
teachings of the prophet joseph smith

teachings of the prophet joseph smith stand as foundational principles in the
Latter-day Saint movement, profoundly influencing religious thought and
practice since the early 19th century. As the founder of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, Joseph Smith introduced a series of doctrines
and revelations that emphasized restoration, revelation, and personal
spiritual growth. His teachings cover a broad spectrum, including the nature
of God, the plan of salvation, priesthood authority, and the importance of
scripture. This article explores the core elements of Joseph Smith’s
teachings, highlighting their theological significance and continuing impact.
By understanding these essential doctrines, one gains insight into the
distinctive beliefs and practices that characterize the faith community he
established. The following sections detail the major themes and principles
found in the teachings of the prophet Joseph Smith.

The Restoration of the Gospel

Revelation and Prophetic Authority

The Plan of Salvation

Priesthood Authority and Organization

Scriptural Contributions and Teachings

Moral and Ethical Teachings

The Restoration of the Gospel

The restoration of the gospel is central to the teachings of the prophet
Joseph Smith. He taught that after the apostolic age, the original Christian
church fell into apostasy, losing divine authority and essential truths.
Through Joseph Smith, God restored the fullness of the gospel, including
priesthood authority, ordinances, and doctrine. This restoration is
considered a pivotal event, reestablishing the true church on the earth.

The Great Apostasy

Joseph Smith taught that following the death of Jesus Christ’s apostles, the
Christian church experienced a general falling away from true doctrine and
authority, known as the Great Apostasy. This period led to the loss of
priesthood keys and the corruption of essential gospel principles.

The First Vision and Divine Commission

One of the most significant moments in the restoration was Joseph Smith’s
First Vision, where he reported seeing God the Father and Jesus Christ. This
event marked the beginning of his prophetic mission and the restoration of
divine truth.



Restoration of Ordinances and Authority

Through angelic visitations, Joseph Smith received priesthood authority to
perform sacred ordinances such as baptism and confirmation. These
restorations were essential to reestablishing the church’s divine functions.

Revelation and Prophetic Authority

Revelation and prophetic authority are hallmark teachings of Joseph Smith. He
emphasized that God continues to communicate with humanity through living
prophets, and that personal revelation is available to all believers. This
principle underscores the dynamic and ongoing nature of divine guidance.

Continuing Revelation

Joseph Smith taught that revelation did not cease with the Bible but
continues today. Prophets receive guidance to direct the church and
individuals in modern times, ensuring that God’s will is known and followed.

Role of the Prophet

The prophet serves as God’s spokesperson, conveying divine will and
instructions. Joseph Smith’s own experiences and revelations established the
pattern for prophetic leadership within the church.

Personal Revelation

In addition to general prophetic direction, Joseph Smith taught that
individuals could receive personal revelation through prayer and spiritual
promptings, helping them make righteous decisions.

The Plan of Salvation

The plan of salvation, also known as the plan of happiness, is a
comprehensive framework explaining humanity’s purpose, pre-mortal existence,
mortal life, and the afterlife. Joseph Smith’s teachings clarify the steps
necessary for exaltation and eternal life.

Pre-Mortal Existence

Joseph Smith introduced the concept that all human beings lived as spirits
before birth and that life on earth is a probationary period to learn and
grow.

The Purpose of Mortal Life

Earthly life provides opportunities for agency, growth, and testing. Choices
made during mortality affect individual progression within God’s plan.



Resurrection and Judgment

Joseph Smith taught that all will be resurrected and judged according to
their works and desires. The plan includes degrees of glory, allowing for
varying levels of eternal reward.

Key Elements of the Plan of Salvation

Pre-mortal life

Mortal probation

Spirit world

Resurrection

Final judgment

Degrees of glory

Priesthood Authority and Organization

Priesthood authority is a critical component of Joseph Smith’s teachings,
emphasizing the divine power delegated to individuals to act in God’s name.
He restored priesthood keys and established a structured church organization
to administer gospel ordinances and lead the faithful.

Restoration of the Aaronic and Melchizedek
Priesthoods

Joseph Smith taught that two distinct priesthoods were restored to him and
his associates: the Aaronic Priesthood, responsible for preparatory
ordinances, and the Melchizedek Priesthood, which holds higher authority.

Church Organization and Leadership

He established a hierarchical church structure including apostles, seventies,
elders, bishops, and other offices to govern, teach, and serve the members
effectively.

Priesthood Responsibilities

Those holding the priesthood are charged with performing sacred ordinances,
teaching the gospel, and providing spiritual guidance, ensuring the church
operates under divine direction.



Scriptural Contributions and Teachings

Joseph Smith contributed significantly to scriptural canon and interpretation
within the Latter-day Saint tradition. His translations, revelations, and
writings form a vital part of the church’s doctrinal foundation.

The Book of Mormon

Joseph Smith translated the Book of Mormon, which he described as a second
witness of Jesus Christ and a companion scripture to the Bible, containing
the writings of ancient prophets.

The Doctrine and Covenants

This collection contains Joseph Smith’s revelations and instructions,
addressing church governance, doctrinal points, and personal guidance for
members.

The Pearl of Great Price

Another scriptural work associated with Joseph Smith, this compilation
includes translations, teachings, and historical accounts significant to
Latter-day Saint doctrine.

Emphasis on Scripture Study

Joseph Smith encouraged members to study the scriptures diligently, seek
personal understanding, and apply gospel principles in daily life.

Moral and Ethical Teachings

The teachings of the prophet Joseph Smith also encompass moral standards and
ethical behavior essential for spiritual growth and community harmony. These
teachings promote virtues such as honesty, charity, chastity, and obedience
to God’s commandments.

Law of Consecration and Stewardship

Joseph Smith introduced the Law of Consecration, a principle encouraging
members to dedicate their time, talents, and resources to the service of
others and the building of God’s kingdom.

Emphasis on Family and Eternal Relationships

He taught that family relationships can be eternal through sacred ordinances,
underscoring the importance of strong family values and commitments.



Personal Righteousness and Community Standards

His teachings emphasize living a clean and virtuous life, avoiding substance
abuse, immorality, and dishonesty, fostering an environment of trust and
respect.

Core Ethical Principles

Integrity and honesty

Charity and service

Chastity and fidelity

Obedience to divine commandments

Humility and repentance

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith?

The core teachings of Prophet Joseph Smith include the restoration of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, the Book of Mormon as another testament of Jesus
Christ, the importance of personal revelation, and the establishment of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

How did Joseph Smith teach about the nature of God?

Joseph Smith taught that God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost are
three distinct personages united in purpose. He emphasized that God has a
physical body and that humans are literal spirit children of heavenly
parents.

What is the significance of the Book of Mormon in
Joseph Smith’s teachings?

Joseph Smith taught that the Book of Mormon is a sacred record that
complements the Bible, containing the fullness of the gospel and testifying
of Jesus Christ. He claimed to have translated it by the gift and power of
God.

How did Joseph Smith emphasize the role of
revelation?

Joseph Smith taught that ongoing revelation is essential for guiding the
church and individuals. He encouraged members to seek personal revelation
through prayer and the Holy Ghost, emphasizing that God continues to



communicate with His children today.

What teachings did Joseph Smith provide about the
plan of salvation?

Joseph Smith taught a detailed plan of salvation that includes pre-mortal
existence, mortal life as a time of testing, the Atonement of Jesus Christ
for repentance and resurrection, and post-mortal opportunities for
progression, including eternal families and exaltation.

Additional Resources
1. Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling
This biography by Richard Lyman Bushman offers a comprehensive and nuanced
look at the life of Joseph Smith, the founder of the Latter-day Saint
movement. It explores his early years, the restoration of the gospel, and the
challenges he faced throughout his life. The book provides historical context
and personal insights that help readers understand Smith's teachings and
legacy.

2. The Teachings of Joseph Smith
Compiled by Joseph Fielding Smith, this book is a collection of sermons,
writings, and discourses given by Joseph Smith during his lifetime. It covers
fundamental doctrines such as the nature of God, the plan of salvation, and
the restoration of the priesthood. This volume serves as a key resource for
those studying Smith’s theological contributions.

3. Joseph Smith’s Commentary on the Bible
This book gathers the prophet’s interpretations and insights on various
biblical passages that influenced his teachings. It reveals how Joseph Smith
understood scripture in the light of modern revelation. Readers gain a deeper
appreciation for his scriptural exegesis and how it shaped Latter-day Saint
doctrine.

4. The Words of Joseph Smith
A carefully curated collection of quotes, letters, and speeches from Joseph
Smith, this book highlights his spiritual teachings and prophetic insights.
It is an accessible resource for those seeking to understand his philosophy
and religious vision. The selections illustrate Smith’s emphasis on
revelation, faith, and community.

5. Joseph Smith and the Restoration
This work focuses on the pivotal events surrounding the Restoration of the
Gospel, including the First Vision, the coming forth of the Book of Mormon,
and the establishment of the Church. It details Joseph Smith’s role as a
prophet and his teachings related to the restoration of priesthood authority
and ordinances. The book is valuable for understanding the foundational
claims of the Latter-day Saint faith.

6. Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith
Edited by Joseph Fielding Smith, this classic volume organizes Joseph Smith’s
teachings by topic, making it easier to study his views on subjects such as
revelation, the nature of God, and eternal marriage. It is widely used in
Latter-day Saint education and personal study. The book offers direct
insights from Smith’s recorded discourses.

7. Joseph Smith: Prophet of the Restoration



This narrative biography provides an engaging overview of Joseph Smith’s life
and prophetic mission. It emphasizes his role in restoring the original
church of Jesus Christ and includes discussions of his teachings on
priesthood, scripture, and revelation. The book is suitable for readers new
to Joseph Smith’s story.

8. The Doctrine and Covenants Made Simple
While not exclusively about Joseph Smith, this book explains the revelations
received by Joseph Smith and recorded in the Doctrine and Covenants. It helps
readers understand the context and meaning behind the prophet’s teachings as
revealed through modern scripture. The book is a practical guide to Joseph
Smith’s ongoing revelations.

9. Joseph Smith’s Teachings on the Family
This book explores Joseph Smith’s teachings regarding marriage, families, and
eternal relationships. Drawing from his sermons and revelations, it
highlights the importance he placed on the family unit within God’s plan.
Readers interested in Latter-day Saint family doctrine will find this volume
insightful and inspiring.
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