political cartoons of russia

political cartoons of russia have played a significant role in the country’s political and cultural
landscape for centuries. These satirical illustrations offer unique insights into Russia’s complex
history, governance, social issues, and international relations. From the tsarist era through the
Soviet period and into the contemporary post-Soviet environment, political cartoons have served as a
powerful medium for commentary, criticism, and propaganda. This article explores the evolution,
themes, and impact of political cartoons of Russia, highlighting their stylistic features and notable
artists. Additionally, it examines how these cartoons reflect public sentiment and political climates
over time. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of this compelling facet of
Russian visual and political culture.

e Historical Development of Political Cartoons in Russia
e Key Themes and Motifs in Russian Political Cartoons
e Notable Russian Political Cartoonists

e Political Cartoons in Contemporary Russia

e Impact and Influence of Political Cartoons of Russia

Historical Development of Political Cartoons in Russia

The tradition of political cartoons in Russia dates back to the 18th and 19th centuries, a period
marked by significant political upheaval and social transformation. Early Russian caricatures were
influenced by Western European styles but gradually developed unique characteristics reflective of
Russian society and politics. The rise of the printed press in the 19th century facilitated the spread
of satirical drawings, allowing artists to critique the autocracy, bureaucracy, and societal issues.

Tsarist Era and Early Satire

During the tsarist period, political cartoons were often covert and circulated privately due to strict
censorship laws. Artists employed symbolism and allegory to circumvent repression, targeting the
monarchy, nobility, and government officials. The themes often centered on corruption, inequality,
and the plight of the common people. Despite restrictions, these early cartoons laid the foundation
for political satire in Russia.

Soviet Period and Propaganda

The Soviet era transformed political cartoons into a tool for state propaganda as well as dissent. The
Communist Party used cartoons to promote ideology, criticize capitalist countries, and unify the
populace. Simultaneously, underground and dissident cartoonists created works that subtly



challenged the regime, reflecting the complexities of censorship and expression under authoritarian
rule. The distinctive style of Soviet cartoons often combined bold imagery with sharp political
messages.

Post-Soviet Transition

After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, political cartoons experienced a surge in diversity and
freedom. The newly independent media landscape enabled cartoonists to address a wide range of
topics including corruption, nationalism, democracy, and Russia’s evolving role on the global stage.
This period also saw the influence of digital media, expanding the reach and immediacy of political
satire.

Key Themes and Motifs in Russian Political Cartoons

Political cartoons of Russia encompass a broad spectrum of themes that mirror the country's
political and social realities. These themes often intertwine historical context with current events,
employing symbolism and satire to communicate complex messages succinctly.

Critique of Authority and Governance

One of the most persistent themes is the critique of political authority and governance. Cartoons
frequently depict leaders and officials as caricatures highlighting perceived flaws such as
corruption, incompetence, or authoritarianism. The imagery often reflects public dissatisfaction and
resistance to power abuses.

National Identity and Patriotism

Russian political cartoons often explore notions of national identity, pride, and patriotism. These
works may celebrate cultural heritage or criticize threats to national unity. The tension between
Western influence and traditional Russian values is a recurring motif, reflecting ongoing debates
within society.

International Relations and Geopolitics

International politics is a prominent subject, with cartoons addressing Russia’s relationships with
countries such as the United States, the European Union, and neighboring states. Satirical
depictions of diplomacy, conflict, and rivalry are common, often emphasizing Russia’s position on the
world stage.

Social Issues and Public Sentiment

Beyond politics, Russian cartoons highlight social issues including economic inequality, freedom of
speech, and human rights. These illustrations serve as barometers of public sentiment, capturing the



hopes and frustrations of citizens in visually impactful ways.

Common Symbols and Visual Elements

e Bears representing Russia or Russian power

e Matryoshka dolls symbolizing layered complexity or hidden agendas
e Icons of Soviet imagery, such as the hammer and sickle

e Caricatures of prominent political figures

e Use of traditional Russian art motifs blended with modern styles

Notable Russian Political Cartoonists

The legacy of political cartoons of Russia is shaped by influential artists whose work has left an
indelible mark on both national and international audiences. These cartoonists have employed satire
and artistry to engage with political discourse and social commentary.

Ivan Krylov and Early Illustrators

Although primarily known as a fabulist, Ivan Krylov’s satirical fables inspired early cartoonists who
adapted his allegorical style. [llustrators during the 19th century began developing the visual
language of political caricature in Russia with subtle social criticism embedded in their work.

Yevgeny Kamensky

Recognized as one of the pioneers of Russian political cartoons, Kamensky’s work in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries addressed issues of social justice and government reform. His cartoons
combined sharp wit with artistic skill, influencing future generations.

Modern Cartoonists and Digital Artists

Contemporary Russian cartoonists continue to shape the landscape of political satire. Artists such as
Boris Efimov, who worked through the Soviet era, and modern digital illustrators leverage new
media to reach broader audiences. These creators often navigate complex political environments,
balancing critique and censorship.



Political Cartoons in Contemporary Russia

In today’s Russia, political cartoons remain a vibrant form of expression amidst shifting political
dynamics and media landscapes. The rise of digital platforms has expanded the dissemination and
influence of satirical art, although challenges related to censorship persist.

Digital Media and Online Platforms

Political cartoons have found new life on social media and independent websites, allowing artists to
bypass traditional media restrictions. This digital revolution has increased the immediacy and
visibility of political satire, reaching both domestic and international audiences.

Censorship and Political Risks

Despite expanded platforms, political cartoonists in Russia often face censorship, legal pressures,
and risks of persecution. The government’s control over media and expression has led some artists
to self-censor or seek alternative venues for their work, highlighting the ongoing tension between
satire and state power.

Public Reception and Cultural Impact

Political cartoons continue to influence public opinion and cultural discourse. They serve as
accessible commentaries on complex issues, engaging citizens in political conversations and
sometimes sparking controversy or debate. The popularity of cartoons reflects their enduring role as
a mirror of society.

Impact and Influence of Political Cartoons of Russia

The political cartoons of Russia have had far-reaching effects on the country's political culture,
media, and public engagement. Their influence extends beyond mere entertainment, shaping
perceptions and encouraging critical thinking.

Role in Political Communication

Cartoons act as concise and powerful tools of political communication, distilling complex issues into
understandable imagery. They are used by both opposition groups and state actors to sway public
opinion and frame political narratives.

Contribution to Historical Record

These cartoons provide valuable historical insights into Russian politics and society. They document
changing attitudes, significant events, and political climates, serving as visual archives for scholars
and historians.



Educational and Cultural Significance

Political cartoons contribute to cultural literacy and civic education by encouraging critical analysis
of political systems and social conditions. Their artistic and rhetorical strategies foster engagement
with political processes and historical understanding.

Summary of Social Functions

e Critiquing and holding power accountable

Reflecting and shaping public opinion

Preserving historical memory

Providing a platform for dissent and alternative viewpoints

Enhancing political and cultural discourse through satire

Frequently Asked Questions

What are political cartoons of Russia typically known for?

Political cartoons of Russia are typically known for their satirical and often critical portrayal of
political leaders, government policies, and social issues, using humor and symbolism to comment on
current events.

How have Russian political cartoons evolved over time?

Russian political cartoons have evolved from the early satirical prints of the Tsarist era to Soviet
propaganda art, and now to more diverse and digital forms that address contemporary political
topics, often reflecting changes in freedom of expression.

Who are some prominent Russian political cartoonists?

Prominent Russian political cartoonists include Vitaly Peskov, Sergey Elkin, and Andrey Kuznetsov,
who are known for their sharp commentary on Russian politics and society.

What role do political cartoons play in Russian media?

Political cartoons in Russian media serve as a tool for social and political commentary, offering a
visual critique that can be more accessible than written editorials, though their freedom is
sometimes restricted by government censorship.



How do Russian political cartoons address international
relations?

Russian political cartoons often depict international relations with a focus on Russia's geopolitical
stance, using caricatures and symbolism to criticize or satirize foreign leaders, policies, and global
events affecting Russia.

Are political cartoons in Russia subject to censorship?

Yes, political cartoons in Russia can be subject to censorship, especially when they are critical of the
government or sensitive political issues, reflecting broader limitations on freedom of expression in
the country.

Additional Resources

1. Red Lines: The Art of Russian Political Cartoons

This book explores the evolution of political cartoons in Russia from the Tsarist era to the present
day. It highlights how artists have used satire to comment on government policies, social issues, and
political figures. Richly illustrated, it provides context for each cartoon, revealing the power of visual
satire in Russian political discourse.

2. Satire and Power: Political Cartoons in Soviet Russia

Focusing on the Soviet period, this volume examines how political cartoons were employed both as
propaganda tools and subtle acts of dissent. It discusses the restrictions placed on artists and the
ingenious ways cartoonists navigated censorship. The book offers insight into the complex
relationship between art and authority in Soviet society.

3. Caricatures and Kremlin: Russian Political Cartoons in the Post-Soviet Era

This book covers the dynamic landscape of political cartoons after the fall of the Soviet Union. It
analyzes how cartoonists responded to rapid political changes, economic challenges, and the rise of
new media. Featuring works from prominent contemporary artists, it shows how satire continues to
shape public opinion in modern Russia.

4. Icons of Irony: Russian Political Cartoonists and Their Legacy

Highlighting the careers of influential Russian political cartoonists, this book provides biographical
sketches alongside their most impactful works. It explores how their unique styles and perspectives
contributed to political satire and public debate. The narrative underscores the enduring legacy of
cartoon art in Russian culture and politics.

5. The Kremlin’s Caricature: Political Cartoons as Resistance in Russia

This book delves into the role of political cartoons as a form of resistance against authoritarianism in
Russia. It features cartoons that challenge official narratives and expose corruption and human
rights abuses. The analysis emphasizes the risk and courage involved in producing such art under
repressive regimes.

6. From Satire to Censorship: The History of Russian Political Cartoons

Tracing the history from Imperial Russia through the Soviet Union to modern times, this book
examines how political cartoons have been shaped by shifting political climates. It discusses periods
of flourishing freedom and harsh censorship, illustrating how cartoonists adapted to survive. The



book offers a comprehensive overview of the medium’s political significance.

7. Drawing Dissent: The Role of Political Cartoons in Russian Revolutions

This book investigates how political cartoons influenced and reflected revolutionary moments in
Russian history, including the 1905 Revolution and the 1917 Bolshevik uprising. It shows how
caricatures mobilized public sentiment and critiqued power structures. The work highlights the
potent role of visual satire in moments of political upheaval.

8. Faces of Power: Russian Political Satire Through Cartoons

Examining the depiction of Russian leaders and political figures in cartoons, this book analyzes how
satire has shaped public perceptions of power. It covers a wide range of historical periods and
styles, from early caricatures to digital media. The study reveals the enduring appeal and impact of
political caricature in Russia.

9. Cartooning the State: Political Humor and Russian Identity

This book explores the intersection of political cartoons and national identity in Russia. It discusses
how humor and satire in cartoons reflect and critique notions of Russianness, patriotism, and
statehood. Through thematic analysis, it highlights the cultural significance of political cartooning in
shaping Russian self-understanding.

Political Cartoons Of Russia
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political cartoons of russia: Graphic Satire in the Soviet Union John Etty, 2018-12-18 After
the death of Joseph Stalin, Soviet-era Russia experienced a flourishing artistic movement due to
relaxed censorship and new economic growth. In this new atmosphere of freedom, Russia’s satirical
magazine Krokodil (The Crocodile) became rejuvenated. John Etty explores Soviet graphic satire
through Krokodil and its political cartoons. He investigates the forms, production, consumption, and
functions of Krokodil, focusing on the period from 1954 to 1964. Krokodil remained the
longest-serving and most important satirical journal in the Soviet Union, unique in producing
state-sanctioned graphic satirical comment on Soviet and international affairs for over seventy
years. Etty’s analysis of Krokodil extends and enhances our understanding of Soviet graphic satire
beyond state-sponsored propaganda. For most of its life, Krokodil consisted of a sixteen-page
satirical magazine comprising a range of cartoons, photographs, and verbal texts. Authored by
professional and nonprofessional contributors and published by Pravda in Moscow, it produced
state-sanctioned satirical comment on Soviet and international affairs from 1922 onward. Soviet
citizens and scholars of the USSR recognized Krokodil as the most significant, influential source of
Soviet graphic satire. Indeed, the magazine enjoyed an international reputation, and many
Americans and Western Europeans, regardless of political affiliation, found the images pointed and
witty. Astoundingly, the magazine outlived the USSR but until now has received little scholarly
attention.

political cartoons of russia: Soviet and Russian Press Coverage of the United States
Jonathan A. Becker, 2016-01-05 This book examines changing Soviet and Russian press coverage of
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the United States from the emergence of Mikhail Gorbachev through the presidency of Vladimir
Putin. A new afterword focuses on recent developments in the Russian media and Russian press
coverage of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. Becker argues that due to the absence of a
language to support the reform strategy, the Soviet press presented positive images of its chief
ideological and military opponent, the United States, as a means of supporting political, social and
economic reform. He suggests that the end of the Cold War and the emergence of a more
self-confident Russia means that the symbolic and discursive significance of the United States for
Russia has diminished.

political cartoons of russia: Soviet Russia Pictorial , 1924

political cartoons of russia: Russian Culture in the Age of Globalization Vlad Strukov, Sarah
Hudspith, 2018-12-07 This book brings together scholars from across a variety of disciplines who
use different methodologies to interrogate the changing nature of Russian culture in the twenty-first
century. The book considers a wide range of cultural forms that have been instrumental in
globalizing Russia. These include literature, art, music, film, media, the internet, sport, urban
spaces, and the Russian language. The book pays special attention to the processes by which
cultural producers negotiate between Russian government and global cultural capital. It focuses on
the issues of canon, identity, soft power and cultural exchange. The book provides a conceptual
framework for analyzing Russia as a transnational entity and its contemporary culture in the
globalized world.

political cartoons of russia: The Jews in Poland and Russia Antony Polonsky, 2010-06-17 A
comprehensive survey-socio-political, economic, and religious-of Jewish life in Poland and Russia.
Wherever possible, contemporary Jewish writings are used to illustrate how Jews felt and reacted to
new situations and ideas.

political cartoons of russia: Images of Otherness in Russia, 1547-1917 Kati Parppei, Bulat
Rakhimzianov, 2023-04-25 Defining the Others, “them”, in relation to one’s own reference group,
“us”, has been an essential phase in the formation of collective identities in any given country or
region. In the case of Russia, the formulation of these binary definitions - sometimes taking a form of
enemy images - can be traced all the way to medieval texts, in which religion represented the
dividing line. Further, the ongoing expansion of the empire transferred numerous “external others”
into internal minorities. The chapters of this edited volume examine the development and contexts of
various images, perceptions and categories of the Others in Russia from the 16th century Muscovy
to the collapse of the Russian empire.

political cartoons of russia: Japan and Russia Yulia Mikhailova, M. William Steele, 2008-08-28
This volume recognizes the growing awareness of the importance of images in international
relations, exploring the phenomenon over three centuries as it relates to Russia and Japan. The
general perception of one country by another - the ‘stereotypical collective mentality’ - is an historic
phenomenon that continues to be a fundamental component in international relations at all levels,
but especially in the political and business arenas, and remains an ongoing challenge for future
generations. Bringing together international scholars from various disciplines, this innovative study
focuses especially on modes of seeing and on the enigma of visual experience. It draws on numerous
visual representations from propaganda posters and cartoons to artworks and films and to more
recent media, such as television, the internet, pop-culture icons, as well as direct visual encounters.
The volume raises questions of how different cultures observe, understand and represent each other,
how and why mutual representations have changed or remained unchanged during the long history
of Japanese-Russian interactions, what mental frameworks exist on both sides of the encounter; and
how visions of otherness influence the construction of national, cultural and social identities.

political cartoons of russia: The Proverbial "Pied Piper" Kevin J. McKenna, 2009 With more
than one hundred-fifty books and three hundred published articles on proverb studies that have
attracted wide attention of folklorists around the world, it is little wonder that international scholars
look upon Wolfgang Mieder as the modern-day Pied Piper of paremiology. For this festschrift, some
of the world's leading proverb and folklore scholars have come together to commemorate Mieder's




sixty-fifth birthday. Authors from Russia, Eastern and Western Europe, Israel, and the United States
have contributed essays representative of the scope and breadth of Mieder's own impressive
scholarship. The Proverbial «Pied Piper» honors Wolfgang Mieder's legendary contributions to the
study of proverbs and contains new scholarship by some of the best paremiologists in the world.

political cartoons of russia: Russia - Art Resistance and the Conservative-Authoritarian
Zeitgeist Lena Jonson, Andrei Erofeev, 2017-10-30 This book explores how artistic strategies of
resistance have survived under the conservative-authoritarian regime which has been in place in
Russia since 2012. It discusses the conditions under which artists work as the state spells out a new
state cultural policy, aesthetics change and the state attempts to define what constitutes good taste.
It examines the approaches artists are adopting to resist state oppression and to question the
present system and attitudes to art. The book addresses a wide range of issues related to these
themes, considers the work of individual artists and includes besides its focus on the visual arts also
some discussion of contemporary theatre. The book is interdisciplinary: its authors include artists,
art historians, theatre critics, historians, linguists, sociologists and political scientists from Russia,
Europe and the United States.

political cartoons of russia: The Revolution of 1905 and Russia's Jews Stefani Hoffman,
Ezra Mendelsohn, 2008-03-26 In this multidisciplinary volume, leading historians provide new
understanding of a time that sent shockwaves through Jewish communities in and beyond the
Russian Empire and transformed the way Jews thought about the politics of ethnic and national
identity.

political cartoons of russia: The Palgrave Handbook of Digital Russia Studies Daria Gritsenko,
Marielle Wijermars, Mikhail Kopotev, 2020-12-15 This open access handbook presents a
multidisciplinary and multifaceted perspective on how the ‘digital’ is simultaneously changing Russia
and the research methods scholars use to study Russia. It provides a critical update on how Russian
society, politics, economy, and culture are reconfigured in the context of ubiquitous connectivity and
accounts for the political and societal responses to digitalization. In addition, it answers practical
and methodological questions in handling Russian data and a wide array of digital methods. The
volume makes a timely intervention in our understanding of the changing field of Russian Studies
and is an essential guide for scholars, advanced undergraduate and graduate students studying
Russia today.

political cartoons of russia: The World Views of the Obama Era Matthias Maass, 2017-11-07
This book presents selected non-US views of the Barack Obama administration. Each chapter
investigates eight years of the Obama presidency from a different national perspective. By bringing
together fourteen country studies from all regions of the world, this volume offers an accumulative
global view of the Obama White House’s foreign policies and bilateral affairs. It provides an outside
perspective on a presidency that was initially greeted with much enthusiasm world-wide, but seemed
to fall out of favor over time in most countries. The overwhelming hope that was associated with the
election of Obama in 2008 turned to disillusionment world-wide; the changes in US external affairs
he promised were only partially fulfilled and the world was reminded that America’s place and role
in the world would not change dramatically, not even under the inspirational Obama.

political cartoons of russia: Japanese Visual Culture Mark W. MacWilliams, 2014-12-18 Born
of Japan's cultural encounter with Western entertainment media, manga (comic books or graphic
novels) and anime (animated films) are two of the most universally recognized forms of
contemporary mass culture. Because they tell stories through visual imagery, they vault over
language barriers. Well suited to electronic transmission and distributed by Japan's globalized
culture industry, they have become a powerful force in both the mediascape and the
marketplace.This volume brings together an international group of scholars from many specialties to
probe the richness and subtleties of these deceptively simple cultural forms. The contributors
explore the historical, cultural, sociological, and religious dimensions of manga and anime, and
examine specific sub-genres, artists, and stylistics. The book also addresses such topics as
spirituality, the use of visual culture by Japanese new religious movements, Japanese Goth, nostalgia




and Japanese pop, cute (kawali) subculture and comics for girls, and more. With illustrations
throughout, it is a rich source for all scholars and fans of manga and anime as well as students of
contemporary mass culture or Japanese culture and civilization.

political cartoons of russia: Iron Curtain Twitchers Jennifer M. Hudson, 2018-11-23 The Cold
War is often viewed in absolutist terminology: the United States and the Soviet Union characterized
one another in oppositional rhetoric and pejorative propaganda. State-sanctioned communications
stressed the inherent dissimilarity between their own citizens and those of their Cold War foe. Such
rhetoric exacerbated geopolitical tensions and heightened Cold War paranoia, most notably during
the Red Scare and brinkmanship incidents. Government leaders stressed the reactive defensive
foreign policies they implemented to retaliate against their counterparts’ offensive maneuvers. Only
brief periods of détente gave glimpses into the possibility of concerted peaceful coexistence. Yet
such characterizations neglect the complexities and rhetorical nuances that created fissures
throughout the long-standing ideological conflict. Grassroots diplomacy rarely coalesced with official
governmental rhetoric and often contradicted the discourse emanating from the White House and
the Kremlin. Organizations such as Women Strike for Peace (WSP), the Committee for Nonviolent
Action (CNVA), and the Moscow Trust Group (MTG) defied policy directives and sought to establish
genuine peaceful coexistence. Traveling citizens posited that U.S. and Soviet citizens possessed
more underlying commonalities than their governmental leaders cared to admit - phenomena
underscored in events such as the San-Francisco-to-Moscow Walk for Peace. Spacebridge programs
railed against the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) and proclaimed that figurative and literal links
between their country and the “Other” proved more conducive to public opinion than “Star Wars.”
Iron Curtain Twitchers examines such juxtaposing rhetorics through three lexical themes:
contamination, containment, and coexistence. It analyzes the disparate perspectives of public
politicians and private citizens throughout the Cold War’s duration and its aftermath to better
understand the political, cultural, and geopolitical nuances of U.S.-Russia relations. Vacillating
rhetoric among politicians, journalists, and traveling citizens complicated geopolitical relationships,
sociopolitical disagreements, and cultural characterizations. These dialogues are contrasted with the
cultural mediums of film and political cartoons to underscore fluctuating Cold War identity
dynamics. Manifestations of one’s own country contrasted with propagations of the “Other” and
indicate that the Cold War lasted much longer and remains more virulent than previously conceived.

political cartoons of russia: Russia-Cyprus Relations Costas Melakopides, 2016-04-08 This
study assesses Moscow's special bilateral relations with Cyprus since the mid-1950s, with particular
emphasis on the post-Cold War years. Melakopides develops the theory of 'pragmatic idealism' when
describing the way in which Moscow's Cyprus policies were meant to satisfy not only mutual
interests but also international legal and ethical principles and norms. The book recalls Cyprus's
dramatic vicissitudes since the 1950s and revisits the controversial 'political realist' policies of
Washington, Ankara and London against the interests and needs of the Greek-Cypriot majority.
Melakopides then goes on to analyse the regional geopolitical context; Turkey's hegemonic
ambitions and its ongoing aggressiveness against Cyprus; Nicosia's current efforts to pursue a
multidimensional foreign policy that also engages Greece, Israel and Egypt; the strong
Russian-Cypriot diplomatic and political relations as well as their relations in trade, banking, energy,
tourism, culture, energy and defence; and the origins of Russia's historical, religious and 'spiritual’
sentiments and bonds towards Hellenism and Cyprus.

political cartoons of russia: Unattainable Bride Russia Ellen Rutten, 2010-03-08
Throughout the twentieth century and continuing today, personifications of Russia as a bride occur
in a wide range of Russian texts and visual representations, from literature and political and
philosophical treatises to cartoons and tattoos. Invariably, this metaphor functions in the context of a
political gender allegory, which represents the relationships between Russia, the intelligentsia, and
the Russian state, as a competition of two male suitors for the former’s love. In Unattainable Bride
Russia, Ellen Rutten focuses on the metaphorical role the intelligentsia plays as Russia’s rejected or
ineffectual suitor. Rutten finds that this metaphor, which she covers from its prehistory in folklore to




present-day pop culture references to Vladimir Putin, is still powerful, but has generated scarce
scholarly consideration. Unattainable Bride Russia locates the cultural thread and places the
political metaphor in a broad contemporary and social context, thus paying it the attention to which
it is entitled as one of Russia’s modern cultural myths.

political cartoons of russia: The Creation of Yiddish and Judeo-Spanish Newspaper
Cultures in the Russian and Ottoman Empires Sarah Abrevaya Stein, 1999

political cartoons of russia: Tiny Revolutions in Russia Bruce Friend Adams, 2005 This book
presents a large collection of anecdotes and jokes from different periods of the twentieth century to
provide an unusual perspective on Soviet and Russian history. Anecdotes and jokes were a hidden
form of discursive communication in the Soviet era, lampooning official practices and acting as a
confidential form of self-affirmation. They were not necessarily anti-Soviet, by their very nature both
criticising existing reality and acting as a form of acquiescence. Above all they provide invaluable
insights into everyday life, and the attitudes and concerns of ordinary people. The book also includes
anecdotes and jokes from the post-Soviet period, when ordinary people in Russia continued to have
to cope with rather grim reality, and the compiler provides extensive introductory and explanatory
matter to set the anecdotes and jokes in context.

political cartoons of russia: The Politicization of Russian Orthodoxy Anastasia V Mitrofanova,
2005-07-26 This book analyzes the ideologies of politicized Orthodox Christianity in today Russia
including fundamentalism, pan-Slavism, neo-Eurasianism, Orthodox communism and nationalism.
Apart from textual analysis, the volume provides a description of the specific subculture of political
Orthodoxy, i.e. its language, symbols, art, mass media, hangouts and dresscode. This study
represents the first scholarly examination of these topics. Unlike other publications on the
politicization of Orthodoxy, it is focused not on the political ambitions of the Russian Orthodox
Church (ROC), but on political movements ideologically based on their own interpretations of the
Orthodox doctrine, often contravening the canonical version. The book demonstrates that the
“political Orthodox” or “Orthodox patriots” are a specific branch of believers who frequently do not
practice Orthodoxy properly, inventing, instead, their own quasi-Orthodox rituals. The volume shows
that the ROC is not responsible for such religious politicization and that the community of the
political Orthodox is rather guided by religiously oriented lay intellectuals. The book provides a brief
analysis of this intellectual community. Finally, the volume demonstrates that, even in the absence of
significant electoral achievements, some religio-political Orthodox movements—namely,
fundamentalists and nationalists—have been able to gain public support at the grassroots level. They
have been able to infiltrate larger and more moderate political organizations thus contributing to a
general “Orthodoxization” of Russian political discourse.

political cartoons of russia: Cartoon Conflicts Richard Scully, Paulo Jorge Fernandes, Ritu
Gairola Khanduri, 2025-07-28 This edited collection of new research highlights the way in which the
cartoon - long regarded as a staple of journalism and freedom of expression - faces new challenges
in the twenty-first century that can be far better understood and appreciated if one takes an
historical perspective. Current debates over the limits of freedom of expression, 'political
correctness', and 'cancel culture' all have their precedents in past controversies over cartoons and
caricature; indeed there is a definite continuum between these past instances of debate and their
present manifestations. Chapters 2 and 10 are available open access under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License via link.springer.com.
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