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medicine stick fallout new vegas is a unique and powerful weapon featured in the popular role-playing

game Fallout: New Vegas. Known for its distinctive design and effectiveness in combat, the Medicine

Stick is a lever-action rifle that many players seek out for its balance of power and accuracy. This

article explores the Medicine Stick in detail, covering its location, stats, advantages, and strategic uses

within the game. Whether you are a seasoned player or new to Fallout: New Vegas, understanding the

intricacies of the Medicine Stick can enhance your gameplay experience significantly. The following

sections will guide you through where to find this weapon, how it compares to others, and tips for

maximizing its potential. Dive into this comprehensive guide to master the Medicine Stick and elevate

your arsenal in the Mojave Wasteland.
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Overview of the Medicine Stick

The Medicine Stick is a mid-range rifle in Fallout: New Vegas, classified under the lever-action

category. It stands out due to its unique design, modeled after a classic Winchester rifle, and its

moderate damage output combined with high accuracy. This weapon has a nostalgic appeal for fans of

Western-style firearms and fits well with the game's setting. The Medicine Stick uses .45-70 Gov't

ammunition, which, while not as common as some other ammo types, offers a good balance of

stopping power and availability. In the wasteland, the Medicine Stick is prized for its reliability and

effectiveness against a variety of enemies.

Background and Lore

Within the Fallout universe, the Medicine Stick is known as a hunting rifle that was adapted for combat

situations. Its name suggests a connection to healing or protection, possibly referencing its use by

settlers or as a tool for survival. This lore adds depth to the weapon, making it more than just a

functional item but also part of the game’s storytelling fabric.

Location and Acquisition

Finding the Medicine Stick in Fallout: New Vegas requires some exploration and interaction with the

game world. It is not a starter weapon, so players must locate it through specific means, often

involving quests or scavenging in particular locations.

Primary Location

The Medicine Stick can be found in the town of Novac, specifically in the dinosaur gift shop owned by

a character named Cliff Briscoe. Players can purchase the weapon directly from him once they have

sufficient caps. This makes Novac a key destination for anyone aiming to add the Medicine Stick to

their inventory.



Alternative Acquisition Methods

Apart from buying it, players may occasionally find the Medicine Stick as loot in certain containers or

on enemies, though this is less reliable. Trading with other NPCs or acquiring it through quest rewards

is also possible but rare. Focusing on the Novac shop remains the most consistent method.

Weapon Statistics and Attributes

Understanding the statistics of the Medicine Stick is essential to appreciate its role in combat and how

it compares to other rifles in Fallout: New Vegas.

Damage and Range

The Medicine Stick deals moderate base damage per shot, making it effective against mid-tier

enemies. Its range is sufficient for medium-distance engagements, allowing players to maintain a safe

distance while inflicting substantial harm. The weapon’s accuracy is notably high, especially when

used with the appropriate perks and aiming techniques.

Ammo and Reloading

This rifle uses .45-70 Gov't rounds, which are less common than standard rifle ammunition but pack

more punch. The Medicine Stick has a magazine capacity of 7 rounds, requiring players to reload

frequently in prolonged firefights. The lever-action mechanism means reloads are slower compared to

semi-automatic rifles, affecting combat rhythm.

Base Damage: Approximately 38

Ammo Type: .45-70 Gov't



Magazine Size: 7 rounds

Fire Rate: Moderate, lever-action cycling

Accuracy: High, suitable for precision shots

Advantages and Tactical Uses

The Medicine Stick offers several advantages that make it a valuable addition to a player’s weapon

collection in Fallout: New Vegas. Its balance of power, accuracy, and aesthetic appeal contribute to its

popularity.

Combat Versatility

The weapon is versatile enough to be used against a range of enemies, from human opponents to

mutated creatures. Its stopping power can incapacitate foes quickly when aimed at critical spots,

making it suitable for both offensive and defensive playstyles.

Stealth and Precision

Although not a silenced weapon by default, the Medicine Stick’s accuracy allows for precise shots that

can reduce the number of enemies alerted during engagements. Players who invest in stealth perks

can effectively use the rifle for silent takedowns at medium range.

Comparison with Other Weapons

When evaluating the Medicine Stick fallout new vegas, it is important to compare it to other rifles and



similar weapons available in the game. This helps players decide when and why to choose it over

alternatives.

Medicine Stick vs. Hunting Rifle

The Medicine Stick is often compared to the standard Hunting Rifle due to similarities in caliber and

role. While the Hunting Rifle offers higher damage and better range, the Medicine Stick compensates

with faster handling and a distinct visual style. Ammo availability is also a factor, as the Hunting Rifle

uses more common rounds.

Medicine Stick vs. Brush Gun

The Brush Gun is another lever-action rifle that uses the same ammunition type. It generally has lower

damage but higher fire rate. Players prioritizing rate of fire might prefer the Brush Gun, whereas those

seeking raw power favor the Medicine Stick.

Upgrades and Modifications

Customization plays a crucial role in Fallout: New Vegas weapon effectiveness. The Medicine Stick

can benefit from specific upgrades to enhance its performance on the battlefield.

Available Mods

While the Medicine Stick has limited official mods, players can improve its performance through

weapon repair perks and using high-quality ammunition. Certain mods or perks can increase accuracy,

reduce recoil, or improve reload speed indirectly.



Perks Enhancing the Medicine Stick

Perks such as “Rifleman” boost damage with non-automatic rifles like the Medicine Stick. “Gun Nut”

and “Jury Rigging” allow for better maintenance and repair, prolonging weapon durability during

extended use.

Strategies for Effective Use

Maximizing the utility of the Medicine Stick fallout new vegas involves strategic gameplay choices and

understanding the weapon’s strengths and limitations.

Combat Tactics

Players should leverage the weapon’s accuracy by aiming for headshots or vital areas to conserve

ammunition and increase lethality. Taking cover and engaging enemies at medium range optimizes the

balance between safety and damage output.

Ammo Management

Since .45-70 Gov't rounds are relatively scarce, managing ammunition is critical. Players should

prioritize critical hits and avoid wasting shots on low-threat targets. Scavenging and trading for ammo

regularly ensures sustained combat readiness.

Synergy with Character Builds

The Medicine Stick pairs well with character builds focusing on rifles, stealth, and precision damage.

Investing in perks that enhance rifle damage and accuracy will significantly increase the weapon’s

effectiveness in various scenarios.



Use cover to maximize weapon accuracy

Aim for critical hit zones to conserve ammo

Combine with stealth perks for silent takedowns

Maintain weapon condition through repairs and perks

Scavenge and trade for .45-70 Gov't ammunition regularly

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Medicine Stick in Fallout: New Vegas?

The Medicine Stick is a unique variant of the Survivalist's Rifle in Fallout: New Vegas. It features

higher damage and better accuracy compared to the standard version.

Where can I find the Medicine Stick in Fallout: New Vegas?

You can obtain the Medicine Stick by defeating the unique enemy 'Talon Company Marksman' located

in the Securitron HQ during the 'Render Unto Caesar' quest.

Is the Medicine Stick better than other rifles in Fallout: New Vegas?

Yes, the Medicine Stick generally outperforms many standard rifles due to its increased damage,

critical hit chance, and accuracy, making it a preferred weapon for mid to long-range combat.

What ammunition does the Medicine Stick use in Fallout: New Vegas?

The Medicine Stick uses .308 caliber rounds, which are common and can be found or purchased from



various vendors throughout the game.

Can the Medicine Stick be repaired and modified in Fallout: New

Vegas?

The Medicine Stick can be repaired using standard rifle repair kits or by trading with weapons

merchants. However, it cannot be modified as it is a unique weapon.

Does the Medicine Stick have any special effects or bonuses in

Fallout: New Vegas?

Yes, the Medicine Stick has a higher chance to score critical hits and deals extra damage compared to

the standard Survivalist's Rifle, making it especially effective against tougher enemies.

Additional Resources

1. Medicine Stick: The History of an Old West Settlement

This book delves into the origins and development of Medicine Stick, a small settlement near the

outskirts of the Mojave Wasteland. It covers the early days of pioneers, the influence of the railroad,

and the settlement's decline leading up to the Great War. Readers gain insight into the cultural and

historical significance of Medicine Stick in the Fallout universe.

2. The Courier’s Guide to Medicine Stick

Designed for new players and travelers alike, this guide provides practical tips for navigating Medicine

Stick. It includes details on local landmarks, useful NPCs, and potential quests or encounters in the

area. The book also offers advice on survival tactics and resource management specific to Medicine

Stick's environment.

3. Surviving the Mojave: Stories from Medicine Stick

A collection of firsthand accounts and stories from survivors living in and around Medicine Stick. The

narratives highlight the challenges faced in the harsh Mojave Desert, from hostile creatures to raiders.



This book gives readers a human perspective on the struggles and resilience of those who call

Medicine Stick home.

4. Flora and Fauna of Medicine Stick

An illustrated field guide to the unique plants and animals found in the Medicine Stick region. It

describes edible plants, medicinal herbs, and dangerous wildlife native to the area. This resource is

invaluable for anyone seeking to live off the land or understand the local ecosystem.

5. Raiders and Runners: The Conflict at Medicine Stick

Explores the ongoing conflicts between raider gangs and independent traders near Medicine Stick. The

book analyzes the power struggles, notable figures, and key battles that have shaped the region’s

security landscape. It also examines how these conflicts impact trade routes and local settlements.

6. The Forgotten Vault: Secrets Beneath Medicine Stick

Uncovers the mystery of a hidden vault rumored to be located near Medicine Stick. The author

investigates legends, evidence, and fallout from exploratory missions in search of the vault’s contents.

This thrilling account combines history with speculation about advanced pre-war technology.

7. Medicine Stick's Role in Mojave Politics

This political history book details Medicine Stick’s influence on the wider Mojave region, including its

relationships with the NCR, Caesar’s Legion, and other factions. It discusses strategic importance,

alliances, and betrayals that have defined the area’s political landscape. Readers gain a deeper

understanding of the settlement’s place in the complex power dynamics of New Vegas.

8. Trading Posts and Caravan Routes: Commerce in Medicine Stick

Examines the economic activity centered around Medicine Stick, focusing on trading posts, caravan

routes, and merchant strategies. The book highlights the importance of Medicine Stick as a waypoint

for goods and information in the Mojave. It also covers the challenges of commerce in a post-

apocalyptic world.

9. Legends and Myths of Medicine Stick



A compilation of local folklore, superstitions, and myths told by the inhabitants of Medicine Stick. From

ghost stories to tales of legendary creatures, this book captures the cultural richness and mystery of

the region. It offers a glimpse into the beliefs and traditions that persist despite the harsh realities of

the wasteland.
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