mechanical turk like sites

mechanical turk like sites have become increasingly popular as platforms that connect
individuals or businesses with freelance workers for completing microtasks online. These
platforms offer opportunities for people to earn money by performing tasks such as data
entry, content moderation, survey participation, and more. This article explores the
concept of mechanical turk like sites, highlighting their functionality, popular alternatives,
and tips for maximizing earnings. Additionally, the discussion covers the advantages and
challenges of using these platforms, helping both workers and requesters navigate the
growing gig economy. Understanding the landscape of mechanical turk like sites is
essential for anyone interested in leveraging online task-based work or outsourcing small-
scale jobs efficiently. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of the best
platforms, key features, and practical advice for success.

Understanding Mechanical Turk and Its Alternatives

Popular Mechanical Turk Like Sites

Key Features to Consider in Mechanical Turk Like Sites

How to Maximize Earnings on Mechanical Turk Like Sites

Benefits and Challenges of Mechanical Turk Like Platforms

Understanding Mechanical Turk and Its
Alternatives

Mechanical Turk, originally launched by Amazon, is a pioneer in the crowdsourcing
marketplace where businesses post simple tasks that require human intelligence. These
tasks, often referred to as Human Intelligence Tasks (HITs), include activities that are
difficult for automated systems but easy for humans, such as image tagging, transcription,
and survey completion. Mechanical turk like sites have emerged as alternatives, offering
similar services with variations in task types, payment structures, and user experience.

What Are Mechanical Turk Like Sites?

Mechanical turk like sites are online platforms that facilitate the completion of microtasks
by connecting workers with requesters. These platforms allow businesses to outsource
small jobs that require human input, while workers can earn money by performing these
tasks remotely. They typically feature a wide range of task categories, including data
validation, content moderation, audio transcription, and more.



How Do These Platforms Work?

On mechanical turk like sites, requesters create tasks and set payment amounts. Workers
browse available tasks and choose those that match their skills and interests. Once a task
is completed and approved by the requester, the worker receives payment. These
platforms often include rating systems, quality checks, and dispute resolution processes to
maintain task integrity and fair compensation.

Popular Mechanical Turk Like Sites

Several platforms have gained recognition as reliable alternatives to Mechanical Turk.
Each offers unique features tailored to different user needs, whether for workers seeking
flexible income or businesses requiring efficient task outsourcing.

Clickworker

Clickworker is a well-established platform that offers a wide variety of microtasks,
including data categorization, web research, and content creation. It supports workers
worldwide and pays via PayPal or direct bank transfers, depending on the country.

Microworkers

Microworkers allows workers to complete small tasks such as surveys, app testing, and
data mining. It is known for its global reach and easy-to-use interface, with payments
processed through multiple methods including PayPal and Skrill.

Appen

Appen focuses on data annotation, machine learning training, and language-related tasks.
It offers longer-term projects alongside microtasks and is popular for its flexible work
arrangements and competitive pay rates.

Figure Eight (now part of Appen)

Figure Eight was a notable crowdsourcing platform before merging with Appen. It
specialized in providing high-quality labeled data for AI and machine learning
applications, continuing under Appen’s brand.

Prolific

Prolific is a platform primarily oriented toward academic research studies, offering survey
participation and psychological experiments. It is favored for its transparency in payment
and ethical research practices.



Key Features to Consider in Mechanical Turk Like
Sites

Choosing the right mechanical turk like site depends on various factors that influence both
the quality of work and the earning potential for users. Understanding these features
helps in selecting the best platform according to individual needs.

Task Variety and Availability

A diverse range of tasks and consistent availability are crucial for workers who want to
maintain steady earnings. Platforms with extensive task categories provide more
opportunities for users with different skill sets.

Payment Methods and Rates

Reliable and convenient payment options are essential. Common methods include PayPal,
bank transfers, and digital wallets. Additionally, competitive pay rates per task or hour are
important to ensure fair compensation.

User Interface and Experience

An intuitive and user-friendly interface improves the efficiency of task completion.
Platforms that offer clear instructions, responsive design, and mobile compatibility tend to
attract and retain more workers.

Quality Control and Support

Effective quality control mechanisms, such as task validation and review processes,
protect workers from unfair rejections. Responsive customer support also enhances the
overall platform experience for both workers and requesters.

How to Maximize Earnings on Mechanical Turk
Like Sites

Maximizing income through mechanical turk like sites requires strategic approaches that
improve task selection, efficiency, and reliability. Following best practices can
significantly increase overall earnings.

Selecting High-Paying Tasks

Workers should focus on tasks that offer the best pay-to-time ratio. Prioritizing tasks that



match their skills and can be completed quickly helps optimize earnings per hour.

Building a Strong Reputation

Consistently delivering high-quality work leads to positive ratings and access to better-
paying tasks. Maintaining accuracy and meeting deadlines are key factors in reputation
building.

Utilizing Multiple Platforms

Registering on several mechanical turk like sites diversifies income streams and provides
access to a wider variety of tasks. This approach reduces downtime when tasks are scarce
on one platform.

Improving Task Efficiency

Developing shortcuts, templates, and time management techniques can speed up task
completion without sacrificing quality. Using browser extensions or task-specific tools may
also enhance productivity.

Benefits and Challenges of Mechanical Turk Like
Platforms

Mechanical turk like sites offer numerous advantages for both workers and businesses,
but they also come with certain limitations and risks. Understanding these factors is
essential for making informed decisions about participation.

Benefits for Workers

¢ Flexibility: Ability to work anytime and from anywhere.
e Variety: Access to diverse tasks that suit different skills.
e Low Entry Barrier: Minimal qualifications needed to start working.

e Supplemental Income: Opportunity to earn extra money alongside other
commitments.



Benefits for Requesters

e Cost-Effective: Affordable way to outsource small tasks.
e Scalability: Ability to handle large volumes of tasks quickly.

¢ Access to Diverse Workforce: Global pool of workers with varied expertise.

Challenges and Limitations

Workers may face inconsistent task availability, low pay for some tasks, and occasional
unfair rejections. Requesters must ensure clear task instructions and fair compensation to
maintain quality. Additionally, both parties need to be cautious of scams or unethical
practices on some platforms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Mechanical Turk like sites?

Mechanical Turk like sites are online platforms that connect businesses or individuals with
a crowd of workers who complete small tasks, often called microtasks, in exchange for
payment.

What are some popular alternatives to Amazon
Mechanical Turk?

Popular alternatives include Clickworker, Appen, Microworkers, Figure Eight (now part of
Appen), and Prolific, all of which offer similar microtask crowdsourcing services.

How do Mechanical Turk like sites ensure the quality of
work?

These sites typically use quality control methods such as worker qualification tests, task
verification by multiple workers, automated checks, and requester reviews to maintain
high-quality outputs.

What types of tasks are commonly found on Mechanical
Turk like platforms?

Common tasks include data labeling, content moderation, surveys, transcription, image
tagging, sentiment analysis, and simple data entry jobs.



Are Mechanical Turk like sites suitable for people
looking to make full-time income?

Generally, these platforms are better suited for supplemental income or flexible part-time
work, as the pay per task is often low and task availability can be inconsistent.

How can workers maximize earnings on Mechanical
Turk like platforms?

Workers can maximize earnings by qualifying for higher-paying tasks, working quickly and
accurately, using scripts or tools allowed by the platform to find tasks faster, and focusing
on reputable requesters.

Is it safe to use Mechanical Turk like sites?

Most reputable sites are safe to use, but workers should be cautious of scams, avoid
sharing sensitive personal information, and research platforms before committing
significant time.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Crowdwork: Strategies for Success on Mechanical Turk and Beyond

This book offers a comprehensive guide to effectively navigating Mechanical Turk and
similar platforms. It covers best practices for selecting high-paying tasks, managing time
efficiently, and maximizing earnings. Readers will also find tips on avoiding scams and
improving task approval rates.

2. The Gig Economy and Microtasking: Insights from Mechanical Turk

Exploring the rise of microtask platforms, this book examines how Mechanical Turk and
related sites have transformed the gig economy. It provides an analysis of worker
demographics, economic impacts, and the ethical considerations surrounding crowd labor.
The author also discusses future trends in digital labor markets.

3. Crowdsourcing for Researchers: Utilizing Mechanical Turk and Other Platforms
Designed for academics and professionals, this book explains how to use Mechanical Turk
and similar sites for data collection and experimental research. It includes practical advice
on designing tasks, ensuring data quality, and managing participant engagement. Case
studies highlight successful research projects employing crowdwork.

4. Automation and Human Intelligence: The Role of Mechanical Turk in Al Training

This title delves into the symbiotic relationship between human workers on platforms like
Mechanical Turk and artificial intelligence development. It explores how microtasks
contribute to training machine learning models and improving Al accuracy. Ethical
implications and challenges of relying on crowd labor are also discussed.

5. Beyond Mechanical Turk: A Guide to Alternative Microtask Platforms
For those interested in exploring options outside Mechanical Turk, this book reviews a
variety of similar sites and services. It compares platform features, payment structures,



and task diversity. Readers gain insights into finding the best fit for their skills and
earning goals.

6. The Economics of Microtask Platforms: Understanding Mechanical Turk and Its
Competitors

This book provides an economic perspective on microtask marketplaces, analyzing supply
and demand dynamics, pricing models, and worker incentives. It covers Mechanical Turk
extensively and contrasts it with emerging competitors. Policy implications and potential
reforms are also examined.

7. Quality Control in Crowdsourcing: Techniques for Mechanical Turk and Similar Sites
Focusing on maintaining high-quality outputs, this book offers strategies for requesters
and workers on Mechanical Turk and other platforms. Techniques such as task design,
validation methods, and feedback mechanisms are discussed in detail. The book aims to
improve reliability and trust in crowd-generated data.

8. Digital Labor and Worker Rights: Challenges on Mechanical Turk and Microtask Sites
This title addresses the social and legal issues faced by workers on Mechanical Turk and
analogous platforms. It investigates labor rights, wage fairness, and workplace protections
in the context of digital gig work. The book advocates for improved standards and
collective organizing among crowdworkers.

9. Practical Tips for New Crowdworkers: Starting Your Journey on Mechanical Turk

A beginner-friendly guide, this book helps new users get started with Mechanical Turk and
similar microtask sites. It covers account setup, task selection, and strategies to build a
good reputation. The author shares personal experiences and common pitfalls to avoid for
a successful start in crowdworking.

Mechanical Turk Like Sites
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mechanical turk like sites: Work Without the Worker Philip Jones, 2021-10-05 We are told
that the future of work will be increasingly automated. Algorithms, processing massive amounts of
information at startling speed, will lead us to a new world of effortless labour and a post-work utopia
of ever expanding leisure. But behind the gleaming surface stands millions of workers, often in the
Global South, manually processing data for a pittance. Recent years have seen a boom in online
crowdworking platforms like Amazon's Mechanical Turk and Clickworker, and these have become an
increasingly important source of work for millions of people. And it is these badly paid tasks, not
algorithms, that make our digital lives possible. Used to process data for everything from the
mechanics of self-driving cars to Google image search, this is an increasingly powerful part of the
new digital economy, although one hidden and rarely spoken of. But what happens to work when it
makes itself obsolete. In this stimulating work that blends political economy, studies of
contemporary work, and speculations on the future of capitalism, Phil Jones looks at what this often
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murky and hidden form of labour looks like, and what it says about the state of global capitalism.

mechanical turk like sites: Crowdsourcing our Cultural Heritage Mia Ridge, 2016-04-22
Crowdsourcing, or asking the general public to help contribute to shared goals, is increasingly
popular in memory institutions as a tool for digitising or computing vast amounts of data. This book
brings together for the first time the collected wisdom of international leaders in the theory and
practice of crowdsourcing in cultural heritage. It features eight accessible case studies of
groundbreaking projects from leading cultural heritage and academic institutions, and four
thought-provoking essays that reflect on the wider implications of this engagement for participants
and on the institutions themselves. Crowdsourcing in cultural heritage is more than a framework for
creating content: as a form of mutually beneficial engagement with the collections and research of
museums, libraries, archives and academia, it benefits both audiences and institutions. However,
successful crowdsourcing projects reflect a commitment to developing effective interface and
technical designs. This book will help practitioners who wish to create their own crowdsourcing
projects understand how other institutions devised the right combination of source material and the
tasks for their ‘crowd’. The authors provide theoretically informed, actionable insights on
crowdsourcing in cultural heritage, outlining the context in which their projects were created, the
challenges and opportunities that informed decisions during implementation, and reflecting on the
results. This book will be essential reading for information and cultural management professionals,
students and researchers in universities, corporate, public or academic libraries, museums and
archives.

mechanical turk like sites: 100 Money Earning Websites and Apps eBook PDF with my proof
2021 | Money making online websites Akash Khandavilli, Watch Video Proof:
https://youtu.be/3N7iYN3SiAM Note: Please watch video proof and demo pages before buying. List
of Categories in eBook: -Graphic Design, Art, Photography -Survey, Watch Videos or ADS -Affiliate
Marketing -Writing, Take Notes -Translator, Transcription -Services, Micro Task -Selling Digital
Product -Other -Mobile Apps About this eBook: In this eBook, I have written about websites & apps
that pay money based on your work or action. You will get information about - How much you get
paid | Skills Required | Payout to | Withdraw Period | Founder | Established I have also kept 4 of my
proofs with screenshots and tips. Some websites don't require any skill. You don't need to be
professional at all. Everyday technology changes and companies share their profit with partners. You
need PayPal or Payoneer or a bank account to get paid. Please read all terms and conditions of a
website, before joining the program. Buy, Read and Start working with the website you love. Save
your time.

mechanical turk like sites: Machine Learning for Text Charu C. Aggarwal, 2022-05-04 This
second edition textbook covers a coherently organized framework for text analytics, which
integrates material drawn from the intersecting topics of information retrieval, machine learning,
and natural language processing. Particular importance is placed on deep learning methods. The
chapters of this book span three broad categories:1. Basic algorithms: Chapters 1 through 7 discuss
the classical algorithms for text analytics such as preprocessing, similarity computation, topic
modeling, matrix factorization, clustering, classification, regression, and ensemble analysis. 2.
Domain-sensitive learning and information retrieval: Chapters 8 and 9 discuss learning models in
heterogeneous settings such as a combination of text with multimedia or Web links. The problem of
information retrieval and Web search is also discussed in the context of its relationship with ranking
and machine learning methods. 3. Natural language processing: Chapters 10 through 16 discuss
various sequence-centric and natural language applications, such as feature engineering, neural
language models, deep learning, transformers, pre-trained language models, text summarization,
information extraction, knowledge graphs, question answering, opinion mining, text segmentation,
and event detection. Compared to the first edition, this second edition textbook (which targets
mostly advanced level students majoring in computer science and math) has substantially more
material on deep learning and natural language processing. Significant focus is placed on topics like
transformers, pre-trained language models, knowledge graphs, and question answering.



mechanical turk like sites: Analyzing Social Media Networks with NodeXL Derek Hansen,
Ben Shneiderman, Marc A. Smith, 2010-09-14 Analyzing Social Media Networks with NodeXL offers
backgrounds in information studies, computer science, and sociology. This book is divided into three
parts: analyzing social media, NodeXL tutorial, and social-media network analysis case studies. Part
I provides background in the history and concepts of social media and social networks. Also included
here is social network analysis, which flows from measuring, to mapping, and modeling collections
of connections. The next part focuses on the detailed operation of the free and open-source NodeXL
extension of Microsoft Excel, which is used in all exercises throughout this book. In the final part,
each chapter presents one form of social media, such as e-mail, Twitter, Facebook, Flickr, and
Youtube. In addition, there are descriptions of each system, the nature of networks when people
interact, and types of analysis for identifying people, documents, groups, and events. - Walks you
through NodeXL, while explaining the theory and development behind each step, providing
takeaways that can apply to any SNA - Demonstrates how visual analytics research can be applied to
SNA tools for the mass market - Includes case studies from researchers who use NodeXL on popular
networks like email, Facebook, Twitter, and wikis - Download companion materials and resources at
https://nodexl.codeplex.com/documentation

mechanical turk like sites: Gigged Sarah Kessler, 2018-06-12 With deep reporting and
graceful storytelling, Sarah Kessler reveals the ground truth of a key part of the American
workforce. Her analysis is both astute and nuanced, making GIGGED essential reading for anyone
interested in the future of work. —Daniel H. Pink, author of WHEN and DRIVE The full-time job is
disappearing—is landing the right gig the new American Dream? One in three American workers is
now a freelancer. This “gig economy”—one that provides neither the guarantee of steady hours nor
benefits—emerged out of the digital era and has revolutionized the way we do business. High-profile
tech start-ups such as Uber and Airbnb are constantly making headlines for the disruption they
cause to the industries they overturn. But what are the effects of this disruption, from Wall Street
down to Main Street? What challenges do employees and job-seekers face at every level of
professional experience? In the tradition of the great business narratives of our time, Gigged offers
deeply-sourced, up-close-and-personal accounts of our new economy. From the computer
programmer who chooses exactly which hours he works each week, to the Uber driver who starts a
union, to the charity worker who believes freelance gigs might just transform a declining rural town,
journalist Sarah Kessler follows a wide range of individuals from across the country to provide a
nuanced look at how the gig economy is playing out in real-time. Kessler wades through the hype
and hyperbole to tackle the big questions: What does the future of work look like? Will the millennial
generation do as well as their parents? How can we all find meaningful, well-paid work?

mechanical turk like sites: Critical Discourse Studies and Technology Ian Roderick,
2016-06-16 Making a new contribution to the developing field of multimodal critical discourse
studies, Ian Roderick's book demonstrates how technologies that tend to be widely represented as
innovative, or as simple pragmatic solutions, are always anchored in power relations and are
therefore deeply ideological. A series of examples analysing technologies such as robotics, smart
phones or bio-medicine, their functioning and uses, as well as their representations in the media,
show that these are embedded within discourses that tell us about social and power relations,
identities and political values. The book takes a tour of everyday technologies and how they are
represented in different settings. A Disney theme park attraction showing how technology has
improved family life makes many assumptions about what is natural in terms of interpersonal
relations, pleasure and satisfaction. Advertisements that represent robot workers inform us about
the kinds of worker-management relations now characterising work places. Roderick looks at the
way that technologies, while often represented as divorced from their production and maintenance,
as objects of wonder, need to be seen within a fabric of social relations that tends to be supressed
from how we see them as part of a wider technological fetishism. Engaging with existing theories of
technology, the book argues that we must take a more interdisciplinary approach to avoid the
pitfalls of social constructivism and technological determinism. Our experiences of technologies are



shaped through the relationship between knowledge, practices and institutional forms.

mechanical turk like sites: Good Enough for Government Work Amy E. Lerman, 2019-06-14
American government is in the midst of a reputation crisis. An overwhelming majority of
citizens—Republicans and Democrats alike—hold negative perceptions of the government and
believe it is wasteful, inefficient, and doing a generally poor job managing public programs and
providing public services. When social problems arise, Americans are therefore skeptical that the
government has the ability to respond effectively. It’s a serious problem, argues Amy E. Lerman, and
it will not be a simple one to fix. With Good Enough for Government Work, Lerman uses surveys,
experiments, and public opinion data to argue persuasively that the reputation of government is
itself an impediment to government’s ability to achieve the common good. In addition to improving
its efficiency and effectiveness, government therefore has an equally critical task: countering the
belief that the public sector is mired in incompetence. Lerman takes readers through the main
challenges. Negative perceptions are highly resistant to change, she shows, because we tend to
perceive the world in a way that confirms our negative stereotypes of government—even in the face
of new information. Those who hold particularly negative perceptions also begin to “opt out” in favor
of private alternatives, such as sending their children to private schools, living in gated
communities, and refusing to participate in public health insurance programs. When sufficient
numbers of people opt out of public services, the result can be a decline in the objective quality of
public provision. In this way, citizens’ beliefs about government can quickly become a self-fulfilling
prophecy, with consequences for all. Lerman concludes with practical solutions for how the
government might improve its reputation and roll back current efforts to eliminate or privatize even
some of the most critical public services.

mechanical turk like sites: New England English James N. Stanford, 2019 For nearly 400
years, New England has held an important place in the development of American English, and New
England accents are very well known in popular imagination. This book is the first large-scale
academic project since the 1930s to focus specifically on New England English as a whole. It
presents new variationist sociolinguistic research covering all six New England states, with detailed
geographic, acoustic phonetic, and statistical analyses of recently collected data from over 1,600
New Englanders. The book systematically documents major traditional New England dialect features
and their current usage in terms of location, age, gender, ethnicity, social class, and other factors.

mechanical turk like sites: Polling at a Crossroads Michael A. Bailey, 2024-03-07 Polling at a
Crossroads presents an intuitive paradigm that allows us to understand and confront the challenges
facing modern polling.

mechanical turk like sites: Crowdsourcing For Dummies David Alan Grier, 2013-03-27 Give
your business the edge with crowd-power! Crowdsourcing is an innovative way of outsourcing tasks,
problems or requests to a group or community online. There are lots of ways business can use
crowdsourcing to their advantage: be it crowdsourcing product ideas and development, design tasks,
market research, testing, capturing or analyzing data, and even raising funds. It offers access to a
wide pool of talent and ideas, and is an exciting way to engage the public with your business.
Crowdsourcing For Dummies is your plain-English guide to making crowdsourcing, crowdfunding
and open innovation work for you. It gives step-by-step advice on how to plan, start and manage a
crowdsourcing project, where to crowdsource, how to find the perfect audience, how best to
motivate your crowd, and tips for troubleshooting.

mechanical turk like sites: Conducting Online Research on Amazon Mechanical Turk and
Beyond Leib Litman, Jonathan Robinson, 2020-05-12 Conducting Online Research on Amazon
Mechanical Turk® and Beyond, written by Leib Litman and Jonathan Robinson, provides both
students and experienced researchers with essential information about the online platforms most
often used for social science research. This insightful and accessible text answers common questions
like, How do I maintain data quality in online studies?, What is the best way to recruit hard-to-reach
samples? and How can researchers navigate the ethical issues that are unique to online research?
Drawing on their experiences as the founders of CloudResearch (formerly TurkPrime), the authors



provide information that guides new users planning their first online studies and engages even the
most experienced researchers with detailed discussions about the challenges of online research. The
book begins with an overview of Amazon’s Mechanical Turk and its rapid rise within academic
research. Then, the authors describe how to set up an MTurk study with screenshots that walk
readers through the steps of creating an account, designing a study, collecting data, and using
third-party applications to enhance MTurk’s functionality. Later chapters provide readers with a
detailed understanding of the MTurk environment and use data from hundreds of thousands of
participants and tens of millions of completed tasks to dive into issues like participant demographics,
sources of sampling bias, and the generalizability of findings from MTurk. Finally, the book explores
the benefits of using other online platforms as a complement to MTurk and the ethical issues that
are unique to conducting research with online participant platforms. Throughout the book, the
authors share hands-on advice and best practices, such as those for conducting longitudinal studies
or carrying out complex studies. Altogether the mix of data, insight, and advice make this book an
essential resource for researchers who want to understand the online environment and the most
effective ways to conduct research online.

mechanical turk like sites: Crowdsourcing for Speech Processing Maxine Eskenazi, Gina-Anne
Levow, Helen Meng, Gabriel Parent, David Suendermann, 2013-02-15 Provides an insightful and
practical introduction to crowdsourcing as a means of rapidly processing speech data Intended for
those who want to get started in the domain and learn how to set up a task, what interfaces are
available, how to assess the work, etc. as well as for those who already have used crowdsourcing
and want to create better tasks and obtain better assessments of the work of the crowd. It will
include screenshots to show examples of good and poor interfaces; examples of case studies in
speech processing tasks, going through the task creation process, reviewing options in the interface,
in the choice of medium (MTurk or other) and explaining choices, etc. Provides an insightful and
practical introduction to crowdsourcing as a means of rapidly processing speech data. Addresses
important aspects of this new technique that should be mastered before attempting a crowdsourcing
application. Offers speech researchers the hope that they can spend much less time dealing with the
data gathering/annotation bottleneck, leaving them to focus on the scientific issues. Readers will
directly benefit from the book’s successful examples of how crowd- sourcing was implemented for
speech processing, discussions of interface and processing choices that worked and choices that
didn’t, and guidelines on how to play and record speech over the internet, how to design tasks, and
how to assess workers. Essential reading for researchers and practitioners in speech research
groups involved in speech processing

mechanical turk like sites: Humans at Work in the Digital Age Shawna Ross, Andrew Pilsch,
2019-12-05 Humans at Work in the Digital Age explores the roots of twenty-first-century cultures of
digital textual labor, mapping the diverse physical and cognitive acts involved, and recovering the
invisible workers and work that support digital technologies. Drawing on 14 case studies organized
around four sites of work, this book shows how definitions of labor have been influenced by the
digital technologies that employees use to produce, interpret, or process text. Incorporating
methodology and theory from a range of disciplines and highlighting labor issues related to topics as
diverse as census tabulation, market research, electronic games, digital archives, and 3D modeling,
contributors uncover the roles played by race, class, gender, sexuality, and national politics in
determining how narratives of digital labor are constructed and erased. Because each chapter is
centered on the human cost of digital technologies, however, it is individual people immersed in
cultures of technology who are the focus of the volume, rather than the technologies themselves.
Humans at Work in the Digital Age shows how humanistic inquiry can be a valuable tool in the
emerging conversation surrounding digital textual labor. As such, this book will be essential reading
for academics and postgraduate students engaged in the study of digital humanities;
human-computer interaction; digital culture and social justice; race, class, gender, and sexuality in
digital realms; the economics of the internet; and technology in higher education.

mechanical turk like sites: Uberworked and Underpaid Trebor Scholz, 2017-05-23 This



book is about the rise of digital labor. Companies like Uber and Amazon Mechanical Turk promise
autonomy, choice, and flexibility. One of network culture's toughest critics, Trebor Scholz chronicles
the work of workers in the sharing economy, and the free labor on sites like Facebook, to take these
myths apart. In this rich, accessible, and provocative book, Scholz exposes the uncaring reality of
contingent digital work, which is thriving at the expense of employment and worker rights. The book
is meant to inspire readers to join the growing number of worker-owned platform cooperatives,
rethink unions, and build a better future of work. A call to action, loud and clear, Uberworked and
Underpaid shows that it is time to stop wage theft and crowd fleecing, rethink wealth distribution,
and address the urgent question of how digital labor should be regulated and how workers from
Berlin, Barcelona, Seattle, and Sao Paulo can act in solidarity to defend their rights.

mechanical turk like sites: Everything Is Obvious Duncan J. Watts, 2012-06-26 By
understanding how and when common sense fails, we can improve our understanding of the present
and better plan for the future. Drawing on the latest scientific research, along with a wealth of
historical and contemporary examples, Watts shows how common sense reasoning and history
conspire to mislead us into believing that we understand more about the world of human behavior
than we do; and in turn, why attempts to predict, manage, or manipulate social and economic
systems so often go awry. It seems obvious, for example, that people respond to incentives; yet
policy makers and managers alike frequently fail to anticipate how people will respond to the
incentives they create. Social trends often seem to be driven by certain influential people; yet
marketers have been unable to identify these “influencers” in advance. And although successful
products or companies always seem in retrospect to have succeeded because of their unique
qualities, predicting the qualities of the next hit product or hot company is notoriously difficult even
for experienced professionals. Watts' argument has important implications in politics, business, and
marketing, as well as in science and everyday life.

mechanical turk like sites: I Lost $25 Attempting to Make a Profit From This Book by
Working From Home! And You Can Too! Michael Gross, 2017-03-13 A collection of writings from
Mechanical Turk workers and my attempts to also make some skrilla on the web.

mechanical turk like sites: The Big Switch: Rewiring the World, from Edison to Google
Nicholas Carr, 2009-01-19 “Magisterial...Draws an elegant and illuminating parallel between the
late-19th-century electrification of America and today’s computing world.” —Salon Hailed as “the
most influential book so far on the cloud computing movement” (Christian Science Monitor), The Big
Switch makes a simple and profound statement: Computing is turning into a utility, and the effects
of this transition will ultimately change society as completely as the advent of cheap electricity did.
In a new chapter for this edition that brings the story up-to-date, Nicholas Carr revisits the dramatic
new world being conjured from the circuits of the “World Wide Computer.”

mechanical turk like sites: Insecurity Richard Grusin, 2022-04-05 Investigating insecurity as
the predominant logic of life in the present moment Challenging several key concepts of the
twenty-first century, including precarity, securitization, and resilience, this collection explores the
concept of insecurity as a predominant logic governing recent cultural, economic, political, and
social life in the West. The essays illuminate how attempts to make human and nonhuman systems
secure and resilient end up having the opposite effect, making insecurity the default state of life
today. Unique in its wide disciplinary breadth and variety of topics and methodological
approaches—from intellectual history and cultural critique to case studies, qualitative ethnography,
and personal narrative—Insecurity is written predominantly from the viewpoint of the United States.
The contributors’ analyses include the securitization of nongovernmental aid to Palestine,
Bangladeshi climate refugees, and the privatization of U.S. military forces; the history of the concept
of insecurity and the securitization of finance; racialized urban development in Augusta, Georgia;
Amazon’s Mechanical Turk and the consequences of the Marie Kondo method; and the intricate
politics of sexual harassment in the U.S. academy. Contributors: Neel Ahuja, U of California, Santa
Cruz; Aneesh Aneesh, U of Wisconsin, Milwaukee; Lisa Bhungalia, Kent State U; Jennifer Doyle, U of
California, Riverside; Annie McClanahan, U of California, Irvine; Andrea Miller, Florida Atlantic U;



Mark Neocleous, Brunel U London; A. Naomi Paik, U of Illinois, Chicago; Maureen Ryan, U of South
Carolina; Saskia Sassen, Columbia U.

mechanical turk like sites: Surrogate Humanity Neda Atanasoski, Kalindi Vora, 2019-02-28
In Surrogate Humanity Neda Atanasoski and Kalindi Vora trace the ways in which robots, artificial
intelligence, and other technologies serve as surrogates for human workers within a labor system
entrenched in racial capitalism and patriarchy. Analyzing myriad technologies, from sex robots and
military drones to sharing-economy platforms, Atanasoski and Vora show how liberal structures of
antiblackness, settler colonialism, and patriarchy are fundamental to human---machine interactions,
as well as the very definition of the human. While these new technologies and engineering projects
promise a revolutionary new future, they replicate and reinforce racialized and gendered ideas
about devalued work, exploitation, dispossession, and capitalist accumulation. Yet, even as
engineers design robots to be more perfect versions of the human—more rational killers, more
efficient workers, and tireless companions—the potential exists to develop alternative modes of
engineering and technological development in ways that refuse the racial and colonial logics that
maintain social hierarchies and inequality.
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