
political interest groups list

political interest groups list is essential for understanding the various
organizations that influence policy-making and public opinion in the United
States and beyond. These groups play a pivotal role in shaping legislation,
advocating for specific issues, and representing the interests of diverse
constituencies. This article provides a comprehensive political interest
groups list, categorizing them by type, function, and area of influence.
Readers will gain insight into the major interest groups, their objectives,
and the impact they have on political processes. Additionally, this guide
explores the distinctions between different types of groups, such as
economic, public interest, and ideological organizations. Understanding these
groups is crucial for grasping how political advocacy operates in democratic
societies. The following sections will delve into the main categories and
notable examples of political interest groups.
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Types of Political Interest Groups

Political interest groups can be broadly classified based on their goals,
membership, and methods of influence. Understanding these classifications
helps clarify how these organizations operate within the political landscape.
The primary types of interest groups include economic groups, public interest
groups, ideological groups, and labor or professional associations. Each type
has a distinct focus and approach to advocacy.

Economic Interest Groups

Economic interest groups primarily represent the financial and business
interests of their members. These groups lobby for policies that benefit
their industries or professions, such as tax breaks, deregulation, or
favorable trade policies. Examples include chambers of commerce, business
associations, and trade unions.

Public Interest Groups

Public interest groups advocate for issues that they believe serve the
general public good rather than specific economic interests. They often focus
on social justice, environmental protection, consumer rights, or government



transparency. Their goal is to influence policy in ways that benefit society
as a whole.

Ideological and Single-Issue Interest Groups

These groups promote a specific set of beliefs or focus intensively on one
particular issue. They may advocate for conservative or liberal policies,
civil rights, gun control, or abortion rights. Their activism is often driven
by strong value-based motivations rather than broad economic concerns.

Labor and Professional Associations

Labor unions and professional associations represent workers and
professionals in various fields. They focus on improving wages, working
conditions, and professional standards. These groups often engage in
collective bargaining and political advocacy to advance their members'
interests.

Major Economic Interest Groups

Economic interest groups are among the most powerful and well-funded
organizations in the political arena. They include a variety of businesses,
trade associations, and industry-specific groups that exert significant
influence on legislation and regulatory policies.

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce: The largest business-oriented lobbying
group in the country, advocating for pro-business policies and economic
growth.

National Association of Manufacturers (NAM): Represents manufacturing
companies and promotes policies that support industrial growth.

American Medical Association (AMA): A professional group for physicians
that influences healthcare policy and medical standards.

National Retail Federation (NRF): Focuses on policies that impact retail
businesses and consumer spending.

National Association of Realtors (NAR): Represents real estate
professionals and advocates for property-related legislation.

Public Interest Groups

Public interest groups aim to represent the collective interests of the
broader population. These organizations often work on issues such as
environmental protection, civil rights, consumer safety, and government
accountability. Their advocacy efforts include lobbying, public education,
and litigation.



Common Cause: Focuses on government accountability and campaign finance
reform.

Environmental Defense Fund (EDF): Works on environmental sustainability
and climate change issues.

Public Citizen: Advocates for consumer rights and corporate
accountability.

Sierra Club: One of the oldest environmental organizations, promoting
conservation and clean energy.

League of Women Voters: Encourages informed and active participation in
government.

Ideological and Single-Issue Interest Groups

These groups are driven by specific ideological perspectives or focus
exclusively on particular issues. Their members are often highly motivated
and actively engaged in political campaigns and grassroots organizing. They
seek to shape public policy in alignment with their core beliefs.

National Rifle Association (NRA): Advocates for gun rights and opposes
gun control legislation.

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU): Defends individual rights and
liberties guaranteed by the Constitution.

Human Rights Campaign (HRC): Works for LGBTQ+ equality and civil rights.

Americans for Prosperity: Promotes limited government and free-market
policies.

Planned Parenthood Action Fund: Focuses on reproductive rights and
healthcare access.

Labor and Professional Associations

Labor unions and professional associations represent specific segments of the
workforce, often playing a critical role in advocating for labor rights,
workplace safety, and professional development. These groups have
historically been influential in shaping labor laws and employment standards.

American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations
(AFL-CIO): The largest federation of unions representing millions of
workers across various industries.

National Education Association (NEA): Represents public school teachers
and education professionals.



Service Employees International Union (SEIU): Focuses on workers in
healthcare, public services, and property services.

National Nurses United (NNU): Advocates for nurses’ rights and
healthcare reforms.

American Bar Association (ABA): A professional association for lawyers
promoting legal education and ethical standards.

Influence and Role of Political Interest Groups

Political interest groups play a crucial role in democratic governance by
providing information to policymakers, mobilizing voters, and shaping public
discourse. Their influence extends through lobbying efforts, campaign
contributions, public campaigns, and grassroots mobilization. Interest groups
also serve as a bridge between the public and government, ensuring diverse
viewpoints are represented in the political process.

While these groups enhance democratic participation, they can also raise
concerns about unequal influence, especially when well-funded organizations
dominate policy debates. Nonetheless, understanding the political interest
groups list and their functions is key to comprehending the complex dynamics
of policy-making and political advocacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are political interest groups?

Political interest groups are organizations that seek to influence public
policy and decision-making to benefit their members' interests or causes.

Can you provide a list of common types of political
interest groups?

Common types include business groups, labor unions, professional
associations, environmental groups, public interest groups, and ideological
groups.

What are some examples of influential political
interest groups in the United States?

Examples include the National Rifle Association (NRA), American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU), Sierra Club, Chamber of Commerce, and AFL-CIO.

How do political interest groups impact elections and
legislation?

They impact elections by endorsing candidates, funding campaigns, and
mobilizing voters; they influence legislation through lobbying, providing



expert information, and grassroots advocacy.

Where can I find a comprehensive list of political
interest groups?

Comprehensive lists can be found on websites like OpenSecrets.org, the Center
for Responsive Politics, and official government registries of lobbyists and
advocacy groups.

What distinguishes an interest group from a political
party?

Interest groups focus on specific issues or causes and try to influence
policy, while political parties aim to gain political power by winning
elections and governing.

Additional Resources
1. The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups
This seminal work by Mancur Olson explores why individuals often fail to act
in their collective interest and how groups overcome these challenges. It
delves into the dynamics of interest groups, public goods, and the free-rider
problem. The book is foundational for understanding the behavior and
organization of political interest groups.

2. Interest Groups in American Politics
Written by Allan J. Cigler and Burdett A. Loomis, this book provides a
comprehensive overview of the role and influence of interest groups in the
United States political system. It covers topics such as lobbying, campaign
finance, and grassroots mobilization. The text is essential for students and
scholars interested in the practical workings of political advocacy.

3. Lobbying and Policy Change: Who Wins, Who Loses, and Why
Frank R. Baumgartner and colleagues analyze the effectiveness of lobbying
efforts in shaping public policy. Using empirical data, the book examines
which interest groups succeed and the factors that contribute to their
success or failure. It offers insights into the complexities of policy-making
and interest group strategies.

4. Groups, Interests, and U.S. Politics
By Jeffrey M. Berry and Clyde Wilcox, this book explores the diversity of
interest groups and their impact on American democracy. It discusses how
groups form, operate, and influence political outcomes. The authors also
consider contemporary challenges facing interest groups in the political
landscape.

5. Political Power and Social Theory: Interest Groups and Political Influence
This collection of essays edited by David Knoke examines the theoretical and
empirical aspects of interest group politics. It provides a multidisciplinary
perspective on how groups gain and wield political power. The book is
valuable for readers seeking a deeper theoretical understanding of interest
group dynamics.

6. Outside Lobbying: Public Opinion and Interest Group Strategies
Margaret M. Sheehan investigates how interest groups engage the public to
influence political decisions. The book highlights the use of media



campaigns, protests, and grassroots mobilization as tools for advocacy. It
underscores the importance of public opinion in shaping policy outcomes.

7. Organizing Interests in America: Pluralism, Corporatism, and the
Transformation of Politics
By Jeffrey M. Berry and Clyde Wilcox, this book examines the changing nature
of interest group politics in America. It contrasts pluralist and corporatist
models and discusses how interest groups adapt to political and social
changes. The text is insightful for understanding evolving patterns of
political organization.

8. Corporate Power and Political Influence: The Role of Business Interest
Groups
This book explores how corporate interest groups shape policy and public
discourse. It analyzes the strategies businesses use to influence legislation
and regulation. Readers gain an understanding of the intersection between
economic power and political advocacy.

9. The Advocacy Explosion: How Advocacy Groups Are Reshaping American
Politics
Kathleen M. Bawn and colleagues document the growth of advocacy groups and
their impact on American political processes. The book discusses the rise of
issue-oriented groups and their role in electoral politics. It provides a
detailed look at the changing landscape of political participation through
interest groups.
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  political interest groups list: Interest Groups in American Politics Anthony J. Nownes,
2023-06-20 Americans regularly rail against so-called “special interests.” Yet, many members of
society are themselves represented in one form or another by organized groups trying to affect
government decisions. Interest Groups in American Politics, Third Edition, is grounded by the role of
information in interest group activity, a theme that runs through the book. This concise, thorough
text demonstrates that interest groups are involved in the political system at all levels of
government—federal, state, and local—and in all aspects of political activity, from election
campaigns to agenda setting to lawmaking and policy implementation. Rather than an anomaly or
distortion of the political system, interest group activity is a normal and healthy function of a
pluralist society and democratic governance. Nonetheless, Nownes warns of the dangers of
unwatched interest group activity, especially in the realms of the electoral process and issue
advocacy. This much-anticipated third edition of Nownes’s text retains a student-friendly tone. It
thoroughly updates the references to interest group research, social media activity, new foreign
actors in American politics, and political action committee (PAC) and party connections. Numerous
figures and tables throughout the book help students visualize significant trends and information.
New to the Third Edition A new section in Chapter 1 (Interest Groups in the United States) on social
movements in the US. A new section in Chapter 4 (The Non-Lobbying Activities of Interest Groups)
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on how interest groups use social media to recruit members and burnish their image. A new section
in Chapter 5 (Direct Lobbying) about lobbying regulation, how it affects group behavior, and shadow
interests. New data in Chapter 6 (Electoral Lobbying) on how and how much groups spend on PACs,
super PACs, and other vehicles for election spending. A new section in Chapter 7 (Indirect Lobbying)
on how interest groups use social media and new technology to affect political outcomes. A new
section in Chapter 8 (Interest Groups and Political Parties) on interest groups, the Republican Party,
and President Donald Trump. New information in Chapter 9 (The Influence of Interest Groups) on
the latest research on interest group power and influence. The new section will cite the latest
literature on the growing power of business.
  political interest groups list: Interest Groups in American Campaigns Mark J. Rozell,
Clyde Wilcox, Michael M. Franz, 2012 In today's era of greatly divisive partisanship in Washington,
interest groups have become increasingly powerful forces in U.S. politics. In races for the
presidency, Congress, and state legislatures, these groups often help to elect--or reelect--candidates
who support their causes and views. Now in its third edition, Interest Groups in American
Campaigns: The New Face of Electioneering focuses on the key role that interest groups play in U.S.
elections. Authors Mark J. Rozell, Clyde Wilcox, and Michael M. Franz present an extensive analysis
based on interviews with interest group leaders, campaign finance filings, and election surveys.
Opening with an introduction to the nature of our federal election system, they then examine how
interest groups ally themselves with political parties and influence candidate nominations and party
platforms. The authors also describe how interest groups interact with political candidates--by
contributing money, goods, and services to campaigns--and with their own members and the broader
electorate--through social networking, Tweeting, Internet advertising, television ads, direct mail,
and phone calls. Throughout the book, diverse and compelling examples clearly illustrate how
interest groups operate in the real world. Revised and updated, the third edition of Interest Groups
in American Campaigns delves into the 2010 election campaign; recent reforms and campaign
finance laws that have substantially changed the roles played by interest groups; and how these
recent changes will affect the 2012 races for federal offices.
  political interest groups list: Political Groups, Parties, and Organizations That Shaped
America Scott H. Ainsworth Ph.D., Brian M. Harward, 2019-07-19 This three-volume set explores the
multiple roles that parties and interest groups have played in American politics from the nation's
beginnings to the present. This set serves as an essential resource for analyzing the emergence and
impact of parties and interest groups in the American political system and for understanding the
systematic and structural bases for interest group and party behavior. Volume One opens with an
introduction by the editors that provides a general overview of the eras and identifies important
themes and events, laying a foundation on which the subsequent essays and primary documents for
each interest group or political party builds. Narrative essays focus on how specific parties or
interest groups have shaped or reflect a particular set of events or general themes in each of the
eras in American political history. Topical entries reflect key themes developed throughout the
volumes. Entries range from important founding groups and parties to contemporary political action
committees and policy advocacy groups. The set also includes primary source documents (e.g.,
letters, platform documents, court decisions, flyers, etc.) that reveal important dimensions of the
corresponding group's political influence.
  political interest groups list: The Organization of Political Interest Groups Darren Halpin,
2014-01-10 Interest groups form an important part of the development of political and social
systems. This book goes beyond current literature in examining the survival and ‘careers’ of such
groups beyond their formation. The author introduces the concept of organizational form and
develops a framework to describe and evaluate organisations, and uncover how they adapt to
survive. Using example case studies from the UK, US and Australia, the book presents extensive
historical analyses of specific groups, to better understand the organisation and position of such
groups within their political system. It analyses how groups differentiate themselves from each
other, how they develop differently and what impact this has on policy implementation and



democratic legitimacy. The Organization of Political Interest Groups will be of interest to students
and scholars of political science, comparative politics, public representation, and public policy.
  political interest groups list: Politics Online Richard Davis, 2013-05-13 Despite the growth of
various forms of online discussion, their impact on American political life is only beginning to be
examined systematically. In Politics Online Richard Davis provides a thorough analysis detailing the
political attitudes, behavior, and demographic nature of the electronic discussion community
contrasting that community with the general public.
  political interest groups list: Interest Groups and Trade Policy Gene M. Grossman, Elhanan
Helpman, 2020-10-06 Gene Grossman and Elhanan Helpman are widely acclaimed for their
pioneering theoretical studies of how special interest groups seek to influence the policymaking
process in democratic societies. This collection of eight of their previously published articles is a
companion to their recent monograph, Special Interest Politics. It clarifies the origins of some of the
key ideas in their monograph and shows how their methods can be used to illuminate policymaking
in a critical area. Following an original introduction to the contents of the book and its relationship
to Special Interest Politics, the first three chapters focus on campaign contributions and candidate
endorsements--two of the tools that interest groups use in their efforts to influence policy outcomes.
The remaining chapters present applications to trade policy issues. Grossman and Helpman
demonstrate how the approaches developed in their monograph can shed light on tariff formation in
small and large countries, on the conduct of multilateral trade negotiations, and on the viability of
bilateral free trade agreements. They also examine the forms that regional and multilateral trade
agreements are likely to take and the ways in which firms invest abroad to circumvent trade barriers
induced by political pressures. The articles collected in this volume are required reading for anyone
interested in international relations, trade policy, or political economy. They show why Grossman
and Helpman are global leaders in the fields of international economics and political economy.
  political interest groups list: The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Interest Groups, Lobbying
and Public Affairs Phil Harris, Alberto Bitonti, Craig S. Fleisher, Anne Skorkjær Binderkrantz,
2022-06-20 The growing need for a concise and comprehensive overview of the world of interest
groups, lobbying, and public affairs called for a compendium of existing research, key theories,
concepts, and case studies. This project is the first transnational encyclopedia to offer such an
interdisciplinary and wide overview of these topics, including perspectives on public relations, crisis
management, communication studies, as well as political science, political marketing, and policy
studies. It is an interdisciplinary work, which involved an extraordinary pool of contributors made up
of leading scholars and practitioners from all around the globe; it is a live and evolving project
focused on drawing together grounded international knowledge for our diverse and developing
world. The 200+ entries of the Palgrave Encyclopedia of Interest Groups, Lobbying and Public
Affairs (to be found as a live reference work online here, and in two print volumes in 2022) address
these research avenues, tackling a growing demand for a comprehensive international reference
work regarding key global sectors and policymaking structures, looking beyond the traditional
markets of Europe and North America to incorporate practice and research from Asia, Africa,
Oceania, and Latin America. This encyclopedia acts as a synthesis of existing research, and aims to
aid academics, students, and practitioners navigate their relevant fields around the globe.
  political interest groups list: ,
  political interest groups list: Subject Heading List National Agricultural Library (U.S.),
1963
  political interest groups list: Handbook of Public Affairs Phil Harris, Craig S Fleisher,
2005-07-15 Drawing on the expertise of leading figures in the field, this handbook provides an
overview of public affairs and government relations for students, CEOs, association executives,
politicians, lobbyists and business managers.
  political interest groups list: Interest Groups and Lobbying Thomas T. Holyoke,
2024-12-03 Interest Groups and Lobbying shows how political organizations and their lobbyists play
a crucial role in how policy is made in the United States. It cuts through the myths and



misconceptions about interest groups and lobbyists with an accessible and comprehensive text
supported by real-world examples and the latest research. New to the Third Edition Further updates
and expands the discussion of social media and other online activity engaged in by interest groups,
showing that they have become more sophisticated in their use of the internet – especially social
media – for keeping current members informed and for their advocacy work. New case studies on
more recent advocacy efforts. Updated data used in the book, including: Data on the ideological
distribution of Washington interest groups Total number and types of interest groups lobbying in the
50 states Data on campaign contributions Data on amicus briefs and case sponsorship New
discussion on the ethical and public interest obligations of lobbyists.
  political interest groups list: Outside Lobbying Kenneth Kollman, 2020-11-10 In Outside
Lobbying, Ken Kollman explores why and when interest group leaders in Washington seek to
mobilize the public in order to influence policy decisions in Congress. In the past, political scientists
have argued that lobbying groups make outside appeals primarily because of their own internal
dynamics--to recruit new members, for example. Kollman, however, grants a more important role to
the need for interest group leaders to demonstrate popular support on particular issues. He
interviewed more than ninety interest group leaders and policy makers active on issues ranging from
NAFTA to housing for the poor. While he concludes that group leaders most often appeal to the
public when they perceive that their stand has widespread popular support, he also shows that there
are many important and revealing exceptions to this pattern. Kollman develops his theory of outside
lobbying through a combination of rational choice modeling and statistical tests that compare public
opinion data with data from his interviews about interest groups' policy positions and activities. The
tests reveal that group leaders use outside lobbying to take advantage of pre-existing public
preferences, not to recruit members or to try to generate the mere appearance of grass-roots
support. Kollman's innovative book will clarify the complex relationship among lobbying, public
opinion, and public policy, and will set a new standard for interest group research.
  political interest groups list: Encyclopedia of Interest Groups and Lobbyists in the United
States Immanuel Ness, 2015-07-17 A comprehensive general reference on major American interest
groups. This encyclopedia provides information on the lobbies and interest groups that dominate
modern American politics. It provides descriptions of 13 categories of groups, followed by A-Z
entries on the groups within that category.
  political interest groups list: Lobbying the New President Heath Brown, 2013-05-02
Presidential transitions offer the chance for new ideas, policies, and people to inhabit the White
House. Transitions have triggered policy change for decades and eager interest groups have sought
ways to capitalize on this often chaotic phase of US politics. President-Elect Barack Obama declared
that lobbyists would be forbidden from serving his transition and issued stiff regulations and rules to
limit their access to the planning for his White House. Yet even though Obama’s efforts mirror
previous Presidents anti-lobbyist efforts, all Presidential transitions provide certain channels of
influence, and Obama himself chose the head of a powerful and politically oriented think tank, the
Center for American Progress, to run his transition. New Presidents need the information, ideas, and
political capital that groups possess. Thus a curious paradox. Using an innovative mixed
methodology integrating a historical analysis of original documents, original interviews with over 40
interest group leaders and transition leaders, a survey of 300 interest groups and content analysis of
300 interest group letters, Lobbying the New President uncovers the politics of interest group
influence during Presidential transitions. In doing so, Heath Brown asks: Was the role played by
Heritage in 1980 and CAP in 2008 indicative of a pattern of influence during the transition phase?
Or have Presidents effectively shielded themselves from outside influence at the earliest point of
their time in office? What can we learn about the larger study of interest groups and the Presidency
from a focus on the transition phase? This book is a valuable resource that goes beyond the field of
presidency studies which American politics scholars as well as public policy specialists should not go
without.
  political interest groups list: Subject Heading List, Preliminary Edition National



Agricultural Library (U.S.), 1963
  political interest groups list: Remaking Transitional Justice in the United States James
Edward Beitler III, 2012-11-09 ​Remaking Transitional Justice in the United States: The Rhetoric of
the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission explores rhetorical attempts to authorize the
Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission—a grassroots, U.S.-based truth commission
created in 2004 toredress past injustices in the city. Through detailed rhetorical analyses, the book
demonstratesthat the development of the field of transitional justice has given rise to a transnational
rhetorical tradition that provides those working in the field with series of “enabling constraints.” The
book then shows how Greensboro stakeholders attempted to reaccentuate this rhetorical tradition in
their rhetorical performances to construct authority and bring about justice, even as the tradition
shaped their discourse in ways that limited the scope of their responses. Calling attention to the
rhetorical interdependence among practitioners of transitional justice, this study offers insights into
the development of transitional justice in the United States and in grassroots contexts in other
liberal democracies. The volume is a relevant guide to scholars and practitioners of transitional
justice as it brings into relief mechanisms of transitional justice that are frequently
overlooked—namely, rhetorical mechanisms. It also speaks to any readers who may be interested in
the communicative strategies/tactics that may be employed by grassroots transitional justice
initiatives.
  political interest groups list: Applying Linguistics in Health Research, Education, and Policy
Brett A. Diaz, Robert W. Schrauf, 2022-11-07 Researchers in applied linguistics have found medical
and health contexts to be fertile grounds for study, from macro-levels of conceptual analyses to
micro-levels of the turn-by-turn. The rich array of health contexts include medical research itself,
clinical encounters, medical education and training, caregivers and patients in everyday life – from
the formal and ritualized to the ad hoc and ephemeral. This volume foregrounds the crucial role of
applied linguists addressing real world problems, while simultaneously highlighting the varied ways
that health can be understood as a rich site of language inquiry in its own right. Chapters cover a
range of health topics including medical training, medical interaction, disability in education, health
policy analysis and recommendations, multidisciplinary research teams, and medical ethics. While
reporting and reflecting on their specific topics in clinical and health contexts, contributors also
articulate their own hybrid identities as professional collaborators in health research, education, and
policy.
  political interest groups list: Partisan Policy Networks Zachary Albert, 2025-08-26 How
elected officials, think tanks, and interest groups form partisan policy networks to advance their
agendas Partisan Policy Networks explores how policy research in the United States became deeply
intertwined with partisan politics in today’s polarized era. It challenges the notion that policy
research is an objective search for optimal solutions. Instead, political scientist Zachary Albert
argues that policy research is heavily influenced by partisan and ideological incentives. Central to
this argument is the concept of partisan policy networks, which consist of elected officials, think
tanks, and interest groups working together to achieve shared goals. These networks have strong
partisan ties and they work to advance shared agendas through collaborative efforts. The actors
within these networks help to collectively define a party’s agenda and advance it through policy
research and political advocacy. The policy research organizations, or PROs, within these networks
often produce research that supports shared partisan objectives rather than independent, objective
analyses. Many PROs provide elected officials with research and talking points that support partisan
goals, and these PROs effectively become trusted party allies. Some also push for policy change
through direct political advocacy, cementing their place within the network. Because partisan
officials rely on these subsidies to develop and pass policy, PROs that embed themselves within a
particular partisan network have greater influence over modern policymaking. Using case studies
and original data, the book traces the advent of partisan PROs and their ascendance in American
politics, documents the many ways in which partisan policy networks are created and sustained, and
shows how partisan PROs within these networks have privileged access to and influence over their



preferred party in Congress. These dynamics shape policy outcomes, undermine democratic
representation, and contribute to growing partisan polarization. Ultimately, Partisan Policy
Networks reveals the worrisome implications of these trends, including poorly designed policies and
reduced prospects for bipartisan cooperation, while pointing to potential reforms to address these
challenges.
  political interest groups list: Lobbying the European Union Paul A. Shotton, Paul G. Nixon,
2020-09-10 Unique in bringing together contributions from academics and practitioners on the
theme of strategic, intelligent modern lobbying this book provides a thorough and accessible
discussion on key ideas pertinent to the pursuance of public affairs in the European Union.
Combining innovative academic research with first-hand professional experience it offers the reader
a combination of practical recommendations, case studies and academic theory to add new insights
to interest group research and lobbying strategies. While focusing on the European Union the
contributors acknowledge the multi-level dimension of EU decision-making and incorporate research
on multi-level governance as well as lobbying by sub-national authorities. Through this they present
a fuller picture of a subject that should appeal to students, academics and practitioners alike.
  political interest groups list: Representative Democracy Michael L. Mezey, 2008-08-22
Although we tend to use the terms representative democracy and democracy as synonyms, Michael
Mezey maintains that they are not. Democracy means that the people govern; representative
democracy means that the people elect others to govern for them. This raises the question of the
extent to which representative government approximates democracy-a question that turns on the
relationship between representatives and those whom they represent. Mezey reviews the literature
on the meaning of representation and its relationship to issues of citizen control. In the empirical
sections that follow, he draws on data from the United States Congress and from legislatures outside
the United States to discuss the extent to which the composition of a legislature reflects the
demography of its nation. The author also examines a legislature's various political and economic
interests and the extent to which representatives are responsive to specific requests for assistance
from their constituents and to constituent opinions on public policy questions. He further looks at
the effect that interest groups, political parties, and election systems have on the relationship
between representatives and their constituents. Finally, Mezey addresses the criticisms that have
been leveled against representative institutions: that they are slow to act, inefficient and uninformed
when they do act, that they are too inclined to do what is popular rather than what is necessary and,
conversely, that their members are too removed from the opinions of their constituents and
therefore unfaithful to their democratic obligation to respond to the wishes of those whom they
represent. Rich in thoughtful analysis, Representative Democracy incorporates normative, empirical
and comparative perspectives on representation. It is perfectly suited for use in an upper-level
course on the legislative process or Congress.
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