
political ideologies and the democratic ideal
political ideologies and the democratic ideal represent a foundational theme in understanding
modern governance and societal organization. Political ideologies provide structured sets of beliefs
and values that guide political behavior and policy preferences, while the democratic ideal
emphasizes the principles of popular sovereignty, equality, and participation in political decision-
making. Exploring the relationship between various political ideologies and the democratic ideal
reveals how different perspectives interpret democracy and its goals. This article delves into major
political ideologies, their historical development, core principles, and their alignment or tension with
the democratic ideal. Additionally, it examines the challenges and opportunities that arise when
implementing democratic principles in diverse political systems. The following sections will provide a
comprehensive analysis of these topics to deepen understanding of political ideologies and the
democratic ideal.

Understanding Political Ideologies

The Core Principles of the Democratic Ideal

Major Political Ideologies and Their Relation to Democracy

Challenges to the Democratic Ideal in Contemporary Politics

The Future of Political Ideologies and Democracy

Understanding Political Ideologies
Political ideologies are coherent sets of beliefs and values that explain how society should be
organized and governed. They offer frameworks for understanding power, justice, rights, and the role
of the state. Ideologies provide individuals and groups with a lens to interpret political events and
guide their participation in political processes. Historically, political ideologies have evolved in
response to social, economic, and cultural changes, reflecting diverse perspectives on freedom,
equality, and authority.

Definition and Characteristics
At their core, political ideologies consist of normative ideas about what constitutes a just society and
the appropriate means to achieve it. They typically include:

A worldview or philosophy about human nature and society

Prescriptions for political institutions and processes

Guidelines for economic and social policies



Strategies for political action and change

These characteristics make ideologies essential for mobilizing support and structuring political debate
in democratic contexts.

Historical Development
The major political ideologies emerged prominently during the Enlightenment and the subsequent
political revolutions of the 18th and 19th centuries. Liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and
nationalism each arose as responses to changing social realities, such as industrialization and the rise
of the bourgeoisie. Understanding the historical context of these ideologies is crucial to
comprehending their contemporary relevance and impact on the democratic ideal.

The Core Principles of the Democratic Ideal
The democratic ideal embodies a set of principles that prioritize political equality, participation, and
accountability. It serves as a normative benchmark for assessing political systems and ideologies.
Democracy, at its essence, seeks to empower citizens to have a meaningful role in governing
themselves and ensuring that political authority reflects the will of the people.

Popular Sovereignty
Popular sovereignty is the foundational principle that political power originates from the people. It
rejects autocratic rule and emphasizes that legitimate governance must derive from the consent of
the governed. This concept underpins representative democracy, where elected officials act on behalf
of their constituents.

Political Equality and Rights
Democracy asserts that all individuals possess equal political rights, including the right to vote, run
for office, and express political opinions. These rights are essential to ensuring that the political
system is inclusive and responsive to diverse interests.

Participation and Deliberation
Active citizen participation is fundamental to the democratic ideal. Democracy encourages public
deliberation and debate as means to reach collective decisions. This participatory aspect helps
legitimize political outcomes and fosters social cohesion.



Major Political Ideologies and Their Relation to
Democracy
Political ideologies differ in how they interpret and prioritize elements of the democratic ideal. Some
ideologies embrace democracy fully, while others critique or challenge its premises. Understanding
these relationships is key to analyzing contemporary political dynamics.

Liberalism and Democracy
Liberalism is closely associated with the democratic ideal, emphasizing individual rights, rule of law,
and limited government. It advocates for free and fair elections, protection of civil liberties, and
economic freedom. Liberal democracy combines political pluralism with market economies, seeking to
balance majority rule with minority rights.

Conservatism and Democracy
Conservatism values tradition, social stability, and gradual change. While conservatives generally
support democratic institutions, they often stress the importance of preserving cultural norms and
social order. Some conservative thought critiques excessive populism or radical reforms that may
undermine established institutions.

Socialism and Democratic Ideals
Socialism emphasizes social equality and collective ownership or control of resources. Democratic
socialism advocates for extending democracy beyond politics to economic life, promoting worker
participation and social welfare. Some socialist ideologies critique liberal democracy for failing to
address economic inequalities effectively.

Other Ideologies and Democracy
Additional political ideologies, such as nationalism and anarchism, offer varied perspectives on
democracy. Nationalism can both support democratic self-determination and challenge it through
exclusionary practices. Anarchism criticizes hierarchical authority but often envisions decentralized,
direct forms of democratic governance.

Challenges to the Democratic Ideal in Contemporary
Politics
The democratic ideal faces numerous challenges in the modern world. These challenges stem from
both internal dynamics within democracies and external pressures from undemocratic ideologies and
regimes.



Populism and Democratic Backsliding
Populist movements often claim to represent “the people” against elites but may undermine
democratic checks and balances. Democratic backsliding occurs when elected leaders erode
institutional constraints, weaken judicial independence, or restrict media freedom.

Inequality and Political Participation
Economic and social inequalities can limit meaningful political participation, creating barriers to the
democratic ideal. Disparities in wealth, education, and access to information can skew political
influence and reduce accountability.

Globalization and Sovereignty
Global economic and political integration pose challenges to national democratic governance.
Supranational institutions and multinational corporations can dilute popular sovereignty and
complicate democratic accountability.

The Future of Political Ideologies and Democracy
The evolving landscape of political ideologies will continue to shape the development of democracy
worldwide. Innovations in technology, shifts in social values, and global challenges require
adaptations to democratic theory and practice.

Emerging Ideologies and Democratic Innovation
New political ideologies addressing environmental concerns, digital rights, and social justice are
influencing democratic discourse. These ideologies advocate for more inclusive, participatory, and
sustainable democratic models.

Strengthening Democratic Institutions
Efforts to reinforce democratic institutions focus on enhancing transparency, combating corruption,
and promoting civic education. Strengthening the foundations of democracy is essential for
addressing contemporary challenges and sustaining the democratic ideal.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main political ideologies that influence the



democratic ideal?
The main political ideologies influencing the democratic ideal include liberalism, conservatism,
socialism, and social democracy. Each ideology offers different perspectives on individual rights, the
role of government, economic policies, and social justice within a democracy.

How does liberalism support the democratic ideal?
Liberalism supports the democratic ideal by emphasizing individual freedoms, equality before the law,
and the protection of civil liberties. It advocates for representative government, rule of law, and free
elections as essential components of democracy.

In what ways do socialist ideologies challenge or complement
democratic principles?
Socialist ideologies often challenge traditional capitalist structures by advocating for economic
equality and social welfare. They complement democratic principles by promoting political
participation and social justice, but debates exist over the balance between state control and
individual freedoms.

What role does political pluralism play in sustaining the
democratic ideal?
Political pluralism is crucial for sustaining democracy as it encourages the coexistence of diverse
political opinions and parties. It ensures that power is not monopolized, fosters healthy debate, and
promotes compromise, all of which are essential for a vibrant democratic society.

How do conservative ideologies interpret the democratic
ideal?
Conservative ideologies tend to emphasize tradition, social stability, and gradual change within
democracy. They support democratic institutions but often advocate for preserving cultural values
and institutions that they believe underpin social order and cohesion.

What challenges do modern democracies face in upholding
the democratic ideal?
Modern democracies face challenges such as political polarization, misinformation, voter apathy, and
threats to the rule of law. These issues can undermine democratic processes, weaken institutions, and
erode public trust in democratic governance.

How does the concept of the democratic ideal influence global
governance and international relations?
The democratic ideal influences global governance by promoting principles like human rights,
accountability, and popular sovereignty in international relations. It encourages cooperation among
nations based on mutual respect and shared democratic values, while also shaping foreign policy and



international institutions.

Additional Resources
1. Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville
This classic work explores the strengths and weaknesses of American democracy in the early 19th
century. Tocqueville analyzes how democratic values influence social structures and political
institutions. His observations remain foundational for understanding the democratic ideal and its
challenges.

2. The Road to Serfdom by Friedrich Hayek
Hayek argues that government control over economic decisions can lead to totalitarianism and the
erosion of individual freedoms. The book is a powerful critique of socialism and central planning,
emphasizing the importance of free markets within a democratic society. It is influential in debates on
liberal democracy and economic policy.

3. The Origins of Totalitarianism by Hannah Arendt
Arendt examines the rise of totalitarian regimes in the 20th century, focusing on Nazism and
Stalinism. She explores how ideologies can undermine democratic institutions and lead to oppression.
The book highlights the fragility of democracy in the face of extremist political movements.

4. On Liberty by John Stuart Mill
This seminal essay defends individual freedom against the tyranny of the majority in democratic
societies. Mill advocates for free speech, personal autonomy, and limited government intervention.
His ideas remain central to liberal democratic theory and debates about civil liberties.

5. The Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
A foundational text for understanding communist ideology, this pamphlet critiques capitalism and
advocates for a classless society. It challenges existing democratic frameworks by proposing
revolutionary changes to political and economic systems. The manifesto has profoundly influenced
political ideologies worldwide.

6. The Spirit of Democracy: The Struggle to Build Free Societies Throughout the World by Larry
Diamond
Diamond provides a comprehensive analysis of the global spread of democracy and the obstacles it
faces. He discusses the political, social, and economic factors that support or undermine democratic
governance. The book offers insight into the democratic ideal's practical applications and ongoing
challenges.

7. Political Ideologies: An Introduction by Andrew Heywood
This textbook offers a clear and accessible overview of major political ideologies, including liberalism,
conservatism, socialism, and nationalism. Heywood explains how these ideologies shape democratic
institutions and political behavior. It is widely used in academic settings to understand the ideological
foundations of democracy.

8. The Democracy Project: A History, a Crisis, a Movement by David Graeber
Graeber explores contemporary challenges to democracy through the lens of social movements and
political activism. He critiques traditional political structures and advocates for more participatory
forms of democracy. The book connects political ideology with grassroots efforts to realize democratic
ideals.



9. Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy by Joseph Schumpeter
Schumpeter analyzes the dynamic relationship between capitalism and democracy, introducing the
concept of "creative destruction." He discusses how democratic societies adapt to economic changes
and ideological shifts. The book offers a nuanced perspective on sustaining democracy amid
economic transformation.
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Terence Ball, Richard Dagger, Daniel I. O'Neill, 2019-07-15 Political Ideologies and the Democratic
Ideal analyzes political ideologies to help readers understand individual ideologies, and the concept
of ideology, from a political science perspective. This best-selling title promotes open-mindedness
and develops critical thinking skills. It covers a wide variety of political ideologies from the
traditional liberalism and conservatism to recent developments in liberation politics, the emergence
of the Alt-Right, and environmental politics. NEW TO THIS EDITION Focus on the recent rise of
populism and an illiberal democracy and how this poses a real challenge to the pillars of Western
Liberal democracy; A look at early Conservatives and the idea of natural aristocracy with focus on
the thoughts of Edmund Burke; A new discussion on whether Donald Trump is really a conservative,
and if so, to what extent this is true; An expanded look at Stalinism and the apparent rebirth of Mao
Zedong thought in China through Xi Jinping thought; A more in-depth look at the rise of Hitler and
the Nazi Party and how myth was crucial to legitimizing both the man and the party; New section on
the history of American Fascism, from its origins to the recent emergence of the Alt-Right;
Expansion of the discussion around the recent protest movements Black Lives Matter, and #MeToo,
along with the repercussions of these movements; Discussion on the obstacles facing transgender
people implemented in recent years, including the bathroom laws and the ban from US military
service; Account of how Donald Trump has galvanized the environmental movement like never
before, through his ardent anti-environment policies and appointments; In-depth look at how the
effects of climate change are increasingly turning people into environmental migrants and how the
presence of these people has fueled far-right movements across Europe and the US; Additional
photos throughout; An updated, author-written Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal
Terence Ball, Richard Dagger, Daniel I. O’Neill, 2016-08-31 Political Ideologies and the Democratic
Ideal analyzes and compares political ideologies to help readers understand individual ideologies,
and the concept of ideology, from a political science perspective. This best-selling title promotes
open-mindedness and develops critical thinking skills. It covers a wide variety of political ideologies
from the traditional liberalism and conservatism to recent developments in identity politics, green
politics, and radical Islamism. NEW TO THIS EDITION An expanded account of the right to vote and
the U.S. Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision. A new section on fusionist conservatism that
attempts to ally different kinds of conservatives. A discussion of Putin’s post-Soviet expansion of
Russia’s territory and influence, the apparent rebirth of Mao Zedong thought in China, and the
ideology of Juche in North Korea. Coverage of democratic socialism in the context of Bernie Sanders’
presidential campaign. Updates on fascism past and present. A more in-depth account of the origins
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of black liberation and a discussion of the new Black Lives Matter movement. New directions in
feminist theory and the impact of the Supreme Court’s decision on same-sex marriage. An account of
Pope Francis’s 2015 encyclical on the environment and humans’ duty to protect it. An expanded
discussion of radical Islamism, especially with regard to the varieties of Islamism, the rise of the
Islamic State (ISIS), and the effects of recent terrorist attacks on national and international politics.
Discussion questions added to the end of each chapter. Additional graphs and photos throughout. An
updated, author-written Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal
Terence Ball, Richard Dagger, 2011 Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal is a comprehensive
look at the 21st century’s major political ideologies, their origins, and their development. Using an
analytical framework that promotes systematic comparison of political ideologies, this text helps
students understand ideologies like a political scientist and learn that ideas have real consequences.
Used on its own or with a companion reader like Ideals and Ideologies, Political Ideologies and the
Democratic Ideal focuses students on critical rather than dogmatic thinking and on becoming
open-minded thinkers better able to defend their political beliefs.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal
Martin Ball, 1999-07
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Political Ideologies and the Democratic
Ideal Terence Ball, Richard Dagger, Daniel I. O’Neill, 2016-08-31 Political Ideologies and the
Democratic Ideal analyzes and compares political ideologies to help readers understand individual
ideologies, and the concept of ideology, from a political science perspective. This best-selling title
promotes open-mindedness and develops critical thinking skills. It covers a wide variety of political
ideologies from the traditional liberalism and conservatism to recent developments in identity
politics, green politics, and radical Islamism. NEW TO THIS EDITION An expanded account of the
right to vote and the U.S. Supreme Court’s Citizens United decision. A new section on fusionist
conservatism that attempts to ally different kinds of conservatives. A discussion of Putin’s
post-Soviet expansion of Russia’s territory and influence, the apparent rebirth of Mao Zedong
thought in China, and the ideology of Juche in North Korea. Coverage of democratic socialism in the
context of Bernie Sanders’ presidential campaign. Updates on fascism past and present. A more
in-depth account of the origins of black liberation and a discussion of the new Black Lives Matter
movement. New directions in feminist theory and the impact of the Supreme Court’s decision on
same-sex marriage. An account of Pope Francis’s 2015 encyclical on the environment and humans’
duty to protect it. An expanded discussion of radical Islamism, especially with regard to the varieties
of Islamism, the rise of the Islamic State (ISIS), and the effects of recent terrorist attacks on national
and international politics. Discussion questions added to the end of each chapter. Additional graphs
and photos throughout. An updated, author-written Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal
Terence Ball, Richard Dagger, 1999 This is a survey of the major ideologies which have shaped the
political landscape, including coverage of traditional ideologies such as liberalism, conservatism and
socialism, and emerging ideologies such as environmentalism, aboriginal rights, gay rights and
neo-nazism. New to this edition is a section on neo-nazism which includes coverage of the Turner
Diaries, a discussion of native people's rights and an updated section on the developments within
political ideologies, including the rise of strident nationalism and the apparent revival of fascism.
The aim of the book is to provide a consistent framework for comparing, contrasting and analyzing
various ideologies.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal
Value Package (Includes Ideals and Ideologies: A Reader) Professor of Political Science Terence Ball,
Terence Ball, Professor of Political Science Richard Dagger, Richard Dagger, 2008-03 MySearchLab
provides students with a complete understanding of the research process so they can complete
research projects confidently and efficiently. Students and instructors with an internet connection
can visit www.MySearchLab.com and receive immediate access to thousands of full articles from the



EBSCO ContentSelect database. In addition, MySearchLab offers extensive content on the research
process itself-including tips on how to navigate and maximize time in the campus library, a
step-by-step guide on writing a research paper, and instructions on how to finish an academic
assignment with endnotes and bibliography.- The extensively revised new edition of this bestselling
text continues to provide an accessible overview of the major political ideologies, their origins, and
their development. In addition to examining the major isms - liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and
fascism - the book offers readers the history, structure, supporting arguments, and internal
complexities of these and recently emerging ideologies. The text utilizes a fourfold framework - a
definition of ideology in terms of the four functions ideologies perform - within which to compare,
contrast, and analyze the various ideologies. In addition, the book also shows how each ideology
interprets democracy (which the authors characterize as an ideal rather than an ideology) and
freedom. In examining the latter notion, the authors analyze each ideology's view of freedom in
terms of agent, obstacle, and goal.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Political Ideologies and the Democratic
Ideal + Ideals and Ideologies Professor of Political Science Terence Ball, Terence Ball, Professor
of Political Science Richard Dagger, Richard Dagger, 2008-06 MySearchLab provides students with
a complete understanding of the research process so they can complete research projects
confidently and efficiently. Students and instructors with an internet connection can visit
www.MySearchLab.com and receive immediate access to thousands of full articles from the EBSCO
ContentSelect database. In addition, MySearchLab offers extensive content on the research process
itself-including tips on how to navigate and maximize time in the campus library, a step-by-step
guide on writing a research paper, and instructions on how to finish an academic assignment with
endnotes and bibliography.- The extensively revised new edition of this bestselling text continues to
provide an accessible overview of the major political ideologies, their origins, and their development.
In addition to examining the major isms - liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and fascism - the book
offers readers the history, structure, supporting arguments, and internal complexities of these and
recently emerging ideologies. The text utilizes a fourfold framework - a definition of ideology in
terms of the four functions ideologies perform - within which to compare, contrast, and analyze the
various ideologies. In addition, the book also shows how each ideology interprets democracy (which
the authors characterize as an ideal rather than an ideology) and freedom. In examining the latter
notion, the authors analyze each ideology's view of freedom in terms of agent, obstacle, and goal.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal
+ Ideals and Ideologies Terence Ball, Professor of Political Science Terence Ball, Professor of
Political Science Richard Dagger, Richard Dagger, 2010-11-21 This package contains the following
components: -0205779964: Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal -0205779972: Ideals and
Ideologies: A Reader
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Political Ideologies and the Democratic
Ideal, Second Canadian Edition Terence Ball, Richard Dagger, William Christian, Colin Campbell,
2009-03-02 Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal provides the reader with a sense of the
history, structure, supporting arguments, and internal complexities of the major modern
isms–liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and fascism–and other recently emerging ideologies, such
as environmentalism.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal
& Choices: And American Government Reader Pearson, 2006-01-01
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Hegel and History Will Dudley, 2010-07-02
Nearly two centuries after declaring the end of history, Hegel remains a rich source of insights into
our historical nature. The essays collected here interpret and develop those insights, while also
challenging Hegel's philosophical approach to comprehend present and future phenomena that he
could neither experience nor imagine. They represent the very best in contemporary scholarship on
Hegel and history, and collectively they address all of the important and disputed topics in the field:
Hegel's claim that history has an end, whether his philosophy of history is Eurocentric or racist, how



elements of what he terms subjective spirit and objective spirit contribute to historical development,
and the relationship between religion and his philosophy of history.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal
Terence Ball, Richard Dagger, William Christian, Colin Campbell, 2012-10-01 Political Ideologies
and the Democratic Ideal aims first to supply an informed and accessible overview of the major
ideologies that shaped the political landscape of the twentieth century and now begin to give shape
to that of the twenty-first; and, second, to show how these ideologies originated and how and why
they have changed over time. The text provides the reader with a sense of the history, structure,
supporting arguments, and internal complexities of the major modern isms-liberalism, conservatism,
socialism, and fascism-and other recently emerging ideologies, such as environmentalism. The Third
Canadian Edition has improved pedagogical features such as learning objectives and social media
references to make the text more accessible and engaging. It has also been updated to reflect new
research and recent global changes.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: The Dynamics of Social Welfare Policy Joel
Blau, Mimi Abramovitz, 2010 This third edition deploys its distinctive model of how policies develop
to include an analysis of the social policy initiatives of the Obama administration. With more
graphics, updated charts, and sidebars to highlight main points, this book explains the evolution of
US social policy.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Political Ideology Today Ian Adams, 2001
Examines the tenets of liberalism, socialism, conservatism, Marxism, anarchism, and fascism.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Politics in Popular Movies John S. Nelson,
2015-10-23 Popular movies can be surprisingly smart about politics - from the portentous politics of
state or war, to the grassroots, everyday politics of family, romance, business, church and school.
Politics in Popular Movies analyses the politics in many well-known films across four popular genres:
horror, war, thriller and science fiction. The book's aims are to appreciate specific movies and their
shared forms, to understand their political engagements and to provoke some insightful
conversations. The means are loosely related 'film takes' that venture ambitious, playful and
engaging arguments on political styles encouraged by recent films. Politics in Popular Movies shows
how conspiracy films expose oppressive systems; it explores how various thrillers prefigured
American experiences of 9/11 and shaped aspects of the War on Terror; how some horror films
embrace new media, while others use ultra-violence to spur political action; it argues that a popular
genre is emerging to examine non-linear politics of globalisation, terrorism and more. Finally it
analyses the ways in which sci-fi movies reflect populist politics from the Occupy and Tea Party
movements, rethink the political foundations of current societies and even remake our cultural
images of the future.
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Studyguide for Political Ideologies and
Democratic Ideal by Ball, Terence Cram101 Textbook Reviews, 2013-05 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book
Again Virtually all testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and events are included. Cram101
Textbook Outlines gives all of the outlines, highlights, notes for your textbook with optional online
practice tests. Only Cram101 Outlines are Textbook Specific. Cram101 is NOT the Textbook.
Accompanys: 9780521673761
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Ideals and Ideologies + Political
Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal + Mypoliscikit Terence Ball, Professor of Political Science
Terence Ball, Professor of Political Science Richard Dagger, Richard Dagger, 2010-03-19 This
package contains the following components: -0205673058: MyPoliSciKit -0205779972: Ideals and
Ideologies: A Reader -0205779964: Political Ideologies and the Democratic Ideal
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Ideological Fixation Azar Gat, 2022 After
theorists around 1960 proclaimed the 'death of ideology', ideological divides and clashes have
reemerged with renewed intensity throughout the world, including in the liberal democracies. In the
United States they have become particularly venomous. The other side is widely viewed as
malicious, irrational or downright stupid, and, often, as barely legitimate. The zeal of the opposing



sides is often scarcely less than that which characterized the religious ideologies of old. Indeed,
historical religious ideologies have largely been replaced by 'secular religions' or 'religion
substitutes'. The book is not another survey of past and present ideologies. It is an attempt to
understand the cognitive, emotional and social roots of ideology and ideological fixation. It combines
insights from evolutionary psychology regarding the nature of some of our deepest proclivities with
a broad sweep through history. .
  political ideologies and the democratic ideal: Historical Dictionary of Socialism James C.
Docherty, Peter Lamb, 2006-10-02 Primarily concerned with the historical roots and contemporary
condition of socialism, the second edition of the Historical Dictionary of Socialism offers information
on writers, activists, ideas, political parties, institutions, and movements that sought_and in many
cases are still seeking_to change the social and political order. It reflects the diversity in the broad
movement of the left, the many variants of which include reformist social democracy, revolutionary
Marxism, the New Left, and contemporary anti-capitalism. Taking up where the first edition left off,
this thoroughly revised dictionary shows how socialism has been reacting, reforming and also
expanding. This is done through a chronology, a list of acronyms and abbreviations, an introductory
essay, a bibliography, and a cross-referenced dictionary section with 114 new entries, some on the
current leadership, others on the many new parties of Central and Eastern Europe and the Third
World, and yet others on the reaction to globalization. This book will provide a mine of information
for teachers and students of political ideologies, comparative politics, political sociology, labor
history, and political theory.
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