
political cartoons on slavery
political cartoons on slavery played a significant role in shaping public opinion during the era of
American slavery and the struggle for abolition. These visual commentaries used symbolism,
caricature, and satire to expose the injustices of slavery and to critique pro-slavery institutions and
politicians. Political cartoons became powerful tools for abolitionists and opponents of slavery,
influencing both popular sentiment and political discourse. This article explores the historical context
in which political cartoons on slavery emerged, their key themes and symbolism, their impact on the
abolitionist movement, and examples of notable cartoons that left a lasting impression on society.
The discussion also examines how these cartoons reflected the complexities and tensions of their
time, serving as a mirror to the social and political landscape. Finally, the article considers the legacy
of political cartoons on slavery in American history and culture.
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Historical Context of Political Cartoons on Slavery
Political cartoons on slavery emerged prominently during the 19th century, a period marked by
intense debate over the institution of slavery in the United States. As sectional tensions between the
Northern and Southern states escalated, mass media including newspapers and magazines began
using cartoons as a means to communicate complex political issues in an accessible and compelling
way. The rise of abolitionist movements, the publication of influential literature such as Harriet
Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin, and the legislative battles over slavery’s expansion into new
territories all provided fertile ground for political cartoonists. These cartoons were disseminated
widely, reaching audiences who might not engage with lengthy editorials or speeches but could grasp
powerful messages through imagery. The medium became a battleground for competing ideologies,
illustrating the moral, economic, and political conflicts that slavery engendered.

The Role of Newspapers and Magazines
Newspapers and periodicals were instrumental in spreading political cartoons on slavery. Publications
such as The Liberator, Harper’s Weekly, and The North Star featured illustrations that highlighted
abolitionist viewpoints or, alternatively, defended the institution of slavery. These outlets enabled
cartoonists to reach diverse readerships and influence public sentiment during critical moments such
as the Missouri Compromise, the Dred Scott decision, and the Civil War.



Political Climate and Sectional Tensions
The volatile political environment of the early to mid-1800s, including compromises between free and
slave states and increasing activism for abolition, provided a backdrop for political cartoons.
Cartoonists often depicted the growing divide between North and South, underscoring the dangers of
disunion and the moral contradictions of slavery within a democratic republic.

Key Themes and Symbolism in Political Cartoons on
Slavery
Political cartoons on slavery utilized a rich array of themes and symbolic imagery to convey complex
ideas succinctly. These visual elements served to criticize slavery’s inhumanity, challenge pro-slavery
arguments, and promote abolitionist ideals. Understanding these motifs is essential to appreciating
the effectiveness and nuance of these cartoons.

Common Symbols and Their Meanings

Chains and Shackles: Represented the physical bondage and lack of freedom experienced by
enslaved individuals.

Broken Chains: Symbolized emancipation, hope, and the abolitionist cause.

The Cotton Plant: Often depicted to highlight the economic dependence of the South on slave
labor.

Figures of Justice or Liberty: Used to contrast the ideals of American democracy with the
reality of slavery.

The Uncle Tom Character: Referenced popular literature and was sometimes used to evoke
sympathy or critique.

Themes of Morality and Hypocrisy
Many political cartoons emphasized the moral contradictions inherent in slavery, portraying it as a
violation of fundamental human rights and Christian values. Cartoonists highlighted the hypocrisy of a
nation founded on liberty yet permitting the enslavement of millions. These themes were designed to
provoke ethical reflection and galvanize abolitionist support.

Economic and Political Critiques
Beyond moral arguments, cartoons often critiqued the economic motives behind slavery and its
political entanglements. They depicted slaveholders as greedy or corrupt and criticized politicians who
defended slavery for economic gain or political power. These critiques helped expose the systemic



nature of slavery and its impact on American governance.

Impact of Political Cartoons on the Abolitionist
Movement
Political cartoons on slavery were instrumental in advancing the abolitionist cause by raising
awareness, shaping public opinion, and pressuring policymakers. Their visual nature allowed them to
transcend literacy barriers and engage a broad audience, making the realities of slavery more
immediate and emotionally resonant.

Mobilizing Public Opinion
Cartoons helped abolitionists reach a wider segment of the populace, including those who might be
indifferent or uninformed about slavery’s cruelties. By dramatizing the injustice and human suffering
caused by slavery, cartoons elicited empathy and outrage that translated into political action such as
support for anti-slavery legislation and participation in abolitionist rallies.

Influencing Political Debate
Cartoons often targeted prominent politicians and policies, challenging pro-slavery stances and
exposing contradictions. This visual critique played a role in framing the national dialogue on slavery
and underscored the urgency of resolving the issue. In some cases, cartoons contributed to the
polarization that eventually led to the Civil War.

Supporting Abolitionist Publications and Leaders
Many abolitionist leaders recognized the power of political cartoons and incorporated them into their
campaigns. Figures such as Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison used illustrated materials
to complement speeches and writings, enhancing the persuasive impact of their messages.

Notable Examples of Political Cartoons on Slavery
Several political cartoons from the 19th century stand out for their poignant portrayal of slavery and
their influence on public discourse. These examples reveal the range of styles and strategies
employed by cartoonists to confront the contentious issue.

“The Drunkard’s Progress” by Nathaniel Currier
Although primarily an anti-alcohol cartoon, Currier’s work also included imagery related to slavery. His
detailed and allegorical style demonstrated how cartoons could intertwine social ills and moral
messages, indirectly addressing the consequences of slavery on society.



Cartoons from Harper’s Weekly
Harper’s Weekly published numerous cartoons by artists such as Thomas Nast, who used their art to
condemn slavery and later to support Reconstruction efforts. Nast’s work often depicted African
Americans in dignified roles, countering prevailing racist stereotypes and advocating for civil rights.

“Am I Not a Man and a Brother?” Emblematic Imagery
This iconic image, widely reproduced in various formats including cartoons, became a powerful
symbol of the abolitionist message. It humanized enslaved people and appealed to the conscience of
viewers, becoming a recurring motif in political illustrations against slavery.

Slave Auction Scenes
Many political cartoons graphically depicted slave auctions to highlight the commodification and
dehumanization inherent in slavery. These scenes evoked strong emotional responses and were used
to rally support for abolition.

Legacy and Influence of Political Cartoons on Slavery
The legacy of political cartoons on slavery extends beyond their immediate historical context,
influencing the development of political satire, visual advocacy, and social justice movements. These
cartoons remain valuable historical documents that provide insight into the cultural and political
climate of the 19th century.

Evolution of Political Cartooning
The techniques and themes established in cartoons about slavery laid the groundwork for modern
political cartooning. The use of symbolism, caricature, and visual metaphor continues to be a central
strategy in political commentary and activism.

Educational and Historical Significance
Today, political cartoons on slavery are studied as primary sources that reveal contemporary
attitudes and the dynamics of public debate. They help historians, educators, and students
understand the complexities of slavery, abolition, and the broader struggle for civil rights.

Inspiration for Contemporary Social Justice Art
Contemporary artists and activists draw inspiration from these early political cartoons, recognizing
their power to challenge injustice and promote change. The tradition of using visual art to engage
political issues remains a vital part of social movements worldwide.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are political cartoons on slavery?
Political cartoons on slavery are illustrated works that use imagery and symbolism to comment on the
institution of slavery, often highlighting its moral, social, and political issues.

How did political cartoons influence public opinion on slavery
in the 19th century?
Political cartoons in the 19th century played a significant role in shaping public opinion by visually
exposing the injustices of slavery, criticizing pro-slavery policies, and promoting abolitionist
sentiments, making complex issues more accessible and emotionally impactful.

Who were some notable cartoonists known for their work on
slavery?
Notable cartoonists who addressed slavery include Thomas Nast, who used his art to support abolition
and criticize slavery, and artists like David Claypoole Johnston, who also created impactful anti-
slavery imagery.

What symbols are commonly used in political cartoons about
slavery?
Common symbols include chains and shackles representing bondage, the cotton plant symbolizing
the economy built on slavery, Uncle Sam depicting the U.S. government, and figures like Abraham
Lincoln symbolizing abolition and freedom.

How do political cartoons on slavery reflect the political
tensions of their time?
These cartoons often reflect the intense debates and conflicts between abolitionists and pro-slavery
advocates, illustrating issues such as states' rights, human rights, and economic interests, thereby
capturing the polarized political climate leading up to the Civil War.



Are political cartoons on slavery still relevant today?
Yes, political cartoons on slavery remain relevant as educational tools that help people understand
historical injustices, the legacy of slavery, and ongoing discussions about race, equality, and social
justice in contemporary society.

Additional Resources
1. Drawn to Oppression: Political Cartoons and the Abolitionist Movement
This book explores how political cartoons played a crucial role in shaping public opinion against
slavery in the 19th century. It analyzes notable caricatures and illustrations that highlighted the
cruelty and moral contradictions of slavery. The book also discusses the impact of these cartoons on
abolitionist campaigns and the broader fight for civil rights.

2. Ink and Emancipation: Visual Satire on Slavery in Antebellum America
Focusing on the antebellum period, this volume examines the use of satire and symbolism in political
cartoons to criticize slavery and advocate for emancipation. It includes a collection of influential
cartoons, alongside commentary on the artists’ intentions and the societal reactions they provoked.
The book offers insights into how visual media influenced the political landscape before the Civil War.

3. Caricatures of Chains: The Political Cartoon as a Weapon Against Slavery
This book traces the history of political cartoons as a form of resistance against slavery, highlighting
key illustrators and their work. It delves into the ways cartoons used humor, irony, and exaggeration
to expose the injustices of slavery and rally abolitionist support. The narrative reveals how these
images transcended print to affect political discourse.

4. Sketches from the Shadows: Political Cartoons Confronting Slavery and Racism
A comprehensive study of how political cartoons addressed both slavery and the racial ideologies that
supported it. The book examines the complex interplay between art, politics, and social commentary
in cartoons that challenged slavery and exposed racial prejudices. It also discusses the legacy of
these cartoons in shaping racial attitudes in America.

5. Visual Voices: Political Cartoons and the Fight for Freedom from Slavery
This collection highlights the role of political cartoons as powerful visual arguments against slavery. It
showcases diverse perspectives from abolitionists, enslaved individuals, and political figures, all
communicated through compelling imagery. The book emphasizes the importance of cartoons as
tools for advocacy and education during the abolitionist era.

6. Lines of Liberation: The Art of Anti-Slavery Political Cartoons
Focusing on the artistic techniques and narrative strategies used in anti-slavery cartoons, this book
offers an in-depth look at how artists crafted impactful messages. It explores the symbolism,
caricature, and visual rhetoric employed to persuade audiences and challenge pro-slavery narratives.
Readers gain an appreciation for the creative power of political art in social reform movements.

7. Cartooning the Chains: Satirical Depictions of Slavery in American Political Art
This title investigates the satirical dimension of political cartoons related to slavery, highlighting how
humor and ridicule were used to undermine slavery supporters. It includes analysis of prominent
cartoons that sparked controversy and dialogue about the institution of slavery. The book also
considers the risks cartoonists faced in confronting such a contentious issue.



8. Freedom in Frames: The Political Cartoon and the Abolition of Slavery
Examining the abolitionist movement through the lens of political cartoons, this book traces the
evolution of visual advocacy from early anti-slavery sentiments to the post-emancipation period. It
discusses how cartoons helped shape public policy and opinion, and the ways in which they reflected
and influenced changing attitudes toward race and freedom.

9. From Chains to Caricatures: Political Cartooning and the End of Slavery
This book offers a historical overview of political cartooning’s contribution to the abolition of slavery,
documenting key moments and figures in the movement. It highlights the power of caricature to
communicate complex social issues in accessible and memorable ways. The narrative underscores
the enduring legacy of these cartoons in the history of civil rights activism.
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  political cartoons on slavery: Lines of Contention J. G. Lewin, P.J. Huff, 2007-11-13 The
political turmoil of the Civil War Era has been analyzed many times, but one area of this period's
history is often overlooked: a large body of humorous, clever, and scathing editorial cartoons from
publications such as Harper's Weekly, Vanity Fair, Punch, and Leslie's Illustrated. In Lines of
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both sides of the fence and provide insight into the incidents and opinions surrounding the war as
well as the mind-sets and actions of all the major figures. Lines of Contention presents a unique
history of the Civil War and its participants.
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Jenny E. Robb, 2007 One of the great private collections of political cartoons
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Samuels, 2019-11-08 Race and Vision in the Nineteenth-Century United States is a collection of
twelve essays by cultural critics that exposes how fraught relations of identity and race appear
through imaging technologies in architecture, scientific discourse, sculpture, photography, painting,
music, theater, and, finally, the twenty-first century visual commentary of Kara Walker. Throughout
these essays, the racial practices of the nineteenth century are juxtaposed with literary practices
involving some of the most prominent writers about race and identity, such as Herman Melville and
Harriet Beecher Stowe, as well as the technologies of performance including theater and music.
Recent work in critical theories of vision, technology, and the production of ideas about racial
discourse has emphasized the inextricability of photography with notions of race and American
identity. The collected essays provide a vivid sense of how imagery about race appears in the
formative period of the nineteenth-century United States.
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Justine McConnell, 2011-07-07 A collection of essays by an international team of scholars on the part
played by classical sources and images in the debates around the abolition of slavery. It shows that
the ancient Greek and Roman slave was invoked both by abolitionists and by those who promoted
and attempted to justify the custom.
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  political cartoons on slavery: Beyond Slavery B. Brooten, 2010-10-25 This book looks at a
United States that continues to be driven by racial and cultural divisions, from the
disproportionately high number of incarcerated African Americans to heartfelt disagreements over
the true nature of marriage and the proper role of faith in public policy.
  political cartoons on slavery: Political Cartoons in the 1848 Election Campaign Anne
Marie Serio, 1972
  political cartoons on slavery: The Content of Our Caricature Rebecca Wanzo, 2020-04-21
Winner, 2021 Katherine Singer Kovács Book Award, given by the Society for Cinema and Media
Studies Winner, 2021 Will Eisner Comic Industry Awards for Best Academic/Scholarly Work
Honorable Mention, 2021 Harry Shaw and Katrina Hazzard-Donald Award for Outstanding Work in
African-American Popular Culture Studies, given by the Popular Culture Association Winner, 2020
Charles Hatfield Book Prize, given by the Comic Studies Society Traces the history of racial
caricature and the ways that Black cartoonists have turned this visual grammar on its head
Revealing the long aesthetic tradition of African American cartoonists who have made use of racist
caricature as a black diasporic art practice, Rebecca Wanzo demonstrates how these artists have
resisted histories of visual imperialism and their legacies. Moving beyond binaries of positive and
negative representation, many black cartoonists have used caricatures to criticize constructions of
ideal citizenship in the United States, as well as the alienation of African Americans from such
imaginaries. The Content of Our Caricature urges readers to recognize how the wide circulation of
comic and cartoon art contributes to a common language of both national belonging and exclusion in
the United States. Historically, white artists have rendered white caricatures as virtuous
representations of American identity, while their caricatures of African Americans are excluded from
these kinds of idealized discourses. Employing a rich illustration program of color and
black-and-white reproductions, Wanzo explores the works of artists such as Sam Milai, Larry Fuller,
Richard “Grass” Green, Brumsic Brandon Jr., Jennifer Cruté, Aaron McGruder, Kyle Baker, Ollie
Harrington, and George Herriman, all of whom negotiate and navigate this troublesome history of
caricature. The Content of Our Caricature arrives at a gateway to understanding how a visual
grammar of citizenship, and hence American identity itself, has been constructed.
  political cartoons on slavery: Daniel O'Connell and the Anti-Slavery Movement Christine
Kinealy, 2015-10-06 Previous histories on O’Connell have dealt predominantly with his attempts to
secure a repeal of the 1800 Act of Union and on his success in achieving Catholic Emancipation in
1829, Kinealy focuses instead on the neglected issue of O’Connell’s contribution to the anti-slavery
movement in the United States.
  political cartoons on slavery: Slavery and Sentiment on the American Stage, 1787-1861
Heather S. Nathans, 2009-03-19 For almost a hundred years before Uncle Tom's Cabin burst on to
the scene in 1852, the American theatre struggled to represent the evils of slavery. Slavery and
Sentiment examines how both black and white Americans used the theatre to fight negative
stereotypes of African Americans in the United States.
  political cartoons on slavery: The Annotated Emma Jane Austen, David M. Shapard,
2012-03-20 From the editor of the popular Annotated Pride and Prejudice comes an annotated
edition of Jane Austen’s Emma that makes her beloved tale of an endearingly inept matchmaker an
even more satisfying read. Here is the complete text of the novel with more than 2,200 annotations
on facing pages, including: ● Explanations of historical context ● Citations from Austen’s life,
letters, and other writings ● Definitions and clarifications ● Literary comments and analysis ● Maps
of places in the novel ● An introduction, bibliography, and detailed chronology of events ● Nearly
200 informative illustrations Filled with fascinating information about everything from the social
status of spinsters and illegitimate children to the shopping habits of fashionable ladies to English
attitudes toward the Roma, David M. Shapard’s Annotated Emma brings Austen’s world into richer
focus.
  political cartoons on slavery: Reenvisioning Israel through Political Cartoons Matt Reingold,
2022-03-15 Reenvisioning Israel through Political Cartoons: Visual Discourses During the 2018–2021



Electoral Crisis examines the ways in which the work of Israeli political cartoonists broadens
conversations about contemporary challenges in the country. Matt Reingold shows how 21
cartoonists across 10 different Israeli newspapers produced cartoons in response to the country’s
social and political crises between December 2018–June 2021, a period where the country was mired
in four national elections. Each chapter is structured around an issue that emerged during this
period, with examples drawn from multiple cartoonists. This allows for fertile cross-cartoonist
discussion and analysis, offering an opportunity to understand the different ways that an issue
affects national discourse and what commentaries have been offered about it. By focusing on this
difficult period in contemporary Israeli society, the volume highlights the ways that artists have
responded to these national challenges and how they have fashioned creative reimaginings of their
country.
  political cartoons on slavery: The Woman as Slave in Nineteenth-Century American
Social Movements Ana Stevenson, 2020-02-03 This book is the first to develop a history of the
analogy between woman and slave, charting its changing meanings and enduring implications
across the social movements of the long nineteenth century. Looking beyond its foundations in the
antislavery and women’s rights movements, this book examines the influence of the woman-slave
analogy in popular culture along with its use across the dress reform, labor, suffrage, free love,
racial uplift, and anti-vice movements. At once provocative and commonplace, the woman-slave
analogy was used to exceptionally varied ends in the era of chattel slavery and slave emancipation.
Yet, as this book reveals, a more diverse assembly of reformers both accepted and embraced a
woman-as-slave worldview than has previously been appreciated. One of the most significant yet
controversial rhetorical strategies in the history of feminism, the legacy of the woman-slave analogy
continues to underpin the debates that shape feminist theory today.
  political cartoons on slavery: Focus on U.S. History: The Era of Expansion and Reform Kathy
Sammis, 1997 Reproducible student activities cover territorial growth, the Industrial Revolution, the
rise of slavery, and the reform movement.
  political cartoons on slavery: Reform or Repression Chad Pearson, 2015-12-04 Historians
have characterized the open-shop movement of the early twentieth century as a cynical attempt by
business to undercut the labor movement by twisting the American ideals of independence and
self-sufficiency to their own ends. The precursors to today's right-to-work movement, advocates of
the open shop in the Progressive Era argued that honest workers should have the right to choose
whether or not to join a union free from all pressure. At the same time, business owners
systematically prevented unionization in their workplaces. While most scholars portray union
opponents as knee-jerk conservatives, Chad Pearson demonstrates that many open-shop proponents
identified themselves as progressive reformers and benevolent guardians of America's economic and
political institutions. By exploring the ways in which employers and their allies in journalism, law,
politics, and religion drew attention to the reformist, rather than repressive, character of the
open-shop movement, Pearson's book forces us to consider the origins, character, and limitations of
this movement in new ways. Throughout his study, Pearson describes class tensions, noting that
open-shop campaigns primarily benefited management and the nation's most economically
privileged members at the expense of ordinary people. Pearson's analysis of archives, trade journals,
newspapers, speeches, and other primary sources elucidates the mentalities of his subjects and their
times, rediscovering forgotten leaders and offering fresh perspectives on well-known figures such as
Theodore Roosevelt, Louis Brandeis, Booker T. Washington and George Creel. Reform or Repression
sheds light on businessmen who viewed strong urban-based employers' and citizens' associations,
weak unions, and managerial benevolence as the key to their own, as well as the nation's, progress
and prosperity.
  political cartoons on slavery: Politics, Ink Edward J. Lordan, 2006 Traces the history of
American editorial cartooning, discussing the importance of editorial cartooning and its contribution
to the nation's development.
  political cartoons on slavery: Gender and Activism in a Little Magazine Rachel Schreiber,



2017-07-05 Interweaving nuanced discussions of politics, visuality, and gender, Gender and Activism
in a Little Magazine uncovers the complex ways that gender figures into the graphic satire created
by artists for the New York City-based socialist journal, the Masses. This exceptional magazine was
published between 1911 and 1917, during an unusually radical decade in American history, and
featured cartoons drawn by artists of the Ashcan School and others, addressing questions of politics,
gender, labor and class. Rather than viewing art from the Masses primarily in terms of its critical
social stances or aesthetic choices, however, this study uses these images to open up new ways of
understanding the complexity of early 20th-century viewpoints. By focusing on the activist images
found in the Masses and studying their unique perspective on American modernity, Rachel Schreiber
also returns these often-ignored images to their rightful place in the scholarship on American
modernism. This book demonstrates that the centrality of the Masses artists' commitments to gender
and class equality is itself a characterization of the importance of these issues for American
moderns. Despite their alarmingly regular reliance on gender stereotypes?and regardless of any
assessment of the efficacy of the artists' activism?the graphic satire of the Masses offers invaluable
insights into the workings of gender and the role of images in activist practices at the beginning of
the last century.
  political cartoons on slavery: Haptic Allegories Kathleen Gough, 2013-11-07 Kinship and
Performance in the Black and Green Atlantic advances an innovative and compelling approach to
writing comparative studies of performance in transnational, intercultural relation to one another.
Its chosen subject in this case is the cultural and political intersection of African and Irish diasporic
peoples and movements. Gough approaches her subject via five key flashpoints in Black/Green
relations, moving from the mid-nineteenth century to the early twenty-first century. In turn, each of
these is related to mediums of performance that were prevalent at the time, such as abolitionist
oratory and melodrama, photography and tableaux, architecture and folk drama, television and
political demonstrations, and visual art and dramaturgy. By examining the unlikely kinship between
social actors such as Ida B. Wells and Maud Gonne, Lady Augusta Gregory and Zora Neale Hurston,
and Bernadette Devlin and Alice Childress, along with a host of old and new theatrical characters,
this book explores how a transmedial investigation of gender, community, and performance allows
for a revision of historiography in Atlantic studies, while the study itself revises and reimagines key
concepts central to performance studies. In 2014 Kinship and Performance was given the Errol Hill
Award for Outstanding Scholarship in African American Theatre from the American Society for
Theatre Research.
  political cartoons on slavery: Picturing Frederick Douglass: An Illustrated Biography of
the Nineteenth Century's Most Photographed American Celeste-Marie Bernier, John Stauffer,
Zoe Trodd, 2015-11-02 Finalist for the Gilder Lehrman Lincoln Prize A landmark and collectible
volume—beautifully produced in duotone—that canonizes Frederick Douglass through historic
photography. Commemorating the bicentennial of Frederick Douglass’s birthday and featuring
images discovered since its original publication in 2015, this “tour de force” (Library Journal, starred
review) reintroduced Frederick Douglass to a twenty-first-century audience. From these
pages—which include over 160 photographs of Douglass, as well as his previously unpublished
writings and speeches on visual aesthetics—we learn that neither Custer nor Twain, nor even
Abraham Lincoln, was the most photographed American of the nineteenth century. Indeed, it was
Frederick Douglass, the ex-slave-turned-abolitionist, eloquent orator, and seminal writer, who is
canonized here as a leading pioneer in photography and a prescient theorist who believed in the
explosive social power of what was then just an emerging art form. Featuring: Contributions from
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Kenneth B. Morris, Jr. (a direct Douglass descendent) 160 separate
photographs of Douglass—many of which have never been publicly seen and were long lost to
history A collection of contemporaneous artwork that shows how powerful Douglass’s photographic
legacy remains today, over a century after his death All Douglass’s previously unpublished writings
and speeches on visual aesthetics
  political cartoons on slavery: The Antebellum Press David B. Sachsman, Gregory A. Borchard,



2019-06-10 The Antebellum Press: Setting the Stage for Civil War reveals the critical role of
journalism in the years leading up to America’s deadliest conflict by exploring the events that
foreshadowed and, in some ways, contributed directly to the outbreak of war. This collection of
scholarly essays traces how the national press influenced and shaped America’s path towards
warfare. Major challenges faced by American newspapers prior to secession and war are explored,
including: the economic development of the press; technology and its influence on the press; major
editors and reporters (North and South) and the role of partisanship; and the central debate over
slavery in the future of an expanding nation. A clear narrative of institutional, political, and cultural
tensions between 1820 and 1861 is presented through the contributors’ use of primary sources. In
this way, the reader is offered contemporary perspectives that provide unique insights into which
local or national issues were pivotal to the writers whose words informed and influenced the people
of the time. As a scholarly work written by educators, this volume is an essential text for both
upper-level undergraduates and postgraduates who study the American Civil War, journalism, print
and media culture, and mass communication history.
  political cartoons on slavery: Melville Andrew Delbanco, 2013-02-20 If Dickens was
nineteenth-century London personified, Herman Melville was the quintessential American. With a
historian’s perspective and a critic’s insight, award-winning author Andrew Delbanco marvelously
demonstrates that Melville was very much a man of his era and that he recorded — in his books,
letters, and marginalia; and in conversations with friends like Nathaniel Hawthorne and with his
literary cronies in Manhattan — an incomparable chapter of American history. From the bawdy
storytelling of Typee to the spiritual preoccupations building up to and beyond Moby Dick, Delbanco
brilliantly illuminates Melville’s life and work, and his crucial role as a man of American letters.
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