medicine 1in elizabethan times

medicine in elizabethan times was a complex and often rudimentary practice
shaped by a mixture of ancient traditions, emerging scientific observations,
and widespread superstition. The period, spanning the late 16th and early
17th centuries, was marked by significant challenges in healthcare, where
understanding of human anatomy and disease was limited compared to modern
standards. Treatments frequently combined herbal remedies, bloodletting, and
spiritual interventions, reflecting the prevailing beliefs of humoral theory
and the influence of religion. Despite these limitations, the Elizabethan era
saw the beginnings of more organized medical practice and institutions,
laying groundwork for future advancements. This article explores the key
aspects of medicine in Elizabethan times, including medical theories, common
treatments, the role of physicians and surgeons, and the impact of diseases
such as the plague. The following sections provide a detailed overview of
these topics for a comprehensive understanding of healthcare during this
historical period.

e Theories and Beliefs in Elizabethan Medicine
e Medical Practitioners and Their Roles

e Common Treatments and Remedies

e Diseases and Epidemics in Elizabethan Times

e Medical Institutions and Public Health

Theories and Beliefs in Elizabethan Medicine

Medicine in Elizabethan times was deeply influenced by ancient medical
theories, particularly the humoral theory originating from Hippocrates and
Galen. This framework posited that the human body contained four
humors—blood, phlegm, black bile, and yellow bile—whose balance was essential
for health. Illness was believed to result from an imbalance of these humors,
and treatments aimed to restore harmony. Additionally, astrology and
spiritual beliefs played significant roles in diagnosis and therapy, with
many attributing illness to supernatural causes or divine punishment.

The Humoral Theory

The humoral theory dominated medical thinking and dictated many treatment
approaches. Physicians assessed patients’ symptoms to determine which humor
was in excess or deficient. For example, a fever was often interpreted as an



excess of blood, leading to treatments such as bloodletting to remove the
surplus. This theory also influenced diet, exercise, and lifestyle
recommendations designed to maintain humor balance.

Astrology and Superstition

Astrology was an integral part of medicine in Elizabethan times, with
practitioners consulting star charts to diagnose illnesses and determine
auspicious times for treatments. Superstitions and charms were commonly used
alongside herbal remedies to ward off evil spirits or curses believed to
cause disease. The blending of science and superstition reflects the limited
understanding of pathology during the era.

Medical Practitioners and Their Roles

The medical landscape of Elizabethan England was diverse, with several types
of practitioners providing care to the population. These included university-
trained physicians, barber-surgeons, apothecaries, and folk healers. Each had
distinct roles, levels of training, and social status, contributing to a
complex system of healthcare delivery.

Physicians

Physicians were the most formally educated medical professionals, often
holding degrees from European universities such as Oxford or Cambridge. Their
training emphasized theory over practical experience, focusing on diagnosis
and prescribing treatments based on humoral theory. Physicians primarily
served the wealthy elite due to their high fees and social standing.

Surgeons and Barber-Surgeons

Unlike physicians, surgeons gained skills through apprenticeships and
practical experience. Barber-surgeons performed minor surgeries,
bloodletting, and dental work, often combining these duties with barbering.
They were more accessible to the general public and handled wounds,
fractures, and other physical injuries.

Apothecaries

Apothecaries acted as early pharmacists, preparing and selling medicines
derived from herbs, minerals, and animal products. They also sometimes
offered medical advice and remedies to patients who could not afford
physicians. The apothecaries played a crucial role in the distribution of
medicine in Elizabethan times.



Folk Healers and Wise Women

In rural areas and among the poor, folk healers and wise women provided
herbal remedies and traditional treatments passed down through generations.
Their practices often included charms, rituals, and natural medicine,
reflecting a blend of cultural and local knowledge rather than formal medical
education.

Common Treatments and Remedies

Treatment methods during the Elizabethan era were varied and often based on
trial, error, and tradition rather than scientific evidence. The use of
herbs, bloodletting, purging, and poultices was widespread, alongside
spiritual and magical interventions. Many remedies were derived from
classical texts and local herbal lore.

Herbal Medicine

Herbs were the cornerstone of most treatments, with practitioners relying on
plants such as chamomile, rosemary, sage, and foxglove. These were used to
create infusions, salves, and poultices aimed at treating a range of ailments
including digestive problems, wounds, and respiratory issues.

Bloodletting and Purging

Bloodletting was one of the most common medical procedures, believed to
remove excess blood and restore humor balance. It was performed using leeches
or by making incisions to drain blood. Purging, using emetics or laxatives,
was also employed to cleanse the body of harmful substances.

Other Remedies

Additional treatments included:

Poultices and plasters applied to sores and injuries

Use of mercury and other minerals for specific conditions

Spiritual healing methods such as prayer and relics

Dietary adjustments tailored to the patient’s humor



Diseases and Epidemics in Elizabethan Times

The Elizabethan period was plagued by a variety of diseases, many of which
were poorly understood and often fatal. Epidemics such as the bubonic plague
had devastating effects on the population and influenced public health
responses and medical practices.

The Bubonic Plague

The plague was the most feared disease of the era, characterized by swollen
lymph nodes, fever, and high mortality rates. Outbreaks occurred frequently,
leading to quarantines and the closure of public spaces. Medical knowledge
was insufficient to prevent or effectively treat the plague, and many victims
relied on folk remedies or fled affected areas.

Other Common Diseases

Other prevalent illnesses included:

e Smallpox, causing severe skin eruptions and often death
e Consumption (tuberculosis), marked by chronic cough and wasting
e Syphilis, a sexually transmitted disease with painful symptoms

e Rickets and scurvy, resulting from nutritional deficiencies

Medical Institutions and Public Health

During Elizabethan times, there was a gradual development of medical
institutions aimed at improving public health and providing care for the
sick. Hospitals, charitable organizations, and government efforts began to
address the challenges posed by disease and poor sanitation.

Hospitals and Almshouses

Hospitals in this era were often religious or charitable institutions rather
than centers of advanced medical care. They provided basic nursing and
shelter for the poor and sick, focusing more on comfort and spiritual care
than cure. Almshouses offered support for the elderly and infirm unable to
care for themselves.



Public Health Measures

The government took some steps to control epidemics, including quarantine
laws, regulation of trade and markets, and sanitation efforts such as street
cleaning. However, understanding of disease transmission was limited, and
many measures were based on superstition or incomplete knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were common medical treatments in Elizabethan
times?

Common medical treatments in Elizabethan times included bloodletting, herbal
remedies, purging, and use of poultices. Physicians often relied on balancing
the four humors: blood, phlegm, black bile, and yellow bile.

Who were the main practitioners of medicine during
the Elizabethan era?

The main practitioners were physicians, barber-surgeons, and apothecaries.
Physicians were university-educated and treated wealthier patients, while
barber-surgeons performed surgeries and apothecaries prepared and sold
medicines.

How did people in Elizabethan times understand the
causes of disease?

People believed that diseases were caused by imbalances in the four humors,
bad air or miasma, supernatural forces, or punishment from God. This humoral
theory heavily influenced medical practice.

What role did herbal remedies play in Elizabethan
medicine?

Herbal remedies were central to Elizabethan medicine. Many plants like
rosemary, lavender, and chamomile were used to treat various ailments.
Apothecaries prepared these herbal medicines based on traditional knowledge.

How advanced was surgical knowledge in Elizabethan
times?

Surgical knowledge was limited compared to modern standards. Surgery was
risky due to lack of anesthesia and antiseptics. Common procedures included
amputations and removing tumors, often performed by barber-surgeons rather
than physicians.



Additional Resources

1. "The Herbal and Physic of Elizabethan England"

This book explores the extensive use of herbs and natural remedies in
Elizabethan medicine. It delves into the common plants cultivated and
gathered for healing, highlighting how herbalists and physicians relied on
nature to treat illnesses. The text also examines the influence of classical
texts on herbal knowledge during the period.

2. "Physicians and Surgeons in the Age of Elizabeth I"

A comprehensive study of the roles and practices of medical professionals in
Elizabethan England, this book outlines the distinctions between physicians,
surgeons, and apothecaries. It discusses the training, social status, and
typical treatments employed by these practitioners. Additionally, it sheds
light on the challenges they faced due to limited scientific understanding.

3. "Plague and Pestilence: Epidemics in Elizabethan Times"

Focusing on the devastating outbreaks of plague during the Elizabethan era,
this book details public health responses and societal impacts. It describes
quarantine measures, the role of plague doctors, and the medical theories
about contagion prevalent at the time. The narrative also touches on how
these epidemics influenced literature and daily life.

4. "Bloodletting and Balms: Therapeutic Techniques of the 16th Century"

This volume examines common medical treatments such as bloodletting, purging,
and the application of balms and poultices. It explains the rationale behind
these practices based on humoral theory and the quest to restore bodily
balance. The book also critiques the efficacy and risks associated with these
therapies.

5. "The Anatomy of Elizabethan Medicine"

An exploration of anatomical knowledge during the reign of Elizabeth I, this
book investigates how dissections and anatomical studies were conducted. It
highlights key figures who contributed to the understanding of the human body
and how this knowledge influenced medical practice. The text also addresses
the limitations and misconceptions of the era.

6. "Apothecaries and the Making of Medicines in Elizabethan England"

This book focuses on the apothecaries’ role in preparing and dispensing
medicines, blending art and science. It describes common compounds, the
sourcing of ingredients, and the regulation of apothecaries. The narrative
paints a picture of how these craftsmen were essential to healthcare in the
period.

7. "Medical Texts and Manuscripts of the Elizabethan Era"

A study of the medical literature available during the 16th century, this
book surveys important texts, translations, and manuscripts used by
practitioners and laypeople alike. It discusses how knowledge was transmitted
and adapted, including the influence of Renaissance humanism. The volume also
considers the accessibility and literacy surrounding medical information.



8. "Women Healers: Midwives and Herbalists in Elizabethan Society"
Highlighting the crucial role of women in healthcare, this book examines
midwives and female herbalists who provided medical care outside formal
institutions. It explores their practices, social status, and the tensions
they sometimes faced with male medical authorities. The text also considers
their contributions to community health and childbirth.

9. "Magic, Medicine, and Superstition in Elizabethan Healing"

This book investigates the intersection of medicine with magic and
superstition during the Elizabethan age. It explores beliefs in charms,
potions, and the supernatural as part of healing practices. The narrative
reveals how these elements coexisted with emerging scientific approaches,
reflecting the complex worldview of the time.
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medicine in elizabethan times: Health, Medicine, and Society in Victorian England Mary
Wilson Carpenter, 2009-11-19 This work offers a social and cultural history of Victorian medicine
from below, as experienced by ordinary practitioners and patients, often described in their own
words. Health, Medicine, and Society in Victorian England is a human story of medicine in
19th-century England. It's a story of how a diverse and competitive assortment of apothecary
apprentices, surgeons who learned their trade by doing, and physicians schooled in ancient Greek
medicine but lacking in any actual experience with patients, was gradually formed into a medical
profession with uniform standards of education and qualification. It's a story of how medical men
struggled with new diseases such as cholera and old ones known for centuries, such as tuberculosis,
syphilis, and smallpox, largely in the absence of effective drugs or treatments, and so were often
reduced to standing helplessly by as their patients died. It's a story of how surgeons, empowered
first by anesthesia and later by antiseptic technique, vastly expanded the field of
surgery—sometimes with major benefits for patients, but sometimes with disastrous results. Above
all, it's a story of how gender and class ideology dominated both practitioners and patients. Women
were stridently excluded from medical education and practice of any kind until the end of the
century, but were hailed into the new field of nursing, which was felt to be natural to the gentler sex.
Only the poor were admitted to hospitals until the last decades of the century, and while they often
received compassionate care, they were also treated as cases of disease and experimented upon
with freedom. Yet because medical knowledge was growing by leaps and bounds, Victorians were
fascinated with this new field and wrote novels, poetry, essays, letters, and diaries, which illuminate
their experience of health and disease for us. Newly developed techniques of photography, as well as
improved print illustrations, help us to picture this fascinating world. This vivid history of Victorian
medicine is enriched with many literary examples and visual images drawn from the period.

medicine in elizabethan times: Publishing and Medicine in Early Modern England Elizabeth
Lane Furdell, 2002 An investigation of the role which the English book trade played in an important
transitional period in early modern medicine.
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medicine in elizabethan times: The Time Traveller's Guide to Elizabethan England Ian
Mortimer, 2012-03-01 'A fresh and funny book that wears its learning lightly' Independent Discover
the era of William Shakespeare and Elizabeth I through the sharp, informative and hilarious eyes of
Ian Mortimer. We think of Queen Elizabeth I's reign (1558-1603) as a golden age. But what was it
actually like to live in Elizabethan England? If you could travel to the past and walk the streets of
London in the 1590s, where would you stay? What would you eat? What would you wear? Would you
really have a sense of it being a glorious age? And if so, how would that glory sit alongside the
vagrants, diseases, violence, sexism and famine of the time? In this book Ian Mortimer reveals a
country in which life expectancy is in the early thirties, people still starve to death and Catholics are
persecuted for their faith. Yet it produces some of the finest writing in the English language, some of
the most magnificent architecture, and sees Elizabeth's subjects settle in America and
circumnavigate the globe. Welcome to a country that is, in all its contradictions, the very crucible of
the modern world. 'Vivid trip back to the 16th century...highly entertaining book' Guardian

medicine in elizabethan times: Medicine in the Middle Ages Juliana Cummings,
2021-12-08 The Middle Ages covers a span of roughly one thousand years, and through that time
people were subject to an array of not only deadly diseases but deplorable living conditions. It was a
time when cures for sickness were often worse than the illness itself mixed with a population of
people who lacked any real understanding of sanitation and cleanliness. Dive in to the history of
medieval medicine, and learn how the foundations of healing were built on the knowledge of ancient
Greek and Roman philosophers. Understand how your social status would have affected medical
care, and how the domination of the Catholic Church was the basis of an abundant amount of fear
regarding life and death. We are given an intimate look into the devastating time of the Black Death,
along with other horrific ailments that would have easily claimed a life in the Middle Ages. Delve
inside the minds of the physicians and barbersurgeons for a better understanding of how they
approached healing. As well as diving into the treacherous waters of medieval childbirth, Cummings
looks into the birth of hospitals and the care for the insane. We are also taken directly to the
battlefield and given the gruesome details of medieval warfare and its repercussions. Examine the
horrors of the torture chamber and execution as a means of justice. Medicine in the Middle Ages is a
fascinating walk through time to give us a better understanding of such a perilous part of history.

medicine in elizabethan times: The Making of the United Kingdom Nigel Kelly, Jane Shuter,
Rosemary Rees, 1998 A source book for students studying the history of Britain from 1500 to 1750.
Historical narrative is accompanied by a range of primary and secondary sources. Suggested level:
intermediate, junior secondary.

medicine in elizabethan times: Medicine, Religion, and Magic in Early Stuart England Ofer
Hadass, 2018-03-26 The astrologer-physician Richard Napier (1559-1634) was not only a man of
practical science and medicine but also a master of occult arts and a devout parish rector who
purportedly held conversations with angels. This new interpretation of Napier reveals him to be a
coherent and methodical man whose burning desire for certain, true knowledge contributed to the
contemporary venture of putting existing knowledge to useful ends. Originally trained in theology
and ordained as an Anglican priest, Napier later studied astrological medicine and combined
astrology, religious thought, and image and ritual magic in his medical work. Ofer Hadass draws on
a remarkable archive of Napier’s medical cases and religious writings—including the interviews he
claimed to have held with angels—to show how Napier’s seemingly inconsistent approaches were
rooted in an inclusive and coherent worldview, combining equal respect for ancient authority and for
experientially derived knowledge. Napier’s endeavors exemplify the fruitful relationship between
religion and science that offered a well-founded alternative to the rising mechanistic explanation of
nature at the time. Carefully researched and compellingly told, Medicine, Religion, and Magic in
Early Stuart England is an insightful exploration of one of the most fascinating figures at the
intersection of medicine, magic, and theology in early modern England and of the healing methods
employed by physicians of the era.

medicine in elizabethan times: Medicine and the Market in England and its Colonies, c.1450-



c.1850 M. Jenner, P. Wallis, 2007-09-12 What was the medical marketplace? This book provides the
first critical examination of medicine and the market in pre-modern England, colonial North America
and British India. Chapters explore the most important themes in the social history of medicine and
offer a fresh understanding of healthcare in this time of social and economic transformation.

medicine in elizabethan times: Household Medicine in Seventeenth-Century England Anne
Stobart, 2016-09-08 How did 17th-century families in England perceive their health care needs?
What household resources were available for medical self-help? To what extent did households make
up remedies based on medicinal recipes? Drawing on previously unpublished household papers
ranging from recipes to accounts and letters, this original account shows how health and illness
were managed on a day-to-day basis in a variety of 17th-century households. It reveals the extent of
self-help used by families, explores their favourite remedies and analyses differences in approaches
to medical matters. Anne Stobart illuminates cultures of health care amongst women and men,
showing how 'kitchin physick' related to the business of medicine, which became increasingly
commercial and professional in the 18th century.

medicine in elizabethan times: Canadian Journal of Medicine and Surgery, 1899

medicine in elizabethan times: Popular Medicine in Seventeenth-century England Doreen
Evenden, 1988 This monograph, the first detailed study of seventeenth-century popular medicine,
depicts the major role which lay or popular medical practitioners played in the provision of
seventeenth-century health care in England.

medicine in elizabethan times: The Medical Standard , 1895

medicine in elizabethan times: Disease, Medicine and Society in England, 1550-1860
Roy Porter, Economic History Society, 1995-09-14 In his short but authoritative study, Roy Porter
examines the impact of disease upon the English and their responses to it before the widespread
availability and public provision of medical care. Professor Porter incorporates into the revised
second edition new perspectives offered by recent research into provincial medical history, the
history of childbirth, and women's studies in the social history of medicine. He begins by sketching a
picture of the threats posed by disease to population levels and social continuity from Tudor times to
the Industrial Revolution, going on to consider the nature and development of the medical
profession, attitudes to doctors and disease, and the growing commitment of the state to public
health. Drawing together a wide range of often fragmentary material, and providing a detailed
annotated bibliography, this book is an important guide to the history of medicine and to English
social history.

medicine in elizabethan times: Civic and Medical Worlds in Early Modern England E.
Decamp, 2016-06-15 Through its rich foray into popular literary culture and medical history, this
book investigates representations of regular and irregular medical practice in early modern
England. Focusing on the prolific figures of the barber, surgeon and barber-surgeon, the author
explores what it meant to the early modern population for a group of practitioners to be associated
with both the trade guilds and an emerging professional medical world. The book uncovers the
differences and cross-pollinations between barbers and surgeons' practices which play out across
the literature: we learn not only about their cultural, civic, medical and occupational histories but
also about how we should interpret patterns in language, name choice, performance, materiality,
acoustics and semiology in the period. The investigations prompt new readings of Shakespeare,
Jonson, Middleton and Beaumont, among others. And with chapters delving into early modern
representations of medical instruments, hairiness, bloodletting procedures, waxy or infected ears,
wart removals and skeletons, readers will find much of the contribution of this book is in its detail,
which brings its subject to life.

medicine in elizabethan times: “The” Medical Times and Gazette , 1870

medicine in elizabethan times: Greek Medicine James Longrigg, 2013-08-21 First Published
in 1998. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

medicine in elizabethan times: Psychology According to Shakespeare Philip G. Zimbardo,
Robert L. Johnson, 2024-06-18 William Shakespeare has undergone psychological analyses ever



since Freud diagnosed Hamlet with an Oedipus complex. But now, two psychologists propose to turn
the tables by telling how Shakespeare himself understood human behavior and the innermost
workings of the human mind. Psychology According to Shakespeare: What You Can Learn About
Human Nature From Shakespeare's Great Plays, is an interdisciplinary project that bridges
psychological science and literature, bringing together for the first time in one volume, the breadth
and depth of The Bard’s knowledge of love, jealousy, dreams, betrayal, revenge, and the lust for
power and position. Even today, there is no better depiction of a psychopath than Richard III, no
more poignant portrayal of dementia than King Lear, nor a more unforgettable illustration of
obsessive-compulsive disorder than Lady Macbeth’s attempts to wash away the damned blood spot.
What has not been revealed before, however, are the many different forms of mental illness The
Bard described in terms that are now identifiable in the modern manual of disorders known as the
DSM-5. But, as the book shows, the playwright’s fascination with human nature extended far beyond
mental disorders, ranging across the psychological spectrum, from brain anatomy to personality,
cognition, emotion, perception, lifespan development, and states of consciousness. To illustrate, we
have stories to tell involving astrology, potions, poisons, the four fluids called “humors,” anatomical
dissections of freshly hanged criminals, and a mental hospital called Bedlam—all showing how his
perspective was grounded in the medicine and culture of his time. Yet, Will Shakespeare’s intellect,
curiosity, and temperament allowed him to see other ideas and issues that would become important
in psychological science centuries later. Many of these connections between Shakespeare and
psychology lie scattered in books, articles, and web pages across the public domain, but they have
never been brought together into a single volume. So, here the authors retell of his fashioning the
felicitous phrase, nature-nurture for Prospero to utter in frustration with Caliban and of how the
nature-nurture dichotomy would become central in psychology’s quest to understand the tension
between heredity and environment. But that was still far from all, for they discovered that his work
anticipated multiple other psychological tensions. For example, in Measure for Measure, he made
audiences puzzle over which exerts the greater influence on human behavior: internal traits or the
external situation. And in Hamlet, he explored the equally enigmatic push-pull between reason and
emotion in the mind of the dithering prince. Aside from bringing together The Bard’s known
psychology, the book is unique in several other respects. It reveals how his interest in mind and
behavior ranged across the full spectrum of psychology, including topics that we now call
biopsychology and neuroscience, social psychology, thinking and intelligence, motivation and
emotion, and reason vs intuition. Further, we show how the psychological concepts he used have
evolved over the intervening centuries—for example, the Elizabethan notion of sensus communis
eventually became “consciousness” and the old idea of the humors morphed into our current
understanding of hormones and neurotransmitters. We also note that some of Mr. Shakespeare’s
concerns seem especially timely today, as in the subplot of queer vs straight issues complicating the
story of Troilus and Cressida and in Shylock’s telling of prejudices inflicted on ethnic minorities.

medicine in elizabethan times: Geology and Medicine C.]. Duffin, C. Gardner-Thorpe , R.T.].
Moody , 2017-07-06 The development of the geological and medical sciences shows overlap through
numerous historical threads, some of which are investigated here by an international authorship of
geologists, historians and medical professionals. Some of the medical men considered here are the
relatively well known Steno, Parkinson, William Hunter and Peter Duncan, as well as several more
obscure individuals such as Sperling, Hodges, Lemoine, Siqués and a number of Italians. Their work
included foundational geological studies, aspects of hydrogeology and the nature of fossils. The
therapeutic use of geological materials has been practised since ancient times. A suite of
magico-medicinal stones, some purportedly harvested from the bodies of fabulous animals, have
ancient folklore roots and were worn as protective amulets and incorporated into medicines.
Medicinal earths were credited with wide-ranging medicinal properties. Geology and Medicine:
Historical Connections will be of particular interest to Earth scientists, medical personnel, historians
of science and the general reader with an interest in science.

medicine in elizabethan times: Popular Medicine, Hysterical Disease, and Social



Controversy in Shakespeare's England Kaara L. Peterson, 2010 Mining a series of previously
uncharted conversations springing up in 16th- and 17th-century popular medicine and culture, this
study explores early modern England's significant and sustained interest in the hysterical diseases of
women. Kaara L. Peterson assembles a fascinating collection of medical materials to support her
discussion of contemporary debates about varieties of uterine pathologies and the implications of
these debates for our understanding of drama's representation of hysterica passio cases in
particular, among other hysterical maladies.

medicine in elizabethan times: The Making of the United Kingdom and Black Peoples of
the Americas Nigel Kelly, Rosemary Rees, Jane Shuter, 1998 Helping you win the battle for History

medicine in elizabethan times: Complaints, Controversies and Grievances in Medicine
Jonathan Reinarz, Rebecca Wynter, 2014-12-17 Recent studies into the experiences and failures of
health care services, along with the rapid development of patient advocacy, consumerism and
pressure groups have led historians and social scientists to engage with the issue of the medical
complaint. As expressions of dissatisfaction, disquiet and failings in service provision, past
complaining is a vital antidote to progressive histories of health care. This book explores what has
happened historically when medicine generated complaints. This multidisciplinary collection
comprises contributions from leading international scholars and uses new research to develop a
sophisticated understanding of the development of medicine and the role of complaints and
complaining in this story. It addresses how each aspect of the medical complaint - between sciences,
professions, practitioners and sectors; within politics, ethics and regulatory bodies; from interested
parties and patients - has manifested in modern medicine, and how it has been defined, dealt with
and resolved. A critical and interdisciplinary humanities and social science perspective grounded in
historical case studies of medicine and bioethics, this volume provides the first major and
comprehensive historical, comparative and policy-based examination of the area. It will be of
interest to historians, sociologists, legal specialists and ethicists interested in medicine, as well as
those involved in healthcare policy, practice and management.
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