medicine bow routt national forest
camping

medicine bow routt national forest camping offers an exceptional outdoor
experience for camping enthusiasts seeking pristine natural beauty and
abundant recreational opportunities. This expansive national forest spans
across northern Colorado and southern Wyoming, providing a diverse landscape
of rugged mountains, dense forests, alpine meadows, and crystal-clear lakes.
Medicine Bow Routt National Forest camping attracts visitors year-round with
its well-maintained campgrounds, dispersed camping sites, and countless
trails for hiking, fishing, and wildlife viewing. Whether planning a family
trip, a backcountry adventure, or a quiet getaway, campers will find the
necessary amenities and unspoiled surroundings to create memorable
experiences. This article explores the best camping areas, essential tips,
recreational activities, and safety guidelines for medicine bow routt
national forest camping. The following sections will guide visitors through
the essentials of enjoying a camping trip in this remarkable national forest.

e Overview of Medicine Bow Routt National Forest
e Camping Options and Popular Campgrounds

e Recreational Activities in the Forest

e Camping Tips and Regulations

e Wildlife and Safety Considerations

Overview of Medicine Bow Routt National Forest

Medicine Bow Routt National Forest encompasses over 2.2 million acres of
federally protected land, featuring a blend of two distinct forests: Medicine
Bow National Forest and Routt National Forest. This vast area includes
portions of the Rocky Mountains and is characterized by dramatic elevations
ranging from foothills to alpine peaks exceeding 12,000 feet. The forest is
managed by the United States Forest Service and offers a wide range of
ecosystems including dense lodgepole pine forests, aspen groves, and high
mountain tundra. Its scenic beauty, diverse flora and fauna, and extensive
network of trails make it a premier destination for outdoor recreation and
especially for camping.



Geography and Climate

The forest stretches across southern Wyoming and northern Colorado, with
major access points near towns such as Laramie, Wyoming, and Steamboat
Springs, Colorado. The climate varies significantly with elevation, featuring
cold winters with heavy snowfall and mild summers ideal for camping. Summer
temperatures typically range from the mid-60s to low 80s Fahrenheit, while
nights can be cool. Visitors should be prepared for changing weather
conditions, especially in higher elevations.

Ecological Significance

Medicine Bow Routt National Forest supports a rich biodiversity, including
numerous species of trees, shrubs, wildflowers, and wildlife. It serves as
habitat for elk, moose, black bears, mountain lions, and a variety of bird
species. The forest'’s waterways, such as the North Platte River and its
tributaries, provide spawning grounds for trout and other fish, making the
area attractive for anglers as well.

Camping Options and Popular Campgrounds

Medicine Bow Routt National Forest camping offers a wide range of options to
suit different preferences, from developed campgrounds with amenities to
dispersed camping in remote areas. The forest’s camping facilities
accommodate tent campers, RV users, and backpackers alike, with many
campgrounds providing access to hiking trails, fishing spots, and picnic
areas.

Developed Campgrounds

Several well-maintained campgrounds within Medicine Bow Routt National Forest
provide facilities such as picnic tables, fire rings, vault toilets, and
potable water. Popular campgrounds include:

Libby Creek Campground: Located near Laramie, Wyoming, this site offers
excellent access to hiking trails and fishing in Libby Creek.

e Steamboat Lake State Park Campground: Situated in Routt National Forest,
this campground features over 100 sites with electrical hookups, close
to Steamboat Lake.

e Ryan Park Campground: Nestled in Medicine Bow National Forest, this
campground is known for its serene setting and proximity to hiking
trails.

e Hanna Campground: A smaller, quieter campground with basic facilities,
ideal for those seeking a more rustic experience.



Dispersed Camping

For campers looking for seclusion and a more primitive experience, dispersed
camping is permitted throughout much of Medicine Bow Routt National Forest.
These sites do not have developed amenities, so visitors must be self-
sufficient and follow Leave No Trace principles. Dispersed camping is ideal
for backpackers and those with off-road vehicles seeking remote areas away
from crowded campgrounds.

Backcountry Camping

Backcountry camping allows visitors to immerse themselves in the wilderness.
Many trails lead to remote campsites that require hiking or horseback riding.
Backcountry campers must be prepared with adequate gear, maps, and knowledge
of forest regulations to ensure safety and environmental protection.

Recreational Activities in the Forest

Medicine Bow Routt National Forest camping is complemented by a wide array of
recreational opportunities. The forest’s vast landscapes and varied terrain
support activities suitable for all skill levels and interests.

Hiking and Backpacking

With over 1,600 miles of trails, the forest offers ample hiking and
backpacking options. Trails range from easy day hikes to challenging multi-
day treks. Popular trails include the Snowy Range Scenic Byway trails, which
provide stunning alpine views and wildflower meadows.

Fishing and Boating

The forest contains numerous lakes, rivers, and streams stocked with trout
and other fish. Anglers can enjoy fishing in locations such as the North
Platte River, Steamboat Lake, and the Medicine Bow River. Boating and
kayaking are also popular on larger bodies of water like Steamboat Lake.

Wildlife Viewing and Photography

Wildlife enthusiasts have opportunities to observe elk, deer, moose, and a
variety of bird species. Early morning and evening hours are often the best
times for spotting animals. Photographers appreciate the diverse landscapes
and abundant wildlife for capturing stunning images.



Winter Sports

During winter, Medicine Bow Routt National Forest camping transitions to
activities such as snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, and snowmobiling.

Several trails and open areas accommodate winter recreation, making the

forest a year-round destination.

Camping Tips and Regulations

Adhering to proper guidelines and regulations ensures a safe and enjoyable
experience while preserving the natural environment. Visitors must
familiarize themselves with forest rules and prepare adequately for medicine
bow routt national forest camping.

Permits and Fees

Some developed campgrounds require reservations and fees, especially during
peak seasons. Dispersed camping typically does not require a permit, but
visitors must comply with fire restrictions and other regulations. Special
permits may be needed for group camping or specific backcountry areas.

Fire Safety

Campfires are allowed only in designated fire rings or grills where provided.
During periods of high fire danger, fire restrictions or bans may be in
effect. Campers should always fully extinguish fires before leaving campsites
and use caution with flammable materials.

Leave No Trace Principles

Preserving the forest’s natural beauty requires following Leave No Trace
practices, including:

Packing out all trash and litter

Minimizing campfire impact

Respecting wildlife and avoiding feeding animals
e Camping at least 200 feet away from water sources

e Staying on established trails and campsites



Essential Gear and Preparation

Campers should bring weather-appropriate clothing, sturdy footwear,
sufficient food and water, and camping equipment suitable for the chosen
site. A detailed map, compass or GPS, first aid kit, and bear-resistant food
containers are recommended for safety.

Wildlife and Safety Considerations

Medicine Bow Routt National Forest camping involves sharing the environment
with diverse wildlife and requires awareness of natural hazards to ensure a
safe visit.

Wildlife Encounters

Visitors may encounter large mammals such as black bears, mountain lions, and
elk. It is important to maintain a safe distance, store food securely, and
avoid approaching or feeding wildlife. Carrying bear spray and knowing how to
use it increases safety in bear country.

Weather Hazards

Weather in the forest can change rapidly. Thunderstorms, sudden temperature
drops, and snowfall can occur even in summer months. Campers should monitor
weather forecasts and be prepared for adverse conditions.

Trail and Terrain Safety

Many trails in Medicine Bow Routt National Forest traverse steep or rugged
terrain. Proper footwear and hiking experience are essential. Staying on
marked trails reduces the risk of getting lost or injured. Informing others
of travel plans and estimated return times is advisable.

Emergency Preparedness

Cell phone reception can be limited. Carrying a map, compass, or GPS device
is crucial. In case of emergency, knowing the location of the nearest ranger
station or emergency services can save valuable time.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the best camping spots in Medicine Bow-
Routt National Forest?

Some of the best camping spots in Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest include
the Brush Creek Campground, Platte River Campground, and the Encampment River
Campground, all offering beautiful scenery and good access to hiking trails.

Do I need a permit to camp in Medicine Bow-Routt
National Forest?

For most developed campgrounds in Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest, no
permit is required, but you may need to pay a fee. For dispersed camping, no
permit is usually necessary, but check local regulations and fire
restrictions.

Are there any RV-friendly campgrounds in Medicine
Bow-Routt National Forest?

Yes, several campgrounds such as the Brush Creek and Platte River campgrounds
have sites that can accommodate RVs, with some offering amenities like water
and electric hookups.

What wildlife might I encounter while camping in
Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest?

Campers may encounter wildlife such as elk, deer, moose, black bears, and a
variety of birds. It is important to store food securely and follow forest
guidelines to avoid attracting animals.

What are the best seasons for camping in Medicine
Bow-Routt National Forest?

The best seasons for camping are late spring through early fall (May to
September) when the weather is milder and most facilities are open. Winter
camping is possible but requires preparation for snow and cold temperatures.

Are campfires allowed in Medicine Bow-Routt National
Forest campgrounds?

Campfires are generally allowed in designated fire rings and grills, but
restrictions may be in place during dry periods to prevent wildfires. Always
check current fire regulations before starting a fire.

What hiking trails are accessible from Medicine Bow-



Routt National Forest campgrounds?

Popular hiking trails accessible from campgrounds include the Lake Marie
Trail, Encampment River Trail, and the Rawah Wilderness trails, offering
various difficulty levels and scenic views.

Can I bring my dog camping in Medicine Bow-Routt
National Forest?

Yes, dogs are allowed in most campgrounds and trails within Medicine Bow-
Routt National Forest but must be kept on a leash and under control at all
times. Always clean up after your pet to help keep the forest clean.

Additional Resources

1. Camping and Hiking in Medicine Bow Routt National Forest

This comprehensive guide covers the best camping spots, hiking trails, and
outdoor activities within the Medicine Bow Routt National Forest. It offers
detailed maps, safety tips, and seasonal advice to help adventurers make the
most of their forest experience. Ideal for both novice campers and seasoned
backpackers looking to explore this scenic region.

2. Flora and Fauna of Medicine Bow Routt National Forest

Explore the diverse plant and animal life found in Medicine Bow Routt
National Forest through this informative book. It features vivid photographs
and descriptions of native species, helping campers and nature enthusiasts
identify wildlife during their excursions. The book also discusses
conservation efforts and the ecological significance of the forest.

3. Backpacking Medicine Bow Routt: Trails and Campsites

Designed for backpackers, this guidebook highlights multi-day hiking routes,
backcountry campsites, and essential gear recommendations. It includes trail
difficulty ratings, elevation profiles, and tips for minimizing environmental
impact. Readers will find practical advice for planning extended trips in the
forest’s wilderness areas.

4. Survival Skills for Medicine Bow Routt National Forest Campers

This book provides vital survival techniques tailored for the unique
conditions of Medicine Bow Routt National Forest. Topics covered include
navigation, shelter building, foraging, and emergency response strategies.
It’s a valuable resource for campers who want to enhance their safety and
self-reliance in the backcountry.

5. Fishing and Camping in Medicine Bow Routt National Forest

Combining two popular outdoor activities, this guide details the best fishing
spots, species to catch, and camping areas nearby. It offers tips on local
fishing regulations, bait and tackle selection, and seasonal patterns.
Perfect for anglers who want to pair their fishing trips with comfortable
camping experiences.



6. Winter Camping in Medicine Bow Routt National Forest

Focused on the challenges and rewards of winter camping, this book provides
advice on gear, clothing, and campsite selection in snowy conditions. It
highlights popular winter trails and shelters, along with safety precautions
specific to cold weather environments. A must-read for adventurers seeking to
explore the forest year-round.

7. History and Heritage of Medicine Bow Routt National Forest

Delve into the rich cultural and natural history of the Medicine Bow Routt
National Forest with this engaging narrative. It covers indigenous peoples,
early explorers, and the development of the forest as a protected area. The
book also discusses how historical events have shaped current camping and
recreational opportunities.

8. Photography Guide to Medicine Bow Routt National Forest Camping

This guide is perfect for photographers interested in capturing the natural
beauty of Medicine Bow Routt National Forest while camping. It offers tips on
the best times and locations for sunrise, sunset, wildlife, and landscape
photography. Additionally, it includes advice on gear protection and
composition techniques specific to wilderness settings.

9. Family Camping Adventures in Medicine Bow Routt National Forest

Tailored for families, this book suggests kid-friendly camping sites, easy

hikes, and outdoor activities suitable for all ages. It emphasizes safety,

fun educational experiences, and how to prepare for a comfortable trip with
children. The guide encourages family bonding through nature exploration in
the scenic forest.
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medicine bow routt national forest camping: Moon Colorado Camping Joshua Berman,
2020-05-12 Find your perfect campsite in the Centennial State with Moon Colorado Camping. A
Campsite for Everyone: Choose from a variety of campgrounds and RV parks, from secluded hike-ins
to convenient roadside stopovers, including dog-friendly, family-friendly, and wheelchair accessible
options Ratings and Essentials: All campsites are rated on a scenic scale and marked with amenities
like restrooms, trailhead access, picnic areas, laundry, piped water, showers, and playgrounds
Recreation Highlights: Discover nearby hiking, swimming, fishing, whitewater rafting, hot springs,
and options for winter sports Maps and Directions: Easy-to-use maps and detailed driving directions
for each campground Skip the Crowds:Moon Colorado Camping contains many secluded spots and
campgrounds that aren't available in the state's online reservation system The Top RV and Tent Sites
for You: Pick the right campsite for your travel style with lists of best campgrounds for stunning
views, hot springs, weddings, and more Trailhead Access Campgrounds: Find sites that offer access
to the trails throughout the Western Slope, Rocky Mountains, Four Corners and the San Juan
Mountains, the San Luis Valley, and more Expert Advice: Local lifelong camper Joshua Berman
offers his perspective and insider know-how Tips and Tools: Information on equipment, food and
cooking, first aid, and insect protection, plus background on the climate, landscape, and history of
the campgrounds Whether you're a veteran or a first-time camper, Moon's comprehensive coverage
and trusted advice will have you gearing up for your next adventure. Want to explore the city? Try
Moon Denver, Boulder, and Colorado Springs.
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South Fork Salvage Analysis, Routt Divide Blowdown , 1999

medicine bow routt national forest camping: Montana and Wyoming Matthew Lombardi,
2006-06 The 2nd edition of Fodor's guide to Montana and Wyoming has been redesigned and
updated to appeal to today's travelers.

medicine bow routt national forest camping: Colorado Campgrounds Outdoor Books &
Maps, 2010-07 Maps and information on more than 500 campgrounds--Cover.

medicine bow routt national forest camping: Best Tent Camping: Colorado Kim Lipker,
Johnny Molloy, 2012-11-20 Whether for a large family, a scout troop, or a serious outdoors
enthusiast, Best Tent Camping: Colorado gives campers the tools to plan an amazing, unforgettable
camping trip. Each campground has been rated on six criteria: beauty, privacy, spaciousness, quiet,
security, and cleanliness. In addition, campground profiles include vital statistics about each location
that help campers plan the perfect trip without unwanted surprises.

medicine bow routt national forest camping: Best Tent Camping: Colorado Monica Parpal
Stockbridge, 2022-08-23 Discover 50 of the state’s best campgrounds for car campers, with the
guide that offers essential details and easy-to-read maps. The Centennial State provides a
spectacular backdrop for some of the most scenic campgrounds in the country. But do you know
which campgrounds offer the most privacy or the best lakeside views? Monica Parpal Stockbridge
traversed the entire state—from the historic Mesa Verde National Park to the bird watcher’s
paradise at Pawnee National Grassland—and compiled the most up-to-date research to steer you to
the perfect spot! With Best Tent Camping: Colorado, you’ll always know what to expect. The new
full-color edition of this proven guidebook provides everything you need to know. Inside you’ll find:
50 campgrounds in national parks, state parks, and other breathtaking locales, organized into five
distinct regions Selections based on location, topography, nearby activities, and overall appeal
Detailed maps of each campground and key information such as fees, restrictions, dates of
operation, and facilities Driving directions and GPS coordinates Ratings for beauty, privacy,
spaciousness, noise level, security, and cleanliness Whether you seek a quiet campground near a
fish-filled stream or a family campground with all the amenities, grab Best Tent Camping: Colorado.
It's a keeper for all who wish to find those special locales that offer a true connection with nature.

medicine bow routt national forest camping: Fodor's Montana & Wyoming Fodor's Travel
Guides, 2024-10-22 Whether you want to explore what remains of the Old West, visit Yellowstone




National Park, or find your bliss at a guest ranch or in a Jackson Hole ski resort, the local Fodor's
travel experts in Montana and Wyoming are here to help! Fodor's Montana & Wyoming guidebook is
packed with maps, carefully curated recommendations, and everything else you need to simplify
your trip-planning process and make the most of your time. Fodor's Montana & Wyoming travel
guide includes: AN ILLUSTRATED ULTIMATE EXPERIENCES GUIDE to the top things to see and do
MULTIPLE ITINERARIES to effectively organize your days and maximize your time MORE THAN 24
DETAILED MAPS to help you navigate confidently COLOR PHOTOS throughout to spark your
wanderlust! HONEST RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LOCALS on the best sights, restaurants, hotels,
nightlife, shopping, performing arts, activities, side-trips, and more PHOTO-FILLED “BEST OF”
FEATURES on “Best of the West,” “Best Wild Wonders,” “Most Instagrammable Sights,” and more
TRIP-PLANNING TOOLS AND PRACTICAL TIPS including when to go, getting around, beating the
crowds, and saving time and money HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL INSIGHTS providing rich context
on the local people, politics, art, architecture, cuisine, music, geography and more SPECIAL
FEATURES on “What to Watch and Read Before You Visit,” and “What to Eat and Drink” LOCAL
WRITERS to help you find the under-the-radar gems UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE ON: Yellowstone
National Park, Grand Teton National Park, Glacier National Park, Jackson Hole, Bozeman, Billings,
the Wind River Range, Missoula, Great Falls, Devils Tower National Monument, Snake River,
Bighorn Canyon, Chief Joseph Scenic Byway, the Highline Trail, Little Bighorn Battlefield National
Monument, Fort Laramie. Planning on visiting other destinations in the western U.S.? Check out
Fodor's Utah, Fodor's Black Hills of South Dakota, Fodor's Colorado, and Fodor's Pacific Northwest.
*Important note for digital editions: The digital edition of this guide does not contain all the images
or text included in the physical edition. ABOUT FODOR'S AUTHORS: Each Fodor's Travel Guide is
researched and written by local experts. Fodor's has been offering expert advice for all tastes and
budgets for over 80 years. For more travel inspiration, you can sign up for our travel newsletter at
fodors.com/newsletter/signup, or follow us @FodorsTravel on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. We
invite you to join our friendly community of travel experts at fodors.com/community to ask any other
questions and share your experience with us!
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Publications, Inc. Staff, 2010-04-06 Discover the heart of Montana & Wyoming Fodor's choice
ratings you can trust. Exceptional restaurants, hotels, and sights selected to help you make the best
choices. Simple pleasures. Embrace the local culture as you explore endless backcountry trails on
horseback, enjoy a hot soak in an outdoor mineral pool, or stargaze in Big Sky Country. Boundless
activities. Find choices for every traveler, from fly-fishing the clear waters of the Gallatin River and
hiking the majestic Tetons to snowshoeing through Yellowstone National Park. Local Experts Fodor's
worldwide team of 700 writers reveal their favorite haunts to enrich your travel experience. Freshest
Facts You won't find a more up-to-date guide. Our writers seek out hot spots while verifying that
listings meet our high standards. Travelers Like You Get candid advice from fellow travelers at
Fodors.com, and read their Word of Mouth tips throughout this book. Fodor's has emerged...as our
fave guidebook series for insider tips about things you actually want to know... -Miami Herald
Hipped up...plus advice on a broader range of attractions, from classic to quirky. -Outside Magazine

medicine bow routt national forest camping: Colorado Lakes & Reservoirs Outdoor Books
& Maps, 2008-07 Colorado's landscape is speckled with hundreds of natural and man-made lakes.
This guide provides detailed information about 150 of those lakes and reservoirs. Its pages contain
vital information that profiles these locations, including driving directions, maps, fishing regulations,




lake size, fish species, boating ramps, camping facilities, contact information, and much more. New
9th edition includes updated information and dozens of photographs.

medicine bow routt national forest camping: Hearing to Review U.S. Agriculture Policy
in Advance of the 2012 Farm Bill. Serial No. 111-48, Part 2 (Final), April 30, 2010, 111-2
Hearings, *., 2010

medicine bow routt national forest camping: Climbing Colorado's Mountains Susan Joy
Paul, 2015-10-01 Climbing Colorado’s Mountains covers 100 peaks in Colorado across a range of
abilities, including 12ers, 13ers, and 14ers. This guide includes detailed hike and climb descriptions,
miles and maps, and color photos with ascent and descent routes for the most popular peaks in the
state. Climbing descriptions also include history, local trivia, and trailhead GPS coordinates.

medicine bow routt national forest camping: Explorer's Guide Wyoming Alli Rainey,
2012-03-26 This comprehensive guide to Wyoming includes all of the expected attractions as well as
many more far-flung and offbeat adventures, extensive outdoor recommendations and details on the
cultural opportunities that abound. Wyoming is arguably the most “western” western state. From the
windblown plains of Casper to the mountain peaks of the Wind River Range, Alli Rainey, a
passionate Wyoming resident and rock climber, will help you find the best the state has to offer.
Come explore the unspoiled West.
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