
medicine by lu xun
medicine by lu xun stands as one of the most influential short stories in
modern Chinese literature, reflecting deep social critique and cultural
symbolism. Written by Lu Xun, a prominent writer and thinker of the early
20th century, this story explores themes of superstition, social injustice,
and the tragic consequences of ignorance. The narrative revolves around a
family’s desperate attempt to cure their son’s tuberculosis using a
traditional remedy, which serves as a metaphor for the broader societal
ailments afflicting China at the time. This article delves into the
historical background, thematic analysis, and literary significance of
medicine by lu xun, providing a comprehensive understanding of its enduring
impact. Additionally, the discussion will cover Lu Xun’s writing style,
symbolism, and the story’s relevance in contemporary studies of Chinese
literature and culture.
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Historical Context of Medicine by Lu Xun
The story "medicine" was published in 1919 during a period of intense social
and political upheaval in China. This era was marked by the fall of the Qing
Dynasty, the rise of the Republic, and widespread dissatisfaction with
traditional customs and governance. Lu Xun’s work captures the zeitgeist of
this transformative period, addressing the ignorance and superstition that
many believed hindered China’s progress. The use of traditional Chinese
medicine in the story symbolizes the outdated beliefs that persisted despite
the need for reform. Understanding this historical backdrop is essential to
fully grasp the critical message embedded in medicine by lu xun.

China’s Social Environment in the Early 20th Century
At the time Lu Xun wrote medicine, China was grappling with internal
fragmentation and foreign imperialism. The New Culture Movement, which
advocated for modernization and the rejection of Confucian values, influenced
many intellectuals including Lu Xun. This movement sought to awaken the



Chinese people to the need for social reform and scientific thinking,
directly reflected in the themes of medicine by lu xun. The story’s critique
of blind faith in traditional remedies highlights the tension between old
customs and emerging modern ideas.

Lu Xun’s Role as a Social Critic
Lu Xun is widely recognized as a pioneering figure in modern Chinese
literature, using his writing to challenge societal norms and provoke
critical thought. In medicine by lu xun, he exposes the dangers of ignorance
and superstition that contribute to human suffering. Lu Xun’s approach
combines realism with symbolism, making his critique both accessible and
profound. His works often emphasize the need for intellectual awakening and
social progress, positioning him as a key catalyst in China’s cultural
transformation.

Thematic Exploration in Medicine by Lu Xun
The story is rich with themes that delve into human psychology, social
critique, and cultural reflection. These themes underscore medicine by lu xun
as not just a narrative about illness, but as a metaphor for the stagnation
and fatalism prevalent in society. The exploration of these themes reveals
the layers of meaning Lu Xun infused into the text, making it a seminal work
for understanding early 20th-century Chinese literature.

Superstition and Ignorance
One of the central themes in medicine by lu xun is the destructive power of
superstition. The plot centers on a family who believes that consuming a
steamed bun dipped in the blood of an executed revolutionary will cure their
son’s tuberculosis. This misguided faith in a folk remedy serves as a
critique of societal reliance on irrational beliefs instead of scientific
medicine. Lu Xun portrays superstition as a barrier to enlightenment and
progress, ultimately resulting in tragedy.

Social Injustice and Oppression
The story also reflects the broader social injustices faced by the Chinese
people during the era. The executed revolutionary’s blood, used as a
“medicine,” symbolizes the sacrifices made by those who fought for change.
However, the family’s ignorance and desperation prevent them from recognizing
the true meaning of this sacrifice, illustrating how oppression and lack of
education perpetuate suffering. Medicine by lu xun highlights the need for
social awareness and reform to break the cycle of misery.



Death and Tragedy
Death is a pervasive theme in medicine by lu xun, portrayed not only as a
physical end but also as a metaphor for societal decay. The son’s illness and
eventual death symbolize the failure of traditional values and the urgent
need for renewal. Lu Xun’s narrative evokes a profound sense of tragedy,
emphasizing how ignorance and social stagnation contribute to the loss of
life and hope.

Character Analysis and Symbolism
The characters in medicine by lu xun are carefully crafted to embody the
story’s themes and messages. Each character represents different facets of
society and human nature, contributing to the story’s symbolic depth. Through
detailed character analysis, readers can better appreciate the layers of
meaning embedded in Lu Xun’s narrative.

Old Chuan and the Mother
The parents in the story, particularly the mother, are depicted as loving yet
tragically misguided. Their willingness to believe in the blood medicine
reflects the desperation and helplessness of ordinary people caught in a
harsh social reality. Their actions symbolize the collective ignorance and
blind adherence to tradition that Lu Xun critiques. Despite their love, their
inability to protect their son underscores the limitations imposed by
societal conditions.

The Executed Revolutionary
The revolutionary whose blood is used as medicine serves as a powerful symbol
of sacrifice and the cost of social change. This character, though not
directly present in the story, represents hope for a better future and the
struggle against oppression. His blood, ironically turned into a futile cure,
highlights the disconnect between revolutionary ideals and the people’s
understanding. This symbolism reinforces the story’s tragic critique of
societal ignorance.

The Sick Son
The son’s illness, tuberculosis, is emblematic of the broader sickness
afflicting society. His deteriorating condition mirrors the physical and
moral decay Lu Xun perceived in China. The son’s fate serves as a poignant
reminder of the consequences of inaction and the failure to embrace progress.
He is both a literal and figurative victim within the story.



Literary Techniques and Style
Lu Xun’s writing style in medicine by lu xun is marked by its clarity,
symbolism, and emotional depth. His use of literary techniques enhances the
story’s impact, allowing readers to engage with complex social critique
through a compelling narrative. Understanding these techniques provides
insight into why the story remains a cornerstone of Chinese literature.

Symbolism and Metaphor
Symbolism is a key element in medicine by lu xun, with objects and characters
representing larger concepts. The blood-soaked bun, for example, is a potent
metaphor for misguided healing and false hope. Lu Xun’s use of symbolism
allows him to communicate profound messages about society and human nature in
a nuanced manner. This technique invites readers to interpret the story on
multiple levels.

Realism and Social Criticism
While the story employs symbolism, it is grounded in a realistic portrayal of
life in early 20th-century China. Lu Xun’s attention to detail and depiction
of everyday struggles lend authenticity to the narrative. This realism
enhances the story’s social criticism, making the plight of the characters
relatable and the critique more powerful. Medicine by lu xun exemplifies how
literature can reflect and challenge real-world conditions.

Emotional Tone and Narrative Structure
The emotional tone of medicine by lu xun is somber and reflective, evoking
empathy and sorrow. The narrative structure, which unfolds through the
perspective of the mother and the gradual revelation of facts, builds tension
and deepens the tragic effect. Lu Xun’s careful pacing and tone contribute to
the story’s lasting emotional resonance.

Impact and Legacy of Medicine by Lu Xun
Medicine by lu xun has left a profound legacy in the realms of literature,
culture, and social thought. Its influence extends beyond its initial
publication, continuing to be studied and appreciated for its artistic and
intellectual contributions. The story’s themes remain relevant, offering
insights into the challenges of modernization and cultural change.



Influence on Modern Chinese Literature
As one of Lu Xun’s most famous works, medicine played a crucial role in
shaping modern Chinese literature. It exemplified a new literary approach
that combined social critique with artistic innovation. Subsequent writers
drew inspiration from Lu Xun’s style and thematic focus, furthering the
development of literature as a tool for social awareness and reform.

Educational and Cultural Significance
Medicine by lu xun is widely studied in academic settings, serving as a
gateway to understanding China’s cultural history and literary evolution. It
is included in curricula to highlight the intersection of literature and
social change. The story’s exploration of superstition, injustice, and
tragedy continues to provoke discussion and analysis among scholars and
students alike.

Relevance to Contemporary Issues
The themes explored in medicine remain pertinent to modern audiences,
especially in the context of healthcare, education, and social reform. The
story’s critique of ignorance and the consequences of clinging to outdated
beliefs resonates in contemporary debates about science, tradition, and
progress. Medicine by lu xun thus maintains its significance as a work that
challenges readers to reflect on societal values and human behavior.

Critique of superstition and its effects on health

Symbolism of sacrifice and social oppression

The role of literature in social reform

Legacy in Chinese educational systems

Enduring relevance in modern social discourse

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Lu Xun's 'Medicine'?
The central theme of Lu Xun's 'Medicine' is the critique of traditional
Chinese superstitions and the ignorance that prevents societal progress,
particularly in the context of health and medicine.



How does Lu Xun use symbolism in 'Medicine'?
In 'Medicine,' Lu Xun uses the steamed bun soaked in blood as a symbol of the
futile and superstitious beliefs that people hold onto instead of seeking
scientific medical treatment.

What social issues does 'Medicine' by Lu Xun
address?
'Medicine' addresses social issues such as ignorance, superstition, and the
lack of medical knowledge among the common people in early 20th century
China, as well as the broader theme of societal stagnation.

Who are the main characters in 'Medicine' and what
do they represent?
The main characters are Old Chuan and his wife, who represent the common
people trapped by superstition, and their son, who is sick and ultimately
symbolizes the suffering caused by such ignorance.

Why is the story 'Medicine' considered a critique of
traditional Chinese culture?
'Medicine' critiques traditional Chinese culture by highlighting how blind
faith in superstition and rejection of modern science can lead to tragic
consequences, urging for reform and enlightenment.

What role does the setting play in Lu Xun's
'Medicine'?
The setting in 'Medicine' reflects a society mired in poverty and
backwardness, emphasizing the contrast between traditional beliefs and the
need for progress and modernization.

How does 'Medicine' reflect Lu Xun's views on
modernization and reform?
'Medicine' reflects Lu Xun's advocacy for modernization and reform by
exposing the dangers of ignorance and superstition, encouraging the adoption
of scientific thinking and social change in China.

Additional Resources
1. Medicine
This short story by Lu Xun explores the intersection of traditional Chinese
beliefs and modern medicine. It tells the tale of a poor family who buys a



blood-soaked steamed bun, believed to cure tuberculosis, highlighting the
tragic consequences of superstition and ignorance. The story critiques the
social and cultural obstacles to medical progress in early 20th-century
China.

2. Diary of a Madman
While not strictly about medicine, this influential short story uses the
metaphor of "madness" to criticize feudal society and its oppressive
traditions. It indirectly touches on the psychological aspects of mental
health and the need for societal reform, paralleling the role of medicine in
healing individuals and communities.

3. On the Power of Medicine
In this essay, Lu Xun discusses the limitations of medical science when
societal and cultural problems remain unaddressed. He argues that true
healing requires more than physical treatment—it demands social change and
enlightenment. The work reflects his broader views on the interplay between
medicine and society.

4. Medicine and Society
This piece examines the relationship between medical practices and social
conditions in China. Lu Xun critiques the reliance on outdated remedies and
calls for modernization in both healthcare and social attitudes. The essay
emphasizes the need for education and reform to improve public health.

5. The True Story of Ah Q
Though primarily a social satire, this novella touches on health and medicine
through the depiction of Ah Q’s physical and mental state amid societal
neglect. Lu Xun uses Ah Q’s experiences to symbolize the sickness of the
nation, underlining the metaphorical connection between individual health and
societal wellbeing.

6. New Year's Sacrifice
This story deals with themes of suffering and healing within a traditional
rural community. It portrays the tragic life of a widow and reflects on the
limitations of medical knowledge and social support available to women at the
time. Lu Xun critiques the compassion gap in both medicine and society.

7. My Old Home
In this essay, Lu Xun reflects on his childhood and the conditions that
shaped his views on health and medicine. He contrasts traditional healing
methods with emerging scientific approaches, underscoring the cultural
tensions influencing medical practice in China’s transition period.

8. Medicine for the Mind
This work explores the concept of psychological healing and the importance of
intellectual and emotional wellbeing. Lu Xun advocates for education and
critical thinking as essential components of mental health, linking them to
broader social reforms.

9. Reflections on Epidemics



Lu Xun addresses the impact of epidemics on society and the role of medicine
in combating them. He critiques both the inadequacies of public health
measures and the superstitions that hinder effective treatment. The essay
calls for scientific advancement and collective responsibility in disease
prevention.

Medicine By Lu Xun
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  medicine by lu xun: Modern Chinese Literature in the May Fourth Era Merle Goldman,
1977 One of the most creative and brilliant episodes in modern Chinese history, the cultural and
literary flowering that takes the name of the May Fourth Movement, is the subject of this
comprehensive and insightful book. This is the first study of modern Chinese literature that shows
how China's Confucian traditions were combined with Western influences to create a literature of
new values and consciousness for the Chinese people.
  medicine by lu xun: The Limits of Realism Marston Anderson, 2024-06-12 Chinese
intellectuals of the early twentieth century were attracted to realism primarily as a tool for social
regeneration. Realism encouraged writers to adopt the stance of the independent cultural critic and
drew into the compass of serious literature the disenfranchised others of Chinese society. As
historical pressures forced new ideological commitments in the late twenties and thirties, however,
writers grew suspicious both of the individualism implicit in the realist model and of the often
superficial nature of the sympathies that their fiction evoked in the middle class. Anderson argues
that realism must be defined negatively as a discourse of limitations and is of minimal utility in the
Chinese search for political and cultural empowerment. He shows how hesitations about the realist
model affect the fiction of four representative authors, Lu Xun, Ye Shaojun, Mao Dun, and Zhang
Tianyi. He also considers the demise of critical realism in the face of a new collectivist
understanding of Chinese reality. This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which
commemorates University of California Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds
and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes
high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology.
This title was originally published in 1990.
  medicine by lu xun: Novel Medicine Andrew Schonebaum, 2016-04-01 By examining the
dynamic interplay between discourses of fiction and medicine, Novel Medicine demonstrates how
fiction incorporated, created, and disseminated medical knowledge in China, beginning in the
sixteenth century. Critical readings of fictional and medical texts provide a counterpoint to
prevailing narratives that focus only on the “literati” aspects of the novel, showing that these texts
were not merely read, but were used by a wide variety of readers for a range of purposes. The
intersection of knowledge—fictional and real, elite and vernacular—illuminates the history of
reading and daily life and challenges us to rethink the nature of Chinese literature.
  medicine by lu xun: The Making of Modern Chinese Medicine, 1850-1960 Bridie Andrews,
2014-12-20 Medical care in nineteenth-century China was spectacularly pluralistic: herbalists,
shamans, bone-setters, midwives, priests, and a few medical missionaries from the West all
competed for patients. In the century that followed, pressure to reform traditional medicine in China
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came not only from this small clutch of Westerners, but from within the country itself, as
governments set on modernization aligned themselves against the traditions of the past, and
individuals saw in the Western system the potential for new wealth and power. This book examines
the dichotomy between “Western” and “Chinese” medicine, showing how it has been greatly
exaggerated. As missionaries went to lengths to make their medicine more acceptable to Chinese
patients, modernizers of Chinese medicine worked to become more “scientific” by eradicating
superstition and creating modern institutions. Andrews challenges the supposed superiority of
Western medicine in China while showing how “traditional” Chinese medicine was deliberately
created in the image of a modern scientific practice.
  medicine by lu xun: Traditional Chinese Medicine Paul U. Unschuld, 2018-01-09 A leading
authority explains the ideas and practice of Chinese medicine from its beginnings in antiquity to
today. Paul U. Unschuld describes medicine's close connection with culture and politics throughout
Chinese history. He brings together texts, techniques, and worldviews to understand changing
Chinese attitudes toward healing and the significance of traditional Chinese medicine in both China
and the Western world. Unschuld reveals the emergence of a Chinese medical tradition built around
a new understanding of the human being, considering beliefs in the influence of cosmology,
numerology, and the supernatural on the health of the living. He describes the variety of therapeutic
approaches in Chinese culture, the history of pharmacology and techniques such as acupuncture,
and the global exchange of medical knowledge. Insights are offered into the twentieth-century
decline of traditional medicine, as military defeats caused reformers and revolutionaries to import
medical knowledge as part of the construction of a new China. Unschuld also recounts the reception
of traditional Chinese medicine in the West since the 1970s, where it is often considered an
alternative to Western medicine at the same time as China seeks to incorporate elements of its
medical traditions into a scientific framework. This concise and compelling introduction to medical
thought and history suggests that Chinese medicine is also a guide to Chinese civilization.
  medicine by lu xun: Chinese Fiction of the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries
Patrick Hanan, 2004 It has often been said that the nineteenth century was a relatively stagnant
period for Chinese fiction, but preeminent scholar Patrick Hanan shows that the opposite is true: the
finest novels of the nineteenth century show a constant experimentation and evolution. In this
collection of detailed and insightful essays, Hanan examines Chinese fiction before and during the
period in which Chinese writers first came into contact with western fiction. Hanan explores the
uses made of fiction by westerners in China; the adaptation and integration of western methods in
Chinese fiction; and the continued vitality of the Chinese fictional tradition. Some western
missionaries, for example, wrote religious novels in Chinese, almost always with the aid of native
assistants who tended to change aspects of the work to fit Chinese taste. Later, such works as
Washington Irving's Rip Van Winkle, Jonathan Swift's A Voyage to Lilliput, the novels of Jules Verne,
and French detective stories were translated into Chinese. These interventions and their effects are
explored here for virtually the first time.
  medicine by lu xun: Health Care and Traditional Medicine in China 1800-1982 S. M.
Hillier, Tony Jewell, 2013-11-05 First published in 1983. Beginning with the period of the early
expansion of Western missionary medicine, this account covers the chaotic years of Nationalist rule
to the foundations of the People's Republic in 1949. It trances the major influences on health care
since then and describes the conflicts of State bureaucracy, Party and medical profession in their
attempts to match political objectives in health care to resources available. An outline of the theory
of Chinese traditional medicine, together with detailed accounts of acupuncture and plant drugs are
also discussed, as are specific features of the health care system, such as population control, medical
education, nutrition and psychiatry.
  medicine by lu xun: Routledge Handbook of Chinese Medicine Vivienne Lo, Michael
Stanley-Baker, 2022-06-19 The Routledge Handbook of Chinese Medicine is an extensive,
interdisciplinary guide to the nature of traditional medicine and healing in the Chinese cultural
region, and its plural epistemologies. Established experts and the next generation of scholars



interpret the ways in which Chinese medicine has been understood and portrayed from the
beginning of the empire (third century BCE) to the globalisation of Chinese products and practices
in the present day, taking in subjects from ancient medical writings to therapeutic movement, to
talismans for healing and traditional medicines that have inspired global solutions to contemporary
epidemics. The volume is divided into seven parts: Longue Durée and Formation of Institutions and
Traditions Sickness and Healing Food and Sex Spiritual and Orthodox Religious Practices The World
of Sinographic Medicine Wider Diasporas Negotiating Modernity This handbook therefore
introduces the broad range of ideas and techniques that comprise pre-modern medicine in China,
and the historiographical and ethnographic approaches that have illuminated them. It will prove a
useful resource to students and scholars of Chinese studies, and the history of medicine and
anthropology. It will also be of interest to practitioners, patients and specialists wishing to refresh
their knowledge with the latest developments in the field. The Open Access version of this book,
available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license
  medicine by lu xun: Companion Encyclopedia of the History of Medicine W. F. Bynum, Roy
Porter, 2013-06-20 This is a comprehensive reference work which surveys all aspects of the history
of medicine, both clinical and social, and reflects the complementary approaches to the discipline.
The editors have assembled an international team of scholars to provide detailed and informative
factual surveys with contemporary interpretations and historiographical debate. Special Features *
Comprehensive: 72 substantial and original essays from internationally respected scholars * Unique:
no other publication provides so much information in two volumes * Broad-ranging: includes
coverage of non-Western as well as Western medicine * Up-to-date: incorporates the very latest in
historical research and interpretation * User-friendly: clearly laid out and readable, with a full index
of Topics and People * Indispensable: essential information for study and research, including
bibliographic notes and cross-referencing between articles.
  medicine by lu xun: History Of Medicine In Chinese Culture, A (In 2 Volumes) Boying
Ma, 2020-02-20 This book set covers the last 3000 years of Chinese Medicine, as a broadly flowing
river, from its source to its mouth. It takes the story from the very beginnings in proto-scientific
China to the modern age, with a wealth of historical and cultural detail. It is unique in presenting
many anecdotes, sayings, and excerpts from the traditional classics.The content is organized into
four parts. Part one focuses on the medical activities in Chinese primitive society and the
characteristic features of the witchcraft stage of medicine. Part two traces the progress of Chinese
medicine as it entered the stage of natural philosophy. It also discusses how other aspects of
philosophy, religion, and politics influenced Chinese medical theory and practice at the time.
Chinese medicine, having a kind of social existence, was also impacted by the natural and social
environment, and multiple cultural factors. Some of these factors are discussed in Part three. The
last part concludes by examining the cultural process of Chinese medicine in history and offers a
glimpse into the future of Chinese Medicine.
  medicine by lu xun: Teaching Religion and Healing Linda L. Barnes, Inés M. Talamantez,
2006-10-12 The study of medicine and healing traditions is well developed in the discipline of
anthropology. Most religious studies scholars, however, continue to assume that medicine and
biomedicine are one and the same and that when religion and medicine are mentioned together, the
reference is necessarily either to faith healing or bioethics. Scholars of religion also have tended to
assume that religious healing refers to the practices of only a few groups, such as Christian
Scientists and pentecostals. Most are now aware of the work of physicians who attempt to
demonstrate positive health outcomes in relation to religious practice, but few seem to realize the
myriad ways in which healing pervades virtually all religious systems. This volume is designed to
help instructors incorporate discussion of healing into their courses and to encourage the
development of courses focused on religion and healing. It brings together essays by leading experts
in a range of disciplines and addresses the role of healing in many different religious traditions and
cultural communities. An invaluable resource for faculty in anthropology, religious studies, American



studies, sociology, and ethnic studies, it also addresses the needs of educators training physicians,
health care professionals, and chaplains, particularly in relation to what is referred to as cultural
competence - the ability to work with multicultural and religiously diverse patient populations.
  medicine by lu xun: Science Fiction in Translation Ian Campbell, 2022-01-01 Science
Fiction in Translation: Perspectives on the Global Theory and Practice of Translation focuses on the
process of translation and its implications. The volume explores the translation of works of science
fiction (SF) from one language to another and the translation of SF tropes, terms, and ideas of SF
theory into cultures outside the West. Providing a comprehensive examination of the state of
translation into English, the essays consider how representative the body of translated work of SF is
from the source language/culture. It also considers the social, political, and economic choices in
selecting a work to translate. The book illustrates the dramatic growth both in SF production outside
the Anglosphere, the translation of works from other languages into English, and the practice of
translating English-language SF into other languages. Altogether, the essays map the theory,
practice, and business of SF translation around the world.
  medicine by lu xun: Postcolonial Studies Pramod K. Nayar, 2015-09-28 This new anthology
brings together the most diverse and recent voices in postcolonial theory to emerge since 9/11,
alongside classic texts in established areas of postcolonial studies. Brings fresh insight and renewed
political energy to established domains such as nation, history, literature, and gender Engages with
contemporary concerns such as globalization, digital cultures, neo-colonialism, and language
debates Includes wide geographical coverage – from Ireland and India to Israel and Palestine
Provides uniquely broad coverage, offering a full sense of the tradition, including significant essays
on science, technology and development, education and literacy, digital cultures, and
transnationalism Edited by a distinguished postcolonial scholar, this insightful volume serves
scholars and students across multiple disciplines from literary and cultural studies, to anthropology
and digital studies
  medicine by lu xun: Tuberculosis Control and Institutional Change in Shanghai,
1911–2011 Rachel S. Core, 2023-08-21 This volume is the first book-length monograph on the most
widespread and deadly infectious disease in China, both historically and today: tuberculosis (TB).
Weaving together interviews with data from periodicals and local archives in Shanghai, Rachel Core
examines the rise and fall of TB control in China from the 1950s to the 1990s. The answer to this,
Core argues, lies in the socialist work-unit system. Under the work-unit system, the vast majority of
people had guaranteed employment, a host of benefits tied to their workplace, and there was little
mobility—factors that made the delivery of medical and public health services possible in both urban
and rural areas. The dismantling of work units amid wider market reforms in the 1980s and 1990s
led to the rise of temporary and casual employment and a huge migrant worker population, with
little access to health care, creating new challenges in TB control. This study of Shanghai has major
implications for institutional research on disease control. It will provide valuable lessons for
historians, social scientists, public health specialists, and many others working on public health
infrastructure on both the national and global level. “Core’s study is timely as it deals with an
important problem in public health and healthcare at a time when the world is trying to cope with
the COVID-19 pandemic and other emerging infectious diseases. There are no comparable studies in
English.” —Ka-che Yip, University of Maryland Baltimore County “Based on careful empirical
research and interviews with dozens of patients, Core’s study demonstrates that tuberculosis control
was one of the success stories of Mao’s socialist regime. In our current era—with its proliferation of
respiratory illnesses driven by global capitalism—this public health history deserves to be widely
known.” —Ruth Rogaski, Vanderbilt University
  medicine by lu xun: Edinburgh Companion to the Critical Medical Humanities Anne
Whitehead, 2016-06-14 In this landmark Companion, expert contributors from around the world map
out the field of the critical medical humanities. This is the first volume to introduce comprehensively
the ways in which interdisciplinary thinking across the humanities and social sciences might
contribute to, critique and develop medical understanding of the human individually and collectively.



The thirty-six newly commissioned chapters range widely within and across disciplinary fields,
always alert to the intersections between medicine, as broadly defined, and critical thinking. Each
chapter offers suggestions for further reading on the issues raised, and each section concludes with
an Afterword, written by a leading critic, outlining future possibilities for cutting-edge work in this
area. Topics covered in this volume include: the affective body, biomedicine, blindness, breath,
disability, early modern medical practice, fatness, the genome, language, madness, narrative, race,
systems biology, performance, the postcolonial, public health, touch, twins, voice and wonder.
Together the chapters generate a body of new knowledge and make a decisive intervention into how
health, medicine and clinical care might address questions of individual, subjective and embodied
experience.
  medicine by lu xun: Doctors of Another Calling David K. C. Cooper, 2013-11-26 The medical
profession is rich in those who have made names for themselves outside of medicine. The fields of
literature, exploration, business, sport, entertainment, and beyond abound with doctors whose
interests lie outside medicine. This book, largely written by members of the medical profession,
examines the efforts of doctors in non-medical fields. The doctors discussed here are those who are,
or were, well-known to the public for their contributions to their non-medical fields of choice. In
many cases, the public may have been unaware that a subject was medically qualified. This book
provides wide-ranging and comprehensive biographical sketches of forty-two doctors who are best
known to the public for their contributions to fields outside of medicine.
  medicine by lu xun: Global Medicine in China Wayne Soon, 2020-10-20 In 1938, one year
into the Second Sino-Japanese War, the Chinese military found itself in dire medical straits. Soldiers
were suffering from deadly illnesses, and were unable to receive blood transfusions for their
wounds. The urgent need for medical assistance prompted an unprecedented flowering of scientific
knowledge in China and Taiwan throughout the twentieth century. Wayne Soon draws on archives
from three continents to argue that Overseas Chinese were key to this development, utilizing their
global connections and diasporic links to procure much-needed money, supplies, and medical
expertise. The remarkable expansion of care and education that they spurred saved more than four
million lives and trained more than fifteen thousand medical personnel. Moreover, the introduction
of military medicine shifted biomedicine out of elite, urban civilian institutions and laboratories and
transformed it into an adaptive field-based practice for all. Universal care, practical medical
education, and mobile medicine are all lasting legacies of this effort.
  medicine by lu xun: Imagining Chinese Medicine , 2018-05-01 A unique collection of 36
chapters on the history of Chinese medical illustrations, this volume will take the reader on a
remarkable journey from the imaging of a classical medicine to instructional manuals for
bone-setting, to advertising and comic books of the Yellow Emperor. In putting images, their power
and their travels at the centre of the analysis, this volume reveals many new and exciting dimensions
to the history of medicine and embodiment, and challenges eurocentric histories. At a broader
philosophical level, it challenges historians of science to rethink the epistemologies and materialities
of knowledge transmission. There are studies by senior scholars from Asia, Europe and the Americas
as well as emerging scholars working at the cutting edge of their fields. Thanks to generous support
of the Wellcome Trust, this volume is available in Open Access.
  medicine by lu xun: The Afterlife of Images Larissa Heinrich, 2008-02-20 No further
information has been provided for this title.
  medicine by lu xun: Pioneers of Modern China Khoon Choy Lee, 2005 Amongst the Chinese
exists great cultural variety and diversity. The Cantonese care more for profit than face and are
good businessmen, whereas Fujian R�n are frank, blunt and outspoken but daring and generous.
Beijing R�n are more aristocratic and well-mannered, having stayed in a city ruled by emperors of
different dynasties. Shanghai R�n are more enterprising, adventurous and materialistic but less
aristocratic, having been at the center of pre-war gangsterism. Hainan R�n are straightforward,
blunt and stubborn. Hunan R�n are more warlike and have produced more marshals and generals
than any other province.Pioneers of Modern China is a fascinating book that paints a vivid picture of



the unique cultural characteristics and behavior of the Chinese in the various provinces. Using
leaders in the modern history of China, such as Sun Yat Sen, Chiang Kai Shek, Mao Zedong, Zhou
Enlai, Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin, Hu Jintao and Wen Jiabao as representatives, it offers an in-depth
look into the psyche of the Chinese people. It also pays tribute to writers, painters and kungfu
experts, who have helped to develop the country socially and artistically.
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