medicine creek sra ne

medicine creek sra ne is a scenic state recreation area located in
southeastern Nebraska, known for its tranquil environment and abundance of
outdoor activities. This natural area offers visitors a unique opportunity to
engage in fishing, boating, hiking, and wildlife observation. Medicine Creek
SRA NE is particularly popular among anglers due to its well-stocked waters
and serene fishing spots. The park's lush landscapes and diverse ecosystems
provide a peaceful retreat from urban life, making it an ideal destination
for nature enthusiasts and families alike. This article will explore the
various features of Medicine Creek SRA NE, including its location,
recreational activities, facilities, and tips for visitors. Below is a table
of contents outlining the main topics covered.
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Overview and Location of Medicine Creek SRA NE

Medicine Creek State Recreation Area (SRA) is situated in southeastern
Nebraska, near the town of Fairbury in Jefferson County. This state park is
centered around Medicine Creek Reservoir, a man-made lake created to provide
flood control, water supply, and recreational opportunities. The area covers
approximately 1,450 acres, including the reservoir and surrounding woodlands.
Medicine Creek SRA NE is easily accessible via local highways and offers a
serene setting for outdoor activities. The park is managed by the Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission, ensuring well-maintained facilities and
conservation of natural resources.

Geographical Features

The park's primary feature is Medicine Creek Reservoir, which spans about 740
acres of water surface. The reservoir is surrounded by rolling hills, prairie
grasslands, and wooded areas, creating a diverse landscape. This variety of
habitats supports a wide range of flora and fauna, making the SRA an
attractive destination for ecotourism. The reservoir's calm waters are ideal
for fishing, boating, and other water sports, while the trails and open



spaces invite hiking and wildlife watching.

Recreational Activities Available

Medicine Creek SRA NE offers a plethora of recreational opportunities that
cater to visitors of all ages and interests. The combination of water and
land-based activities makes it a versatile destination for outdoor
enthusiasts.

Fishing

Fishing at Medicine Creek Reservoir is one of the most popular activities.
The reservoir is well-stocked with a variety of fish species, including
channel catfish, largemouth bass, crappie, bluegill, and walleye. Anglers can
fish from the shoreline, designated fishing piers, or boats. The Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission regularly manages fish populations to maintain a
healthy and sustainable fishery.

Boating and Water Sports

Boating is permitted on Medicine Creek Reservoir, with facilities such as
boat ramps available for visitor use. Non-motorized boats like kayaks and
canoes are common, but motorboats are also allowed with certain restrictions
to preserve the tranquility and safety of the lake. Water sports enthusiasts
can enjoy activities such as water skiing and tubing during warmer months.

Hiking and Wildlife Viewing

The SRA features several trails for hiking and nature walks. These trails
wind through woodlands and along the reservoir’s edge, providing excellent
opportunities for birdwatching and spotting local wildlife. The diverse
habitats support species such as white-tailed deer, wild turkeys, waterfowl,
and various songbirds.

Facilities and Amenities

Medicine Creek SRA NE is equipped with facilities designed to enhance visitor
comfort and convenience while maintaining the natural environment.

Camping Facilities

The recreation area offers both modern and primitive camping options.
Campgrounds include electrical hookups, water access, picnic tables, fire



rings, and restroom facilities. For visitors seeking a more rustic
experience, primitive campsites are available in secluded areas of the park.
Reservations are recommended during peak seasons.

Picnic Areas and Shelters

Numerous picnic areas are scattered throughout the park, featuring tables and
grills. Several shelters are available for group gatherings, family outings,

and special events. These facilities provide shaded spots for relaxation and

meals amidst nature.

Boat Ramps and Docks

To facilitate boating activities, Medicine Creek SRA NE maintains boat ramps
and docks. These amenities enable easy access to the reservoir and support
fishing and water recreation. Safety guidelines and regulations are posted to
ensure responsible use of watercraft.

Wildlife and Natural Environment

The natural environment of Medicine Creek SRA NE is characterized by diverse
ecosystems that support rich biodiversity. Conservation efforts by park
management help preserve these habitats for future generations.

Flora

The park’s vegetation includes native prairie grasses, oak-hickory woodlands,
and wetland plants near the reservoir shorelines. These plant communities
provide food and shelter for wildlife and contribute to the area’s scenic
beauty. Seasonal wildflowers add vibrant colors during spring and summer
months.

Fauna

Wildlife species frequently observed at Medicine Creek SRA NE include white-
tailed deer, coyotes, raccoons, and various small mammals. The reservoir
attracts numerous waterfowl such as ducks, geese, and herons. Birdwatchers
may also spot species like red-tailed hawks, eastern bluebirds, and
woodpeckers. The park’s diverse habitats make it an important refuge for
wildlife in the region.



Visitor Tips and Regulations

To ensure a safe and enjoyable experience, visitors to Medicine Creek SRA NE
should be aware of certain tips and regulations governing park use.

Park Rules and Safety

Visitors must follow posted rules, including speed limits, fishing
regulations, and boating safety guidelines. Alcohol consumption is regulated,
and pets must be kept on leashes. Fire safety is critical, especially in dry
seasons, so campfires are allowed only in designated areas. The park
encourages Leave No Trace principles to preserve its natural state.

Best Times to Visit

The most favorable time to visit Medicine Creek SRA NE is during late spring
through early fall when weather conditions support outdoor recreation. Summer
months are popular for fishing, boating, and camping, while fall offers
beautiful foliage and comfortable hiking weather. Winter visits can be
quieter, with opportunities for wildlife tracking and photography.

Essential Packing List

Fishing gear and appropriate licenses

Waterproof clothing and sun protection

Camping equipment if staying overnight

Binoculars for birdwatching
e Safety items such as first aid kit and insect repellent

e Trash bags to carry out all waste

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Medicine Creek SRA NE?

Medicine Creek State Recreation Area (SRA) in Nebraska is a popular outdoor
destination offering camping, fishing, boating, and hiking opportunities.



Where is Medicine Creek SRA located in Nebraska?

Medicine Creek SRA is located near the town of Cambridge in Furnas County, in
south-central Nebraska.

What recreational activities are available at
Medicine Creek SRA NE?

Visitors can enjoy fishing, boating, swimming, hiking, picnicking, and
camping at Medicine Creek SRA.

Are there camping facilities at Medicine Creek SRA
NE?

Yes, Medicine Creek SRA offers both modern and primitive camping sites with
amenities such as electric hookups and restrooms.

What types of fish can be caught in Medicine Creek
Lake at the SRA?

Common fish species include largemouth bass, catfish, crappie, walleye, and
bluegill.

Is boating allowed at Medicine Creek SRA NE?

Yes, boating is permitted, and there is a boat ramp available for public use.

What is the best time of year to visit Medicine
Creek SRA NE?

Late spring through early fall is ideal for visiting, as the weather is
favorable for outdoor activities.

Are pets allowed at Medicine Creek SRA NE?

Pets are allowed but must be kept on a leash and under control at all times.

How can I make a camping reservation at Medicine
Creek SRA NE?

Reservations can be made online through the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission website or by calling their reservation line.



Additional Resources

1. Medicine Creek SRA NE: A Naturalist’s Guide

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the Medicine Creek State
Recreation Area in Nebraska. It covers the diverse flora and fauna found in
the region, providing nature enthusiasts with tips on wildlife observation
and plant identification. Beautiful photographs accompany detailed
descriptions of the area's ecosystems and seasonal changes.

2. History and Heritage of Medicine Creek SRA NE

Delve into the rich history surrounding Medicine Creek State Recreation Area,
from its Native American roots to its establishment as a recreational space.
The book includes stories of early settlers, indigenous cultures, and the
development of the park facilities. It also highlights significant historical
landmarks and archaeological findings in the area.

3. Fishing and Boating at Medicine Creek SRA NE

A comprehensive guide for anglers and boaters visiting Medicine Creek State
Recreation Area. This book provides information on the best fishing spots,
species available, and seasonal tips for successful catches. It also covers
boating regulations, safety guidelines, and recommended equipment for an
enjoyable experience on the water.

4. Wildlife Watching in Medicine Creek SRA NE

Focused on the diverse wildlife inhabiting the Medicine Creek area, this book
helps readers identify birds, mammals, reptiles, and amphibians commonly seen
in the park. It discusses their habits, habitats, and the best times and
locations for observation. The book is ideal for birdwatchers and wildlife
photographers seeking to connect with nature.

5. Camping Adventures in Medicine Creek State Recreation Area

This guidebook provides practical advice and detailed information on camping
facilities within Medicine Creek SRA NE. It covers campground layouts,
amenities, reservation tips, and campfire regulations. Additionally, it
includes suggested hiking trails and activities to make the most of an
outdoor stay.

6. Flora of Medicine Creek SRA NE: A Field Guide

A detailed field guide focusing on the plant species found in Medicine Creek
State Recreation Area. It includes descriptions of native trees, wildflowers,
grasses, and shrubs, along with identification tips and ecological
significance. The book is an essential resource for botanists, hikers, and
anyone interested in the local vegetation.

7. Geology and Landscape of Medicine Creek SRA NE

Explore the geological features that shape Medicine Creek State Recreation
Area, including rock formations, soil types, and the history of the land’s
formation. This book explains how natural forces like water and wind have
influenced the area’s landscape over millennia. It is perfect for geology
enthusiasts and outdoor learners.



8. Outdoor Photography at Medicine Creek SRA NE

This book offers techniques and inspiration for capturing the scenic beauty
of Medicine Creek State Recreation Area through photography. It covers best
lighting conditions, composition tips, and equipment recommendations specific
to the park’s environment. Photographers of all skill levels will find
valuable advice for nature shoots.

9. Seasonal Activities and Events at Medicine Creek SRA NE

A guide to the various seasonal recreational opportunities and special events
hosted at Medicine Creek State Recreation Area. From spring bird migrations
to winter snowshoeing, the book highlights activities suitable for families,
hikers, and outdoor sports enthusiasts. It also includes information on local
festivals and educational programs.
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