
political party ap gov definition
political party ap gov definition is a fundamental concept in the study of American government
and politics. Understanding what a political party is, its role, and its impact on the political system is
essential for students preparing for AP Government exams and anyone interested in the workings of
democracy. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the political party in the context of AP
Government, explaining its definition, functions, types, and significance. It also explores the
historical development of political parties in the United States and their influence on elections and
governance. By examining the political party ap gov definition, readers can gain a clearer
perspective on how parties organize political competition and represent diverse interests within the
American political landscape. The following sections will guide you through the main aspects of
political parties in AP Government.

Definition and Purpose of Political Parties

Functions of Political Parties in American Government

Types of Political Parties and Party Systems

Historical Development of Political Parties in the U.S.

Political Parties and Elections

Impact of Political Parties on Governance and Policy

Definition and Purpose of Political Parties
The political party ap gov definition typically refers to an organized group of individuals who
share similar political beliefs and goals and work together to influence government policy and gain
control of government through elections. Political parties play a crucial role in structuring political
debate, organizing voters, and facilitating governance. They serve as a bridge between the
electorate and government officials, helping to simplify the choices voters make in elections by
presenting clear platforms and candidates aligned with particular ideologies or policy preferences.

Basic Elements of Political Party Definition
Political parties are characterized by several key elements that define their role in the political
system:

Organization: A structured group with leadership, membership, and rules.

Shared Ideology or Goals: Common principles or policy objectives that unite members.

Electoral Focus: Participation in elections to gain political power.



Government Influence: Aim to shape public policy and governance.

Distinction from Other Political Entities
Unlike interest groups or political action committees, political parties seek to control government by
winning elections and placing their members in public office. This distinct purpose separates them
from other political actors that may influence policy but do not directly hold office.

Functions of Political Parties in American Government
Political parties serve several essential functions in the American political system. These functions
help maintain democratic processes and ensure effective governance by organizing political
competition and facilitating communication between citizens and policymakers.

Recruitment and Nomination of Candidates
One of the primary functions of political parties is to recruit, nominate, and support candidates for
public office. Parties vet potential candidates and help them gain party endorsement, which provides
access to resources and voter support during elections.

Mobilization of Voters
Political parties play a key role in encouraging voter participation. They educate voters about
candidates and issues, organize get-out-the-vote efforts, and build a loyal voter base to maximize
electoral success.

Structuring of Political Choices
By presenting a coherent platform and set of policies, parties help voters understand the differences
between candidates and make informed decisions at the polls. This structuring function simplifies
the electoral process.

Policy Formulation and Governance
Once in office, party members work to enact policies consistent with their platform. Parties provide
a framework for cooperation among elected officials, facilitating the legislative and executive
processes.



Providing Accountability
Political parties help hold elected officials accountable by linking policy outcomes to party platforms.
Voters can reward or punish parties based on their performance in government.

Types of Political Parties and Party Systems
The political party ap gov definition encompasses various types of parties and party systems,
which differ widely across countries and political cultures. In the United States, the two-party
system dominates, but understanding different party structures is essential for a comprehensive
view.

Major Types of Political Parties

Major Parties: Dominant political parties with significant electoral support, such as the
Democratic and Republican parties in the U.S.

Minor or Third Parties: Smaller parties that often focus on specific issues or represent
alternative ideologies.

Single-Issue Parties: Parties centered around one particular policy concern.

Ideological Parties: Parties based on a broad set of beliefs or philosophies.

Splinter Parties: Groups that break off from major parties due to ideological or leadership
disputes.

Party Systems
Party systems refer to the organization and competition of parties within a political framework. The
main types include:

Two-Party System: Two major parties dominate politics, as seen in the U.S.

Multiparty System: Multiple parties compete for power, common in many parliamentary
democracies.

One-Party System: A single party controls government, often in authoritarian regimes.



Historical Development of Political Parties in the U.S.
The evolution of political parties in the United States reflects changes in society, government, and
political ideologies. Understanding this history provides context for the contemporary political
landscape and the political party ap gov definition within it.

Early Parties: Federalists and Democratic-Republicans
The first American political parties emerged in the 1790s, with the Federalists led by Alexander
Hamilton advocating for a strong central government, and the Democratic-Republicans led by
Thomas Jefferson favoring states' rights and agrarian interests. These parties laid the foundation for
the party system.

Jacksonian Democracy and the Second Party System
In the early 19th century, Andrew Jackson's presidency gave rise to the modern Democratic Party,
emphasizing populism and expanded suffrage. The Whig Party emerged as the opposition, marking
the second party system in U.S. politics.

The Civil War and the Rise of the Republican Party
The Republican Party formed in the 1850s with an anti-slavery platform, eventually replacing the
Whigs as the main opposition to the Democrats. This period established the two-party dynamic that
continues today.

Modern Developments
Throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, political parties have adapted to social changes, including
civil rights movements, economic transformations, and shifts in public opinion, continuously
reshaping their platforms and strategies.

Political Parties and Elections
Political parties are central to the American electoral process, influencing candidate selection,
campaign strategies, and voter behavior. Their role in elections is a critical component of the
political party ap gov definition.

Primary Elections and Candidate Selection
Parties organize primary elections and caucuses to choose their candidates for general elections.
These processes allow party members and voters to have a direct say in candidate nomination.



General Elections and Party Competition
In general elections, parties compete to win offices at local, state, and national levels. Party
affiliation often guides voter preferences and campaign messaging.

Party Platforms and Campaigns
During elections, parties develop platforms that outline their policy positions and campaign
promises. These platforms help distinguish parties and attract voter support.

Role of Party Organizations
Party organizations at the national, state, and local levels provide vital support to candidates,
including fundraising, volunteer coordination, and voter outreach.

Impact of Political Parties on Governance and Policy
Once elected, political parties influence how government functions and what policies are prioritized.
The political party ap gov definition extends beyond elections to the practical realities of
governing.

Party Control and Legislative Behavior
The party in power typically controls legislative agendas, committee leadership, and policy priorities.
Party discipline often influences how legislators vote and cooperate.

Executive Branch and Party Alignment
The president and executive branch officials usually align with their party's goals, shaping
administrative policies and appointments.

Checks and Balances Through Party Opposition
The presence of an opposing party in Congress or state legislatures provides checks on the ruling
party, fostering debate and preventing unchecked power.

Influence on Public Policy
Political parties shape public policy by promoting their platforms and responding to constituent
demands, affecting areas such as the economy, social issues, and foreign policy.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of a political party in AP Government?
In AP Government, a political party is an organized group of people who share similar political
beliefs and work together to influence government policy and gain political power by winning
elections.

Why are political parties important in AP Government?
Political parties are important because they organize elections, help coordinate policymaking,
provide choices to voters, and create a link between the government and the people.

How do political parties differ from interest groups in AP
Government?
Political parties seek to win elections and control government, while interest groups aim to influence
policy without necessarily running candidates for office.

What roles do political parties play in the American
government system according to AP Government?
Political parties nominate candidates, mobilize voters, structure voting choices, and organize the
government once elected.

How does AP Government define the two-party system?
The two-party system, as defined in AP Government, is a political system where two major parties
dominate electoral politics, making it difficult for third parties to gain significant power.

What factors contribute to the formation of political parties in
AP Government?
Political parties form due to shared interests, political ideologies, the need to organize elections, and
the desire to influence policy and government control.

Additional Resources
1. Political Parties and Democracy: A Comparative Analysis
This book explores the role of political parties in democratic systems, providing a comprehensive
definition and analysis of their functions. It examines how parties organize political competition,
represent diverse interests, and contribute to policy-making. The text also discusses variations in
party systems across different countries.

2. The American Political Party System: An Overview
Focusing on the United States, this book offers a detailed explanation of what political parties are



according to AP Government standards. It covers the history, evolution, and current structure of the
two-party system. Additionally, it addresses the impact of parties on elections, governance, and
public opinion.

3. Foundations of Government: Political Parties in the U.S.
This textbook provides an introduction to the concept of political parties within the American
government framework. It defines key terms and outlines party functions like candidate nomination
and policy formulation. The book is ideal for AP Government students seeking a clear understanding
of party dynamics.

4. Political Parties: Organization and Influence
Delving into the organizational aspects, this book examines how political parties function behind the
scenes. It explains the structure of parties at local, state, and national levels, and their role in
mobilizing voters. The book also discusses party platforms and the importance of coalition-building.

5. Democracy in Action: Political Parties and Electoral Politics
This work highlights the relationship between political parties and electoral processes. It offers
insights into how parties develop strategies to win elections and influence government policy. The
book includes case studies to illustrate the practical application of party theory in real-world politics.

6. Understanding AP Government: Political Parties and Their Role
Specifically designed for AP Government students, this guide breaks down the definition and
significance of political parties. It covers essential topics such as party identification, realignment,
and dealignment. The book uses clear language and examples to help students grasp complex
concepts.

7. The Role of Political Parties in Policy Making
This book analyzes how political parties shape public policy through legislative processes and
executive influence. It discusses party discipline, agenda-setting, and the interaction between
parties and interest groups. The text offers a thorough understanding of party impact beyond
elections.

8. Political Parties and Public Opinion
Examining the connection between parties and voters, this book explores how parties reflect and
shape public opinion. It addresses topics like party polarization, media influence, and voter behavior.
The book is useful for understanding the dynamic relationship between citizens and political
organizations.

9. Comparative Politics: Political Parties and Systems
This comparative study looks at political parties across different political systems worldwide. It
defines parties according to various academic perspectives and compares their roles in democracies
and authoritarian regimes. The book provides a broader context for understanding the AP
Government definition of political parties.
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  political party ap gov definition: CliffsNotes AP U. S. Government and Politics Cram
Plan Jeri A. Jones, Lindsay Reeves, 2019 CliffsNotes AP U.S. Government Cram Plan gives you a
study plan leading up to your AP exam no matter if you have two months, one month, or even one
week left to review before the exam! This new edition of CliffsNotes AP U.S. Government and
Politics Cram Plan calendarizes a study plan for the 214,000 annual AP U.S. Government test-takers
depending on how much time they have left before they take the May exam. Features of this
plan-to-ace-the-exam product include: - 2-month study calendar and 1-month study calendar -
Diagnostic exam that helps test-takers pinpoint strengths and weaknesses - Subject reviews that
include test tips and chapter-end quizzes - Full-length model practice exam with answers and
explanations
  political party ap gov definition: Visions and Realities of Party Government Francis G.
Castles, Rudolf Wildenmann, 1986 No detailed description available for Visions and Realities of
Party Government.
  political party ap gov definition: Readers' Guide to Periodical Literature , 1916 Author
and subject index to a selected list of periodicals not included in the Readers' guide, and to
composite books.
  political party ap gov definition: Social Sciences and Humanities Index , 1916
  political party ap gov definition: International Index to Periodicals , 1915 An author and
subject index to publications in fields of anthropology, archaeology and classical studies, economics,
folklore, geography, history, language and literature, music, philosophy, political science, religion
and theology, sociology and theatre arts.
  political party ap gov definition: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2001
  political party ap gov definition: The Lawyers Reports Annotated , 1915
  political party ap gov definition: Campaign Finance Law 1994 Edward D. Feigenbaum,
James A. Palmer, 1995-09 Useful in locating the original documents. Provides quick reference charts
that include citations to the various State codes. Over 100 charts.
  political party ap gov definition: Judicial and Statutory Definitions of Words and Phrases ,
1914
  political party ap gov definition: The Lawyers Reports Annotated, Book 1-70 , 1905
  political party ap gov definition: The South Western Reporter , 1911 Includes the
decisions of the Supreme Courts of Missouri, Arkansas, Tennessee, and Texas, and Court of Appeals
of Kentucky; Aug./Dec. 1886-May/Aug. 1892, Court of Appeals of Texas; Aug. 1892/Feb.
1893-Jan./Feb. 1928, Courts of Civil and Criminal Appeals of Texas; Apr./June 1896-Aug./Nov. 1907,
Court of Appeals of Indian Territory; May/June 1927-Jan./Feb. 1928, Courts of Appeals of Missouri
and Commission of Appeals of Texas.
  political party ap gov definition: United States of America Congressional Record, Proceedings
and Debates of the 113th Congress Second Session Volume 160 - Part 5 ,
  political party ap gov definition: The Southwestern Reporter , 1902
  political party ap gov definition: The Presbyterian , 1902
  political party ap gov definition: The Chicago Legal News , 1906
  political party ap gov definition: Lawyers' Reports Annotated , 1905
  political party ap gov definition: United States Code United States, 2018
  political party ap gov definition: Supplement ... to the Code of the Laws of the United States
of America United States, 1939
  political party ap gov definition: The Jewish Communities of India Joan G. Roland,
Although the Bene Israel community of western India, the Baghdadi Jews of Bombay and Calcutta,
and the Cochin Jews of the Malabar Coast form a tiny segment of the Indian population, their
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long-term residence within a vastly different culture has always made them the subject of much
curiosity. India is perhaps the one country in the world where Jews have never been exposed to
anti-Semitism, but in the last century they have had to struggle to maintain their identity as they
encountered two competing nationalisms: Indian nationalism and Zionism. Focusing primarily on the
Bene Israel and Baghdadis in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Joan Roland describes
how identities begun under the Indian caste system changed with British colonial rule, and then how
the struggle for Indian independence and the establishment of a Jewish homeland raised even
further questions. She also discuses the experiences of European Jewish refugees who arrived in
India after 1933 and remained there until after World War II. To describe what it meant to be a Jew
in India, Roland draws on a wealth of materials such as Indian Jewish periodicals, official and private
archives, and extensive interviews. Historians, Judaic studies specialist, India area scholars,
postcolonialist, and sociologists will all find this book to be an engaging study. A new final chapter
discusses the position of the remaining Jews in India as well as the status of Indian Jews in Israel at
the end of the twentieth century.
  political party ap gov definition: Campaign Finance Law 94 , 1994
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