
political correctness for dummies

political correctness for dummies is a concept that frequently appears in discussions
about language, culture, and social behavior. Understanding the fundamentals of political
correctness is essential for navigating modern communication, especially in diverse
environments. This article offers a comprehensive guide designed to clarify what political
correctness means, why it matters, and how it affects various aspects of society. It will
explore the origins and evolution of the term, common misconceptions, and practical
advice for applying politically correct language and behavior in everyday life. Additionally,
the discussion will cover criticisms and debates surrounding political correctness to provide
a balanced perspective. Whether for educational, professional, or personal development,
this guide aims to make the topic accessible and clear for everyone.

What Is Political Correctness?

The History and Evolution of Political Correctness

Why Political Correctness Matters

Common Misconceptions About Political Correctness

How to Practice Political Correctness

Criticisms and Controversies

What Is Political Correctness?
Political correctness refers to the practice of using language and behavior that seeks to
avoid offending or marginalizing groups of people, particularly those who have historically
faced discrimination or social disadvantage. It involves being mindful of words, expressions,
and actions that could be considered insensitive or exclusionary. The goal is to promote
respect, inclusivity, and understanding among diverse populations. Political correctness
often extends beyond language to influence policies, social norms, and cultural practices.

Defining Political Correctness
At its core, political correctness is about adopting communication and conduct standards
that reduce harm and foster equality. It includes avoiding derogatory terms, stereotypes,
and insensitive comments about race, gender, sexuality, disability, religion, and other
identities. It emphasizes empathy and awareness of others' experiences to create a more
inclusive environment.



Examples of Politically Correct Language
Examples include using “people with disabilities” instead of “disabled people,” or “partner”
instead of assuming marital status or gender. These adjustments reflect respect for
individuals’ identities and circumstances.

The History and Evolution of Political Correctness
The concept of political correctness has evolved over several decades, influenced by social
movements and cultural shifts. Understanding its history helps clarify its purpose and the
reasons for its sometimes contentious reception.

Origins in Social Movements
Political correctness emerged prominently in the late 20th century, influenced by civil
rights, feminist, LGBTQ+, and disability rights movements. Activists advocated for language
and policies that recognized and respected marginalized groups.

Evolution in Public Discourse
Initially associated with efforts to promote social justice, political correctness later became
a topic of debate. Some viewed it as essential for progress, while others criticized it as
limiting free speech. This tension has shaped its development and public perception.

Why Political Correctness Matters
Political correctness plays a vital role in fostering respectful communication and reducing
discrimination. Awareness and practice can contribute to more inclusive societies and
healthier interpersonal relationships.

Promoting Inclusivity and Respect
By using politically correct language, individuals and organizations demonstrate respect for
diverse identities and experiences. This approach helps create environments where people
feel valued and safe.

Reducing Harm and Stereotyping
Insensitive language and behavior can reinforce negative stereotypes and cause emotional
harm. Political correctness aims to minimize such effects by encouraging thoughtful
communication.



Enhancing Social Cohesion
Inclusive language and conduct contribute to social harmony by acknowledging differences
and promoting understanding. This helps build stronger, more connected communities.

Common Misconceptions About Political
Correctness
Despite its intentions, political correctness is often misunderstood or misrepresented.
Clarifying these misconceptions is important for a balanced understanding.

Political Correctness Is Not Censorship
One common misconception is that political correctness restricts free speech. In reality, it
encourages choosing words responsibly without silencing opinions.

It Is Not About Being Overly Sensitive
Critics sometimes label political correctness as unnecessary sensitivity. However, it is about
empathy and recognizing the impact of language on others.

Political Correctness Does Not Erase Differences
Rather than ignoring differences, political correctness acknowledges and respects diversity,
promoting equality without denying individuality.

How to Practice Political Correctness
Implementing political correctness involves conscious effort in communication and
behavior. The following guidelines can help individuals adopt more inclusive practices.

Use Inclusive Language
Choose words that respect all identities and avoid stereotypes. This includes gender-neutral
terms and culturally sensitive expressions.

Be Open to Learning and Correction
Accept feedback graciously and be willing to adjust language or behavior to avoid causing
offense.



Respect Different Perspectives
Understand that cultural and individual differences influence perceptions of language.
Approach conversations with an open mind and respect.

Practical Tips for Everyday Use

Avoid assumptions about gender, race, or background

Use person-first language (e.g., “person with autism” rather than “autistic person” if
preferred)

Steer clear of idioms or jokes that may perpetuate stereotypes

Stay informed about evolving terms and cultural sensitivities

Criticisms and Controversies
Political correctness has sparked significant debate, with supporters emphasizing its role in
promoting respect and opponents warning of potential drawbacks.

Arguments Against Political Correctness
Critics argue that political correctness can lead to self-censorship, hinder honest dialogue,
and be used to unfairly police language. Some view it as a form of social control or
ideological imposition.

Balancing Respect and Free Expression
The challenge lies in balancing the need for respectful communication with protecting
freedom of speech. Ongoing discussions focus on how to navigate this balance effectively.

The Role of Context and Intent
Understanding context and speaker intent is essential when evaluating politically correct
language. Not all perceived offenses are intentional, and intent can influence how language
is received.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is political correctness?
Political correctness refers to the practice of using language and behavior that seeks to
avoid offending or marginalizing groups of people, especially those who have historically
faced discrimination or prejudice.

Why is political correctness important?
Political correctness is important because it promotes respect, inclusivity, and sensitivity
toward diverse groups, helping to create a more equitable and understanding society.

Is political correctness the same as censorship?
No, political correctness is about being considerate in communication, while censorship
involves the suppression of speech or ideas. Political correctness encourages respectful
dialogue rather than restricting expression.

How can I practice political correctness in daily life?
You can practice political correctness by using inclusive language, avoiding stereotypes,
being mindful of others' experiences, and educating yourself about different cultures and
perspectives.

What are some common criticisms of political
correctness?
Critics argue that political correctness can limit free speech, lead to self-censorship, or be
used to unfairly police language. However, supporters believe it fosters a more respectful
and inclusive environment.

How has political correctness evolved over time?
Political correctness has evolved from addressing overt discrimination to a broader
awareness of subtle biases and microaggressions, reflecting society's growing emphasis on
diversity, equity, and inclusion.

Additional Resources
1. Political Correctness for Dummies: Understanding the Basics
This introductory book breaks down the concept of political correctness in simple terms,
explaining its origins, purpose, and impact on society. It covers key terminology and
common misconceptions, making it accessible for readers new to the topic. The book also
discusses the balance between free speech and respectful communication.

2. The Language of Inclusion: Navigating Political Correctness



Focused on the role of language, this book explores how words can empower or marginalize
different groups. It provides practical advice on using inclusive language in everyday
conversations and professional settings. Readers will learn about evolving social norms and
how to communicate respectfully without feeling constrained.

3. Political Correctness in the Workplace: A Guide for Everyone
This guide addresses the challenges and benefits of political correctness within professional
environments. It offers strategies for fostering an inclusive culture and handling sensitive
topics with care. The book also discusses legal considerations and the importance of
diversity training.

4. From Offense to Understanding: The Politics of Political Correctness
Delving into the controversies surrounding political correctness, this book examines why
some people feel offended while others see it as a tool for progress. It presents different
viewpoints and encourages critical thinking about social justice and cultural sensitivity. The
author aims to bridge divides through empathy and dialogue.

5. Political Correctness and Free Speech: Finding the Middle Ground
This book tackles the often contentious relationship between political correctness and
freedom of expression. It explores case studies and legal precedents to highlight the
complexities involved. Readers will gain insight into how societies can respect diverse
opinions while maintaining civility.

6. Teaching Tolerance: Political Correctness in Education
Aimed at educators and parents, this book discusses implementing politically correct
principles in schools. It offers tools to create inclusive curricula and handle difficult
discussions about race, gender, and identity. The book emphasizes the role of education in
shaping empathetic future citizens.

7. Political Correctness and Media: Shaping Public Perception
This book analyzes how political correctness influences news, entertainment, and social
media. It examines the responsibilities of content creators and the impact on audience
attitudes. Readers will learn to critically evaluate media messages and understand the
dynamics of cultural representation.

8. Humor and Political Correctness: Walking the Tightrope
Exploring the intersection of comedy and political correctness, this book looks at how
humor can challenge or reinforce social norms. It discusses the fine line comedians walk to
avoid offense while remaining funny. The book also considers changing tastes and the
evolving boundaries of acceptable satire.

9. Global Perspectives on Political Correctness
This book provides an international view of political correctness, comparing how different
cultures approach the concept. It highlights variations in social norms, legal frameworks,
and public debates around the world. Readers will gain a broader understanding of the
global challenges and adaptations related to political correctness.



Political Correctness For Dummies

Find other PDF articles:
https://generateblocks.ibenic.com/archive-library-008/Book?docid=ioH89-1884&title=2002-internati
onal-4300-fuse-box-diagram.pdf

  political correctness for dummies: Political correctness ,
  political correctness for dummies: Political Correctness Bob Smith, 2018-03-16 UNDER
ATTACK It began as a gentle breeze nothing more than a friendly Happy Holiday instead of Merry
Christmas which, it was said, might offend a non-Christian. Soon the soft breeze became a flurry of
potential words which could be offensive Racist, sexist, homophobic. Our vocabulary, we noticed,
was being sharply censored by well meaning media folks, who saw themselves as political correction
watchdogs. In our busy, everyday lives, we went along with Happy Holidays, but thought little of the
approaching cultural storm, now known simply as PC. All around us, is evidence of this challenge to
the very core of Americanism. PC is invading our religion, our speech, our flag, our history and, yes,
our way of life. All are under attack. Athletes refusing to stand for our national anthem, prayers not
allowed in public schools, Black lives matter (strangely, it does not mean Black lives ALSO matter)
The storm seems to be growing day by day. What are we to do about it? PC can be defeated. We can
save our traditional values. Read on my friend.
  political correctness for dummies: Political Correctness Rachel Bozek, 2017-07-15 Political
correctness, better known as “PC,” flourished in institutions of higher learning in the 1990s. With
the rise of social media, a second wave of PC culture has emerged that is more aggressive than the
first. It seems to many that nearly everyone is a target, at risk of being labeled a racist or misogynist
based on one short tweet. The movement, though intended to be inclusive and pluralistic, has its
detractors. Is political correctness protective or is it an attack on freedom? Do knee-jerk reactions
cancel out the opportunity for thoughtful discourse? And what does this culture mean for our future?
  political correctness for dummies: The Myth of Political Correctness John K. Wilson, 1995
The classics of Western culture are out, not being taught, replaced by second-rate and Third World
texts. White males are a victimized minority on campuses across the country, thanks to affirmative
action. Speech codes have silenced anyone who won't toe the liberal line. Feminists, wielding their
brand of sexual correctness, have taken over. These are among the prevalent myths about higher
education that John K. Wilson explodes. The phrase political correctness is on everyone's lips, on
radio and television, and in newspapers and magazines. The phenomenon itself, however, has been
deceptively described. Wilson steps into the nation's favorite cultural fray to reveal that many of the
most widely publicized anecdotes about PC are in fact more myth than reality. Based on his own
experience as a student and in-depth research, he shows what's really going on beneath the hysteria
and alarmism about political correctness and finds that the most disturbing examples of thought
policing on campus have come from the right. The image of the college campus as a gulag of
left-wing totalitarianism is false, argues Wilson, created largely through the exaggeration of
deceptive stories by conservatives who hypocritically seek to silence their political opponents. Many
of today's most controversial topics are here: multiculturalism, reverse discrimination, speech codes,
date rape, and sexual harassment. So are the well-recognized protagonists in the debate: Dinesh
D'Souza, William Bennett, and Lynne Cheney, among others. In lively fashion and in meticulous
detail, Wilson compares fact to fiction and lays one myth after another to rest, revealing the double
standard that allows conservative correctness on college campuses to go unchallenged.
  political correctness for dummies: Political Correctness in Academia Sandra Dzenis,
2025-03-22 This book explores the phenomenon of political correctness in academia and explains
why and how scholars and administrators impact PC’s prominence in the academic sphere. To do so,
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it examines the actions of these agents through the lens of public choice theory, revealing how
self-interested strategies drive the policies and norms of the university. The book examines the
ideological dimensions of political correctness and highlights four key spheres of influence –
academic research, higher education curricula, affirmative action and speech codes. The book offers
a nuanced exploration of how PC and liberalism have common ground. It demonstrates how the
liberal values of equality and individual liberty largely underpin PC, whose regulatory function is to
protect a liberal value system from illiberal truth claims. Yet the book also shows how interest
groups form around the concept of PC in universities and have successfully used systems of
rent-seeking and collective action to shape institutional policy and protect their members from
ideological and professional competition, which can be seen as a violation of classical liberal
principles of fair competition and equal opportunity. This book is a valuable tool for researchers
working in political economy and PPE (politics, philosophy and economics), as well as those
interested in the political economy of academia and the concept of PC more generally.
  political correctness for dummies: Beyond Political Correctness Michael S. Cummings,
2001 The reason that the right dominates debates on crime, family values, and economic freedom
while the left defends diversionary policies such as affirmative actions and equivocates on ecology
and the political empowerment of the young, argues Cummings (political science, U. of Colorado) is
that too many progressives have avoided politically sensitive issues, thus condemning themselves to
intellectual atrophy and political ineffectiveness. c. Book News Inc.
  political correctness for dummies: Political Correctness in the Era of Trump Luigi
Esposito, Laura Finley, 2018-11-15 In recent years, debates surrounding “political correctness” (PC)
have once again intensified in the United States and other Western countries. Although PC has a
long history, the term today is typically associated with a type of leftist-progressive puritanism that
prevents people from speaking their minds or voicing uncomfortable truths that might “offend”
members of marginalized groups or communities. In many respects, the political ascendancy of
Donald J. Trump, and his appeal to millions of people not only in the USA, but around the world,
hinges on the belief that his presidency represents a repudiation of the repressiveness associated
with PC. Indeed, throughout his political campaign, Trump declared himself to be an “anti-PC”
president who would always “speak his mind” and “tell it like it is.” However, while many celebrated
Trump’s maverick, anti-PC stance, others saw this as an attack on basic standards of decency and
civil discourse. Timely and important, this collection is authored by scholars from various disciplines,
and will be of interest to educators, undergraduate and graduate students, as well as anyone
interested in the debates associated with the so-called “culture wars” in the West. Each chapter
addresses how the PC debate has continued to shape social and political discourse in different areas,
including race relations, gender issues, terrorism and national security, higher education, the media,
and immigration. The point is made that while some of the criticisms directed against PC are worthy
of serious consideration and discussion, it is also true that PC, particularly in the era of Trump, has
been increasingly employed as a form of ideological scapegoat to delegitimize and roll back
language, attitudes, values, behaviors, and policies that are vital for promoting objectives associated
with gender and racial equality, human rights, democracy, empathy, fairness, multiculturalism, and
inclusive curricula.
  political correctness for dummies: Dumbing Down Our Kids Charles J. Sykes, 1995 Sykes
concludes with a checklist for parents, students, and teachers who want to evaluate their schools,
and a series of recommendations to restore quality learning to America.
  political correctness for dummies: Race, Racism and Political Correctness in Comedy Jack
Black, 2021-04-25 In what ways is comedy subversive? This vital new book critically considers the
importance of comedy in challenging and redefining our relations to race and racism through the
lens of political correctness. By viewing comedy as both a constitutive feature of social interaction
and as a necessary requirement in the appraisal of what is often deemed to be ‘politically correct’,
this book provides an innovative and multidisciplinary approach to the study of comedy and popular
culture. In doing so, it engages with the social and cultural tensions inherent to our understandings



of political correctness, arguing that comedy can subversively redefine our approach to ‘PC
Debates’, contestations surrounding free speech and the popular portrayal of political correctness in
the media and society. Aided by the work of both Slavoj Žižek and Alenka Zupančič, this unique
analysis adopts a psychoanalytic/philosophical framework to explore issues of race, racism and
political correctness in the widely acclaimed BBC ‘mockumentary’, The Office (UK), as well as a
variety of television comedies. Drawing from psychoanalysis, social psychology and philosophy, this
book will be highly relevant for postgraduate students and academic researchers studying comedy,
race/racism, multiculturalism, political correctness and television/film.
  political correctness for dummies: Political Correctness and Higher Education John Lea,
2010-05-26 This book is the first major study of political correctness in post compulsory education to
be published in the UK. For readers in the UK unfamiliar with the nature of the controversies in US
college campuses this book offers a comprehensive assessment of the key themes, including who and
what was behind key campaigns. For readers in the US unfamiliar with how this cultural export has
faired in the UK, this book looks at the significant similarities and differences in the ways that the
phrase has been used in both societies.
  political correctness for dummies: Political Correctness: A Sociocultural Black Hole
Thomas Tsakalakis, 2020-10-15 This book explores the nature of political correctness as but one of
the faces of today’s widespread sociocultural hypocrisy; it is a critique of a phenomenon that
constitutes a threat to the Enlightenment hope that humanity might one day achieve maturity. The
author identifies political correctness as a drive towards shallowness, anti-intellectualism and
self-flagellation – and a culture in which perception is everything. With attention to the emergence
and growth of political correctness in a country, Greece, where it can be observed from a bottom-up
perspective, this volume demonstrates that although at first glance it appears as a well-intentioned
social movement informed by values with which no moral and judicious person could disagree,
political correctness actually represents, at best, a distraction from graver concerns; at worst, a
manifestation of human foolishness and malevolence. A study of the destruction of honest and
rational debate, characterized by trials of intention, often by social media, Political Correctness: A
Sociocultural Black Hole will appeal to scholars of sociology and media studies with interests in
contemporary political culture.
  political correctness for dummies: Political Correctness in Context: The PC Controversy
in America Annette Gomis van Heteren, 1997-01-01 In this book the recent phenomenon of political
correctness or PC is studied in the American context in which it arose with a brief section devoted to
its British press coverage. The author examines the question from the point of view of an outsider
and one who moreover lives in continental Europe, and consequently her perspective aims to be as
far-reaching as possible, in contrast to most of the studies of PC so far. The scope of the book
discusses the background of PC and manifestations of the different aspects that make up the
so-called PC debate, only one of which is the canon debate. Annette Gomis has an Honours degree in
Modern Languages from Trinity College Dublin, and a degree in Modern Languages from the
University or Valencia. She also has an MSc. in Theaching English from the University of Aston and
a Ph.D.in English from the University of Granada. She is currently a member of the Dpeartment of
French, English and German at the University of Almería.
  political correctness for dummies: America's Death Spiral - Blaming Obama, Democrats
and Political Correctness Nick Velli, 2016-04-25 eBookIt Publishers announced release of a timely
and politically charged autobiography of Nick Velli entitled America's Death Spiral - Blaming Obama,
Democrats and Political Correctness. The author is an American octogenarian who was raised during
the Great Depression and experienced the travail's of WWII and the following military interventions
of Korea and Vietnam that changed the temperament and patriotism of Americans in many respects
forever. Part 1 of the book tracks the dramatic and extraordinary events of the period from 1932
through 2015. Part 2 deals with the grim aspects of the near and distant future that Americans are
now facing regarding racial divisiveness, Jihadist External and Internal Terrorism, and prospects of
a catastrophic national financial collapse due to explosion of the national debt exceeding $20 trillion



dollars. The author examines the ill-advised manipulation of the Democratic Party following LBJ that
transformed to the policies of Progressives transitioning to a Socialistic model of government. This
was greatly accelerated later by Barack Obama's promise of the Fundamental Transformation of the
Founding Father's American democratic republic.
  political correctness for dummies: Management for Beginners M. J. Pontus, 2022-02-20
Embark on a journey to management mastery. Transitioning from an individual contributor to a
manager isn't just about a new title – it's about reshaping your professional identity, influence, and
impact. Dive into this comprehensive guide and unravel the nuances of stepping into the shoes of a
manager, blending the art of leadership with the science of organisational dynamics. Stepping into
management is a game-changer. It's the moment where your dedication pays off, where long hours
and weekends sacrificed culminate in recognition. Yet, it's not without its challenges. This role is
unlike any other, and the weight of expectations can be overwhelming. The transition can be a
tightrope walk, balancing control with delegation, authority with empathy, and leadership with
teamwork. Inside this transformative guide, you will: Master diverse management styles and
pinpoint the one tailored for you. Understand the attributes that define a successful manager. Forge
trust and confidence, laying the foundation for effective leadership. Navigate the complexities of
transitioning into a managerial role seamlessly. Cultivate a healthy organisational culture, fostering
a positive work environment. Communicate effectively, breaking barriers and building bridges.
Empower your team, honing your skills as a mentor and coach. Manage change, tackling resistance
head-on. Engage with your team, fostering camaraderie with team-building initiatives. Perfect the
nuances of hiring, interviewing, and even the tough conversations. Resolve conflicts, understanding
the dynamics of different personalities and aiming for synergy. Combat stress, ensuring you remain
at the pinnacle of your performance. Seize this opportunity. Embark on your transformative journey
to managerial excellence. Don't let this moment slip by. Tap into your potential, unlock unparalleled
growth, and lead with confidence and prowess. Claim your key to leadership brilliance by clicking
the BUY NOW button today!
  political correctness for dummies: Political Correctness The New York Times Editorial Staff,
2019-12-15 The contemporary definition of political correctness did not begin to enter the cultural
consciousness of Americans until the 1980s. Allan Bloom's criticism of higher education in The
Closing of the American Mind sparked a conflict that has been continually discussed, satirized, and
rehashed. With the election of President Trump in 2016 came a reenergized attack on P.C. culture,
and a new wave of cultural critique in film, television, comedy, and literature. The New York Times
articles collected in this volume cover the defining and redefining of political correctness since its
inception, and suggest how this contentious concept may develop into the future. Media literacy
questions and terms are included to further engage readers with the collection.
  political correctness for dummies: In Defence of Political Correctness Yasmin Alibhai-Brown,
2018-09-28 Individual rights cannot always take precedence over collective, social responsibility.
Without self-moderation, our streets, schoolyards, public transport, waiting rooms and restaurants
would turn into bear pits. Most citizens understand that. Some, however, seem determined to cause
disorder in the name of free speech. Powerful, machiavellian and wealthy individuals are leading this
disruption and breaking the old consensus. Thus, anti-political correctness has taken over the UK
and US, spearheaded by some of the most influential voices in media and politics. Invective, lies,
hate speech, bullying, intemperance and prejudice have become the new norms. Intolerance is
justified through invocations of liberty. Restraint is oppression. A new order has been established in
which racism, sexism, homophobia and xenophobia are proudly expressed. In this powerful new
book, Yasmin Alibhai-Brown puts forth a spirited defence of political correctness, forcefully arguing
that, in spite of many failures, this movement has led to a more civilised, equal and tolerant world.
By tracing the history and definition of the term, Alibhai-Brown looks to clarify the very nature of
PC, which is ultimately grounded in human decency, understanding and compassion – all of which
are essential for a safer and kinder world.
  political correctness for dummies: Silent Sorrows: Let's Talk About Abortion, Reproductive



Technologies, and Adoption Katherine Breckenridge, 2024-05-15 Today’s self-indulgent society is
one in which satisfying one’s desires at the expense of others prevails. This mindset is particularly
common in areas of procreation such as abortion and various assisted reproductive technologies.
Through a lens that combines Christianity, natural law, and scientific reason, this book discusses
how the breakdown of man-woman marriage, biological connection, the destruction and disregard
for human life, and the objectification and commodification of women and children manufactures
trauma in not only adults, but in children. This trauma is evidenced by the stories of adult children
who are victims of society’s current cultural trends, as well as evidenced by the research of various
psychologists, sociologists, and other professionals. For too long, adults have been asking children to
conform to their ways of living, assuming children will just “get over it,” and children are now
starting to speak out about the harms of their upbringings. It’s essential to illuminate their voices, as
these familial breakdowns have become so normal that we currently can’t talk about any of their
negative aspects with any degree of common sense.
  political correctness for dummies: Marxism and Political Correctness Donald H Sullivan,
2015-07-13 How Marxism has infiltrated America and how it has used political correctness to steer
our country toward socialism, and how we can fight it.
  political correctness for dummies: Political Correctness Geoffrey Hughes, 2011-09-13
Political Correctness “Geoffrey Hughes has brought together with great panache the very many
manifestations of political correctness, both absurd and vicious, and shown how they express a
single collective mind-set. His book establishes beyond doubt that there is such a phenomenon, that
it has become dominant in our culture, and that it represents a growing tendency to censor public
debate and to prevent people from questioning orthodoxies which we all know to be false.” Roger
Scruton, American Enterprise Institute “What a joy this book is! Hughes’ study traces, with
unflagging zest, the modern history of PC. Sumptuous in data, in judgment precise, this is the latest
and fullest of Hughes’ series on the social history of language.” Walter Nash, Professor Emeritus,
University of Nottingham Political Correctness is now an everyday phrase and part of the modern
mindset. Everyone thinks they know what it means, but its own meaning constantly shifts. Its
surprising origins have led to it becoming integrated into contemporary culture in ways that are
both idealistic and ridiculous. Originally grounded in respect for difference and sensitivity to
suffering, it has often become a distraction and even a silencer of genuine issues, provoking satire
and parody. In this carefully researched, thought-provoking book, Geoffrey Hughes examines the
trajectory of political correctness and its impact on public life. Exploring the origins, progress,
content, and style of PC, Hughes’ journey leads us through authors as diverse as Chaucer,
Shakespeare and Swift; Philip Larkin, David Mamet, and J.M. Coetzee; from nursery rhymes to Spike
Lee films. Focusing on the historical, semantic, and cultural aspects of political correctness, this
outstanding and unique work will intrigue anyone interested in this ongoing debate.
  political correctness for dummies: This Is a Book About the Kids in the Hall Semley,
John, 2016-10-11 The first book to explore their history, legacy, and influence This is a book about
the Kids in the Hall „ the legendary Canadian sketch comedy troupe formed in Toronto in 1984 and
best known for the innovative, hilarious, zeitgeist-capturing sketch show The Kids in the Hall „ told
by the people who were there, namely the Kids themselves. John SemleyÍs thoroughly researched
book is rich with interviews with Dave Foley, Mark McKinney, Bruce McCulloch, Kevin McDonald,
and Scott Thompson, as well as Lorne Michaels and comedians speaking to the KidsÍ legacy: Janeane
Garofalo, Tim Heidecker, Nathan Fielder, and others. It also turns a criticÍs eye on that legacy,
making a strong case for the massive influence the Kids have exerted, both on alternative comedy
and on pop culture more broadly. The Kids in the Hall were like a band: a group of weirdoes brought
together, united by a common sensibility. And, much like a band, theyÍre always better when theyÍre
together. This is a book about friendship, collaboration, and comedy „ and about clashing egos, lost
opportunities, and one-upmanship. This is a book about the head-crushing, cross-dressing, inimitable
Kids in the Hall.
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