
political economy uc berkeley
political economy uc berkeley represents a dynamic and interdisciplinary field of study that blends
economics, political science, and sociology to analyze how political institutions, the political
environment, and the economic system influence each other. At the University of California, Berkeley,
this discipline is cultivated through rigorous academic programs, distinguished faculty research, and a
commitment to understanding the complexities of governance and economic policies. UC Berkeley's
political economy program offers students an unparalleled opportunity to explore global and domestic
economic challenges, the role of government in markets, and the impact of political decisions on
economic outcomes. This article provides an in-depth look at political economy UC Berkeley,
highlighting its academic offerings, research strengths, faculty expertise, and career prospects for
graduates. The integration of theory and empirical analysis at Berkeley positions its students and
researchers at the forefront of political economy scholarship. Below is an overview of the key topics
covered in this comprehensive guide.

Overview of Political Economy at UC Berkeley

Academic Programs and Curriculum

Faculty and Research Focus

Student Opportunities and Resources

Career Paths and Alumni Impact

Overview of Political Economy at UC Berkeley
The study of political economy at UC Berkeley is grounded in an interdisciplinary approach that
examines the interaction between politics and economics within societies. The university fosters a
rich intellectual environment where students and scholars investigate issues such as regulatory
policies, economic development, inequality, and political institutions. Political economy at Berkeley
integrates insights from economics, political science, law, and history to provide a holistic
understanding of how policies are formulated and how economic and political structures evolve over
time.

Historical Context and Institutional Setting
UC Berkeley has a long-standing tradition of excellence in social sciences, with political economy
emerging as a key area of focus in response to global economic challenges and political
transformations. The university houses several academic departments and research centers that
contribute to the political economy discourse, including the Department of Economics, the
Department of Political Science, and the Institute of Governmental Studies.



Interdisciplinary Approach
The political economy program at Berkeley emphasizes an interdisciplinary methodology that
encourages students to analyze political and economic phenomena using diverse analytical tools. This
approach facilitates a nuanced understanding of issues such as market regulation, public policy,
international trade, and political behavior, enabling students to address real-world problems with
comprehensive solutions.

Academic Programs and Curriculum
UC Berkeley offers a variety of academic programs focused on political economy, designed to equip
students with both theoretical knowledge and practical skills. These programs include undergraduate
majors, graduate degrees, and certificate options that blend coursework across economics, political
science, and related fields.

Undergraduate Major in Political Economy
The undergraduate political economy major provides a rigorous curriculum that covers
microeconomics, macroeconomics, political institutions, and quantitative methods. Students engage
with core subjects such as international political economy, development economics, and public policy
analysis, preparing them for advanced study or professional careers.

Graduate Programs and Specializations
Graduate students at Berkeley can pursue master's and doctoral degrees with a focus on political
economy. The graduate curriculum emphasizes research methodology, econometrics, and specialized
topics such as comparative political economy, economic regulation, and global governance. Doctoral
candidates benefit from close mentorship and access to extensive research resources.

Sample Core Courses

Economics of Public Policy

Comparative Political Institutions

International Trade and Finance

Political Economy of Development

Advanced Econometrics



Faculty and Research Focus
The faculty involved in political economy at UC Berkeley comprise distinguished scholars whose
research spans a wide array of topics, from economic inequality and political corruption to
environmental policy and global markets. Their expertise and innovative research contribute
significantly to both academic knowledge and public discourse.

Prominent Faculty Members
Berkeley's political economy faculty includes economists, political scientists, and interdisciplinary
researchers who hold leadership roles in academic and policy institutions. Their work often combines
empirical analysis with normative theory, addressing pressing issues such as democratic governance,
labor markets, and financial regulation.

Research Centers and Initiatives
Several research centers at UC Berkeley support political economy scholarship, providing platforms
for collaborative projects and policy-oriented research. These centers facilitate dialogue between
academia, government, and the private sector, advancing understanding of economic and political
challenges.

Institute of Governmental Studies (IGS)

Berkeley Center for Equitable Growth

Center for Effective Global Action (CEGA)

Energy Institute at Haas

Student Opportunities and Resources
Students studying political economy at UC Berkeley have access to a wealth of academic and
extracurricular resources designed to enhance their learning experience and professional
development. These opportunities support research, networking, and practical application of political
economy principles.

Research Assistantships and Internships
Berkeley offers numerous research assistant positions that enable students to work alongside faculty
on cutting-edge political economy projects. Additionally, internships with government agencies, think
tanks, and nonprofit organizations provide hands-on experience in policy analysis and economic
consulting.



Student Organizations and Events
Active student groups related to political economy foster community engagement and intellectual
exchange. Regular seminars, workshops, and speaker series bring leading experts to campus,
facilitating dialogue on current political and economic issues.

Academic Advising and Career Services
Dedicated advisors help political economy students navigate their academic pathways and connect
with career resources. Berkeley’s Career Center offers tailored support for internships, job placement,
and graduate school applications relevant to political economy disciplines.

Career Paths and Alumni Impact
Graduates from UC Berkeley’s political economy programs are well-prepared for diverse careers in
public policy, international organizations, academia, finance, and beyond. The interdisciplinary
training and analytical skills acquired enable alumni to contribute meaningfully to various sectors.

Common Career Trajectories

Policy Analyst or Advisor

Economic Consultant

Researcher in Think Tanks or NGOs

Government Official or Diplomat

Academia and Higher Education

Notable Alumni Contributions
UC Berkeley political economy alumni have achieved recognition for their work in shaping economic
policies, advancing political reform, and leading research initiatives globally. Their widespread impact
reflects the program's commitment to fostering leaders equipped to address complex societal
challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Political Economy program at UC Berkeley?
The Political Economy program at UC Berkeley is an interdisciplinary field that combines economics,
political science, and sociology to study the interaction between politics and economic systems.

Which departments are involved in the Political Economy
program at UC Berkeley?
UC Berkeley's Political Economy program involves departments such as Economics, Political Science,
Sociology, and sometimes Public Policy.

What courses are offered in the Political Economy program at
UC Berkeley?
Courses typically include topics like economic development, political institutions, comparative politics,
international political economy, and public policy analysis.

Is there a dedicated Political Economy major at UC Berkeley?
UC Berkeley does not have a standalone Political Economy major, but students can pursue related
majors or minors in Political Science, Economics, or interdisciplinary studies that cover political
economy topics.

Can graduate students study Political Economy at UC
Berkeley?
Yes, graduate students can study Political Economy through various programs such as the PhD in
Political Science with a focus on political economy or the Economics PhD program with related
research interests.

What research opportunities are available in Political
Economy at UC Berkeley?
UC Berkeley offers research centers and institutes like the Berkeley Institute for Governmental
Studies and the Center for Effective Global Action that provide opportunities for research in political
economy.

Are there any prominent faculty members specializing in
Political Economy at UC Berkeley?
Yes, UC Berkeley has several faculty members specializing in Political Economy, including scholars in
Economics and Political Science who focus on topics like development, institutions, and global political
economy.

How does UC Berkeley's location benefit students studying



Political Economy?
UC Berkeley's location near Silicon Valley and major political hubs provides students with unique
opportunities for internships, networking, and exposure to real-world political and economic issues.

What career paths do Political Economy students from UC
Berkeley typically pursue?
Graduates often pursue careers in academia, government, international organizations, policy analysis,
consulting, and non-profits focusing on economic development and political systems.

Does UC Berkeley offer interdisciplinary seminars or
workshops in Political Economy?
Yes, UC Berkeley regularly hosts interdisciplinary seminars, workshops, and speaker series that bring
together experts from economics, political science, and related fields to discuss political economy
topics.

Additional Resources
1. The Political Economy of Development and Democracy: Institutions, Policies, and Economic Growth
This book explores the intricate relationship between political institutions and economic development.
It delves into how democratic governance shapes economic policies and growth trajectories,
particularly in developing countries. Emphasizing empirical research, the authors analyze case studies
to illustrate the impact of political stability and institutional quality on long-term economic
performance.

2. Capitalism, Inequality, and Power: The Political Economy of Wealth Distribution
Focusing on the dynamics of wealth distribution, this book examines how political power influences
economic inequality within capitalist societies. It discusses the role of policy-making, lobbying, and
institutional frameworks in perpetuating or mitigating disparities. The text integrates economic theory
with political analysis to offer insights into the causes and consequences of inequality.

3. Globalization and Its Discontents: Political Economy Perspectives
This volume investigates the political and economic effects of globalization on nations and their
economies. It assesses trade policies, international institutions, and the responses of various political
actors to global economic integration. The book provides a critical appraisal of globalization's benefits
and drawbacks from a political economy standpoint.

4. Institutions and Economic Performance: Insights from Political Economy
This book addresses the role of institutions—formal and informal—in shaping economic outcomes. It
combines theoretical frameworks with empirical data to explain how institutions influence incentives,
economic behavior, and policy effectiveness. The authors highlight case studies ranging from
property rights to regulatory bodies to illustrate institutional impact.

5. The Political Economy of Public Policy: Theory and Practice
Focusing on the formulation and implementation of public policy, this book analyzes the intersection
of economics and politics in decision-making processes. It covers topics such as taxation, welfare, and



regulation, emphasizing how political considerations affect economic policy outcomes. The text is
designed to bridge theory with real-world policy challenges.

6. Economic Crises and Political Change: A Political Economy Approach
This work explores the political ramifications of economic crises, examining how downturns influence
governance, policy shifts, and social movements. The authors provide a historical overview of major
economic crises and analyze their impact on political stability and reform. The book offers frameworks
for understanding the complex feedback loops between economic shocks and political responses.

7. Labor Markets and Political Economy: Institutions, Policies, and Outcomes
Examining the interplay between labor markets and political institutions, this book investigates how
policies affect employment, wages, and worker rights. It discusses the role of unions, labor laws, and
political representation in shaping labor market outcomes. The text provides a comprehensive
overview of labor economics through a political economy lens.

8. Environmental Policy and Political Economy: Sustainable Development Challenges
This book addresses the political economic dimensions of environmental policy-making and
sustainable development. It explores the conflicts and synergies between economic growth and
environmental protection, focusing on regulatory frameworks and international cooperation. The
authors discuss how political incentives and economic interests shape environmental outcomes.

9. The Political Economy of Innovation and Technological Change
This volume investigates how political and economic factors influence innovation and technological
progress. It examines government policies, funding mechanisms, and institutional support that drive
or hinder technological advancements. The book emphasizes the role of political economy in shaping
the innovation ecosystem and economic competitiveness.
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agreements. It also includes the theory and the empirics of the choice of policy instruments. Finally,
the book presents the empirical investigation of the Grossman-Helpman “Protection for Sale” model
as well as the Mayer “Median-Voter” model of trade policy determination.
  political economy uc berkeley: The Political Economy of Economic Performance Voxi Heinrich
Amavilah, 2020-05-28 Extant research continues to perpetuate a myth of Sub-Saharan African
countries (SSACs) as ever stuck in the past and with incurable growth maladies. However, during
the years just before the great global recession some of these countries performed better than
countries in other regions. What explains this turnaround? How can it be ignited everywhere in the
region and made to stick? The Political Economy of Economic Performance is among a few
competitors that celebrate the successes of the region and argue for the positive economics of
performance of at least some countries. Organized around two themes which are pursued in six
chapters, the book provides a comprehensive, balanced, and thorough analysis of the factors and
forces behind the unusually good performance of SSACs just before the great global recession, and
shows that there is a way forward for them. The book makes a significant contribution to both policy
and research, because while its structure is scholarly and logical, with a writing style that is
coherent and easily understandable to all interested readers worldwide.
  political economy uc berkeley: The Political Economy of the 2014-2020 Common
Agricultural Policy Johan F.M. Swinnen, 2015-07-30 After five years of debates, consultations and
negotiations, the European institutions reached an agreement in 2013 on the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) for the 2014-2020 period. The outcome has major implications for the EU’s budget and
farmers’ incomes, but also for Europe’s environment, its contribution to global climate change and
to food security in the EU and in the world. It was decided to spend more than €400 billion during
the rest of the decade on the CAP. The official claims are that the new CAP will take better account
of society's expectations and lead to far-reaching changes by making subsidies fairer and ‘greener’
and making the CAP more efficient. It is also asserted that the CAP will play a key part in achieving
the overall objective of promoting smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. However, there is
significant scepticism about these claims and disappointment with the outcome of the
decision-making, the first in which the European Parliament was involved under the co-decision
procedure. In contrast to earlier reforms where more substantive changes were made to the CAP,
the factors that induced the policy discussions in 2008-13 and those that influenced the
decision-making did not reinforce each other. On the contrary, they sometimes counteracted one
another, yielding an ‘imperfect storm’ as it were, resulting in more status quo and fewer changes.
This book discusses the outcome of the decision-making and the factors that influenced the policy
choices and decisions. It brings together contributions from leading academics from various
disciplines and policy-makers, and key participants in the process from the European Commission
and the European Parliament.
  political economy uc berkeley: Principles of Political Economy John Stuart Mill, 1908
  political economy uc berkeley: The Political Economy of the Abe Government and Abenomics
Reforms Takeo Hoshi, Phillip Y. Lipscy, 2021-02-25 Explores the politics and economics of the Abe
government and evaluates major policies, such as Abenomics policy reforms.
  political economy uc berkeley: The Theory of Political Economy, Etc William Stanley
JEVONS, 1924
  political economy uc berkeley: Handbook of Alternative Theories of Political Economy
Stilwell, Frank, Primrose, David, Thornton, Tim B., 2022-05-13 This Research Handbook advances
entrepreneurship theory in new ways by integrating and contributing to contemporary theories of
practice. Leading theorists and entrepreneurship experts, who are part of the growing
Entrepreneurship as Practice (EaP) research community, expertly propose methodologies, theories
and empirical insights into the constitution and consequences of entrepreneuring practices.
  political economy uc berkeley: The Political Economy of Financial Regulation Emilios
Avgouleas, David C. Donald, 2019-01-31 Examines the law and policy of financial regulation using a
combination of conceptual analysis and strong empirical research.



  political economy uc berkeley: Women and Philanthropy in Education Andrea Walton,
2005-02-15 This book illuminates the philanthropic impulse that has influenced women's education
and its place in the broader history of philanthropy in America. Contributing to the history of
women, education, and philanthropy, the book shows how voluntary activity and home-grown
educational enterprise were as important as big donors in the development of philanthropy. The
essays in Women and Philanthropy in Education are generally concerned with local rather than
national effects of philanthropy, and the giving of time rather than monetary support. Many of the
essays focus on the individual lives of female philanthropists (Olivia Sage, Martha Berry) and
teachers (Tsuda Umeko, Catharine Beecher), offering personal portraits of philanthropy in the 19th
and 20th centuries. These stories provide evidence of the key role played by women in the
development of philanthropy and its importance to the education of women. Philanthropic and
Nonprofit Studies -- Dwight F. Burlingame and David C. Hammack, editors
  political economy uc berkeley: Environmentalism in Turkey Fikret Adaman, 2016-12-05
Bringing together a mixture of theoretical discussion, political analyses and illustrative case studies,
this volume provides the first comprehensive scholarly analysis of the tension between
environmental protection and economic development in Turkey. Through its dual focus on
democratization and modernization, this book also makes an important contribution to the literature
on politics in contemporary Turkey. It identifies and analyses the forces underwriting the growth of
environmental social movements, investigates the impacts these movements have on development
and modernization, and above all, evaluates the role played by environmental movements in the
democratization process of Turkey.
  political economy uc berkeley: The Political Economy of Transnational Power and Production
James M. Cypher, Mateo Crossa, 2023-08-01 The Political Economy of Transnational Power and
Production: Mexico's Metamorphosis 1982-2022 How and why Mexico’s socioeconomic structure
was transformed through plutocratic preferences, US corporate strategies, and ideology—all
powering transnational processes of neoliberalization—are issues examined in this comprehensive,
carefully documented publication covering four crucial decades of metamorphosis. The causes and
consequences of the creation of a new, regional power bloc—the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA)—are extensively examined. Readers will benefit from the many important
demystifications presented here, chronicling the asymmetric Mexico-US production system. The
impacts of the new transnational structure for labor on both sides of the border are matters of
centrality. Specialists and general readers alike will find an explicit and accessible account of the
powerful forces opening access to and profiting from millions of low-wage workers enabling Mexico
to become a strategic source of US imports. Portrayed by mainstream economists and major policy
makers as a win-win triumph of free trade theory, this book documents the opposing reality imposed
by NAFTA and the US-Mexico-Canada Free Trade Agreement on both the US and Mexican working
classes. US economists foretold a dramatic narrowing of the income gap—the US would benefit;
Mexico would benefit even more. But instead, the yawning gap increased for three decades, bringing
devastation for workers while debilitating Mexico’s national industrial base.
  political economy uc berkeley: Enslavement, Persisting through our Political Economy Monty
Agarwal, 2018-09-30 Besides the most blatantly repulsive forms of slavery, exploitation is also
perpetrated by limiting freedom of choice, undermining human dignity, destroying cultural identity,
retarding financial security and partitioning opportunity and access to resources. The absence of a
moral compass in the administration of political economies promotes the acquisition and vigorous
defense of a monopoly over resources, leading to unsustainable, gross imbalances. It has provided us
with every single form of the enslavements mentioned above. This book undertakes a process of
discovery across civilizations and time periods to unearth the development of the political economy.
It offers solutions, drawn from the global wisdom of philosophers from all major surviving
civilizations, for governments, industry, and the common man to guide society away from economic
enslavement and to help mitigate the human suffering that results from societal imbalances.
  political economy uc berkeley: Globalization, Political Economy, Business and Society in



Pandemic Times Tony Fang, John Hassler, 2021-12-08 Globalization, Political Economy, Business
and Society in Pandemic Times contributes to the growing literature on COVID-19 through a
multidisciplinary approach by helping build a holistic understanding of the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on politics, economies, business, and society in a globalized world.
  political economy uc berkeley: The Political Economy of Federalism in India M. Govinda
Rao, Nirvikar Singh, 2006-12-18 This is a comprehensive work on India's fiscal federalism. The book
surveys and analyses the evolution of fiscal federalism from the angle of political economy and
brings to bear analytical skills of a very high order to assess and relate the political and
administrative dimensions of India's federal system to fiscal federal issues. The authors present a
synthesized framework, combining both economic and political elements in a political economy
prism such as the Cente–State relations with not only the political perspectives but also the
economic ones with the belief that only such a framework can provide a useful guide to
implementable reform of policies.
  political economy uc berkeley: Other Geographies Sharad Chari, Susanne Freidberg, Vinay
Gidwani, Jesse Ribot, Wendy Wolford, 2017-07-27 An international group of distinguished scholars
pay homage to and build on the work of one of the most influential thinkers of our time, Michael
Watts. Shows how Michael Watts’ research, writings, teaching and mentoring have relentlessly
pushed boundaries, transforming his chosen field of geography and beyond Spans an array of topics
including the political economy and ecology of African societies, governmentality and territoriality in
various Southern contexts, food security, cultural materialist expositions of capitalism, modernity
and development across the postcolonial world Builds on his legacy, exploring its theoretical,
analytical, and empirical implications and proposing exciting new possibilities for further exploration
in the tracks of Watts
  political economy uc berkeley: The Political Economy of International Agreements Florian
Kiesow Cortez, 2021-09-25 This volume analyzes international agreements from a political economy
perspective. In four essays, it raises the question of whether domestic institutions help explain if
countries join international agreements, and in case they do, what type of international organization
they join. The book examines how specific democratic design elements channel and mediate
domestic demands directed at politicians, and how under certain circumstances entering
international agreements helps politicians navigate these demands to their benefit. The volume also
distinguishes between different types of international instruments with a varying expected
constraining effect upon member states, and empirically tests if this matters for incentives to join.
The volume addresses scholars, students, and practitioners interested in a better understanding of
how the shape of domestic institutions affects politicians’ incentives to enter into binding
international agreements.
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