
polish genealogical society of america

polish genealogical society of america is a premier organization dedicated to preserving and
promoting Polish heritage through genealogical research. Established to assist individuals tracing
their Polish ancestry, the society provides valuable resources, educational programs, and community
support. With a rich history and a commitment to accuracy, the Polish Genealogical Society of
America (PGSA) serves as a vital hub for genealogists, historians, and anyone interested in Polish
genealogy. This article explores the society’s origins, mission, resources, membership benefits, and
its role in the broader genealogical community. It also delves into how the PGSA supports
researchers in navigating Polish records and archives, ensuring that Polish heritage is accessible to
future generations. The following sections will guide readers through an in-depth understanding of
the society’s contributions and offerings.
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History and Mission of the Polish Genealogical Society
of America

The Polish Genealogical Society of America was founded with the purpose of supporting individuals
interested in researching their Polish roots. Since its inception, the society has focused on
preserving Polish genealogical records and promoting methodologies tailored to Polish ancestry
research. The mission centers on providing accurate information, fostering a collaborative
community, and ensuring that Polish genealogical resources remain accessible and well-maintained.

Founding and Development

Established in the late 20th century by a group of dedicated genealogists and enthusiasts, the
society quickly grew to become the leading organization for Polish genealogy in the United States.
Its growth was fueled by the increasing interest in ethnic heritage and the need for specialized
knowledge in Polish genealogical research, which often involves navigating complex historical
records and language barriers.



Core Objectives

The primary objectives of the Polish Genealogical Society of America include:

Preserving Polish historical and genealogical records.

Providing educational resources and training for genealogists.

Facilitating access to Polish archives and databases.

Encouraging collaboration among researchers worldwide.

Promoting the understanding of Polish culture and history through genealogy.

Membership and Community Engagement

Membership in the Polish Genealogical Society of America offers individuals access to a vibrant
community of researchers and experts dedicated to Polish genealogy. The society welcomes people
of all experience levels, from beginners to professional genealogists, fostering an inclusive
environment for learning and networking.

Benefits of Membership

Members of the PGSA receive numerous benefits that enhance their genealogical research efforts.
These include access to exclusive databases, participation in educational webinars, and
subscriptions to society publications. Additionally, members can attend annual conferences and
regional meetings, providing opportunities to connect with other genealogists and share knowledge.

Community Activities

The Polish Genealogical Society of America organizes various activities to engage its members and
the wider community. These include:

Workshops and seminars focused on Polish genealogy techniques.

Online forums and discussion groups for peer support.

Local chapter meetings that provide personalized assistance.



Participation in cultural events celebrating Polish heritage.

Volunteer opportunities to support society projects and initiatives.

Research Resources and Tools

One of the most valuable aspects of the Polish Genealogical Society of America is its extensive
collection of research resources tailored specifically to Polish ancestry. These tools help genealogists
overcome common challenges such as language barriers, changing geographical boundaries, and
varying record-keeping practices over the centuries.

Access to Polish Records

The society facilitates access to a wide range of Polish records, including civil registration
documents, church books, census data, and immigration records. Through partnerships with
archives in Poland and digitization projects, PGSA members can explore records that are otherwise
difficult to obtain.

Genealogical Databases and Software

The PGSA provides members with access to curated genealogical databases that focus on Polish
names, locations, and historical events. Additionally, the society recommends and supports
genealogical software tools optimized for Polish research, enabling users to organize and analyze
their family history effectively.

Research Guides and Methodologies

Understanding Polish genealogical research requires specialized knowledge. The society offers
comprehensive research guides and methodological advice to help researchers interpret Polish
documents, understand historical contexts, and navigate linguistic complexities such as Polish
surnames and naming conventions.

Educational Programs and Publications

Education is a cornerstone of the Polish Genealogical Society of America’s mission. Through a
variety of programs and publications, the society disseminates expert knowledge and keeps
members informed of the latest developments in Polish genealogy.



Workshops and Webinars

The PGSA regularly hosts workshops and webinars led by experts in Polish genealogy. These
sessions cover topics such as paleography, archival research, DNA testing, and translating Polish
records. The educational programs cater to different skill levels and enable participants to expand
their research capabilities.

Publications and Newsletters

The society publishes a quarterly journal featuring research articles, case studies, and news relevant
to Polish genealogical research. Members also receive newsletters that provide updates on society
activities, upcoming events, and new resource releases. These publications serve as valuable tools
for staying current in the field.

Collaboration and Partnerships

The Polish Genealogical Society of America actively collaborates with other genealogical
organizations, archives, and cultural institutions to enhance its offerings and broaden its reach.
These partnerships contribute to the society’s ability to provide comprehensive resources and
support to its members.

National and International Affiliations

PGSA maintains relationships with genealogical societies across the United States and Poland,
fostering an international exchange of information and expertise. These affiliations enable joint
projects, shared databases, and coordinated events that benefit researchers globally.

Archival Cooperation

The society works closely with Polish archives to facilitate access to historical records and support
digitization efforts. This cooperation is essential for preserving fragile documents and making them
available to genealogists worldwide, thereby advancing the study of Polish ancestry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Polish Genealogical Society of America (PGSA)?
The Polish Genealogical Society of America (PGSA) is a non-profit organization dedicated to helping



individuals trace their Polish ancestry through genealogical research, education, and publication of
resources.

When was the Polish Genealogical Society of America
founded?
The Polish Genealogical Society of America was founded in 1977 to promote the study of Polish
genealogy and assist people in researching their Polish roots.

What resources does the PGSA offer for Polish genealogical
research?
PGSA offers a variety of resources including access to databases, publications like The Polish
Genealogical Society of America Journal, educational seminars, and a community network for
sharing genealogical information.

How can I become a member of the Polish Genealogical
Society of America?
You can become a member by visiting the PGSA website and signing up online. Membership benefits
include access to exclusive resources, newsletters, and discounts on events and publications.

Does the PGSA provide assistance with translating Polish
genealogical records?
Yes, the PGSA often provides guidance and resources for translating Polish genealogical records,
including workshops and expert help to understand historical documents written in Polish, Latin, or
Russian.

Are there local chapters of the Polish Genealogical Society of
America?
Yes, the PGSA has several local chapters throughout the United States that offer meetings,
workshops, and support groups for individuals researching Polish ancestry in specific regions.

Additional Resources
1. Tracing Your Polish Roots: A Guide for Genealogists
This comprehensive guide offers step-by-step instructions for researching Polish ancestry. It covers
important historical contexts, common record types, and strategies for navigating language barriers.
Ideal for both beginners and experienced genealogists, the book includes tips on accessing archives
and using Polish genealogical society resources effectively.

2. Polish Genealogy: Sources and Resources
This book provides an in-depth overview of the primary sources available for Polish genealogy
research. Readers will learn about parish registers, civil records, and emigration documents. The



author also highlights the role of organizations like the Polish Genealogical Society of America in
preserving and providing access to these records.

3. Discovering Your Polish Ancestry: A Practical Handbook
A practical manual designed to help genealogists uncover their Polish heritage, this book
emphasizes methods for overcoming common research obstacles. It includes advice on interpreting
Polish names, understanding regional history, and utilizing society archives. The handbook also
features case studies illustrating successful research techniques.

4. Polish-American Genealogy: A Research Guide
Focused on the Polish immigrant experience in America, this book explores immigration records,
naturalization documents, and community histories. It explains how the Polish Genealogical Society
of America supports researchers through workshops, publications, and online databases. The volume
also discusses cultural preservation within Polish-American communities.

5. Archives and Records of Poland: A Genealogist’s Reference
This reference work details the major archives and repositories holding Polish historical records. It
guides genealogists in identifying and accessing vital records, census data, and land registries. The
book also notes collaborations between the Polish Genealogical Society of America and Polish
institutions to digitize and share records.

6. Language Tools for Polish Genealogy
Understanding Polish language and script is crucial for genealogical research, and this book aims to
equip readers with the necessary skills. It covers Polish terminology commonly found in vital records
and offers translation tips. The Polish Genealogical Society of America’s language resources and
workshops are highlighted as valuable aids.

7. Polish Parish Records: Unlocking Family Histories
This book focuses specifically on the wealth of information contained in Polish parish registers. It
explains how to locate and interpret baptismal, marriage, and burial records. The author discusses
the historical significance of these documents and how genealogical societies assist in preserving
and accessing them.

8. Genealogical Societies and Polish Heritage Preservation
Examining the role of genealogical societies, this book showcases how organizations like the Polish
Genealogical Society of America contribute to heritage preservation. It details their efforts in
education, record collection, and community engagement. The book serves as a resource for those
interested in joining or collaborating with such societies.

9. Polish Genealogy Online: Navigating Digital Resources
With the rise of digital archives, this guide helps genealogists leverage online tools for Polish
research. It reviews websites, databases, and social media groups related to Polish genealogy. The
Polish Genealogical Society of America’s digital initiatives and online forums are featured as key
resources for connecting with other researchers.
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