political interpretations of the
wonderful wizard of oz

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz have long fascinated
scholars, historians, and literary analysts. Originally published in 1900 by
L. Frank Baum, The Wonderful Wizard of 0z is often read as a simple
children’'s fantasy. However, numerous political readings suggest that the
story serves as an allegory for the social, economic, and political issues of
late 19th-century America. These interpretations provide insight into
populism, monetary policy debates, and the nuanced dynamics of American
politics during the Gilded Age. This article explores the various political
interpretations of The Wonderful Wizard of 0z, examining how characters, plot
elements, and settings symbolize deeper political themes. The following
sections will analyze key allegorical components, discuss the historical
context, and present differing scholarly viewpoints on the political
dimensions of Baum’'s work.

e Historical Context of The Wonderful Wizard of 0z

e Monetary Policy Allegory: Gold, Silver, and the Populist Movement
e Character Symbolism and Political Figures

e Political Themes and Social Commentary

e Critiques and Alternative Interpretations

Historical Context of The Wonderful Wizard of
0z

The political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz cannot be fully
understood without examining the historical background against which L. Frank
Baum wrote his novel. The late 19th century in the United States was marked
by significant economic turmoil, political realignment, and social change.
The Populist movement emerged primarily as a response to the struggles faced
by farmers and working-class Americans who suffered under deflation,
monopolistic railroads, and the gold standard. Understanding this period’s
political climate is crucial to appreciating the allegorical layers embedded
in the story.



The Populist Movement and Agrarian Discontent

The Populist Party, formed in the early 1890s, advocated for policies such as
the free coinage of silver to increase the money supply, regulation of
railroads, and direct election of senators. Farmers and laborers were drawn
to the party as they sought relief from economic hardships imposed by
deflation and debt. The political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of
oz often focus on these issues, interpreting the narrative as a reflection of
the Populist platform and its challenges within the broader political system.

Economic Challenges and Monetary Debate

The debate over gold versus silver standards dominated economic discussions
during this era. The gold standard restricted the money supply, favoring
creditors and industrialists, while silver proponents believed that
bimetallism would alleviate debt burdens. This monetary conflict is central
to many political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz, which argue
that the story’s symbols represent these competing economic ideologies.

Monetary Policy Allegory: Gold, Silver, and the
Populist Movement

One of the most widely recognized political interpretations of the wonderful
wizard of oz is the allegory relating to monetary policy. The novel has been
analyzed as a critique of the gold standard and a defense of bimetallism,
reflecting the economic debates of the late 19th century.

The Yellow Brick Road and the Gold Standard

The Yellow Brick Road is often interpreted as symbolizing the gold standard,
a monetary system that many believed led to economic hardship for farmers and
working-class citizens. The road’s glittering appearance contrasts with the
difficult journey faced by Dorothy and her companions, mirroring the elusive
promise of prosperity under the gold standard.

Silver Shoes and Bimetallism

In the original book, Dorothy’s shoes are silver, not ruby as popularized by
the film adaptation. This detail is significant in political interpretations
of the wonderful wizard of oz because the silver shoes represent the silver
standard or bimetallism. The idea that Dorothy can use these shoes to return
home suggests that adopting silver currency could solve America’s economic
problems.



Populist Ideals Embedded in the Narrative

The political allegory extends to the broader Populist agenda, with the story
reflecting hope for economic reform and empowerment of the common people. The
journey down the Yellow Brick Road implies the political struggle to achieve

these reforms against entrenched interests.

Character Symbolism and Political Figures

Characters in the wonderful wizard of oz have been interpreted as
representations of key political figures and social groups relevant to the
era. This symbolic mapping forms a critical part of the political
interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz.

Dorothy as the Everyman or Common Citizen

Dorothy Gale, the central protagonist, is often viewed as the embodiment of
the common American citizen, particularly the agrarian population. Her
innocence, determination, and desire to return home reflect the struggles and
aspirations of ordinary people during the tumultuous political climate.

The Scarecrow as the American Farmer

The Scarecrow is commonly interpreted as representing American farmers, who
were perceived as lacking political power and intellectual influence despite
their essential role in society. His quest for a brain symbolizes the
farmers’ desire for political recognition and effective leadership.

The Tin Man as Industrial Workers

The Tin Man is thought to symbolize industrial laborers, who suffered from
dehumanizing working conditions. His rusting and immobility reflect the
hardships of factory workers, while his search for a heart represents the
need for compassion and humane treatment.

The Cowardly Lion as William Jennings Bryan

The Cowardly Lion is frequently associated with William Jennings Bryan, a
prominent political figure and advocate of the Populist cause. Despite his
powerful oratory and leadership, Bryan was often criticized for lacking the
political courage to fully realize his goals, which aligns with the lion’s
characterization.



e Dorothy — The American common citizen

e Scarecrow — The farmers seeking political influence

e Tin Man — Industrial workers facing hardships

e Cowardly Lion — William Jennings Bryan and populist leadership

e The Wizard — Political leaders and the illusion of power

Political Themes and Social Commentary

Beyond individual characters and monetary allegory, The Wonderful Wizard of
0z contains broader political themes and social commentary that contribute to
its status as a politically interpreted text.

Critique of Political Leadership

The Wizard of 0z himself is seen as a symbol of political leaders who
maintain power through illusion and manipulation. His facade of grandeur
contrasts with his actual limitations, suggesting skepticism toward
government officials and the political establishment.

Empowerment and Self-Reliance

Political interpretations often highlight the theme of empowerment, as
characters discover that the qualities they sought externally were within
them all along. This can be read as a message about the potential of the
populace to overcome political and economic challenges without relying solely
on established authorities.

Social Unity and Collective Action

The journey of Dorothy and her companions emphasizes cooperation among
diverse social groups, reflecting the Populist ideal of unity between
farmers, workers, and other disenfranchised segments to achieve common goals.

Critiques and Alternative Interpretations

While the political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz are
compelling, not all scholars agree on the extent or validity of these
allegories. Some argue that Baum’s story was intended purely as entertainment
without deliberate political messaging.



Arguments Against Political Allegory

Critics of the political reading point out the lack of direct evidence that
Baum intended the novel as an allegory. They emphasize Baum’s background as a
writer of children’s literature and his avoidance of overt political
statements in other works.

Other Interpretive Frameworks

Alternative analyses interpret the story through psychological, feminist, or
mythological lenses, focusing on universal themes of growth, identity, and
adventure rather than specific political commentary.

Continued Relevance of Political Interpretations

Despite debate, the political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz
remain influential in literary criticism and cultural studies, demonstrating
how historical context can shape the reading of classic literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the political allegory behind 'The Wonderful
Wizard of 0z'?

Many scholars interpret 'The Wonderful Wizard of 0z' as a political allegory
for the late 19th-century American political and economic climate,
particularly relating to the Populist movement and debates over monetary
policy, such as the gold standard versus bimetallism.

How does the character of the Scarecrow represent
political ideas in 'The Wonderful Wizard of 0z'?

The Scarecrow is often seen as representing American farmers who were
perceived as lacking intelligence or political power, but who actually
possessed common sense and practical wisdom.

What does the Tin Man symbolize in political
interpretations of 'The Wonderful Wizard of 0z'?

The Tin Man is commonly interpreted as a symbol of industrial workers who
were dehumanized and suffered hardships during the industrial revolution and
economic changes in America.



In political readings, what does the Yellow Brick
Road represent?

The Yellow Brick Road is often viewed as a metaphor for the gold standard,
which was a central issue in the political debates of the era, guiding but
also limiting the path to prosperity.

How is the character of the Wizard interpreted
politically in 'The Wonderful Wizard of 0z'?

The Wizard is seen as a representation of political leaders or the
presidency, who appear powerful but are ultimately revealed to be ordinary
individuals using illusion to maintain authority.

What role does Dorothy's silver shoes (ruby slippers
in the film) play in political interpretations?

Dorothy's silver shoes symbolize the silver standard, a key issue for the
Populists who advocated for bimetallism to inflate currency and help indebted
farmers and workers.

How does 'The Wonderful Wizard of 0z' reflect the
Populist movement in American politics?

The story allegorically reflects the Populist movement's struggle against
economic hardship, advocating for monetary reform and greater political power
for common people, represented through the characters and their journey.

Why do some historians debate the political
interpretation of 'The Wonderful Wizard of 0z'?

Some historians argue that L. Frank Baum did not intend to create a political
allegory and that the story is primarily a children's fantasy, suggesting
that political interpretations may be retrospective projections rather than
authorial intent.

Additional Resources

1. The Wizard of 0z and the Great American Populist Movement

This book explores the theory that L. Frank Baum's "The Wonderful Wizard of
0z" is an allegory for the Populist movement in late 19th-century America. It
delves into the symbolism behind the characters and events, linking them to
key political figures and issues such as the gold standard, farmers'
struggles, and monetary reform. The author provides historical context to
support the interpretation of the story as a critique of the economic
policies of the time.



2. The Yellow Brick Road to Silver: Monetary Politics in 0z

Focusing on the economic symbolism within "The Wonderful Wizard of 0z," this
work examines the debate over the gold and silver standards. The book argues
that the Yellow Brick Road represents the gold standard, while Dorothy’s
silver shoes (changed to ruby slippers in the movie) symbolize the silver
monetary policy advocated by Populists. It highlights how Baum embedded
complex political commentary within a seemingly simple children's tale.

3. 0z as Political Satire: Unmasking the Wizard’s Deception

This title analyzes the character of the Wizard as a metaphor for political
leaders who use illusion and rhetoric to maintain power. It discusses how the
story critiques the emptiness of political promises and the manipulation of
public opinion. The book situates the narrative within the broader context of
American politics at the turn of the 20th century.

4. The Scarecrow, the Tin Man, and the Lion: Political Archetypes in 0z

This book interprets the main characters of 0z as representations of various
social and political groups. The Scarecrow symbolizes American farmers, the
Tin Man represents industrial workers, and the Cowardly Lion reflects the
ambivalence of political leadership. Through this lens, the story is seen as
a call for solidarity among disparate groups to achieve political and
economic reform.

5. From Emerald City to Capitol Hill: The Political Legacy of 0z

Tracing the influence of "The Wonderful Wizard of 0z" on American political
thought, this book explores how the story has been used as a metaphor in
political discourse. It examines references to 0z in speeches, campaign
rhetoric, and political commentary throughout the 20th century. The author
argues that the narrative’s enduring appeal lies in its rich allegorical
potential for critiquing governance.

6. Behind the Curtain: Power and Politics in Baum’s 0z

This study delves into the theme of power structures within the 0z narrative,
focusing on the illusion of authority and the mechanisms of control. It
interprets the Wizard's role as emblematic of political figures who maintain
influence through deception. The book also considers the role of populism and
grassroots movements as depicted through Dorothy’s journey.

7. The Populist Imagination in The Wonderful Wizard of 0z

This work centers on the cultural and political environment that shaped
Baum’s writing, emphasizing how "The Wonderful Wizard of 0z" reflects the
hopes and anxieties of the Populist era. It discusses the story’s engagement
with themes of economic justice, political representation, and social reform.
The author highlights the narrative’s function as both entertainment and
political critique.

8. Silver Slippers and Golden Lies: Monetary Allegory in 0z

This book offers a detailed analysis of the monetary allegories embedded
within the story, particularly focusing on the symbolism of the silver
slippers and the gold Yellow Brick Road. It connects these elements to the
bimetallism debate and the economic struggles of the 1890s. The narrative is



positioned as a subtle yet pointed commentary on the economic policies
dividing the nation.

9. Political Mythmaking and The Wonderful Wizard of 0z

Examining the role of myth and storytelling in politics, this book argues
that Baum's 0z serves as a political myth that encapsulates early American
political conflicts. It explores how the story creates a political narrative
that resonates with themes of empowerment, deception, and reform. The author
situates the work within the tradition of political allegory and mythmaking
in American literature.
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political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of 0z: The Wonderful Wizard of Oz as a
Political and Economic Allegory Sontje Neldner, 2020-07-14 Seminar paper from the year 2016 in
the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of Cologne,
language: English, abstract: When Lyman Frank Baum wrote and published his fairy tale The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz in 1900, he might not have known this would be the start of several books
about the marvellous world of OZ. However, the story about the little girl named Dorothy, who
accidentally lands in Oz and tries to return to Kansas, is the most popular of the Oz books.
Nevertheless, by focussing on the land of Oz and its analysis it is indispensable to concentrate on
The Wonderful Land of Oz, The Emerald City of Oz and other books, as well. L. Frank Baum always
disclaimed that there is a deeper meaning behind The Wonderful Wizard of Oz and declared: “The
story was written solely to pleasure children of today.” (Littlefield 1964: 58). Moreover, L. Frank
Baum “never allowed the consistency of the allegory to take precedence over the theme of youthful
entertainment” (Littlefield 1964: 58). Thus maybe, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is well known all
over the world and in every age as one of the most famous American folklore. Nonetheless, there are
some allegories that can be seen and interpreted by reading the Oz books. At first, there is a political
aspect including the time in which L. Frank Baum grew up, the places where he lived and the
political view he had, even though he had never declared his political attitude. In addition, The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz can be interpreted in an economic way, connected to L. Frank Baum's
history, as well. Hugh Rockoff, Professor of Economics at Rutgers University, (1990: 739) claims that
the book is “a sophisticated commentary on the political and economic debates of the Populist Era.”
However, some people, for example Bradley A. Hansen, (2002: 257ff.) disagree with the position that
there are any allegories in Baum's Oz books. Nevertheless, these interpretations are just a few
options of analysing The Wonderful Wizard of Oz but they form the most important aspects to have a
focus on.

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz: The Historian's Wizard of Oz
Ranjit S. Dighe, 2002-06-30 The Historian's Wizard of Oz synthesizes four decades of scholarly
interpretations of L. Frank Baum's classic children's novel as an allegory of the Gilded Age political
economy and a comment on the gold standard. The heart of the book is an annotated version of The
Wizard of Oz that highlights the possible political and monetary symbolism in the book by relating
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characters, settings, and incidents in it to the historical events and figures of the 1890s, the decade
in which Baum wrote his story. Dighe simultaneously values the leading political interpretations of
Oz as useful and creative teaching tools, and consolidates them in a sympathetic fashion; yet he
rejects the commonly held, and by now well-debunked, view that those interpretations reflect
Baum's likely motivations in writing the book. The result is a unique way for readers to acquaint
themselves with a classic of children's literature that is a bit different and darker than the
better-known film version. Students of history and economics will find two great stories: the
dramatic rise and fall of monetary populism and William Jennings Bryan and the original rendering
of a childhood story that they know and love. This study draws on several worthy versions of the
Oz-as-Populist-parable thesis, but it also separates the reading of Baum's book in this manner from
Baum's original intentions. Despite an incongruence with Baum's intent, reading the story as a
parable continues to provide a remarkable window into the historical events of the 1890s and, thus,
constitutes a tremendous teaching tool for historians, economists, and political scientists. Dighe also
includes a primer on gold, silver, and the American monetary system, as well as a brief history of the
Populist movement.

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz: The Wonderful Wizard of Oz in
American Popular Culture Neil Earle, 1993

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz: The Gilded Age and Dawn of the
Modern Jeffrey H. Hacker, 2014-11-20 The Gilded Age and Dawn of the Modern: 1877-1919, a new
title in the six-title series History Through Literature: American Voices, American Themes, provides
insights and analysis regarding the history, literature, and cultural climate of the Gilded Age and
early twentieth century. It brings together informational text and primary documents that cover
notable historic events and trends, authors, literary works, social movements, and cultural and
artistic themes. The Gilded Age and Dawn of the Modern begins with an interdisciplinary chronology
that identifies, defines, and places in context the notable historical events, literary works, authors'
lives, and cultural landmarks of the period. This is followed by a comprehensive overview essay that
summarizes the era's major historical trends, social movements, cultural and artistic themes, literary
voices, and enduring works as reflections of each other and the spirit of the times. The core content
comprises 20-30 articles on representative writers of the period, along with excerpts from essential
literary works that highlight a historical theme, sociocultural movement, or the confluence of the
two. These excerpts serve the Common Core emphasis on informational texts from a broad range of
cultures and periods, including stories, drama, poetry, and literary nonfiction.

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz: The SAGE Handbook of Process
Organization Studies Ann Langley, Haridimos Tsoukas, 2016-12-14 The SAGE Handbook of Process
Organization Studies provides a comprehensive and timely overview of the field. This volume offers
a compendium of perspectives on process thinking, process organizational theory, process research
methodology and empirical applications. The emphasis is on a combination of pedagogical
contributions and in-depth reviews of current thinking and research in each of the selected areas,
combined with the development of agendas for future research. The Handbook is divided into five
sections: Part One: Process Philosophy Part Two: Process Theory Part Three: Process Methodology
Part Four: Process Applications Part Five: Process Perspectives

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of 0z: Focus On: 100 Most Popular
United States National Film Registry Films Wikipedia contributors,

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of 0z: Posthumanism and Literary
Insights: A Critical Introduction Nikhilesh Dhar, Bapin Mallick, 2025-08-29 The volume delves into
the provocative terrain of escape as a mode of resistance. Through a diverse array of studies
encompassing political theology and artificial intelligence, the author navigates the philosophical
landscape of exiting established forms of knowledge and practices. Drawing from a rich tapestry of
Western thought—from Carl Schmitt and St. Augustine to Bernard Stiegler and Antonio Negri—the
volume engages deeply with the notion of forging new pathways beyond existing political paradigms.
The chapters present a fresh perspective on the dynamics of political transformation, urging readers




to reconsider conventional boundaries and embrace innovative approaches to social change. By
examining the intersections of philosophy, politics, and technology, it invites readers to contemplate
profound questions about liberation, creativity, and the potential for radical societal renewal. It is an
essential reading for scholars, activists, and anyone intrigued by the philosophical underpinnings of
resistance and the quest for new horizons in political theory and practice.

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of o0z: Ordering America William H.
Young, 2010-07-21 Ordering America, painting a felicitous portrait of Western civilization, shows
that its defining ideals--rooted in man’s common human nature, a perception newly substantiated by
modern evolutionary psychology--were best fulfilled by realization of the American founding order.
Twentieth-century progressivism and postmodern multiculturalism detoured America down the way
of social constructionism--human nature and equality are produced by culture and the state, through
groups. The book sets a course to revive the Western ideals and return to an opportune center-right
American order, applying latest scientific insights and restoring individual responsibility and
reciprocity under more limited, still energetic government befitting our century.

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz: Historical Perspectives on the
American Economy Robert Whaples, Dianne C. Betts, 1995-05-26 This book is a student reader of
the key topics in American economic history.

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of o0z: The Wizard of Oz FAQ David J.
Hogan, 2014-06-01 (FAQ). The Wizard of Oz FAQ is a fact-filled celebration of the beloved 1939
fantasy masterpiece starring Judy Garland. It's all here from L. Frank Baum and his Oz novels to the
complete background story of the movie's conception, development, and shoot, with special
attention given to the little-known parade of uncredited directors, casting difficulties, and on-set
accidents and gaffes, as well as more than 75 sidebars devoted to key cast members, directors, and
other behind-the-scenes personnel. You'll find a wealth of fun facts: How MGM overworked Judy
Garland before, during, and after Oz; why director Victor Fleming had his hands full with the
Cowardly Lion and Dorothy's other friends; what it was about Toto that really bothered Judy; the
physical horrors of filming in Technicolor; the racial Oz gag that was scripted but never shot; when
the Wicked Witch was going to be beautiful; why The Wizard of Oz owes a lot to silent-screen star
Mary Pickford; the story of deleted scenes, and a full two weeks of shooting that had to be scrapped;
why MGM star Mickey Rooney was part of the movie's traveling publicity blitz; how the Wicked
Witch was literally blown off her broomstick one day; the place where lions, tigers, and bears really
do live together; singers you hear but never see; the day MGM fired Judy Garland; and much more.
Just follow the yellow brick road!

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz: Uncovering Lives Alan C. Elms,
1997-05-01 Psychobiography is often attacked by critics who feel that it trivializes complex adult
personalities, explaining the large deeds of great individuals, as George Will wrote, by some slight
the individual suffered at a tender age--say, 7, when his mother took away a lollipop. Worse yet,
some writers have clearly abused psychobiography--for instance, to grind axes from the right (Nancy
Clinch on the Kennedy family) or from the left (Fawn Brodie on Richard Nixon)--and others have
offered woefully inept diagnoses (such as Albert Goldman's portrait of Elvis Presley as a split
personality and a delusional paranoid). And yet, as Alan Elms argues in Uncovering Lives, in the
hands of a skilled practitioner, psychobiography can rival the very best traditional biography in the
insights it offers. Elms makes a strong case for the value of psychobiography, arguing in large part
from example. Indeed, most of the book features Elms's own fascinating case studies of over a dozen
prominent figures, among them Sigmund Freud (the father of psychobiography), B.F. Skinner, Isaac
Asimov, L. Frank Baum, Vladimir Nabokov, Jimmy Carter, George Bush, Saddam Hussein, and Henry
Kissinger. These profiles make intriguing reading. For example, Elms discusses the fiction of Isaac
Asimov in light of the latter's acrophobia (fear of heights) and mild agoraphobia (fear of open
spaces)--and Elms includes excerpts from a series of letters between himself and Asimov. He reveals
an unintended subtext of The Wizard of Oz--that males are weak, females are strong (think of
Scarecrow, Tin Man, the Lion, and the Wizard, versus the good and bad witches and Dorothy




herself)--and traces this in part to Baum's childhood heart disease, which kept him from strenuous
activity, and to his relationship with his mother-in-law, Matilda Joslyn Gage, a distinguished
advocate of women's rights. And in a fascinating chapter, he examines the abused childhood of
Saddam Hussein, the privileged childhood of George Bush, and the radically different psychological
paths that led these two men into the Persian Gulf War. Elms supports each study with extensive
research, much of it never presented before--for instance, on how some of the most revealing
portions of C.G. Jung's autobiography were deleted in spite of his protests before publication. Along
the way, Elms provides much insight into how psychobiography is written. Finally, he proposes clear
guidelines for judging high quality work, and offers practical tips for anyone interested in writing in
this genre. Written with great clarity and wit, Uncovering Lives illuminates the contributions that
psychology can make to biography. Elms's enthusiasm for his subject is contagious and will inspire
would-be psychobiographers as well as win over the most hardened skeptics.

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz: Encyclopedia of Populism in
America Alexandra Kindell, Elizabeth S. Demers Ph.D., 2014-02-27 This comprehensive two-volume
encyclopedia documents how Populism, which grew out of post-Civil War agrarian discontent, was
the apex of populist impulses in American culture from colonial times to the present. The Populist
Movement was founded in the late 1800s when farmers and other agrarian workers formed
cooperative societies to fight exploitation by big banks and corporations. Today, Populism
encompasses both right-wing and left-wing movements, organizations, and icons. This valuable
encyclopedia examines how ordinary people have voiced their opposition to the prevailing political,
economic, and social constructs of the past as well how the elite or leaders at the time have reacted
to that opposition. The entries spotlight the people, events, organizations, and ideas that created this
first major challenge to the two-party system in the United States. Additionally, attention is paid to
important historical actors who are not traditionally considered Populist but were instrumental in
paving the way for the movement—or vigorously resisted Populism's influence on American culture.
This encyclopedia also shows that Populism as a specific movement, and populism as an idea, have
served alternately to further equal rights in America—and to limit them.

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz: Apocalypse Television David
Craig, 2023-11-15 On November 20, 1983, a three-hour made-for-TV movie The Day After premiered
on ABC. Set in the heartland of Lawrence, Kansas, the film depicted the events before, during, and
after a Soviet nuclear attack with vivid scenes of the post-apocalyptic hellscape that would follow.
The film was viewed by over 100 million Americans and remains the highest rated TV movie in
history. After the premiere, ABC News aired an episode of Viewpoint, a live special featuring some of
the most prominent public intellectuals of the debating the virtues of the Arms Race and the
prospect of a winnable nuclear war. The response to the film proved more powerful than perhaps
any film or television program in the history of media. Aside from its record-shattering Nielsen
ratings, it enjoyed critical acclaim as well as international box office success in theatrical screenings.
The path to primetime for The Day After proved nearly as treacherous as the film’s narrative. Battles
ensued behind the scenes at the network, between the network and the filmmakers, with Broadcast
Standards and Ad Sales, in the edit room and on the set, including the “nuke-mares” experienced by
the cast. After the director was pushed aside, he contemplated suicide while also engineering a
comeback through the press. But these skirmishes pale in comparison to the culture wars triggered
by the film in the press, alongside a growing Nuclear Freeze movement, and from a united,
pro-nuclear Right. Once efforts to alter the script failed, the White House conducted a full-throttled
propaganda campaign to hijack the film’s message. Apocalypse Television features a dramatic
insider’s account of the making of and backlash against The Day After. No other book has told this
story in similar fashion, venturing behind-the-scenes of the programming and news divisions at ABC,
Reagan officials in the White House who mounted the propaganda campaign, rogue publicists who
hijacked the film to promote a Nuclear Freeze, the backlash from the conservative movement and
Religious Right, the challenges encountered by film’s production team from conception to reception,
and the experiences of the citizens of Lawrence, Kansas, where the film was set and shot, if also,



ground zero in America’s nuclear heartland.

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of 0z: Annuities For Dummies Kerry
Pechter, 2011-02-09 Why look into annuities? If you're a Baby Boomer with little or no pension and
most of your money in low-interest savings accounts, an annuity may be the key to a secure and
comfortable retirement. How can you find out whether an annuity is right for you? Read Annuities
For Dummies, 3rd Edition. This completely revised and updated, plain-English guide is packed with
the latest information on choosing the best annuity for your retirement needs. You'll find out exactly
what annuities are, whether they’re the right financial vehicle for you, and which of the many
annuity options might have your name on it. You'll learn the ins and outs of using annuities to fund
your retirement years, figure out whether to stress investments with insurance or insurance with
investments, and find out how the right combination of annuities can help you squeeze more income
out of your savings that any other financial tool. Discover how to: Identify the main types of
annuities Weigh the pros and cons of annuities for yourself Minimize the complexity and cost of your
annuity investment Figure out how much money to commit Avoid common annuity pitfalls Create an
income you can’t outlive The time to start securing your financial future is now. Annuities For
Dummies, 3rd Edition, gives you knowledge, insider tips, and expert advice you need to make your
money do its best for you.

political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz: (1,375 000 000 000 000 0O OO
1911(English Classics1,375 The Flying Girl by Lyman Frank Baum) [0 000 00(Lyman Frank Baum,
1856~1919), 2024-11-30 » 0000, O00O(English Classics) 00 000! 000 000 000(The Wonderful Wizard
of Oz) 0000 000 000 000 0O0(Lyman Frank Baum, 1856~1919)0 000 00 00 1911(The Flying Girl by

Lyman Frank Baum)[] 000 00 000. 000 OO 1400 000 000 DOO0(The Wonderful Wizard of Oz) 000 0000 O
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000 000 00 00 1911(The Flying Girl by Lyman Frank Baum)[] 000 000000007 000000 TTN Korea [O0[
0(English Classics) 1,99900 00 000, 000, 000 OO ooood! » The American youth has been no more
interested in the development of the science of aviation than the American girl; she is in evidence at
every meet where aéroplanes congregate, and already recognizes her competence to operate
successfully any aircraft that a man can manage. So the story of Orissa Kane’s feats has little
exaggeration except in actual accomplishment, and it is possible her ventures may be emulated even
before this book is out of press. There are twenty women aviators in Europe; in America are
thousands of girls ambitious to become aviators. » (0 000 00 000 OO 0000 0O00(Adventure Fiction)[
007 - 0000 00 0000 000 000 1400(The Original OZ books, 1900~1920) [ 000, 000 000 0 00 00 000 60
[(The Boy Fortune Hunters Series, 1906~1911)00 000 0 00 000 000 OO 0000 OOO(Adventure Fiction)[]
O0.... 00 0 00! 000 00 00 0000 000 0 00 000 O DO(Edith Van Dyne)[0 0000 000 000 0000 0000000 00 00
0 000 00 0000 0000 00 0000 00000, 00 000 00 0CCC 0000 0000 000 0000000. » The money was raised
and placed by Stephen in a bank where he could draw upon it as he needed it. Mrs. Kane concurred
mildly in the plans when they were explained to her, being accustomed to lean upon Orissa and
Stephen and to accept their judgment without protest. Aviation was all Greek to the poor woman and
she did not bother her head trying to understand why people wanted to fly, or how they might
accomplish their desire. » [J] [00(Kane Aircraft)[] 00 : 00 00 OO0 0000 00000, 000 0000 000000 000 00
0 000 00 00(The Kanes)O 0000 00 00 0000 0000 0000- 000 00 00 000 000 00 0 000 000 000000 000 000
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0000 0000, 000 00(Oorissa Kane) 00 00 000 OO0 OO00OO. » “Officer, I accuse this man of an attempt to
murder Stephen Kane,” said he. “You overheard the recent interview in this room and understand

the case perfectly and the evidence on which I base my charge. You will arrest Mr. Reed, if you
please.” » (00 00 000 000 0000 00 O0C - 000 000 00 0000 00 0000 0000 0000 000 000 00 000, 0 0000 00
00 000 000 DO0o0* 0000 0000 00 0 00 0000 0000, 0000 00 00 0000 000 O 00007 » “Oh, one may be

murdered in bed, you know, as well as in an aeroplane. Had those guy-wires not been tampered with
an accident to my brother would have been impossible. Have you stopped to consider, sir, that even
when the planes separated and crumpled under the air pressure Steve’s device asserted its ability to




float, and dropped gently to the ground? Steve managed to get hurt because he fell under the weight
of the motors; that was all. Really, sir, I can’t imagine anything safer than the aircraft. And as for

brawn and muscle, you know very well that little strength is required in an aviator. Skill is called for;
a clear head and a quick eye; and these qualities I possess.” » 000 U000 00 000 0000 0000 OO0 000 O
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meet, hereafter, will want to secure Orissa,” he added, “and so we are about to organize a campaign
to advertise ‘The Flying Girl’ and the Kane Aircraft throughout the United States. Possibly we may
take her to Europe—" p Aside from her desire to operate the aircraft so skillfully that her brother’s
invention would be fully appreciated she was determined to attempt the winning of the ten thousand
dollar prize, which would establish the Kane fortunes on a secure basis. Enough for one untried,
seventeen-year-old girl to think of, was it not? And small wonder that she absolutely forgot the
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looked out from beneath a big black hat with immense black plumes. A black lace waist with black
silk bolero and skirt furnished a somber costume scarcely suited to so young a girl, for Sybil
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political interpretations of the wonderful wizard of oz: [J]J[]1,369 0J0 000 000 00U 000 0000
000 1910(English Classics1,369 Aunt Jane's Nieces in Society by Lyman Frank Baum) ][] (I
0 00(Lyman Frank Baum, 1856~1919), 2024-11-30 » 00000, 00O0O(English Classics) 00 000! 000 000 O
00(The Wonderful Wizard of Oz) 0000 000 000 000 O0(Lyman Frank Baum, 1856~1919)0 00 000 0000
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(The Wonderful Wizard of Oz) 0000 0000 000 00 00 O000(American writer of children's books)[] [0
4100 00, 8300 00, 2000 000 0, 400 000 000 000 Lo00(Prolific Writer)Of OO0(Playwright) [ 0000
[O(Theatrical producer)(00. 0000 000 000 000000 00000 00 000 0000 000 1910(Aunt Jane's Nieces in
Society by Lyman Frank Baum)[] 000 00000000 000000 TTN Korea O000(English Classics) 1,99900 [
0 000, 000, 000 00 00000! » 000 000 000 00 0000 0007 < 00 000 000 1000(Aunt Jane's Nieces Series,
1906~1915)0 000 000 U0(Lyman Frank Baum, 1856~1919) 00 O00(Little Women, 1868)[] 00 00
O(Little Men, 1871)0 00 000 00 000(Louisa May Alcott, 1832~1888)0] 0000 U000 1906000 1918000 100
000 OO0 00 000 O(book for young girls on the style of the Louisa M. Alcott stories)J00. 000 00 00 0000
000 O 00 000 0 00(Edith Van Dyne)00 0000 000 000 0000 CCOOOOO- 0000 00 0000 000 000 1400(The
Original OZ books, 1900~1920) J 000, 000 000 O 00 OO 000 600(The Boy Fortune Hunters Series,
1906~1911)00 000 U 00 000 000 000 0o 0oDooog...- 0O O 0Ot » Perhaps so. It's society at large. But
certain classes have leagued together and excluded themselves from their fellows, admitting only
those of their own ilk. The people didn't put them on their pedestals—they put themselves there. Yet
the people bow down and worship these social gods and seem glad to have them. p» [JJ000(Elmhurst),
0000, 00, 00.... 000 000Gn Society)[!! : 000 O0(Louise Merrick)[] 00 00 00(Mrs. Merrick)[] [ 00 0
0(Uncle John Merrick)(J 0 000 - 000 O0(Louise Merrick), 00000 U O00(Elizabeth De Graf), (00 00
O(Patsy Doyle)[ [0 O00(Fashionable Society)0 0000000 00000. 000 OO 00 00 O COOO(Four Hundred,

the social elite of New York City)[] 0000 000 U O0(Hedrik Von Taer)(0 000 000 0000 000 0000021 »
You're talking foolishly, he said. Why, confound it, Martha, they're as good girls as ever lived!

They're highly respected, and— Sir, I refer to Fashionable Society. The capitals indicate the
impressive manner in which Mrs. Merrick pronounced those words. » 000 00 0000 0000 : 00O O O

[(Hedrik Von Taer)(] [ 0000 0 O0(Diana Von Taer){] 0 0000 00 000 0 00 00 OO0 000 0000 000 0OD 0 0O0
(0000 DO00o. 0o 0 000 Cooo 0 00o 0o 00 oo 0ot 0o boboo 0ooo 0oo 0 booo? 0o, 00ooo 0oooo o oot w

Diana Von Taer can not be called a type. She was individual. Aristocratic to her finger tips, she was
unlike all other aristocrats. An admitted queen of society, her subjects were few and indifferent. She
possessed ancient lineage, was highly accomplished, had been born to the purple, as the saying is;
but none of these things conspired to make her the curious creature she was. » 00 0 00 00O OO..- ...
: 0000 00 000, 020 00 000 0000 000 1907(Aunt Jane's Nieces Abroad by Lyman Frank Baum)[] 00 00
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00 OO0 00 0000 0000 0o0o00. » Never in his life had Charles Connoldy Mershone been in earnest
before. After his first interview with Louise Merrick he became in deadly earnest. His second
meeting with her was at Marie Delmar's bridge whist party, where they had opportunity for an
extended conversation. Arthur was present this evening, but by some chance Mershone drew Louise
for his partner at cards, and being a skillful player he carried her in progression from table to table,
leaving poor Arthur far behind and indulging in merry repartee and mild flirtation until they felt they
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What could a man gain by stealing a girl? If it was Mr. Mershone, does he imagine I could ever
forget Arthur? Or cease to love him? Or that Arthur would forget me while I am away? Perhaps it's




Diana, and she wants to get rid of me so she can coax Arthur back to her side. But that's nonsense;
isn't it, Madame Cerise? No girl—not even Diana Von Taer—would dare to act in such a high-handed
manner toward her rival. Did you ever hear of Miss Von Taer? She's quite a society belle. Have you
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