
political model decision making

political model decision making represents a critical framework within the
study of political science and organizational behavior, focusing on how
decisions are made in complex political environments. This approach
emphasizes the influence of various actors, power dynamics, and competing
interests in shaping policy outcomes and governance structures. Understanding
political model decision making is essential for comprehending the nuances
behind governmental actions, institutional negotiations, and public
administration. This article explores the foundations, theoretical
frameworks, key actors, and practical applications of political decision-
making models. It also examines the challenges and implications of employing
these models in real-world political scenarios, providing a comprehensive
overview of the subject.
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Understanding the Political Model of Decision
Making

The political model decision making perspective views decisions as outcomes
of negotiation, bargaining, and power struggles among various stakeholders
within an organization or political system. Unlike classical decision-making
models that assume rationality and consensus, the political approach
acknowledges conflict, ambiguity, and competing interests as inherent
elements. This model is particularly relevant in public administration and
government institutions, where multiple actors with divergent goals must
collaborate to achieve workable solutions.

Definition and Core Principles

Political model decision making is defined by its focus on pluralism,
competition, and coalition building. Decisions emerge from the interplay of
different interest groups, each seeking to advance their agendas. The process
is characterized by:

Power distribution among actors

Negotiation and compromise

Conflict resolution through strategic alliances



Ambiguity in goals and information

Its core principle asserts that decision outcomes are rarely the product of a
single actor's rational calculation but rather the result of a political
process involving persuasion and influence.

Comparison with Other Decision-Making Models

Unlike the rational model, which assumes clear objectives and complete
information, the political model assumes uncertainty and divergent interests.
Similarly, the incremental model focuses on small adjustments rather than
conflict-driven negotiation, while the garbage can model highlights
randomness and chaos. The political model uniquely emphasizes power dynamics
and the role of stakeholders in shaping decisions.

Theoretical Frameworks of Political Decision
Making

Several theoretical perspectives underpin the political model decision making
approach, providing analytical tools to understand the complexities involved
in political decision processes. These frameworks explore how power,
interests, and institutional arrangements influence outcomes.

Pluralism Theory

Pluralism theory posits that society is composed of multiple interest groups
competing for influence over public policy. Decision making within this
framework is seen as a balancing act where no single group dominates,
ensuring that policies reflect a compromise among diverse interests. This
theory highlights the competitive nature of political environments and
supports the political model’s focus on negotiation.

Elite Theory

Elite theory contrasts with pluralism by arguing that a small, cohesive elite
controls political decisions. According to this view, political model
decision making is dominated by powerful actors who shape policies to serve
their interests, often limiting broader participation. This framework helps
explain decision-making scenarios where power is centralized.

Game Theory

Game theory provides a mathematical and strategic lens to analyze political
interactions. It models decision making as a series of moves among rational
actors, each anticipating others’ strategies to maximize their own benefits.
This theory is instrumental in understanding coalition formation, bargaining,
and conflict resolution within the political model.



Key Actors in Political Decision Making

The political model decision making process involves various actors whose
roles and influence shape the trajectory of decisions. Identifying these
participants is crucial for analyzing political dynamics.

Government Officials and Politicians

Government officials and elected politicians are primary actors in political
decision making. They represent constituencies, set agendas, and wield formal
authority to enact policies. Their interests often reflect political
ideologies, party platforms, and electoral considerations.

Interest Groups and Lobbyists

Interest groups and lobbyists act as intermediaries that advocate for
specific causes or sectors. They influence decision making by providing
information, mobilizing public opinion, and engaging in direct negotiations
with policymakers. Their power varies depending on resources, access, and
public support.

Bureaucracy and Administrative Agencies

Bureaucratic institutions implement policies and possess specialized
knowledge that can shape decisions behind the scenes. Bureaucrats often
participate in agenda-setting and provide technical expertise, thus playing a
critical role in the political model’s negotiation processes.

Public and Media

The public and media serve as external forces that can pressure decision
makers through opinion formation and scrutiny. Media coverage can amplify or
undermine political agendas, while public opinion can legitimize or challenge
policy choices, influencing the dynamics of political negotiation.

Processes and Mechanisms in Political Decision
Making

Political model decision making unfolds through complex processes involving
negotiation, bargaining, and coalition-building. Understanding these
mechanisms clarifies how decisions emerge from political systems.

Negotiation and Bargaining

Negotiation is central to political decision making, where actors engage in
discussions to reconcile conflicting interests. Bargaining involves trade-
offs and compromises to reach mutually acceptable outcomes. These processes
are iterative and often require strategic concessions.



Coalition Formation

Coalitions are alliances formed among actors who share common goals or
interests. By pooling resources and influence, coalitions enhance bargaining
power in political decision making. These partnerships can be temporary or
long-term, depending on the political context.

Conflict Resolution Techniques

Given inherent conflicts in political environments, various techniques are
employed to resolve disputes. These include mediation, arbitration, and
consensus-building methods that aim to reduce tensions and facilitate
agreement among stakeholders.

Challenges in Political Model Decision Making

While the political model offers valuable insights, it also presents several
challenges that can complicate decision making in practice.

Power Imbalances

Significant disparities in power among actors can skew decision outcomes,
marginalizing less influential groups and undermining fairness. Power
imbalances may lead to decisions that favor elites or dominant interest
groups rather than the broader public interest.

Information Asymmetry

Unequal access to information can hinder transparent and informed decision
making. Actors with privileged information may manipulate negotiations to
their advantage, complicating the political process and potentially leading
to suboptimal policies.

Ambiguity and Uncertainty

Political decision making often occurs under conditions of ambiguity, where
goals, preferences, and consequences are unclear. This uncertainty can result
in delayed decisions, policy gridlock, or reactive rather than proactive
governance.

Fragmentation and Complexity

Multiple actors with conflicting agendas and complex institutional structures
can fragment the decision-making process. This complexity makes it difficult
to achieve consensus and can lead to stalemates or inefficient outcomes.



Practical Applications and Case Studies

The political model decision making framework is applied across various
contexts, from local governance to international relations, providing
practical insights into policy formulation and institutional behavior.

Public Policy Development

In public policy, the political model explains how diverse interest groups
and political actors influence legislative processes. Policies often emerge
through negotiations that balance competing demands and reflect the power
dynamics within political institutions.

Organizational Decision Making

Within organizations, especially governmental agencies, political model
decision making accounts for internal power struggles, departmental
interests, and coalition-building efforts that affect strategic choices and
resource allocation.

International Diplomacy

International relations frequently involve political decision making as
states negotiate treaties, alliances, and conflicts. The model helps analyze
how national interests, diplomatic bargaining, and power relations shape
global outcomes.

Examples of Political Model Decision Making in Action

Legislative compromises on healthcare reform

Negotiations within coalition governments

Lobbying efforts influencing environmental regulations

International trade agreement negotiations

Frequently Asked Questions

What is political model decision making?

Political model decision making is a framework that views organizational
decisions as outcomes of bargaining, negotiation, and power struggles among
different interest groups and stakeholders within an organization.



How does the political model differ from the rational
decision-making model?

Unlike the rational decision-making model which assumes a logical and
objective process, the political model acknowledges that decisions result
from competing interests, conflicts, and power dynamics among stakeholders.

What are the key characteristics of the political
model in decision making?

Key characteristics include multiple stakeholders with differing interests,
conflict and competition for resources, bargaining and coalition-building,
and decisions reflecting power balances rather than purely objective
criteria.

In which situations is the political model of
decision making most applicable?

The political model is most applicable in complex organizations or
environments where multiple stakeholders have conflicting interests, such as
in government, large corporations, or nonprofit boards.

What role does power play in the political model
decision making?

Power is central in the political model, as decision outcomes are heavily
influenced by the ability of individuals or groups to mobilize support,
negotiate, and assert their interests over others.

How can managers effectively navigate political
decision making?

Managers can navigate political decision making by building alliances,
understanding stakeholder interests, engaging in effective negotiation, and
leveraging influence to achieve desired outcomes.

What are the limitations of the political model in
decision making?

Limitations include potential for conflict and gridlock, decisions driven by
power rather than merit, and the possibility of overlooking objective data or
long-term organizational goals in favor of short-term political gains.

Additional Resources
1. Models of Political Decision Making
This book delves into the various theoretical frameworks used to understand
how political decisions are made. It covers rational choice theory, game
theory, and behavioral approaches, providing a comprehensive overview of
models that explain political behavior. The text also includes case studies
that illustrate the application of these models in real-world scenarios.



2. Game Theory and Political Strategy
Focusing on the intersection of game theory and politics, this book explores
how strategic interactions shape political outcomes. It presents key concepts
such as Nash equilibrium and bargaining theory, highlighting their relevance
in electoral politics, legislative bargaining, and international relations.
Readers gain insight into the predictive power of game-theoretic models in
political decision-making.

3. Rational Choice and Politics
This volume examines the rational choice approach as a dominant paradigm in
political science. It discusses how individuals and groups make decisions
based on preferences, constraints, and available information. The book also
critiques the limitations of rational choice models, suggesting ways to
refine them for better explanatory power.

4. Political Decision Making: Models and Applications
Offering a practical perspective, this book presents various decision-making
models used by policymakers and political analysts. It includes discussions
on decision trees, cost-benefit analysis, and simulation techniques. The text
emphasizes the application of these methods in policy formulation and crisis
management.

5. Behavioral Models in Political Science
This book explores how psychological factors influence political decision-
making beyond purely rational calculations. It integrates insights from
cognitive psychology, social psychology, and behavioral economics to explain
voting behavior, leadership decisions, and public opinion formation. The
approach provides a richer understanding of political dynamics.

6. Networks and Political Decision Making
Examining the role of social and institutional networks, this book
investigates how relationships and connectivity affect political choices. It
covers network theory, influence patterns, and information flow within
political organizations. The analysis helps explain coalition building,
lobbying, and the spread of political ideas.

7. Computational Models of Political Processes
This text introduces computational techniques such as agent-based modeling
and system dynamics to study political decision-making. It demonstrates how
simulations can capture complex interactions and emergent phenomena in
political systems. The book is valuable for researchers interested in
quantitative and interdisciplinary approaches.

8. Ethics and Political Decision Making
Focusing on the normative aspects, this book discusses the ethical challenges
faced by political decision-makers. It addresses dilemmas related to justice,
equity, and responsibility in policy decisions. The work encourages readers
to consider moral frameworks alongside analytical models in assessing
political choices.

9. Decision Making in International Politics
This book centers on the processes and models relevant to decisions in the
international arena. It examines diplomatic negotiations, conflict
resolution, and alliance formation through various theoretical lenses. The
text highlights the complexity of international decision-making influenced by
multiple actors and strategic interests.



Political Model Decision Making

Find other PDF articles:
https://generateblocks.ibenic.com/archive-library-802/Book?trackid=XJJ32-2632&title=why-did-dr-co
ntessa-leaving-married-to-medicine.pdf

  political model decision making: Decision Making Anthony G. McGrew, Michael John Wilson,
1982 The analysis of decision making under uncertainty has again become a major focus of interest.
This volume presents contributions from leading specialists in different fields and provides a
summary and synthesis of work in this area. It is based on a conference held at the Harvard Business
School. The book brings together the different approaches to decision making - normative,
descriptive, and prescriptive - which largely correspond to different disciplinary interests.
Mathematicians have concentrated on rational procedures for decision making - how people should
make decisions. Psychologists have examined how poeple do make decisions, and how far their
behaviour is compatible with any rational model. Operations researchers study the application of
decision models to actual problems. Throughout, the aim is to present the current state of research
and its application and also to show how the different disciplinary approaches can inform one
another and thus lay the foundations for the integrated analysis of decision making. The book will be
of interest to researchers, teachers - for use as background reading for a decision theory course -
students, and consultants and others involved in the practical application of the analysis of decision
making. It will be of interest to specialists and students in statistics, mathematics, economics,
psychology and the behavioural sciences, operations research, and management science.
  political model decision making: The Political Economy of Collective Decision-Making Tim
Veen, 2011-07-28 The Council of the European Union is the institutional heart of EU policy-making.
But ‘who gets what, when and how’ in the Council? What are the dimensions of political conflict, and
which countries form coalitions in the intense negotiations to achieve their desired policy outcomes?
Focussing on collective decision-making in the Council between 1998 and 2007, this book provides a
comprehensive account of these salient issues that lie at the heart of political accountability and
legitimacy in the European Union. Based on a novel and unique dataset of estimates of government
policy positions, salience and power in influencing deliberations, an explanatory model
approximating the Nash-Bargaining solution is employed to predict the policy outcomes on ten policy
domains of central importance to this institution. The book's analyses comprise investigations into
the determinants of decision-making success, the architecture of the political space and the
governments' coalition behavior.
  political model decision making: Complex Political Decision-Making Peter Bursens,
Christ'l De Landtsheer, Luc Braeckmans, Barbara Segaert, 2016-11-18 10 The Ukrainian crisis
revisited: response to Richard Herrmann -- 11 Politics, it has never been so simple: complex versus
simplistic rhetoric and the use of hyperbole in political decision-making in the Netherlands -- 12 The
challenge of complex decision-making: concluding chapter and discussion -- Index
  political model decision making: Political Decisions and Agency Performance R.
Torenvlied, 2012-12-06 All over the world, many people who live in urban areas find themselves in
an arduous social situation. In the third world, people in overcrowded metropolitan areas have a
problem in maintaining even the slightest standards of living. But also richer parts of the world, the
United States, Europe and the far-East, show growing social inequalities in their cities. And social
problems are not confined to the large metropolitan areas: impoverishment, long-term
unemployment, social isolation, and the dependency on welfare programs pops up in medium-sized
cities and even in smaller communities. At the same time, these cities are confronted with a growing
bureaucratic conglomerate which is increasingly inapt to fight social degeneration. The catastrophe
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seems to be total: how to deal at once with declining social conditions and bureaucratic inadequacy?
Two American authors, Osborne and Plastrik (1997), claim to have found the answer: just banish
bureaucracy. The liberating accomplishments of the free market will elevate ordinary citizens and
force lazy, incompetent bureaucrats to do their work properly. If they succeed, they survive.
Otherwise, these agencies will vanish. They illustrate their arguments with the American city of
'Uphill Battle' which stopped its decline by reinventing government. Strict performance measures,
allotting financial controls and incentives to the citizens, and improving accountability have saved
the city. We should, however, be very careful in taking such measures so far that they banish
bureaucracy. It is far from obvious that simply banishing bureaucracy indeed will help people in
poor social situations.
  political model decision making: Political Decision-Making and Security Intelligence:
Recent Techniques and Technological Developments Dall'Acqua, Luisa, Gironacci, Irene M.,
2019-11-22 The enormous spread of devices gives access to virtual networks and to cyberspace
areas where continuous flows of data and information are exchanged, increasing the risk of
information warfare, cyber-espionage, cybercrime, and identity hacking. The number of individuals
and companies that suffer data breaches has increased vertically with serious reputational and
economic damage internationally. Thus, the protection of personal data and intellectual property has
become a priority for many governments. Political Decision-Making and Security Intelligence:
Recent Techniques and Technological Developments is an essential scholarly publication that aims
to explore perspectives and approaches to intelligence analysis and performance and combines
theoretical underpinnings with practical relevance in order to sensitize insights into training
activities to manage uncertainty and risks in the decision-making process. Featuring a range of
topics such as crisis management, policy making, and risk analysis, this book is ideal for managers,
analysts, politicians, IT specialists, data scientists, policymakers, government officials, researchers,
academicians, professionals, and security experts.
  political model decision making: Communication and Group Decision Making Randy Y.
Hirokawa, Marshall Scott Poole, 1996-07-09 Communication and Group Decision-Making takes stock
of recent group communication research - with an explicit focus on communication processes. This
book is recommended for academics, professionals and researchers in communication and
organization
  political model decision making: The Quality of Political Decision Making Klaas Beniers,
2006-11 In representative democracies, citizens give politicians the authority to design, implement,
and evaluate a wide variety of policies. Delegating tasks to elected officials may create agency
problems between citizens and their politicians. Politicians may
  political model decision making: Project Management for Engineering Design Charles
Lessard, Joseph Lessard, 2022-05-31 This lecture book is an introduction to project management. It
will be of use for engineering students working on project design in all engineering disciplines and
will also be of high value to practicing engineers in the work force. Few engineering programs
prepare students in methods of project design and configuration management used within industry
and government. This book emphasizes teams throughout and includes coverage of an introduction
to projectmanagement, project definition, researching intellectual property (patent search), project
scope, idealizing and conceptualizing a design, converting product requirements to engineering
specifications, project integration, project communicationsmanagement, and conducting design
reviews. The overall objectives of the book are for the readers to understand and manage their
project by employing the good engineering practice used by medical and other industries in design
and development of medical devices, engineered products and systems. The goal is for the engineer
and student to work well on large projects requiring a team environment, and to effectively
communicate technical matters in both written documents and oral presentations.
  political model decision making: Empirical Implications of Theoretical Models in
Political Science Jim Granato, Melody Lo, M. C. Sunny Wong, 2021-05-13 Provides a framework to
demonstrate how to unify formal, theoretical and empirical analysis through various interdisciplinary



examples.
  political model decision making: Essentials of Managing Public Health Organizations James
A. Johnson, Kimberly S. Davey, 2019-11-26 Written for undergraduate students in public health,
community health, and a range of other health disciplines, as well as beginning managers and
supervisors working in public health, Essentials of Managing Public Health Organizations is a
concise, yet comprehensive text that uniquely focuses on managing public health organizations by
addressing key management topics, processes, and emerging issues. Beginning with an overview of
public health and key public health organizations, the text moves onto explain public health
management fundamentals and functions– from planning and decision making, organizing and
managing change, to staffing, leading, budgeting, ethics, and more. By the end of the text, the
reader will not only better understand public health organizations, but the skills and functions
needed to effectively manage them. Experiential activities, discussion questions, web-based
assignments and public health interviews that offer a real-world perspective and practice to engage
and challenge students.Full-color tables, exhibits, and illustrations to illuminate and clarify
management concepts.Content that is linked to core competencies expected by APHA and public
health accrediting commissionsInvaluable instructor's resources that include PowerPoint slides, Test
Bank, and Instructor's Manual with summaries, teaching tips, and suggested classroom activities.
This text has been written specifically for undergraduate public health, community health, and
health professions courses in public health leadership and management, but will also be useful for
beginning managers and supervisors working in public health. © 2021 | 220 pages
  political model decision making: The Labor Supply for Lower Level Occupations Harold
Wool, 1976
  political model decision making: 21st Century Political Science: A Reference Handbook John
T Ishiyama, Marijke Breuning, 2010-10-22 Via 99 entries or mini-chapters, the SAGE 21st Century
Reference Series volumes on political science highlight the most important topics, issues, questions,
and debates any student obtaining a degree in this field ought to have mastered for effectiveness in
the 21st century. 21st Century Political Science: A Reference Handbook serves as an authoritative
reference source that meets students′ research needs with more detailed information than
encyclopedia entries but not so much jargon, detail, or density as a journal article or a research
handbook chapter. An editorial advisory board comprised of eminent scholars from various subfields,
many of whom are also award-winning teachers, selected the most important general topics in the
discipline. The two volumes are divided into six major parts: 1) General Approaches of Political
Science; 2) Comparative Politics; 3) International Relations; 4) Political Science Methodology; 5)
Political Thought; and 6) American Politics. A section on identity politics includes chapters on topics
such as Race, Ethnicity, and Politics; Gender and Politics; Religion and Politics; and LGBT Issues/
Queer Theory. This two-volume resource makes fairly complex approaches in political science
accessible to advanced undergraduate and beginning graduate students.
  political model decision making: Beyond Groupthink Paul 't Hart, Eric Stern, Bengt
Sundelius, 1997-04-14 DIVEffects of group dynamics on decision making /div
  political model decision making: Organizational Theory in Higher Education Kathleen
Manning, 2024-06-13 The third edition of Organizational Theory in Higher Education is a
comprehensive and accessible treatment of organizational theory and higher education
administration. Through her presentation of both traditional and contemporary organizational
theories, noted scholar Kathleen Manning offers a multi-faceted take on the models and lenses
through which higher education can be viewed. Chapters discuss the disciplinary foundation, uses,
constructs, and assumptions of each organizational theory, including theories often excluded from
the literature like organized anarchy, feminist, loosely coupled systems, and queer theory. Each
chapter concludes with a case study and discussion questions that encourage the reader to make
connections to their practice. Combining theory and practice, Manning’s rich, interdisciplinary
treatment enables leaders to gain a fuller understanding of the perspectives that operate on college
campuses and ways to enact inclusive, ethical change in the context of new and continuing



challenges. New to this Edition: A new chapter on Queer Theory that presents more socially just
approaches to institutional organization A new chapter on Loosely Coupled Systems presenting the
application of this theory to higher education settings Revised chapters, updated theory, and new
coverage that reflect current issues, such as pandemic, crisis responses, and social media Several
new and revised case studies to address contemporary issues and align with current realities of
higher education Updated and enhanced discussion questions to continue the conversation
  political model decision making: Theory and Method in Organization Studies Antonio Strati,
2000-05-28 In this introduction to theory and method, students of organization will find a
comprehensive view of the key theories in their field, combined with a toolkit of guidelines linking
these to the different methods available for analyzing and interpreting organizational life.
Distinguishing `the external society' and the `internal society', Antonio Strati sheds light on the
different contexts that shape organizational life and the different levels of analysis that may be used.
By showing the many levels at which organizations function and can be understood this book
provides an invaluable introduction to analysis and research for advanced students. Recent concepts
such as `the organization as hypertext'; `communities of practi
  political model decision making: Models of Political Economy Hannu Nurmi, 2006-10-13
Models of Political Economy will introduce students to the basic methodology of political economics.
It covers all core theories as well as new developments including: decision theory game theory
mechanism design games of asymmetric information. Hannu Nurmi's text will prove to be invaluable
to all students who wish to understand this increasingly technical field.
  political model decision making: The Cambridge Handbook of Political Psychology Danny
Osborne, Chris G. Sibley, 2022-02-24 The Cambridge Handbook of Political Psychology provides a
comprehensive review of the psychology of political behaviour from an international perspective. Its
coverage spans from foundational approaches to political psychology, including the evolutionary,
personality and developmental roots of political attitudes, to contemporary challenges to
governance, including populism, hate speech, conspiracy beliefs, inequality, climate change and
cyberterrorism. Each chapter features cutting-edge research from internationally renowned scholars
who offer their unique insights into how people think, feel and act in different political contexts. By
taking a distinctively international approach, this handbook highlights the nuances of political
behaviour across cultures and geographical regions, as well as the truisms of political psychology
that transcend context. Academics, graduate students and practitioners alike, as well as those
generally interested in politics and human behaviour, will benefit from this definitive overview of
how people shape – and are shaped by – their political environment in a rapidly changing
twenty-first century.
  political model decision making: Sport and the Pandemic Paul M. Pedersen, Brody J. Ruihley,
Bo Li, 2020-09-28 This book takes a close look at how the sport industry has been impacted by the
global Coronavirus pandemic, as entire seasons have been cut short, events have been cancelled,
athletes have been infected, and sport studies programs have moved online. Crucially, the book also
asks how the industry might move forward. With contributions from sport studies researchers across
the world, the book offers commentaries, cases, and informed analysis across a wide range of topics
and practical areas within sport business and management, from crisis communication and
marketing to event management and finance. While Covid-19 will inevitably cast a long shadow over
sport for years to come, and although the situation is fast-evolving and the future is uncertain, this
book offers some important early perspectives and reflections that will inform debate and influence
policy and practice. A timely addition to the body of knowledge regarding the pandemic, this is an
important resource for researchers, students, practitioners, the media, policy-makers, and anybody
who cares about the future of sport.
  political model decision making: Information Systems in the Political World K. V. Andersen,
1995 This text investigates the nature of impacts of information systems on the political world in the
First World countries. The overall aim is to provide a framework on how to analyze implications of
information technology (IT) on the political world and vice versa. This is illustrated by a study of



economic modelling at the central and local levels of government.
  political model decision making: Decision Making and Problem Solving in Organizations:
Assessing and Expanding the Carnegie Perspective Daniella Laureiro Martinez, Pino Audia, Daniel A.
Newark, 2024-09-04 Within the broader study of decision-making, the Carnegie perspective occupies
a unique place. Initially developed by pioneering scholars such as Herbert Simon and James March,
it views organizational decisions as resulting from the combined influences of a.) psychological
processes of attention allocation, interpretation of experience, and motivated search, and b.)
features of the organizational context that direct attention, influence preferences, contend with
ambiguity, contain conflict, and divide labor. Despite its unique strengths and a considerable body of
work (see below some foundational references), research that adopts the Carnegie perspective is
still relatively unknown outside the field of organization studies. As James March noted, Carnegie
has been primarily an importer of ideas, rather than an exporter. The goal of this research topic is to
facilitate dialogue and integration between this well-established Carnegie perspective and other
lines of inquiry into the study of decision making and problem solving. We are interested in bringing
to the fore what is distinctive in the accumulated body of evidence produced by the Carnegie
perspective and highlighting similarities, differences, and potential points of connection with other
research done on similar topics. To achieve this goal, we hope that the front end of each submission
will cover the following four components:
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