
meditation meaning in urdu

meditation meaning in urdu is a topic that has gained significant interest among Urdu-
speaking communities seeking spiritual growth, mental peace, and holistic well-being.
Meditation, known as "مراقبہ" or "تفکر" in Urdu, encompasses various techniques aimed
at focusing the mind, reducing stress, and enhancing self-awareness. This article explores
the comprehensive meaning of meditation in Urdu, its historical roots, cultural
significance, practical benefits, and different meditation methods. Additionally, it
discusses how meditation integrates with Islamic and South Asian traditions, providing a
holistic understanding of this ancient practice. The following sections will guide readers
through the depth of meditation meaning in Urdu, its application, and relevance in modern
life.
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Understanding Meditation Meaning in Urdu
The term "meditation" in English translates to "مراقبہ" or "تفکر" in Urdu, which
fundamentally refers to the act of deep thinking, contemplation, or focused reflection.
Meditation involves a deliberate practice of concentrating the mind or entering a state of
mindful awareness. In Urdu, these terms emphasize both the mental and spiritual aspects
of meditation. It is not merely a relaxation technique but a profound mental exercise
aimed at achieving inner calm, clarity, and enlightenment.

Definition and Explanation
In the Urdu language, "مراقبہ" literally means "observation" or "watchfulness," implying a
state of attentive awareness. "تفکر" means "reflection" or "thoughtful consideration,"
highlighting the cognitive aspect of meditation. Together, these words convey the essence
of meditation as a disciplined practice of observing one’s thoughts, emotions, and
surroundings without judgment.



Common Misconceptions
Many Urdu speakers might associate meditation solely with religious or mystical
practices, but meditation meaning in Urdu extends beyond spiritual realms. It also
includes psychological and therapeutic techniques used for stress relief and mental health
improvement. Understanding this broader perspective helps to appreciate meditation as a
versatile practice suitable for people of diverse backgrounds.

Historical and Cultural Context of Meditation in
Urdu
The concept of meditation has deep roots in South Asian cultures, including those where
Urdu is spoken. Over centuries, meditation has been an integral part of various spiritual
traditions, including Sufism, Hinduism, and Buddhism, influencing Urdu literature and
thought.

Meditation in Classical Urdu Literature
Classical Urdu poetry and prose often reference states of contemplation and spiritual
introspection akin to meditation. Poets like Mir Taqi Mir and Allama Iqbal explored
themes of self-awareness and inner reflection, which resonate with meditation’s core
principles.

Sufism and Meditation
Sufism, the mystical dimension of Islam, has contributed significantly to meditation
practices in Urdu-speaking regions. Sufi meditation, or "مراقبہ," involves chanting,
breathing exercises, and silent reflection to attain closeness to God. This tradition
enriches the spiritual understanding of meditation meaning in Urdu.

Types and Techniques of Meditation
Meditation encompasses various forms and techniques, many of which are practiced
widely within Urdu-speaking communities. Each method serves different purposes, from
relaxation to spiritual enlightenment.

Mindfulness Meditation
This technique focuses on being fully present in the moment, observing thoughts and
sensations without attachment. It aligns closely with the Urdu concept of "حاضر دماغی"
(present-mindedness).



Concentration Meditation
In this method, practitioners focus intently on a single object, sound, or mantra. The
practice of repeating a "ذکر" (remembrance or invocation) is common in Urdu spiritual
traditions and serves as a form of concentration meditation.

Guided Meditation
Guided meditation involves following instructions from a teacher or audio guide, often
used for relaxation and stress reduction. This form is increasingly popular among Urdu
speakers seeking mental health benefits.

Types of Meditation Techniques

Breath Awareness (توجہ سانس پر)

Mantra Repetition (ذکر)

Visualization (تصور)

Body Scan (جسم کی جانچ)

Walking Meditation (چلتے ہوئے مراقبہ)

Benefits of Meditation
Meditation offers numerous physical, mental, and spiritual benefits. Recognizing these
advantages helps explain why meditation meaning in Urdu is increasingly embraced in
contemporary wellness practices.

Mental Health Benefits
Regular meditation improves focus, reduces anxiety, and combats depression. It promotes
emotional stability and enhances cognitive functioning, contributing to overall mental
well-being.

Physical Health Benefits
Meditation helps lower blood pressure, improve sleep quality, and reduce chronic pain.
These physiological benefits are well-documented and contribute to healthier living.



Spiritual and Emotional Benefits
For many Urdu speakers, meditation fosters a deeper connection with their inner self and
spirituality. It cultivates patience, compassion, and a sense of peace, which are central to
many cultural and religious values.

Meditation and Its Relation to Islamic Teachings
Meditation meaning in Urdu is closely intertwined with Islamic spiritual practices,
especially within Sufism and traditional Islamic teachings.

Dhikr: The Islamic Form of Meditation
or Dhikr refers to the remembrance of God through repeated invocation of divine "ذکر"
names or phrases. It serves as a meditative practice promoting mindfulness and spiritual
purification, paralleling meditation techniques found globally.

Quranic Reflection and Contemplation
The Quran encourages believers to reflect (تفکر) on the signs of God in creation and
scripture, which aligns with the meditative process of deep contemplation and awareness.

Practical Tips for Practicing Meditation
Implementing meditation into daily life can be straightforward with a few practical
guidelines designed to suit Urdu-speaking practitioners.

Setting a Comfortable Environment
Choose a quiet, clean space free from distractions. Comfort aids in maintaining focus
during meditation sessions.

Consistent Practice
Establish a regular routine, even if only for 5–10 minutes daily. Consistency is key to
experiencing the full benefits of meditation.

Focus on Breath and Posture
Maintain an upright posture and concentrate on natural breathing. This helps in calming
the mind and body.



Use of Mantras and Dhikr
Incorporate simple Urdu or Arabic mantras, such as "الله" (Allah) or "سبحان الله"
(Subhan Allah), to aid concentration and deepen spiritual connection.

Patience and Non-Judgment
Allow thoughts to come and go without judgment. Meditation is a gradual process
requiring patience and self-compassion.

Choose a quiet and comfortable place.1.

Set a fixed time daily for meditation.2.

Start with short sessions and gradually increase duration.3.

Focus on your breath or a chosen mantra.4.

Practice patience and avoid self-criticism.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

Meditation meaning in Urdu کیا ہے؟
Meditation کا مطلب ہے مراقبہ، یعنی ذہنی سکون اور توجہ مرکوز کرنے کا عمل۔

Meditation کا اردو میں مفہوم کیا ہے؟
Meditation کا اردو میں مفہوم 'مراقبہ' ہے جو ذہنی سکون اور خاموشی کی حالت کو ظاہر کرتا
ہے۔

میں کیا فرق ہے؟ Meditation مراقبہ اور
ایک ہی عمل کے دو مختلف زبانوں میں نام ہیں، دونوں کا مطلب ذہنی Meditation مراقبہ اور
توجہ اور سکون کی حالت ہے۔

Meditation کرنے کے فائدے کیا ہیں؟
Meditation دماغی سکون، ذہنی تناؤ میں کمی، بہتر نیند، اور توجہ میں اضافہ کرتا ہے۔

Meditation کا ترجمہ اردو میں کیسے کریں؟
Meditation کا ترجمہ اردو میں 'مراقبہ' یا 'دھیان' کے طور پر کیا جاتا ہے۔



کا کوئی مخصوص طریقہ اردو زبان میں موجود Meditation کیا
ہے؟
جی ہاں، اردو زبان میں مراقبہ کے مختلف طریقے بیان کیے گئے ہیں جن میں ذہن کو مرکوز کرنا
اور خاموشی اختیار کرنا شامل ہے۔

Meditation اور ذہنی سکون میں کیا تعلق ہے؟
Meditation ذہنی سکون حاصل کرنے کا ایک مؤثر طریقہ ہے جو ذہن کو پرسکون اور متوازن بناتا
ہے۔

کا کوئی روحانی معنی بھی ہے؟ Meditation کیا
کا مطلب بعض اوقات روحانی غوروفکر اور اللہ کے قربت حاصل کرنے کا Meditation ،جی ہاں
ذریعہ بھی سمجھا جاتا ہے۔

Meditation کے دوران کیا کرنا چاہیے؟
Meditation کے دوران آنکھیں بند کر کے گہری سانسیں لینی چاہیے اور ذہن کو کسی ایک چیز پر
مرکوز رکھنا چاہیے۔

Meditation کا استعمال روزمرہ زندگی میں کیسے کیا جا سکتا
ہے؟
کو ذہنی دباؤ کم کرنے، توجہ بہتر بنانے اور سکون حاصل کرنے Meditation روزمرہ زندگی میں
کے لیے استعمال کیا جا سکتا ہے۔

Additional Resources
مراقبہ کی حقیقت: ایک جامع رہنمائی .1
یہ کتاب مراقبہ کے اصل معنی اور اس کے روحانی فوائد پر روشنی ڈالتی ہے۔ مصنف نے آسان
زبان میں مراقبہ کی تکنیکیں اور ان کے اثرات کو بیان کیا ہے۔ یہ کتاب خاص طور پر اردو
پڑھنے والوں کے لیے مفید ہے جو مراقبہ کو اپنی روزمرہ زندگی میں شامل کرنا چاہتے ہیں۔

2. اردو میں مراقبہ کی تعلیمات
یہ کتاب مراقبہ کی مختلف اقسام اور ان کے نفسیاتی فوائد کا جائزہ پیش کرتی ہے۔ اس میں
مراقبہ کے تاریخی پس منظر اور اس کے ثقافتی معنی بھی بیان کیے گئے ہیں۔ قارئین کو مراقبہ
کی مشق کرنے کے عملی طریقے بھی سکھائے گئے ہیں۔

3. مراقبہ اور ذہنی سکون: اردو میں رہنمائی
یہ کتاب ذہنی دباؤ اور اضطراب سے نجات کے لیے مراقبہ کی اہمیت پر مبنی ہے۔ کتاب میں
روزمرہ زندگی میں مراقبہ کو شامل کرنے کی مفید تجاویز دی گئی ہیں۔ یہ کتاب ذہنی سکون
حاصل کرنے کے خواہشمند افراد کے لیے بہترین ہے۔

4. مراقبہ کے فلسفے کی اردو وضاحت
یہ کتاب مراقبہ کے پیچھے فلسفیانہ خیالات کو اردو زبان میں آسان الفاظ میں بیان کرتی
ہے۔ مصنف نے مراقبہ کو روحانی اور ذہنی ترقی کے لیے ایک وسیلہ قرار دیا ہے۔ کتاب میں
مختلف فلسفیوں کے نظریات کا بھی حوالہ دیا گیا ہے۔



5. مراقبہ: اردو میں ایک روحانی سفر
یہ کتاب مراقبہ کو ایک روحانی تجربہ اور ذاتی ترقی کے عمل کے طور پر پیش کرتی ہے۔ اس میں
مراقبہ کی مختلف اقسام اور ان کے اثرات کی تفصیل دی گئی ہے۔ قارئین کو اپنے اندرونی
مسائل کو سمجھنے اور حل کرنے میں مدد ملتی ہے۔

6. مراقبہ کی بنیادی اصطلاحات اور معانی
یہ کتاب اردو زبان میں مراقبہ کے اہم الفاظ اور اصطلاحات کی وضاحت کرتی ہے۔ اس میں
مراقبہ سے متعلق مختلف تصورات اور ان کے معنی آسان انداز میں بیان کیے گئے ہیں۔ یہ کتاب
طلباء اور ابتدائیوں کے لیے خاص طور پر مفید ہے۔

7. مراقبہ کی دنیا: اردو میں تحقیق اور تجزیہ
یہ کتاب مراقبہ کے موضوع پر تحقیقی مضامین اور تجزیات پر مشتمل ہے۔ مصنف نے مختلف
ثقافتوں میں مراقبہ کے معنی اور اس کے نفسیاتی اثرات کا موازنہ کیا ہے۔ یہ کتاب علمی
تحقیق میں دلچسپی رکھنے والوں کے لیے بہترین ہے۔

8. مراقبہ اور خود شناسی: اردو میں گہرا مطالعہ
یہ کتاب مراقبہ کو خود شناسی اور ذاتی بیداری کے لیے ایک ذریعہ قرار دیتی ہے۔ مصنف نے
مراقبہ کے ذریعے خود کو بہتر سمجھنے کے طریقے بیان کیے ہیں۔ یہ کتاب ان افراد کے لیے ہے
جو اپنی زندگی میں گہرائی اور معنویت چاہتے ہیں۔

9. مراقبہ کی روحانی معانی اور اردو تاثرات
یہ کتاب مراقبہ کے روحانی پہلوؤں اور ان کے اردو ادب میں اظہار پر مرکوز ہے۔ اس میں
مختلف اردو شاعروں اور ادیبوں کے مراقبہ سے متعلق خیالات شامل ہیں۔ قارئین کو مراقبہ کی
معنویت کو ادبی تناظر میں سمجھنے کا موقع ملتا ہے۔
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  meditation meaning in urdu: Urdu/Hindi: An Artificial Divide Abdul Jamil Khan, 2006 In a
blow against the British Empire, Khan suggests that London artificially divided India's Hindu and
Muslim populations by splitting their one language in two, then burying the evidence in obscure
scholarly works outside the public view. All language is political -- and so is the boundary between
one language and another. The author analyzes the origins of Urdu, one of the earliest known
languages, and propounds the iconoclastic views that Hindi came from pre-Aryan Dravidian and
Austric-Munda, not from Aryan's Sanskrit (which, like the Indo-European languages, Greek and
Latin, etc., are rooted in the Middle East/Mesopotamia, not in Europe). Hindi's script came from the
Aramaic system, similar to Greek, and in the 1800s, the British initiated the divisive game of
splitting one language in two, Hindi (for the Hindus) and Urdu (for the Muslims). These facts, he
says, have been buried and nearly lost in turgid academic works. Khan bolsters his hypothesis with
copious technical linguistic examples. This may spark a revolution in linguistic history! Urdu/Hindi:
An Artificial Divide integrates the out of Africa linguistic evolution theory with the fossil linguistics
of Middle East, and discards the theory that Sanskrit descended from a hypothetical
proto-IndoEuropean language and by degeneration created dialects, Urdu/Hindi and others. It shows
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that several tribes from the Middle East created the hybrid by cumulative evolution. The oldest
groups, Austric and Dravidian, starting 8000 B.C. provided the grammar/syntax plus about 60% of
vocabulary, S.K.T. added 10% after 1500 B.C. and Arabic/Persian 20-30% after A.D. 800. The book
reveals Mesopotamia as the linguistic melting pot of Sumerian, Babylonian, Elamite,
Hittite-Hurrian-Mitanni, etc., with a common script and vocabularies shared mutually and passed on
to I.E., S.K.T., D.R., Arabic and then to Hindi/Urdu; in fact the author locates oldest evidence of
S.K.T. in Syria. The book also exposes the myths of a revealed S.K.T. or Hebrew and the fiction of
linguistic races, i.e. Aryan, Semitic, etc. The book supports the one world concept and reveals the
potential of Urdu/Hindi to unite all genetic elements, races and regions of the Indo-Pakistan
sub-continent. This is important reading not only for those interested to understand the divisive
exploitation of languages in British-led India's partition, but for those interested in: - The science
and history of origin of Urdu/Hindi (and other languages) - The false claims of linguistic races and
creation - History of Languages and Scripts - Language, Mythology and Racism - Ancient History and
Fossil Languages - British Rule and India's Partition.
  meditation meaning in urdu: Sufi Meditation and Contemplation Scott Kugle, 2012-06-01
Sufi Meditation and Contemplationoffers fresh translations of three classic Sufi texts from Mughal
India: The Alms Bowl of Shaykh Kalimullah Shajehanabadi,The Compass of Truth by Dara Shikoh,
and Treatise on the Human Body attributed to Mu'in al-Din Chishti.These texts elucidate meditation
practices and the resulting effects. All three come from the Mughal era in India, which witnessed a
flowering of Sufism in innovative personalities, diverse mystical orders and bold literary expressions.
“Meditation is the way to instill the values in the heart, to such a depth that the heart itself is
transformed. The heart then is not merely an organ in the body, and is not just one’s own personal
center; when properly activated through meditation, the heart opens up to reveal the very presence
of God with one and with all. To find this state of loving intimacy is the advice of the Qur’an when it
says, “So remember me, that I may remember you.” And according to Sufi teachings, to meditate
and contemplate is the way to draw God down to you and to allow yourself to be lifted up toward
God. This book presents contemporary English translations of three Sufi texts which are about
meditation and contemplation, which explain why the practice is necessary, how it should be done,
and what effects can be expected from its dedicated performance. All three texts come from the
Mughal era in India, which witnessed a flowering of Sufism in many innovative personalities, diverse
mystical orders and bold literary expressions.” —from the foreword by Scott Kugle
  meditation meaning in urdu: Sufism-The Soul of Islam Sultan ul Ashiqeen Sultan Mohammad
Najib ur Rehman, 2020-10-30 Sufism is a journey. A miraculous one. Filled with hurdles yet easy for
those who are born pure and those who choose. It is the choices and not always the actions as they
could be deceptive. Sufism is the spiritual and mystical aspect of Islam. The esoteric cosmos has
every spiritual blessing, notion and trial. In the universe of Sufism, the destination is being One with
the Divine Essence (tawhid) and the dear friend and leader on this path is the spiritual guide.
Motivation and power to accomplish comes from loving Allah only, as Sultan Bahoo has famously
said, “Only Allah! Everything other than Allah is lust.” The names Allah and Mohammad (Ism-e-Allah
Zaat and Ism-e-Mohammad) are sustenance which strengthen the very soul of man. After all it is the
journey of soul. Deep respect embedded in the heart for the family of Prophet Mohammad (peace be
upon him) is like Noah’s Arc and the sacred Companions are guiding stars. The Mohammadan
Assembly is the determining factor declaring one worthy to embark on the quest of Sufism or to
demote or worse to forever halt. Wolves, brigands and the negative powers that drive one away are
Satan, innerself (an-nafs) and the mortal world. Sharia is the door into this esoteric world. This
journey of gnosis has its own set of guidelines. These can come in the form of inspiration, unveiling,
waham (inward conversation with Hoo ھُو) and ilm-e-dawat (communication with sacred souls of
shrines). This book is all and MORE! A must read for every spiritual traveller. For online reading
please visit https://sultan-ul-faqr-publications.com/ Contact # +923224722766 #sultanbahoo
#sultanularifeen #sultanulashiqeen #imamhusainandyazid #sufismthesoulofislam
#propheticwayofpurgationofinnerself #themohammadanreality #thespiritualrealityofsalat



#thespiritualrealityoffast #thespiritualrealityofzakat #thespiritualrealityofhajj
#thespiritualguidesofsarwariqadriorder #sultanulfaqr #fakir #faqr #theperfectspiritualguide
#thedivinerealityofismeallahzaat #purificationofinnerselfinsufism #sultanulashiqeenbooks
#sultanmohammadnajiburrehman #shamsulfuqara #shamsularifeen #risalaroohisharif
#qurbedeedar #nurulhuda #kaleedultauheed #ameerulkaunain #sufism #haqbahoosultan
#bahoosultan #haqbahusultan #sultanbahu #bahusultan #hazratsultanbahoo #hazratsultanbahu
#sakhisultanbahoo #sakhisultanbahu
  meditation meaning in urdu: Tracing the Boundaries Between Hindi and Urdu Christine
Everaert, 2010 This book sheds light on the complex relationship between Hindi and Urdu. Through
a detailed reading of a representative set of 20th century short stories in both languages, the author
leads the reader towards a clear definition of the differences between Hindi and Urdu. The full
translations of the stories have been extensively annotated to point out the details in which the Hindi
and Urdu versions differ. An overview of early and contemporary Hindi/Urdu and Hindustani
grammars and language teaching textbooks demonstrates the problems of correctly naming and
identifying the two languages. This book now offers a detailed and systematic database of syntactic,
morphological and semantic differences between the selected Hindi and Urdu stories. A useful tool
for all scholars of modern Hindi/Urdu fiction, (socio-)linguistics, history or social sciences.
  meditation meaning in urdu: Atlantic's URDU ENGLISH DICTIONARY ,
  meditation meaning in urdu: Romanized School Dictionary, English and Urdu Heinrich
Ferdinand Blochmann, 1867
  meditation meaning in urdu: Romanized School Dictionary, english and urdu , 1852
  meditation meaning in urdu: Romanized School Dictionary Calcutta School-Book Society,
1864
  meditation meaning in urdu: Musings Of Urdu Masters Inder Jit Lall , 2023-08-19
  meditation meaning in urdu: Tourist Guide to Bangalore , 2003
  meditation meaning in urdu: Shri Gita Rasa Ratnakar Swami Akhandananda Saraswati , A
nectarine compilation of Discourses on Bhagwad Geeta by Swami Akhandananda Saraswati Ji
Maharaj of Vrindavan.
  meditation meaning in urdu: Studies in Contrastive Analysis Iqtidar Husain Khan, 1989
  meditation meaning in urdu: اردو - انگریزی ڈکشنری S. W. Fallon, 1879
  meditation meaning in urdu: Unveiling the Garden of Love Lalita Sinha, 2008-07-11 Epic
love poems often share common thematic elements -love in union, love in separation, and love in
reunion. Discover the common ground shared between Islamic Sufism and Hindu Bhaktism through
their literary expressions. This book examines two classic love poems—The Story of Layla Majnun
(written by Nezami in the Sufi tradition) and Gita Govinda (written by Jayadeva in the Hindu
tradition)—and finds common experiences of love shared between these seemingly disparate
cultures.
  meditation meaning in urdu: Yoga Breath Magdalena Kraler, 2025-04-14 A central practice of
both premodern and modern yoga, prāṇāyāma (breath control) is practised in yoga classes
worldwide. Like the notion of prāṇa (breath, vitality), prāṇāyāma has a longstanding history in South
Asia, constituting the fourth limb of Patanjali's yoga. Since roughly 1850, prāṇa and prāṇāyāma have
been reinterpreted in light of the ideas of Hindu reform movements, nineteenth-century occultism,
science, biomedicine, and transnational hygiene. In this book, Magdalena Kraler traces the history of
yogic breath cultivation between 1850 and 1945 for the first time. She reconstructs how prāṇa
assumed a central role in the cosmological frameworks of modern yoga and how prāṇāyāma came to
be understood as a form of self-cultivation. Engaging one of modern yoga's key practices, this book
not only offers a thorough academic analysis, but also responds to a growing worldwide interest in
breath cultivation.
  meditation meaning in urdu: 1999 , ڈکشنری اردو انگلش
  meditation meaning in urdu: Islam, Race, and Pluralism in the Pakistani Diaspora Craig
Considine, 2017-07-06 This book explores the Pakistani diaspora in a transatlantic context,



enquiring into the ways in which young first- and second-generation Pakistani Muslim and
non-Muslim men resist hegemonic identity narratives and respond to their marginalised conditions.
Drawing on rich documentary, ethnographic and interview material gathered in Boston and Dublin,
it explores the language of fear and how this fear has given rise to a ‘politics of fear’ whose aim is to
distract and divide communities.
  meditation meaning in urdu: The Guru Tradition Chandrasekharendra Saraswati (Jagatguru
Sankaracharya of Kamakoti), 1991 English translation of discourses originally delivered in Tamil.
  meditation meaning in urdu: A Dictionary of Literary Terms and Literary Theory J. A. Cuddon,
2012-11-07 With new entries and sensitive edits, this fifth edition places J.A. Cuddon’s indispensable
dictionary firmly in the 21st Century. Written in a clear and highly readable style Comprehensive
historical coverage extending from ancient times to the present day Broad intellectual and cultural
range Expands on the previous edition to incorporate the most recent literary terminology New
material is particularly focused in areas such as gender studies and queer theory, post-colonial
theory, post-structuralism, post-modernism, narrative theory, and cultural studies. Existing entries
have been edited to ensure that topics receive balanced treatment
  meditation meaning in urdu: Frontiers of Embedded Muslim Communities in India Vinod K.
Jairath, 2013-04-03 This volume approaches the study of Muslim societies through an evolutionary
lens, challenging Islamic traditions, identities, communities, beliefs, practices and ideologies as
static, frozen or unchangeable. It assumes that there is neither a monolithic, essential or authentic
Islam, nor a homogeneous Muslim community. Similarly, there are no fixed binary oppositions such
as between the ulama and sufi saints or textual and lived Islam. The overarching perspective — that
there is no fixity in the meanings of Islamic symbols and that the language of Islam can be used by
individuals, organizations, movements and political parties variously in religious and non-religious
contexts — underlies the ethnographically rich essays that comprise this volume. Divided in three
parts, the volume cumulatively presents an initial framework for the study of Muslim communities in
India embedded in different regional and local contexts. The first part focuses on ethnographies of
three Muslim communities (Kuchchhi Jatt, Irani Shia and Sidis) and their relationships with others,
with shifting borders and frontiers; part two examines the issue of ‘caste’ of certain Muslim
communities; and the third part, containing chapters on Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Mumbai and
Gujarat, looks at the varied responses of Muslims as Indian citizens in regional contexts at different
historical moments. Although the volume focuses on Muslim communities in India, it is also meant to
bridge an important gap in, and contribute to, the ‘sociology of India’ which has been organized and
taught primarily as a sociology of Hindu society. The book will appeal to those in sociology, history,
political science, education, modern South Asian Studies, and to the general reader interested in
India & South Asia.
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