
teaching vocabulary to english language
learners

teaching vocabulary to english language learners is a fundamental aspect of language
acquisition that significantly impacts learners' ability to communicate effectively. Expanding
vocabulary enables students to understand and express ideas clearly, improving both receptive and
productive language skills. This process involves strategic instruction tailored to diverse proficiency
levels and learning styles. Incorporating various teaching methodologies, such as contextual learning,
multimedia tools, and interactive activities, enhances retention and engagement. Additionally,
assessment and reinforcement play crucial roles in solidifying vocabulary knowledge. This article
explores essential strategies and best practices for teaching vocabulary to English language learners,
ensuring educators can facilitate meaningful language development. The following sections will
provide a comprehensive overview of effective techniques, instructional approaches, and practical
tips for vocabulary instruction.

Understanding the Importance of Vocabulary in Language Learning

Effective Strategies for Teaching Vocabulary to English Language Learners

Utilizing Contextual and Multimedia Resources

Assessment and Reinforcement of Vocabulary Knowledge

Challenges and Solutions in Vocabulary Instruction

Understanding the Importance of Vocabulary in
Language Learning

Vocabulary acquisition is a cornerstone of mastering English as a second language. Without a
sufficient lexicon, learners struggle to comprehend spoken and written texts or express themselves
accurately. Teaching vocabulary to English language learners not only facilitates communication but
also supports reading comprehension, writing proficiency, and overall language fluency. Vocabulary
knowledge influences learners’ academic success and their ability to participate in social interactions.
Recognizing this importance encourages educators to prioritize vocabulary instruction within their
curricula and employ targeted strategies that address learners’ specific needs.

The Role of Vocabulary in Communication

Effective communication relies heavily on a robust vocabulary. Learners with an extensive vocabulary
can better understand nuances in meaning, infer context, and choose appropriate words for different



situations. Vocabulary enables learners to convey precise thoughts, emotions, and information, which
is essential in both academic and everyday settings. Furthermore, vocabulary knowledge supports
listening and reading comprehension, allowing learners to engage with complex materials and
participate actively in conversations.

Vocabulary and Language Proficiency Levels

Vocabulary instruction should be adapted according to learners’ proficiency levels. Beginners require
foundational words and phrases related to daily life, while intermediate and advanced learners benefit
from academic and technical vocabulary. Teaching vocabulary to English language learners involves
scaffolding instruction to build upon prior knowledge and gradually introduce more complex terms.
This approach ensures continuous development and prevents learner frustration.

Effective Strategies for Teaching Vocabulary to English
Language Learners

Implementing effective strategies is essential for successful vocabulary instruction. Educators must
employ techniques that promote meaningful learning, retention, and application. The following
methods have proven successful in teaching vocabulary to English language learners across various
contexts.

Explicit Instruction of Vocabulary

Explicit teaching involves direct explanation of word meanings, usage, and pronunciation. This
method helps learners understand new vocabulary systematically and reduces ambiguity. Explicit
instruction often includes providing clear definitions, examples, and opportunities for practice.
Teachers may use word maps, semantic webs, and graphic organizers to visually represent
relationships between words, enhancing comprehension and memory.

Using Repetition and Multiple Exposures

Repetition is critical for reinforcing vocabulary acquisition. Learners need multiple exposures to new
words in different contexts to internalize meanings and usage. Teachers can incorporate repetition
through activities such as reading passages, dialogues, and writing exercises. Repeated encounters
with vocabulary enable learners to recognize words quickly and use them confidently.

Incorporating Active Learning Techniques

Active learning engages learners in using vocabulary through speaking, writing, and interactive tasks.



Role-plays, discussions, and collaborative projects encourage learners to practice new words
communicatively. These techniques foster deeper processing of vocabulary, making learning more
durable and transferable to real-life situations.

Teaching Word Learning Strategies

Equipping learners with strategies to independently acquire new vocabulary enhances lifelong
learning. Techniques include teaching students how to use context clues, analyze word parts
(prefixes, suffixes, roots), and utilize dictionaries effectively. Developing these skills empowers
learners to expand their vocabulary beyond the classroom.

Utilizing Contextual and Multimedia Resources

Contextual and multimedia resources enrich vocabulary instruction by providing authentic and
engaging learning experiences. These tools support diverse learning styles and help learners connect
words to real-world situations.

Contextualized Vocabulary Learning

Teaching vocabulary in context helps learners understand how words function within sentences and
discourse. Contextualized learning can occur through reading stories, watching videos, or listening to
conversations that naturally incorporate target vocabulary. This approach aids comprehension and
helps learners infer meanings based on surrounding text or dialogue.

Multimedia Tools and Technology

Technology offers diverse multimedia resources such as interactive games, flashcards, language
apps, and videos that support vocabulary learning. These tools provide visual and auditory stimuli,
making vocabulary more memorable. Incorporating multimedia encourages learner motivation and
caters to visual and auditory learners, facilitating deeper engagement.

Integrating Visual Aids and Real Objects

Visual aids like pictures, charts, and real objects help concretize abstract vocabulary and support
comprehension. Using tangible items or images allows learners to associate words with their
referents, which is particularly effective for concrete nouns and verbs. Visual supports are essential in
early stages of vocabulary acquisition.



Assessment and Reinforcement of Vocabulary
Knowledge

Assessing vocabulary knowledge and reinforcing learning are vital for ensuring retention and
application. Regular evaluation helps teachers monitor progress and adapt instruction accordingly.

Formative and Summative Assessments

Formative assessments, such as quizzes, oral questioning, and vocabulary journals, provide ongoing
feedback during the learning process. Summative assessments, including tests and presentations,
evaluate cumulative vocabulary knowledge. Both types of assessments guide instructional decisions
and identify areas needing review.

Using Games and Interactive Activities for Reinforcement

Games and interactive activities offer enjoyable ways to reinforce vocabulary. Activities like word
bingo, crossword puzzles, and matching games encourage repeated practice and increase learner
motivation. These methods support active recall and help solidify word retention.

Encouraging Self-Assessment and Reflection

Promoting self-assessment allows learners to recognize their vocabulary strengths and challenges.
Reflective practices, such as maintaining vocabulary logs or setting personal learning goals, foster
learner autonomy and commitment to vocabulary development.

Challenges and Solutions in Vocabulary Instruction

Teaching vocabulary to English language learners presents several challenges that require thoughtful
solutions to optimize learning outcomes.

Addressing Diverse Learner Backgrounds

English language learners come from varied linguistic and cultural backgrounds, influencing their
vocabulary acquisition. Teachers must differentiate instruction to accommodate different prior
knowledge and learning styles. Utilizing culturally relevant materials and connecting new vocabulary
to learners' experiences enhances comprehension and interest.



Overcoming Limited Exposure to English

Learners with limited exposure to English outside the classroom face slower vocabulary growth. To
counter this, teachers should create immersive environments and encourage extensive reading and
conversation practice. Incorporating language-rich activities and providing access to English media
support vocabulary expansion.

Managing Vocabulary Overload

Introducing too many new words at once can overwhelm learners and impede retention. Effective
vocabulary instruction involves pacing and selecting high-frequency, relevant words. Prioritizing
quality over quantity and revisiting vocabulary regularly helps learners assimilate new terms
efficiently.

Supporting Pronunciation and Spelling

Pronunciation and spelling difficulties can hinder vocabulary acquisition and use. Teachers should
integrate pronunciation practice and spelling exercises into vocabulary lessons. Providing phonetic
guidance and corrective feedback assists learners in mastering word forms accurately.

Encouraging Consistent Practice Outside the Classroom

Vocabulary learning extends beyond formal instruction. Encouraging learners to engage in reading,
writing, listening, and speaking activities outside the classroom reinforces vocabulary acquisition.
Providing resources and strategies for independent practice supports continuous language
development.

Conclusion

Teaching vocabulary to English language learners requires a multifaceted approach that addresses
the complexity of language acquisition. By understanding the vital role vocabulary plays in
communication and utilizing effective instructional strategies, educators can significantly enhance
learners’ language proficiency. Incorporating contextual learning, multimedia resources, and ongoing
assessment ensures vocabulary instruction is dynamic and responsive to learners’ needs. Addressing
common challenges with targeted solutions further supports successful vocabulary development.
Through deliberate and informed teaching practices, vocabulary acquisition becomes an achievable
and enriching component of English language learning.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are effective strategies for teaching vocabulary to
English language learners?
Effective strategies include using visual aids, context-based learning, incorporating multimedia
resources, engaging students in interactive activities, and providing repeated exposure to new words
in different contexts.

How can teachers assess vocabulary acquisition in English
language learners?
Teachers can assess vocabulary acquisition through formative assessments such as quizzes, oral
presentations, vocabulary journals, and observing students' use of new words in speaking and writing
tasks.

Why is teaching vocabulary important for English language
learners?
Teaching vocabulary is crucial because vocabulary knowledge directly impacts reading
comprehension, speaking ability, and overall language proficiency, enabling learners to communicate
effectively and understand academic content.

What role does technology play in teaching vocabulary to
English language learners?
Technology provides interactive tools like language learning apps, online games, and multimedia
content that enhance engagement, offer personalized learning experiences, and allow learners to
practice vocabulary in varied contexts.

How can teachers support vocabulary retention among
English language learners?
Teachers can support retention by encouraging regular review, using spaced repetition techniques,
integrating new vocabulary into daily lessons, promoting meaningful use through writing and
speaking, and connecting words to students' prior knowledge and experiences.

Additional Resources
1. Teaching Vocabulary to English Language Learners by Michael F. Graves
This book offers practical strategies and activities designed specifically for teaching vocabulary to
English language learners (ELLs). It emphasizes the importance of context, word relationships, and
repeated exposure to new words. Teachers will find useful methods to help students acquire both
academic and everyday vocabulary effectively.



2. Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction by Isabel L. Beck, Margaret G. McKeown, and
Linda Kucan
A classic in the field, this book provides research-based techniques for teaching vocabulary that
improve comprehension and fluency. It focuses on selecting high-utility words and teaching them in
meaningful contexts. The authors share engaging instructional activities to make vocabulary learning
memorable for ELLs.

3. Vocabulary Instruction for English Language Learners by Elena C. Cardenas-Hagan and Mary F.
Schleppegrell
Focused on the unique needs of ELLs, this book combines theory and practice to enhance vocabulary
acquisition. It includes assessment tools, instructional strategies, and examples of effective lessons.
The book also addresses challenges related to cultural and linguistic diversity in vocabulary learning.

4. Academic Vocabulary in Middle and High School: Effective Practices Across the Disciplines by
Michael F. Graves
This resource guides teachers in integrating academic vocabulary instruction into content areas for
adolescent ELLs. It offers strategies to teach discipline-specific words that are critical for academic
success. The book includes lesson plans and activities tailored to diverse learners.

5. Word Nerds: Teaching All Students to Learn and Love Vocabulary by Brenda J. Overturf, Leslie H.
Montgomery, and Margot Holmes Smith
"Word Nerds" encourages teachers to create a classroom culture that celebrates words and language.
It provides creative, research-based methods for engaging ELLs in vocabulary learning. The book
highlights the importance of word consciousness and student motivation.

6. Vocabulary Games for the Classroom by Lindsay Carleton
This book offers a collection of fun, interactive games designed to reinforce vocabulary learning for
English language learners. These games promote active learning and peer collaboration, making
vocabulary acquisition enjoyable. Teachers can easily adapt the games for different proficiency levels.

7. English Vocabulary for Academic Success by Bill Walker and Steve Elsworth
Aimed at secondary and post-secondary students, this book focuses on teaching vocabulary needed
for academic achievement. It provides exercises and activities to build both general and subject-
specific vocabulary. The authors emphasize strategies for independent vocabulary learning.

8. Teaching English Language Learners: Vocabulary Strategies and Best Practices by Patricia L. Carrell
This book outlines effective vocabulary teaching strategies tailored to the needs of ELLs at various
proficiency levels. It includes culturally responsive practices and scaffolding techniques. The text also
discusses assessment methods and how to integrate technology into vocabulary instruction.

9. The Vocabulary Book: Learning and Instruction by Michael F. Graves
Ideal for educators looking for a comprehensive guide, this book covers the theory behind vocabulary
acquisition and practical instructional techniques. It discusses how to select appropriate words, teach
word meanings, and foster lifelong vocabulary growth. The book is rich with examples applicable to
ELL classrooms.
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  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Teaching Vocabulary to English
Language Learners Michael F. Graves, Diane August, Jeannette Mancilla-Martinez, 2012-11-15
Building on Michael Graves's bestseller, The Vocabulary Book, this new resource offers a
comprehensive plan for vocabulary instruction that K–12 teachers can use with English language
learners. It is broad enough to include instruction for students who are just beginning to build their
English vocabularies, as well as for students whose English vocabularies are approaching those of
native speakers. The authors describe a four-pronged program that follows these key components:
providing rich and varied language experiences; teaching individual words; teaching word learning
strategies; and fostering word consciousness. This user-friendly book integrates up-to-date research
on best practices into each chapter and includes vignettes, classroom activities, sample lessons, a
list of children's literature, and more.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Best Practices for Teaching
Vocabulary to English Language Learners Kristina R. Dietz, 2011 The purpose of this thesis was
to examine research from the past 30 years to determine the best practices for teaching English
Language Learners vocabulary. A specific focus was targeted on Tier Two vocabulary words, which
are particularly difficult for ELLs to learn due to cultural gaps in background knowledge to help
support an enriched understanding of their complicated and sometimes abstract definitions;
therefore requiring extra attention during vocabulary instruction. Articles in vocabulary instruction
with both English-only and ELL students were examined for this thesis. Themes emerged within both
groups of students and these were further investigated, with one article covering the theme from
each group being reviewed when possible. The four main themes that were found included teaching
specific vocabulary, teaching vocabulary learning strategies, teaching students to become word
conscious, and using a multifaceted approach to vocabulary instruction. In order to best support
ELLs to become successful in the academic world, a focus on vocabulary in the classroom should be
present and specific words, along with word learning skills, should be provided.--leaf 3.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Research-based Methods of Reading
Instruction for English Language Learners, Grades K-4 Sylvia Linan-Thompson, Sharon Vaughn,
2007 This book is packed with dozens of field-tested lessons for helping English language learners
develop proficient reading skills.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Teaching Reading to English
Language Learners, Grades 6-12 Margarita Calderon, 2007-05-18 This book should be in the
hands of every middle and high school teacher, serving not just ELL students, but all students who
need help increasing their speaking, reading, and writing skills.--Jane Escobedo, Director, English
Language Learner ServicesSonoma County Office of Education, CA For ELL students to succeed
academically, effective teaching strategies and best practices must be demonstrated in the
classroom. This book provides a detailed map for helping to ensure success for all students.--Daniel
S. Hamada, Superintendent, Kauai Complex Area, HI A powerful array of field-tested literacy tools
for closing the achievement gap! No longer confined to just a few states, English Language Learners
(ELLs) present a growing challenge for schools and school districts across the country. Teaching
Reading to English Language Learners, Grades 6-12 provides a comprehensive and systematic
framework for developing literacy skills and accelerating language development. With funding from
the Carnegie Corporation and the U.S. Department of Education, author Margarita Calderón has
developed a research-based approach to expediting reading comprehension that results in higher
test scores not just for ELLs, but for all students. This practical guide is full of ready-to-use tools,
including: Lesson templates Rubrics Sample lesson plans in mathematics, science, language arts,
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and social studies Descriptions of successful programs Professional development designs Without
strong reading skills, students will never reach their full potential. But now this remarkable book
offers a rigorously tested, NCLB-aligned instructional model for improving reading in all content
areas. Designed primarily for middle and high school teachers of English, science, math, and social
studies, this book will also be a valuable resource for middle and high school principals, literacy
coaches, and content curriculum specialists.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Teaching Language Arts to English
Language Learners Anete Vásquez, Angela L. Hansen, Philip C. Smith, 2013 This thoroughly revised
and updated edition of Teaching Language Arts to English Language Learners provides readers with
the comprehensive understanding of both the challenges that face ELLs and ways in which
educators might address them in the language arts classroom. The authors offer proven techniques
that teachers can readily use to teach reading, writing, grammar, and vocabulary as well as
speaking, listening, and viewing skills. A complete section is also devoted to ways teachers can
integrate all five strands of the language arts curriculum into a comprehensive unit of study with
meaningful accommodations for ELLs. An annotated list of web and print resources completes the
volume, making this a valuable reference for language arts teachers to meet the challenges of
including all learners in effective instruction. New features to this edition include: An updated and
streamlined Part 1, which provides an essential overview of ELL theory in a language arts specific
context. Additional practical examples of language arts exercises, all of which are closely aligned
with the Common Core State Standards. New pedagogical elements in Part 3, including tips on
harnessing new technologies, discussion questions and reflection points. Updates to the web and
print resources in Part 4
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Teaching the Content Areas to English
Language Learners in Secondary Schools Luciana C. de Oliveira, Kathryn M. Obenchain, Rachael H.
Kenney, Alandeom W. Oliveira, 2019-01-17 This practitioner-based book provides different
approaches for reaching an increasing population in today’s schools - English language learners
(ELLs). The recent development and adoption of the Common Core State Standards for English
Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects
(CCSS-ELA/Literacy), the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics, the C3 Framework, and
the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) highlight the role that teachers have in developing
discipline-specific competencies. This requires new and innovative approaches for teaching the
content areas to all students. The book begins with an introduction that contextualizes the chapters
in which the editors highlight transdisciplinary theories and approaches that cut across content
areas. In addition, the editors include a table that provides a matrix of how strategies and theories
map across the chapters. The four sections of the book represent the following contentareas: English
language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. This book offers practical guidance that is
grounded in relevant theory and research and offers teachers suggestions on how to use the
approaches described.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Teaching English Language Learners
Shelley Hong Xu, 2010-01-01 Grounded in research and practical expertise, this volume helps K?6
teachers skillfully support all of their English language learners (ELLs)?from a single student to an
entire classroom. Ideas for teaching ELLs across different grade and proficiency levels include ways
to link instruction to students? lived experiences, use a variety of motivating print and electronic
texts and materials, engage families, and conduct effective assessments. Chapters are packed with
tools and activities for promoting ELLs? development in oral language, phonics, fluency, vocabulary,
comprehension, writing, and grammar. Handy reproducibles and ?Voice from the Classroom?
teacher vignettes enhance the utility of the book.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Teaching English Language Learners
Michaela Colombo, 2011-03-08 -TESOL standards for students and teachers are outlined in the first
chapter and aligned with the content of the book.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: The Classroom Teacher's Guide to



Supporting English Language Learners Pamela Mesta, Olga Reber, 2019-04-30 This book
answers your key questions about educating English Language Learners (ELLs) and offers detailed
guidance and concrete applications for your classroom. Designed as a one-stop-shop for classroom
teachers of all grade levels and content areas, this book is chock full of essential information,
delivered in a practical, concise format. In each chapter, you will find checklists, instructional
strategies, tables, tools and ideas for next steps. The resources and examples provided are easy to
implement and can be used the next day in your teaching. Topics addressed include: Getting to know
your ELLs Considering how culture, language and academic background impact learning Bridging
the home/school connection Pairing content and language objectives Gauging learner progress
Collaborating with ELL staff Much more!
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: The Vocabulary Book Michael F.
Graves, 2016-07-29 This new second edition includes two entirely new chapters on selecting
vocabulary words for study and vocabulary instruction for English Language Learners. In addition,
every chapter has been substantially updated to incorporate discussion of next-generation
standards. Incorporating the newest research in vocabulary acquisition into the four-part model of
vocabulary instruction that made the first edition a bestseller, this edition emphasizes vocabulary as
an important tool in meeting the needs of increasingly diverse students K-12. It also includes new
instructional approaches to teaching vocabulary that have been developed and classroom-tested
since the release of the first edition.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: The Education of English Language
Learners Marilyn Shatz, Louise C. Wilkinson, 2011-08-01 This book presents evidence-based
strategies for supporting English language learners' (ELLs') school readiness and achievement at all
grade levels. It examines the importance of communication and language use for children's learning
both in and outside of school.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Teaching Reading to English
Language Learners Thomas S. C. Farrell, 2009 Truly a pleasure to read, with much helpful
information.--Deb Bible, Literacy TeacherCUSD 300, West Dundee, IL The author models a program
of success and helps the educator become better qualified in teaching the EL learner.--Lucia
deSombre Malo, Former InstructorUtah Valley State College Practical, easy-to-implement methods
for helping English language learners succeed in reading! Successfully teaching reading to English
language learners (ELLs) requires an in-depth understanding of the unique processes by which they
learn to read as well as proven strategies that teachers can use to support reading development.
This resource focuses on helping students read to learn instead of learn to read. In clear, accessible
language, this resource demystifies the research and clarifies the process for teaching reading to
ELLs. The author introduces the key principles of reading instruction for ELLs and offers a wealth of
action-oriented strategies--for use before, during, and after reading--to adapt for individual student
needs. Each chapter includes reflection questions to help educators examine their own reading
practices and better understand what it means to be a reader. Teachers will discover how to:
Increase students′ fluency and comprehension Teach vocabulary and text structure Prepare reading
lessons Assess reading proficiency Teaching Reading to English Language Learners is an ideal
primer for educators who may or may not have had experience working with ELLs.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Teaching English Language Learners
in Secondary Subject Matter Classes Yu Ren Dong, 2019-08-01 This book is for secondary subject
matter teachers and administrators who work with English language learners (ELLs) in subject
matter classes. It is also for college professors who prepare pre-service teachers to work with those
students. The book brings together insights from linguistic, socio-cultural, educational, cognitive,
developmental perspectives of what it means for ELLs to learn both English and subject matter
knowledge in English as a second language. It delineates unique challenges that ELLs experience,
offers ELLs’ learning stories, and suggests concrete strategies with classroom teaching examples
across academic disciplines. The 2nd edition broadens the scope of the 1st edition in several
aspects. Specifically, it includes two chapters about secondary ELLs’ previous educational



experiences in their home countries, a chapter on subject matter lesson planning with ELLs in mind
with teacher collaborative strategies, and more principle-based and field-tested effective
instructional and assessment strategies for working with ELLs.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Empowering English Language Learners
Jeanne C. DeFazio, William David Spencer, 2018-06-13 Empowering English Language Learners
showcases strategies of those who teach English as a second language in pre-schools, graduate
schools, secular public schools, and private Christian schools. What makes this book unique is the
way each teacher evaluates teaching strategy through personal experience. This book explains what
works and what doesn't. With additional contributions from: Dean Borgman Julia Davis Jean Dimock
Cherry Gorton Seong Park Olga Soler Virginia D. Ward Gemma Wenger
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Teaching English Language Learners
Across the Content Areas Judie Haynes, Debbie Zacarian, 2010-02-15 English language learners
(ELLs) often face the difficult challenge of learning both a new language and new subject matter at
the same time. In Teaching English Language Learners Across the Content Areas, Judie Haynes and
Debbie Zacarian offer strategies, tools, and tips that teachers can use to help ELLs at all levels
flourish in mainstream classrooms. This book will show teachers how to * Determine their ELLs'
stages of English language acquisition. * Modify assignments and assessments in different content
areas for ELLs at different stages of language development. * Ensure that all ELLs participate fully
in lesson activities alongside their English-fluent peers. * Communicate effectively with parents and
guardians of students from diverse cultures. Real-life examples of lessons from elementary, middle,
and high school that have been modified for ELLs in language arts, math, science, and social studies
classes show how to effectively put the authors' recommendations into practice. A glossary of
important ELL and ESL terms is included as well, for those who are new to teaching ELLs. Whether
novice or veteran, all teachers of ELLs will benefit from this wonderfully practical guide to ensuring
that ELLs learn English by learning content--and learn content while learning English.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Speaking and Writing for English
Language Learners Dorit Sasson, 2013-10-04 This bookprovides an overview designed to help
educators collaborate more effectively in the areas of content area literacy for the sake of their K-6
ELL students. The book weaves the practical and theoretical aspects of collaboration and suggests
ways for teachers to form long term partnerships. Each chapter extends collaboration in the areas of
skill and content based learning so ELL students can achieve necessary proficiency to thrive in
content areas classrooms and minimize gaps in instructional learning.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Teaching English Language Learners
K–12 Jerry Jesness, 2014-11-18 Bring the English language to life with this valuable new resource!
Some say that learning a second language is like drinking water from a fire hose. But teaching it
does not have to be like standing under Niagara Falls. This is the fundamental message of Jerry
Jesness’ new quick-start guide Teaching English Language Learners K-12. In our climate, ELL
teachers face immense demands as educators because the ELL class is often the critical, transitional
step into a student’s entire education. The author provides specific strategies to address the special
challenges for instructors. This valuable resource offers a terrific framework to nurture that
motivating spark in English Language learners. For ELL educators, it’s more than a job—it’s a
mission! Teaching English Language Learners K-12 includes: • Customizing instructions to create
developmentally and culturally appropriate lessons for all learners • Comprehensive vocabulary
checklists for common English words and concepts • Practical methods for using the learner’s native
language and culture in the classroom • Helpful strategies for teaching spoken English, reading, and
writing • Encouraging tips to become a better ELL teacher This book delivers a concise array of
teaching strategies, curriculum, and things ESL teachers need to know to become most confident in
their work and most effective with their students.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Literacy Instruction for English
Language Learners, Pre-K-2 , 2007-10-25 Offers practical instructional strategies that teachers
can use with young English language learners, including coverage of oral language development and



instruction, materials, word study, vocabulary, comprehension, writing, assessment, and
home-school connections.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: RTI for English Language Learners
Seth Aldrich, 2010-10 This book provides guidance for educators (teachers, support staff, school
administrators and instructors in schools of education) to assess, understand and address the needs
of English language learners within the context of the Response to Intervention process. This book
empowers general and special educators, as well as support staff, to take on important roles and
activities without necessarily having to speak the student¿s native language.
  teaching vocabulary to english language learners: Balancing Reading & Language
Learning Mary Cappellini, 2005 Combining the best classroom practices and research on teaching
reading and language acquisition, Mary Cappellini integrates effective reading instruction with
effective language instruction. Through the framework of a balanced reading program, she
emphasizes the importance of constantly listening for and assessing children's language and reading
strategies during read-aloud, shared reading, guided reading, and independent reading, including
literature circles.--BOOK JACKET.
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