aids like charts and diagrams

Connecting new information to prior knowledge

Engaging in group discussions to enhance understanding

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do many students find biology hard to
understand?
Many students find biology hard because it involves memorizing a vast amount
of terminology, understanding complex processes, and integrating concepts
across different levels of organization, from molecules to ecosystems.

Is biology harder than other science subjects?
Biology can be perceived as harder because it requires both memorization and
conceptual understanding, whereas subjects like physics and chemistry often
focus more on problem-solving and mathematical calculations.

How does the complexity of biological systems
contribute to the difficulty of biology?
Biological systems are highly complex and dynamic, involving numerous
interacting components and processes, which makes it challenging to grasp how
these parts work together and affect each other.

Does the amount of content in biology make it
difficult to study?
Yes, biology covers a wide range of topics from cellular biology to ecology,
which can be overwhelming due to the sheer volume of material that students
need to learn and remember.

Why is memorization such a big part of learning
biology?
Biology includes many specific terms, processes, and classifications that
require memorization to build a foundation for understanding more complex
concepts and applications.



Can the interdisciplinary nature of biology make it
harder to learn?
Absolutely, biology integrates concepts from chemistry, physics, and
mathematics, so students need to have a good grasp of these subjects to fully
understand biological principles.

How does the need for understanding both theory and
practical experiments affect biology's difficulty?
Biology requires students to not only learn theoretical knowledge but also
understand experimental methods and data interpretation, which adds an extra
layer of complexity.

What role does critical thinking play in making
biology challenging?
Critical thinking is essential in biology to analyze data, evaluate
hypotheses, and understand the implications of biological research, which can
be difficult for students used to rote learning.

Are there effective strategies to make studying
biology easier?
Yes, using active learning techniques like drawing diagrams, teaching
concepts to others, applying knowledge in practical settings, and consistent
review can make biology more manageable and less intimidating.

Additional Resources
1. Why Biology Feels Hard: Understanding the Challenges of Life Sciences
This book delves into the reasons many students find biology difficult,
exploring the complexity of living systems and the vast amount of information
to absorb. It highlights the interdisciplinary nature of biology, combining
chemistry, physics, and mathematics. The author provides strategies to make
learning biology more manageable and engaging.

2. The Complexity of Life: Why Biology is a Tough Science
Examining the intricate networks and processes within living organisms, this
book explains why biology requires a deep understanding of multiple scales,
from molecules to ecosystems. It discusses the challenges of memorization,
conceptual understanding, and application in biological studies. Readers gain
insight into how biology differs from more formulaic sciences.

3. Biology Beyond Memorization: Grasping the Concepts That Make It Hard
This book argues that biology's difficulty stems not from just memorizing
facts but from understanding dynamic processes and systems. It offers



approaches to shift from rote learning to critical thinking and conceptual
mastery. The author uses examples from genetics, evolution, and physiology to
illustrate these points.

4. The Science of Life: Navigating the Difficulties of Biology Education
Focusing on educational challenges, this book addresses why students often
struggle with biology in school and college. It covers common misconceptions,
teaching methods, and cognitive barriers. Practical advice for educators and
learners is provided to improve comprehension and retention.

5. Biology's Hidden Complexity: Why Simple Concepts Become Difficult
This title explores how seemingly straightforward biological concepts can
become complex when examined in detail. The author discusses emergent
properties, variability, and exceptions that complicate learning. The book
encourages embracing complexity as a natural part of biological sciences.

6. From Cells to Ecosystems: The Multifaceted Challenge of Biology
Highlighting the breadth of biology, this book shows how understanding life
requires knowledge from microscopic cellular functions to global ecological
interactions. It explains why this scope can overwhelm students and how to
approach studying biology holistically. Case studies and visual aids help
clarify difficult topics.

7. Why Biology Demands More Than Memorization
This book emphasizes that success in biology depends on analytical skills,
problem-solving, and applying knowledge rather than just memorizing terms. It
provides exercises and techniques for developing these skills. The author
also discusses the role of experimental biology in deepening understanding.

8. The Cognitive Challenges of Learning Biology
Exploring the mental processes involved in learning biology, this book
examines why the subject requires higher-order thinking and integration of
diverse information. It reviews psychological research on learning
difficulties specific to biology and offers coping strategies. Students and
educators alike benefit from its insights.

9. Biology Made Understandable: Overcoming the Hard Parts
This practical guide aims to simplify the most challenging aspects of
biology, breaking down complex ideas into accessible explanations. It
includes tips for study habits, visualization, and connecting concepts across
topics. The goal is to build confidence and competence in biology learners.
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  why is biology so hard: Explaining the Brain Carl F. Craver, 2007-06-07 Carl Craver
investigates what we are doing when we use neuroscience to explain what>'s going on in the brain.
When does an explanation succeed and when does it fail? Craver offers explicit standards for
successful explanation of the workings of the brain, on the basis of a systematic view about what
neuroscientific explanations are: they are descriptions of mechanisms.
  why is biology so hard: Catalysis In Chemistry And Biology - Proceedings Of The 24th
International Solvay Conference On Chemistry Kurt Wuthrich, Robert H Grubbs, Thierry Visart De
Bocarme, Anne De Wit, 2018-06-27 The Proceedings of the 24th International Solvay Conference on
Chemistry comprise contributed short personal statements and transcripts of in-depth discussions
on 'Catalysis in Chemistry and Biology' from a by-invitation-only select group of 48 eminent
scientists, including four Nobel Laureates, from all parts of the world. The theme of the conference
was presented in six sessions, along which the Proceedings are organized. The first session on
'Homogeneous Catalysis,' chaired by Professor Robert Grubbs, is devoted to basic research on
catalysis in homogeneous solutions and applications thereof. 'Heterogeneous Catalysis and
Characterization of Catalyst Surfaces,' chaired by Professor Gerhard Ertl, includes extensive
references to industrial applications of catalysis on solid supports, and discussions on the
experimental techniques used in this field. 'Catalysis by Microporous Materials,' chaired by
Professor Mark E. Davis, is devoted to a detailed characterization of this particular class of solid
support catalysts, with special emphasis on model analysis of the processes catalyzed by these
materials. 'Catalysis under Extreme Conditions: Studies at High Pressure and High Temperatures —
Relations with Processes in Nature,' chaired by Professor Henk N W Lekkerkerker, broadens the
scope of the two preceding sessions with exciting illustrations. The sessions on 'Catalysis by Protein
Enzymes,' chaired by Prof. JoAnne Stubbe, and 'Catalysis by Ribozymes in Molecular Machines,'
chaired by Prof. David Lilley, present at the same time an exciting extension of and a contrast to the
initial four sessions. The combination of the six sessions provides an impressive overview, giving
innovative insights into relationships between catalysis in chemical processes and in biological
systems, and a unique outlook to anticipated developments in the coming years and the more distant
future.
  why is biology so hard: A Quest Towards a Mathematical Theory of Living Systems
Nicola Bellomo, Abdelghani Bellouquid, Livio Gibelli, Nisrine Outada, 2017-07-13 This monograph
aims to lay the groundwork for the design of a unified mathematical approach to the modeling and
analysis of large, complex systems composed of interacting living things. Drawing on twenty years of
research in various scientific fields, it explores how mathematical kinetic theory and evolutionary
game theory can be used to understand the complex interplay between mathematical sciences and
the dynamics of living systems. The authors hope this will contribute to the development of new
tools and strategies, if not a new mathematical theory. The first chapter discusses the main features
of living systems and outlines a strategy for their modeling. The following chapters then explore
some of the methods needed to potentially achieve this in practice. Chapter Two provides a brief
introduction to the mathematical kinetic theory of classical particles, with special emphasis on the
Boltzmann equation; the Enskog equation, mean field models, and Monte Carlo methods are also
briefly covered. Chapter Three uses concepts from evolutionary game theory to derive mathematical
structures that are able to capture the complexity features of interactions within living systems. The
book then shifts to exploring the relevant applications of these methods that can potentially be used
to derive specific, usable models. The modeling of social systems in various contexts is the subject of
Chapter Five, and an overview of modeling crowd dynamics is given in Chapter Six, demonstrating
how this approach can be used to model the dynamics of multicellular systems. The final chapter
considers some additional applications before presenting an overview of open problems. The authors
then offer their own speculations on the conceptual paths that may lead to a mathematical theory of
living systems hoping to motivate future research activity in the field. A truly unique contribution to
the existing literature, A Quest Toward a Mathematical Theory of Living Systems is an important



book that will no doubt have a significant influence on the future directions of the field. It will be of
interest to mathematical biologists, systems biologists, biophysicists, and other researchers working
on understanding the complexities of living systems.
  why is biology so hard: The ^AInnate Mind Peter Carruthers, Stephen Laurence, Stephen
Stich, 2008-01-10 This is the third volume of a three-volume set on The Innate Mind. The extent to
which cognitive structures, processes, and contents are innate is one of the central questions
concerning the nature of the mind, with important implications for debates throughout the human
sciences. By bringing together the top nativist scholars in philosophy, psychology, and allied
disciplines these volumes provide a comprehensive assessment of nativist thought and a definitive
reference point for future nativist inquiry. The Innate Mind: Volume 3: Foundations and the Future,
concerns a variety of foundational issues as well as questions about the direction of future nativist
research. It addresses such questions as: What is innateness? Is it a confused notion? What is at
stake in debates between nativists and empiricists? What is the relationship between genes and
innateness? How do innate structures and learned information interact to produce adult forms of
cognition, e.g. about number, and how does such learning take place? What innate abilities underlie
the creative aspect of language, and of creative cognition generally? What are the innate
foundations of human motivation, and of human moral cognition? In the course of their discussions,
many of the contributors pose the question (whether explicitly or implicitly): Where next for nativist
research? Together, these three volumes provide the most intensive and richly cross-disciplinary
investigation of nativism ever undertaken. They point the way toward a synthesis of nativist work
that promises to provide a powerful picture of our minds and their place in the natural order.
  why is biology so hard: Darwinian Reductionism Alexander Rosenberg, 2008-09-15 After the
discovery of the structure of DNA in 1953, scientists working in molecular biology embraced
reductionism—the theory that all complex systems can be understood in terms of their components.
Reductionism, however, has been widely resisted by both nonmolecular biologists and scientists
working outside the field of biology. Many of these antireductionists, nevertheless, embrace the
notion of physicalism—the idea that all biological processes are physical in nature. How, Alexander
Rosenberg asks, can these self-proclaimed physicalists also be antireductionists? With clarity and
wit, Darwinian Reductionism navigates this difficult and seemingly intractable dualism with
convincing analysis and timely evidence. In the spirit of the few distinguished biologists who accept
reductionism—E. O. Wilson, Francis Crick, Jacques Monod, James Watson, and Richard
Dawkins—Rosenberg provides a philosophically sophisticated defense of reductionism and applies it
to molecular developmental biology and the theory of natural selection, ultimately proving that the
physicalist must also be a reductionist.
  why is biology so hard: Biomathematical Modeling Olcay Akman, Christopher Hay-Jahans,
2025-05-19 Welcome to the fascinating intersection of mathematics, biology, and ecology! This book
is intended primarily as a resource for teachers planning to teach their first introductory course on
modeling in mathematical biology and/or ecology. This being said, it can also be used by students
preparing to embark on an independent studies project in one of these fields; or, by researchers
unfamiliar with the methods or software introduced who are seeking an accessible and quick
introduction to one of the methods and/or software presented here; or, by curious biologists,
ecologists, or mathematicians who may be unfamiliar with the other side; or, maybe, by the
perpetual learner who is intrigued by the dynamics of living ecosystems. For each of the above, this
book is designed to be an accessible introduction to the captivating landscape of biomathematics.
The approach used in this book takes advantage of technology in leading readers on a journey that
bridges seemingly distinct fields through introductions to three methods and software platforms:
Compartmental models with Berkeley Madonna; agent-based models with NetLogo; and cluster
analysis through selforganizing maps using an R Shiny app. This is not intended to be a textbook
(though it may be used as one), nor is it a purely mathematics book or one purely about deeper
aspects of biology or ecology. It focuses on three selected ways in which the intersection of
mathematics and biology (and mathematics and ecology) can be explored with the help of software.



Moreover, the manner in which the content is presented makes it possible to use this book to help
prepare for an introductory course at a wide range of levels, depending on the discipline within
which the course is taught and the mathematical prerequisites for the course. There are four
chapters, the first of which presents the reader with a bit of background information followed by
suggestions on how to get the most out of this book. The three core chapters introduce the three
previously mentioned methods and software in a manner envisioned to be accessible to most.
  why is biology so hard: What Mad Pursuit Francis Crick, 2008-08-06 Candid, provocative,
and disarming, this is the widely-praised memoir of the co-discoverer of the double helix of DNA.
  why is biology so hard: Complexity and Dynamics , 2017
  why is biology so hard: Computing Life National Institute of General Medical Sciences (U.S.),
  why is biology so hard: The Biology of Doom Ed Regis, Edward Regis, 2000-10 From anthrax
to botulism, from smallpox to Ebola, the threat of biological destruction is rapidly overtaking our
collective fear of atomic weaponry. This riveting narrative traces America's own covert biological
weapons program from its origins in World War II to its abrupt cancellation in 1969. In light of
America's increasing surveillance and condemnation of foreign biological weapons programs, this
expos of America's own dangerous Cold War secret is both fascinating and shocking. The project, at
its peak, employed 5,000 people and tested pathogens on 2,000 live human volunteers; conducted
open-air tests on American soil; sprayed our cities with bacterial aerosols; and stockpiled millions of
bacterial bombs for instant deployment. Yet, surprisingly, almost nothing has been published about
this project until now. This is the first book to expose the true story of America's secret program to
create biological weapons of mass destruction.
  why is biology so hard: The Innate Mind Peter Carruthers, Stephen Laurence, Stephen P.
Stich, 2005 Concerned with the fundamental architecture of the mind, this text addresses questions
about the existence
  why is biology so hard: Cultivating Competence in English Learners Margarita Espino
Calderón, Lisa Tartaglia, 2022-11-29 For busy classroom teachers, integrating instruction for
English learners with literacy, reading, discourse, and social-emotional learning (SEL) may seem
daunting. This research-backed guide offers evidence-based strategies core content teachers can use
immediately to improve daily practice. The authors explore the importance of SEL application to the
English learning process and how to connect essential instructional elements to cultivate active,
engaged learners. This book will help K–12 teachers: Understand the core tenets of the CASEL
framework and how SEL applies to English learners Implement a schoolwide culture shift toward
SEL practices Improve student SEL competencies Assist English learners and multilingual learners
in developing their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills Accelerate language and literacy
development Contents: Introduction Chapter 1: Self-Awareness Applied to Vocabulary and Discourse
Chapter 2: Self-Management Applied to Reading Chapter 3: Social Awareness and Discourse
Chapter 4: Responsible Decision Making and Writing Chapter 5: Relationship Skills and
School-Classroom Communities References and Resources Index
  why is biology so hard: The Pause Principle Cynthia Kane, 2025-01-22 Become a better
communicator during awkward, difficult, or tense moments in the workplace In The Pause Principle:
How to Keep Your Cool in Tough Situations, renowned corporate communications expert Cynthia
Kane reveals her tried-and-tested SOFTEN practice to better handle awkward, difficult, or tense
conversations at work by breaking free of automatic reactions including shutting down, running
away, yelling, or getting passive aggressive or defensive. In this book, readers will learn how to
regulate their bodily responses and emotions to arrive at peaceful and productive resolutions during
even the most challenging moments at work. With Kane's help, readers have the opportunity to
make a profound impact in their organizations, both interpersonally and quantitatively by reducing
miscommunications and therefore corporate errors. This book explores topics such as: The fight,
flight, or freeze response, and why it's actually a very effective evolution strategy in the
wilderness—just not in the workplace The true financial cost of corporate miscommunication,
estimated to be $4,200 per employee per year The importance of mindfulness in work and life, and



its key role in calming the human nervous system during stressful situations The Pause Principle:
How to Keep Your Cool in Tough Situations earns a well-deserved spot on the bookshelves of
corporate leaders, executives, managers, and all individuals seeking proven strategies to smoothly
navigate stressful social situations in the workplace.
  why is biology so hard: Making Minds Less Well Educated Than Our Own Roger C. Schank,
2004-04-26 In the author's words: This book is an honest attempt to understand what it means to be
educated in today's world. His argument is this: No matter how important science and technology
seem to industry or government or indeed to the daily life of people, as a society we believe that
those educated in literature, history, and other humanities are in some way better informed, more
knowing, and somehow more worthy of the descriptor well educated. This 19th-century conception
of the educated mind weighs heavily on our notions on how we educate our young. When we focus
on intellectual and scholarly issues in high school as opposed to issues, such as communications,
basic psychology, or child raising, we are continuing to rely on outdated notions of the educated
mind that come from elitist notions of who is to be educated and what that means. To accommodate
the realities of today's world it is necessary to change these elitist notions. We need to rethink what
it means to be educated and begin to focus on a new conception of the very idea of education.
Students need to learn how to think, not how to accomplish tasks, such as passing standardized tests
and reciting rote facts. In this engaging book, Roger C. Schank sets forth the premises of his
argument, cites its foundations in the Great Books themselves, and illustrates it with examples from
an experimental curriculum that has been used in graduate schools and with K-12 students. Making
Minds Less Well Educated Than Our Own is essential reading for scholars and students in the
learning sciences, instructional design, curriculum theory and planning, educational policy, school
reform, philosophy of education, higher education, and anyone interested in what it means to be
educated in today's world.
  why is biology so hard: Evolution by Natural Selection Michaelis Michael, 2015-11-18 A
persistent argument among evolutionary biologists and philosophers revolves around the nature of
natural selection. Evolution by Natural Selection: Confidence, Evidence and the Gap explores this
argument by using a theory of persistence as an intentional foil to examine ways in which similar
theories can be misunderstood. It discusses Charles Dar
  why is biology so hard: Unifying Themes in Complex Systems Ali A. Minai, Yaneer Bar-Yam,
2007-10-05 In recent years, scientists have applied the principles of complex systems science to
increasingly diverse fields. The results have been nothing short of remarkable: their novel
approaches have provided answers to long-standing questions in biology, ecology, physics,
engineering, computer science, economics, psychology and sociology. The Third International
Conference on Complex Systems attracted over 400 researchers from around the world. The
conference aimed to encourage cross-fertilization between the many disciplines represented and to
deepen our understanding of the properties common to all complex systems.
  why is biology so hard: Infertility and Non-Traditional Family Building Rebecca Feasey,
2019-07-26 This book examines the representation of infertility, assisted reproduction, miscarriage,
adoption and surrogacy in a wide range of media, including blogs, vlogs, social media posts and
factual programming. In so doing, it illustrates how pregnancy loss, involuntary childlessness and
non-traditional mothering are being depicted across the media landscape. Whilst the topic of
motherhood has emerged as a significant area of academic debate, narratives of unsuccessful or
unconventional mothering have remained largely absent, even at a time when there is a growing
conversation about infertility online. Timely, pertinent and original, the book demonstrates the
importance of a broader and more informed cultural discussion about fertility and family building.
  why is biology so hard: Unsolved Problems in Ecology Andrew Dobson, David Tilman, Robert
D. Holt, 2020-06-02 This volume provides a series of essays on open questions in ecology with the
overarching goal being to outline to the most important, most interesting or most fundamental
problems in ecology that need to be addressed. The contributions span ecological subfields, from
behavioral ecology and population ecology to disease ecology and conservation and range in tone



from the technical to more personal meditations on the state of the field. Many of the chapters start
or end in moments of genuine curiosity, like one which takes up the question of why the world is
green or another which asks what might come of a thought experiment in which we turn-off
evolution entirely--
  why is biology so hard: Case Studies in Science Education: Design, overview, and general
findings , 1978
  why is biology so hard: Case Studies in Science Education University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. Center for Instructional Research and Curriculum Evaluation, 1978
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