
med schools that don't require physics

med schools that don't require physics have become an important consideration for many prospective
medical students seeking to pursue a career in medicine without the traditional prerequisite of physics
coursework. As medical education evolves, some programs recognize that not all applicants come from the
same academic background and therefore offer alternative pathways. This article explores the landscape of
medical schools that waive the physics requirement, detailing the types of institutions, their admission
criteria, and how applicants can prepare effectively. Additionally, it discusses the implications of choosing
such schools on career prospects and highlights strategies for students to strengthen their applications.
Understanding these options can broaden access to medical education and help candidates make informed
decisions about their academic journey. Below is an overview of the topics covered in this article.

Understanding Medical School Prerequisites

Why Some Med Schools Do Not Require Physics

Examples of Med Schools That Don't Require Physics

Alternative Coursework and Preparation

Impact on Medical School Admission and Career

Tips for Applicants to Med Schools Without Physics Requirement

Understanding Medical School Prerequisites
Medical school prerequisites are the foundational courses that applicants must complete before being eligible
to apply. These generally include biology, chemistry, physics, and mathematics, as they provide the
essential scientific knowledge needed for medical training. However, the exact requirements can vary
significantly between medical schools. While physics has traditionally been seen as a core prerequisite, an
increasing number of institutions are offering more flexibility to accommodate diverse academic
backgrounds.

Common Prerequisite Courses
Most medical schools require courses in the following subjects:



General Biology with lab

General Chemistry with lab

Organic Chemistry with lab

Physics with lab (varies by school)

Mathematics (often including calculus or statistics)

Understanding which schools waive physics can help applicants tailor their undergraduate coursework
effectively.

Why Some Med Schools Do Not Require Physics
Several reasons explain why certain medical schools do not mandate physics as a prerequisite. The evolving
nature of medical education and a shift toward competency-based learning models have led some programs
to reconsider traditional requirements. Additionally, some schools emphasize clinical skills and biological
sciences over physical sciences, believing that physics is not essential for success in medical training. This
flexibility also aims to increase diversity in the applicant pool and support students from non-traditional
backgrounds.

Educational Philosophy and Curriculum Focus
Medical schools that omit physics requirements often prioritize biological sciences and clinical experience.
Their curricula may be designed to integrate physics concepts within other courses or rely on on-the-job
learning during clinical rotations. This approach reflects a broader trend toward interdisciplinary education
and holistic admissions processes.

Accessibility and Diversity Considerations
By removing physics as a barrier, these schools increase accessibility for students who excel in other areas
but may not have had the opportunity or interest to take physics courses. This can promote diversity in
medicine by attracting candidates with varied strengths and backgrounds.

Examples of Med Schools That Don't Require Physics
While the majority of U.S. medical schools include physics as a prerequisite, there are notable exceptions.



Some osteopathic medical schools (DO programs) and a select number of allopathic schools (MD programs)
offer admissions without requiring physics. It is important to verify specific program requirements as they
can change.

Osteopathic Medical Schools
Many osteopathic schools have more flexible prerequisites, often not requiring physics explicitly. Examples
include:

Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM)

Des Moines University College of Osteopathic Medicine

Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine (PCOM)

Allopathic Medical Schools
Some allopathic medical schools have also waived physics requirements or accept alternative coursework.
Examples include:

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley School of Medicine

Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine

California Northstate University College of Medicine

Applicants should consult individual school websites or admissions offices to confirm current prerequisites.

Alternative Coursework and Preparation
Applicants to med schools that don't require physics can still benefit from related coursework or
experiences that strengthen their scientific understanding. Some schools accept alternatives such as
biochemistry, statistics, or advanced biology courses in place of physics. Additionally, gaining experience
through research, volunteering, or healthcare exposure can enhance the application.



Substituting Physics with Other Sciences
Some schools allow candidates to substitute physics with courses in:

Biochemistry

Human Anatomy and Physiology

Statistics and Data Analysis

Advanced Biology or Microbiology

These courses can demonstrate scientific aptitude and preparedness for medical school curricula.

Gaining Relevant Experience
Hands-on experience in clinical or research settings is highly valuable. It provides practical knowledge and
showcases a commitment to medicine beyond academic prerequisites. Volunteering, shadowing physicians,
and participating in research projects are excellent ways to build a strong application.

Impact on Medical School Admission and Career
Choosing a medical school that does not require physics may have implications for admission
competitiveness and future career opportunities. While some schools prioritize a holistic review process,
others might still value physics knowledge indirectly. It is essential to consider how this choice aligns with
long-term professional goals.

Admissions Competitiveness
Medical schools without a physics requirement may attract a broader range of applicants, potentially
intensifying competition. However, applicants who lack physics coursework can stand out by excelling in
other academic areas and demonstrating strong clinical experiences.

Career Considerations
Physics knowledge can be beneficial in certain medical specialties such as radiology, cardiology, and
anesthesiology. Candidates planning to pursue these fields should weigh the pros and cons of attending a
school without physics prerequisites. Nonetheless, medical education and residency training provide ample



opportunity to acquire necessary skills.

Tips for Applicants to Med Schools Without Physics
Requirement
Applicants targeting med schools that don't require physics should adopt strategies to maximize their
chances of acceptance and readiness for medical training. These include careful school selection, academic
planning, and gaining relevant experience.

Research and Verify School Requirements
It is critical to thoroughly research each medical school's admission prerequisites as policies may change.
Direct communication with admissions offices and reviewing official guidelines ensures accurate and
current information.

Strengthen Other Academic Areas
Without physics, applicants should emphasize excellence in biology, chemistry, and other sciences. Taking
advanced courses and maintaining a high GPA demonstrate strong academic capability.

Build a Well-Rounded Application
Engaging in extracurricular activities, leadership roles, research, and clinical experiences can compensate
for the absence of physics coursework. Personal statements and interviews are opportunities to highlight
unique strengths and motivations.

Prepare for Standardized Exams
Medical College Admission Test (MCAT) preparation remains essential. The MCAT includes physics
content, so applicants should self-study or take supplementary courses to perform well on this component.

Frequently Asked Questions



Are there medical schools that don't require physics as a prerequisite?
Yes, some medical schools do not require physics as a prerequisite, focusing instead on biology and
chemistry courses. However, these schools are less common, and requirements vary by institution.

Why do some med schools not require physics for admission?
Some medical schools emphasize a strong foundation in biology and chemistry over physics, believing these
subjects are more directly relevant to medical studies. They may also consider alternative coursework or
experiences.

Can I apply to med schools without having taken physics in undergrad?
Yes, if the medical schools you are applying to do not list physics as a required prerequisite, you can apply
without taking physics. It's important to research each school's requirements carefully.

Which medical schools do not require physics for admission?
Medical schools like New York University (NYU), Boston University, and some osteopathic programs may
not require physics. Requirements change frequently, so it's best to check each school's official admissions
page.

Does not taking physics put me at a disadvantage for med school
admission?
It depends on the school. Some schools prefer applicants with a physics background, while others do not
require it. Having physics may strengthen your application but is not always mandatory.

How can I strengthen my med school application if I skip physics?
Focus on excelling in other science courses like biology and chemistry, gain clinical experience, participate
in research, and prepare well for the MCAT to demonstrate your readiness for medical school.

Is the MCAT physics content a barrier for students who haven't taken
physics?
The MCAT includes physics-related questions, so students who haven't taken physics may find this section
challenging. Studying physics concepts independently or through prep courses can help.

Are osteopathic medical schools more flexible with physics requirements?
Many osteopathic medical schools have more flexible prerequisites and may not require physics. It's
important to verify each program's specific admission criteria.



Where can I find updated information about med school prerequisites
regarding physics?
The best sources are official medical school websites, the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC),
and resources like the Medical School Admission Requirements (MSAR) database.

Additional Resources
1. Medical School Admission Without Physics: A Guide for Aspiring Students
This book offers a comprehensive overview for students aiming to enter medical school programs that do
not require physics as a prerequisite. It details alternative coursework and highlights schools with flexible
admission criteria. Readers will find strategies to strengthen their applications through relevant
experiences and academic preparation.

2. Pathways to Medicine: Navigating Schools That Skip Physics
Focused on identifying medical schools that waive physics requirements, this guidebook helps prospective
students chart a successful path to medical education. It includes profiles of institutions, advice on MCAT
preparation emphasizing other science subjects, and tips for building a strong science foundation without
physics.

3. Alternative Science Routes to Medical School
This resource explores various science prerequisites that can substitute for physics in medical school
admissions. It discusses how subjects like biology and chemistry can be leveraged and offers insights into
the evolving medical school admissions landscape. The book also addresses how to tailor your academic plan
accordingly.

4. Medical School Admissions for Non-Physics Students
A practical manual aimed at students who prefer to avoid physics but are determined to pursue medicine.
It outlines the requirements of different medical schools, shares application strategies, and provides study
plans focusing on other core science subjects. The book also includes testimonials from successful applicants.

5. MCAT Prep Without Physics: Strategies for Success
This book is designed to help students prepare for the Medical College Admission Test without a physics
background. It emphasizes mastering biology, chemistry, and critical analysis sections, and offers study
techniques and resources that compensate for the physics portion. Readers will benefit from practice
questions and test-taking tips.

6. The No-Physics Medical School Applicant's Handbook
Providing a step-by-step approach, this handbook assists students who seek medical schools that do not
require physics. It includes guidance on selecting the right programs, crafting a compelling personal
statement, and excelling in interviews. The book also discusses alternative ways to demonstrate scientific
competence.



7. Science Prerequisites for Medicine: Beyond Physics
This title examines the core science requirements across various medical schools, focusing on those that
allow flexibility around physics. It offers advice on fulfilling prerequisites through other disciplines and
highlights the importance of interdisciplinary knowledge in medicine. The book is useful for students
designing their pre-med curriculum.

8. Applying to Med Schools Without Physics: Insider Tips
Written by admissions consultants, this book shares insider knowledge on how to successfully apply to
medical schools that do not mandate physics courses. It covers application timelines, recommendation letters,
and alternative experiences that strengthen candidacy. The book also addresses common concerns and
misconceptions.

9. Successful Medical School Applications Without Physics
This guide showcases stories of students who gained admission to medical schools without completing
physics. It provides actionable advice on academic planning, extracurricular involvement, and interview
preparation. The book aims to inspire and equip students to pursue medicine through non-traditional
pathways.
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  med schools that don t require physics: Community College PreMed Classes: Pre-Nursing,
Pre-Pharmacy, and Pre-Med Requirements Tony Guerra, 2017-05-12 The road to professional school
is confusing and expensive. By going to community college, it's possible to save a significant amount
of money on your road to a health career. This book outlines the benefits of completing your
pre-professional course requirements at a community college. Includes advice regarding
coursework, the professional entrance exam, and interview for pre-nursing, pre-pharmacy, and
pre-med students. El camino hacia el colegio profesional es confuso y costoso. Al ir a la universidad
de la comunidad, es posible ahorrar una cantidad significativa de dinero en su camino a una carrera
de salud. Este libro describe los beneficios de completar sus requisitos de cursos preprofesionales
en un colegio comunitario. Incluye consejos sobre el curso, el examen de ingreso profesional y la
entrevista para los estudiantes de pre-enfermería, pre-farmacia y pre-med.
  med schools that don t require physics: What High Schools Don't Tell You (And Other
Parents Don't Want You toKnow) Elizabeth Wissner-Gross, 2007-07-19 From the author of What
Colleges Don’t Tell You, a plan to help parents of middle and early high school students prepare
their kids for the best colleges In order to succeed in the fiercely competitive college admissions
game, you need a game plan—and you have to start young. In this empowering guide, Elizabeth
Wissner- Gross, a nationally sought-after college “packager,” helps parents of seventh to tenth
graders create a long-term plan that, come senior year, will allow their kids to virtually write their
own ticket into their choice of schools. Parents should start by helping their kids identify their
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academic passions, then design a four-year strategy based on those interests. The book details
hundreds of opportunities available to make kids stand out that most high school guidance
counselors and teachers simply don’t know about or don’t think to share. This indispensable guide
should be required reading for any parent whose child dreams of attending one of the country’s top
colleges.
  med schools that don t require physics: 10 to 25 David Yeager, 2024-08-06 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER • Acclaimed developmental psychologist David Yeager reveals the new science of
motivating young people ages ten through twenty-five in this groundbreaking book that is a
must-read for managers, parents, educators, coaches, and mentors everywhere. “Required reading
for anyone who aspires to be a wise influence on the young people they care about.” —Angela
Duckworth “One of the most fascinating and important books of the past decade...It will change
millions of lives.” —Carol Dweck “This engaging, data-driven book is filled with practical insights.”
—Adam Grant Imagine a world in which Gen Xers, millennials, and boomers interact with young
people in ways that leave them feeling inspired, enthusiastic, and ready to contribute—rather than
disengaged, outraged, or overwhelmed. That world may be closer than you think. In this book based
on cutting edge research, psychologist David Yeager explains how to stop fearing young people’s
brains and hormones and start harnessing them. Neuroscientists have discovered that around age
ten, puberty spurs the brain to crave socially rewarding experiences, such as pride, admiration, and
respect, and to become highly averse to social pain, such as humiliation or shame. As a result, young
people are subtly reading between the lines of everything we say, trying to interpret the hidden
implications of our words to find out if we are disrespecting or honoring them. Surprisingly, this
sensitivity to status and respect continues into the mid-twenties. 10 to 25 helps adults develop an
ear for the difference between the right and wrong way to respect young people and avoid
frustrating patterns of miscommunication and conflict. Yeager explains how to adopt what he terms
the mentor mindset, which is a leadership style that’s attuned to young people’s need for status and
respect. Anyone can adopt the mentor mindset by following a few highly effective and easy-to-learn
practices such as validating young people’s perspectives (rather than dismissing them), asking them
questions (rather than telling them what to do), being transparent about your beliefs and goals
(rather than assuming that they will accurately guess your thoughts), and holding them to high
standards (rather than coddling them). Yeager’s scientific experiments have shown these practices
reduce a wide variety of behavior problems, including school dropout, unhealthy eating, stress,
purposelessness, mental health problems, and more. One of the biggest misconceptions about
mentoring is that it takes up too much time. On the contrary, those who use the mentor mindset end
up with more time. Through back-and-forth conversations, young people feel empowered, and
managers can transfer responsibility to them. Young people in this age group are poised to learn,
grow, and accomplish incredible things—if only we can tap into the basic neurobiological systems
that drive their motivation and behavior. An essential read for anyone who interacts with young
people, 10 to 25 is a groundbreaking book that offers long-term strategies to help nurture
well-adjusted, independent, accomplished young people who contribute to society in positive
ways—all while making our own lives easier.
  med schools that don t require physics: Book of Majors 2014 The College Board, 2013-07-02
The Book of Majors 2014 by The College Board helps students answer these questions: What's the
major for me? Where can I study it? What can I do with it after graduation? Revised and refreshed
every year, this book is the most comprehensive guide to college majors on the market. In-depth
descriptions of 200 of the most popular majors are followed by complete listings of every major
offered at more than 3,800 colleges, including four-year and two-year colleges and technical schools.
The 2014 edition covers every college major identified by the U.S. Department of Education—over
1,200 majors are listed in all. This is also the only guide that shows what degree levels each college
offers in a major, whether a certificate, associate, bachelor's, master's or doctorate. The guide
features: • insights—from the professors themselves—on how each major is taught, what
preparation students will need, other majors to consider and much more. • updated information on



career options and employment prospects. • the inside scoop on how students can find out if a
college offers a strong program for a particular major, what life is like for students studying that
major, and what professional societies and accrediting agencies to refer to for more background on
the major.
  med schools that don t require physics: U.S. News Ultimate Guide to Medical Schools 3E
Josh Fischman, 2006
  med schools that don t require physics: What High Schools Don't Tell You Elizabeth
Wissner-Gross, 2007 Reveals strategies for helping today's high-school students become an
applicant for whom colleges will compete, identifying academic credentials, extracurricular
programs, and other achievements that will be favorably received by leading admissions committees.
  med schools that don t require physics: Report of the Commissioner of Education USA.
Bureau of Education, 1895
  med schools that don t require physics: Report of the Commissioner of Education United
States. Office of Education, 1895
  med schools that don t require physics: Report of the Commissioner of Education Made to
the Secretary of the Interior for the Year ... with Accompanying Papers United States. Bureau of
Education, 1895
  med schools that don t require physics: Getting Into Medical School Kaplan Test Prep,
2014-09-02 This guide gives applicants the insider advice on: Planning for medical school during
college--what courses to take and extracurricular activities to get involved in Researching the best
medical school for each applicant Preparing an outstanding application and excelling in the
interview Personalized information for all applicants, including minorities, women, the disabled, and
international applicants Detailed advice on how applicants can finance their M.D.s without going too
far into debt after graduation Interviews with successful medical students and admissions advisers
Roundtable discussion with current medical school students on the admissions process.
  med schools that don t require physics: The Best 168 Medical Schools Malaika Stoll,
Princeton Review (Firm), 2011 Profiles 168 top medical schools and offers information on admissions
criteria, financial aid, and special programs for members of minority groups.
  med schools that don t require physics: Don't Tell Me What to Do, Just Send Money
Helen E. Johnson, Christine Schelhas-Miller, 2011-07-05 This completely revised and updated
edition of Don't Tell Me What To Do, Just Send Money prepares parents for the issues that they will
encounter during their children's college years. Since our original publication over ten years ago,
there has been a dramatic increase in the use of cell phone and internet technology. The birth of the
term ‘helicopter parent' is, in part, due to the instant and frequent connectivity that parents have
with their children today. Parents are struggling with the appropriate use of communicative
technology and aren't aware of its impact on their child's development, both personally and
academically. With straightforward practicality and using humorous and helpful case examples and
dialogues, Don't Tell Me What To Do, Just Send Money helps parents lay the groundwork for a new
kind of relationship so that they can help their child more effectively handle everything they'll
encounter during their college years.
  med schools that don t require physics: The Only Woman in the Room Eileen Pollack,
2016-09-06 ONE OF WASHINGTON POST'S NOTABLE NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE YEAR A
bracingly honest exploration of why there are still so few women in STEM fields—“beautifully
written and full of important insights” (Washington Post). In 2005, when Lawrence Summers, then
president of Harvard, asked why so few women, even today, achieve tenured positions in the hard
sciences, Eileen Pollack set out to find the answer. A successful fiction writer, Pollack had grown up
in the 1960s and ’70s dreaming of a career as a theoretical astrophysicist. Denied the chance to take
advanced courses in science and math, she nonetheless made her way to Yale. There, despite finding
herself far behind the men in her classes, she went on to graduate summa cum laude, with honors,
as one of the university’s first two women to earn a bachelor of science degree in physics. And yet,
isolated, lacking in confidence, starved for encouragement, she abandoned her ambition to become a



physicist. Years later, spurred by the suggestion that innate differences in scientific and
mathematical aptitude might account for the dearth of tenured female faculty at Summer’s
institution, Pollack thought back on her own experiences and wondered what, if anything, had
changed in the intervening decades. Based on six years interviewing her former teachers and
classmates, as well as dozens of other women who had dropped out before completing their degrees
in science or found their careers less rewarding than they had hoped, The Only Woman in the Room
is a bracingly honest, no-holds-barred examination of the social, interpersonal, and institutional
barriers confronting women—and minorities—in the STEM fields. This frankly personal and informed
book reflects on women’s experiences in a way that simple data can’t, documenting not only the
more blatant bias of another era but all the subtle disincentives women in the sciences still face. The
Only Woman in the Room shows us the struggles women in the sciences have been hesitant to admit,
and provides hope for changing attitudes and behaviors in ways that could bring far more women
into fields in which even today they remain seriously underrepresented.
  med schools that don t require physics: Making Minds Less Well Educated Than Our Own
Roger C. Schank, 2004-04-26 In the author's words: This book is an honest attempt to understand
what it means to be educated in today's world. His argument is this: No matter how important
science and technology seem to industry or government or indeed to the daily life of people, as a
society we believe that those educated in literature, history, and other humanities are in some way
better informed, more knowing, and somehow more worthy of the descriptor well educated. This
19th-century conception of the educated mind weighs heavily on our notions on how we educate our
young. When we focus on intellectual and scholarly issues in high school as opposed to issues, such
as communications, basic psychology, or child raising, we are continuing to rely on outdated notions
of the educated mind that come from elitist notions of who is to be educated and what that means.
To accommodate the realities of today's world it is necessary to change these elitist notions. We
need to rethink what it means to be educated and begin to focus on a new conception of the very
idea of education. Students need to learn how to think, not how to accomplish tasks, such as passing
standardized tests and reciting rote facts. In this engaging book, Roger C. Schank sets forth the
premises of his argument, cites its foundations in the Great Books themselves, and illustrates it with
examples from an experimental curriculum that has been used in graduate schools and with K-12
students. Making Minds Less Well Educated Than Our Own is essential reading for scholars and
students in the learning sciences, instructional design, curriculum theory and planning, educational
policy, school reform, philosophy of education, higher education, and anyone interested in what it
means to be educated in today's world.
  med schools that don t require physics: MCAT 2015: What the Test Change Means for You
Now Kaplan, 2014-08-05 Big changes are coming to the MCAT in 2015, and Kaplan is here to help
you prepare for them. With four brand-new sections, 80% more questions, and the addition of new
science content including biochemistry, psychology, and sociology, the 2015 MCAT will be a
completely different test. In order to be prepared you need to understand the exam and start
planning for it now, and this guide is the first step. MCAT 2015: What the Test Change Means for
You NowÂ is your complete guide to the new exam, with outlines of both old and new subject areas,
a short-form practice test to help you get ready, and advice on choosing and prepping for the MCAT
that’s right for you.
  med schools that don t require physics: The Best 168 Medical Schools, 2013 Edition
Malaika Stoll, 2012 Profiles 168 top medical schools and offers information on admissions criteria,
financial aid, and special programs for members of minority groups.
  med schools that don t require physics: Passing the UKCAT and BMAT 2010 Glenn
Hutton, Rosalie Hutton, Felicity Taylor, 2010-04-06 This revised and updated 2010 edition is now the
most comprehensive guide available to the UK Clinical Aptitude Test and BMAT. Readers will find all
they need to face the tests with confidence, fulfil their potential and succeed in their application -
whichever universities they are applying to. In addition to an extensive and comprehensive bank of
questions, this essential text takes would-be doctors through everything they need to know from



writing their personal statements and preparing for interviews to time management and test-taking
strategies.
  med schools that don t require physics: The Top 100 Ferguson, 2008-11
  med schools that don t require physics: Best 162 Medical Schools 2005 Edition Malaika
Stoll, Princeton Review (Firm), 2004 Our Best 357 Colleges is the best-selling college guide on the
market because it is the voice of the students. Now we let graduate students speak for themselves,
too, in these brand-new guides for selecting the ideal business, law, medical, or arts and humanities
graduate school. It includes detailed profiles; rankings based on student surveys, like those made
popular by our Best 357 Colleges guide; as well as student quotes about classes, professors, the
social scene, and more. Plus we cover the ins and outs of admissions and financial aid. Each guide
also includes an index of all schools with the most pertinent facts, such as contact information. And
we've topped it all off with our school-says section where participating schools can talk back by
providing their own profiles. It's a whole new way to find the perfect match in a graduate school.
  med schools that don t require physics: Bulletin of the United States Bureau of Labor
Statistics , 1980
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