
mechanical engineering msu requirements
mechanical engineering msu requirements are essential for prospective students aiming to join
the Michigan State University (MSU) Mechanical Engineering program. Understanding these
requirements is crucial for applicants to prepare adequately and ensure their eligibility for admission.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of the MSU mechanical engineering admission
criteria, covering academic prerequisites, application materials, and key program expectations.
Additionally, it explores the specific coursework, standardized test benchmarks, and other factors that
influence an applicant’s success. Whether you are a high school student planning your path or a
transfer student seeking to understand the transfer policies, this guide clarifies the necessary steps to
meet the mechanical engineering MSU requirements effectively. The following sections will delve into
the details of admission prerequisites, academic curricula, and additional program-specific requisites.

Admission Requirements for Mechanical Engineering at MSU

Academic Coursework and GPA Expectations

Standardized Test Scores and Application Materials

Transfer Student Policies and Requirements

Graduate Program Requirements in Mechanical Engineering

Admission Requirements for Mechanical Engineering at
MSU
Admission into the mechanical engineering program at Michigan State University requires meeting
specific criteria designed to assess the academic preparedness and potential of applicants. These
requirements ensure that students have a strong foundation in mathematics, science, and
engineering principles necessary for success in the program. MSU evaluates candidates based on
their high school performance, standardized test scores, and completion of prerequisite courses.
Meeting these requirements is the first step in securing a place in the competitive mechanical
engineering department.

High School Prerequisites
Applicants must complete a set of core high school courses to be considered for admission. These
prerequisites include advanced levels of math and science, which are critical for understanding
mechanical engineering concepts.

Four years of mathematics, including algebra, geometry, and calculus

Four years of English composition and literature



Three to four years of science, including physics and chemistry

Additional coursework in computer science or engineering if available

Application Process Overview
The application process for mechanical engineering at MSU involves submitting a comprehensive
application through the university’s admission portal. Applicants should provide transcripts, test
scores, and personal statements that highlight their interest in engineering. The admissions
committee also considers extracurricular activities related to STEM fields, such as robotics clubs or
engineering competitions, as part of the holistic review.

Academic Coursework and GPA Expectations
Michigan State University maintains rigorous academic standards for its mechanical engineering
program. Prospective students must demonstrate strong academic performance in relevant subjects
to meet the mechanical engineering MSU requirements. The program emphasizes a solid GPA and
mastery of fundamental courses to prepare students for the demanding engineering curriculum.

Core Academic Subjects
Students must excel in several core academic areas, which serve as the foundation for mechanical
engineering studies:

Mathematics: Calculus I and II, differential equations

Physics: Mechanics, electricity and magnetism

Chemistry: General chemistry courses

Computer Science: Basic programming and computational methods

GPA Requirements
MSU typically expects incoming mechanical engineering students to have a competitive GPA, often
above 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. Higher GPAs increase admission chances due to the program’s selective
nature. Additionally, maintaining a strong GPA throughout the initial semesters is vital for progression
within the mechanical engineering curriculum.



Standardized Test Scores and Application Materials
Standardized tests play a significant role in the evaluation of applicants for the mechanical
engineering program at MSU. Alongside academic transcripts, these scores help the admissions
committee gauge applicants’ readiness for the program’s quantitative and analytical demands.

SAT and ACT Requirements
While some universities have moved to optional standardized testing, MSU still considers SAT or ACT
scores as part of the admissions process for mechanical engineering candidates. Competitive scores
typically fall within the following ranges:

SAT: 1200–1450 (Math section scores are particularly important)

ACT: 26–32 (with emphasis on math and science subsections)

Additional Application Materials
Applicants should prepare several supplementary materials to strengthen their applications:

Personal statement or essay articulating interest in mechanical engineering1.

Letters of recommendation from teachers or mentors familiar with the applicant’s academic2.
capabilities

Resume or portfolio highlighting relevant projects, internships, or extracurricular activities3.

Completed application forms submitted before the deadline4.

Transfer Student Policies and Requirements
Michigan State University accepts transfer students into the mechanical engineering program,
provided they meet specific transfer criteria. Understanding these requirements is essential for
students seeking to continue their engineering education at MSU from another institution.

Credit Transfer and Course Equivalencies
Transfer applicants must submit official transcripts and course descriptions for evaluation. MSU’s
College of Engineering assesses the equivalency of previous coursework to ensure alignment with the
mechanical engineering curriculum requirements. Common transferable courses include:

Calculus I and II



Physics with laboratory components

General chemistry

Engineering fundamentals or introductory engineering courses

GPA and Academic Standing for Transfers
Transfer students are typically required to maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 to 3.0,
depending on the competitiveness of the program during the admission cycle. Strong performance in
engineering and math courses is particularly critical for transfer admission into mechanical
engineering.

Graduate Program Requirements in Mechanical
Engineering
For students pursuing advanced degrees, MSU’s mechanical engineering graduate programs have
distinct admission criteria that build upon undergraduate requirements. These criteria ensure that
graduate students possess the necessary academic background and research potential.

Master’s Program Admission Criteria
Applicants to the MSU Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering program must hold a bachelor’s
degree in engineering or a related field. Required materials include official transcripts, GRE scores (if
applicable), letters of recommendation, and a statement of purpose outlining research interests. A
minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.0 is generally expected.

Doctoral Program Requirements
The PhD program at MSU requires applicants to demonstrate advanced knowledge and research
experience in mechanical engineering. Applicants should submit GRE scores, a research proposal, and
letters of recommendation. Admission is competitive and often requires prior research or industry
experience relevant to mechanical engineering fields.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the general admission requirements for the
Mechanical Engineering program at MSU?
The general admission requirements typically include a completed application, official transcripts, a
minimum GPA (usually around 3.0), letters of recommendation, and a statement of purpose. Specific



requirements may vary by MSU campus.

Is the GRE required for admission to the Mechanical
Engineering graduate program at MSU?
Many MSU Mechanical Engineering graduate programs have made the GRE optional or waived it due
to recent changes, but applicants should check the specific MSU campus website for the most current
GRE requirements.

What undergraduate coursework is required for admission to
the Mechanical Engineering MS program at MSU?
Applicants are generally expected to have a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering or a closely
related field, with coursework in mathematics, physics, thermodynamics, fluid mechanics, and
materials science.

Are there any English proficiency requirements for
international students applying to the Mechanical Engineering
MS program at MSU?
Yes, international applicants whose native language is not English typically need to submit TOEFL or
IELTS scores to demonstrate English proficiency, meeting the minimum score set by MSU.

Does MSU require work experience for admission to the
Mechanical Engineering MS program?
Work experience is not usually a strict requirement for admission to the Mechanical Engineering MS
program at MSU, but relevant experience can strengthen an applicant's profile.

What is the minimum GPA required to be eligible for the
Mechanical Engineering MS program at MSU?
Most MSU Mechanical Engineering graduate programs require a minimum undergraduate GPA of
around 3.0 on a 4.0 scale, but this can vary, so applicants should verify with the specific department.

Additional Resources
1. Mechanical Engineering Principles
This book provides a comprehensive introduction to the fundamental concepts of mechanical
engineering. It covers topics such as mechanics, thermodynamics, materials science, and fluid
dynamics, which are essential for MSU mechanical engineering coursework. The clear explanations
and numerous examples make it an excellent resource for both undergraduate students and aspiring
engineers.

2. Engineering Mechanics: Statics and Dynamics
A core textbook often required in mechanical engineering programs, this book delves into the



principles of forces, moments, and motion. It emphasizes problem-solving techniques and real-world
applications relevant to MSU students. The text includes detailed illustrations and practice problems
to enhance understanding of statics and dynamics.

3. Thermodynamics: An Engineering Approach
This title introduces the laws of thermodynamics and their application in engineering systems. It
covers energy transfer, cycles, and properties of pure substances, aligning with MSU’s mechanical
engineering curriculum. The book’s practical approach and example problems help students grasp
complex thermodynamic concepts.

4. Materials Science for Engineers
Focusing on the properties and behaviors of engineering materials, this book is vital for understanding
material selection and performance in mechanical design. It explores metals, polymers, ceramics, and
composites, which are topics commonly addressed in MSU’s materials courses. Detailed case studies
illustrate how materials impact mechanical engineering solutions.

5. Fluid Mechanics Fundamentals and Applications
This text covers the principles of fluid behavior, flow, and pressure, essential for courses in fluid
mechanics at MSU. It presents theoretical concepts alongside practical applications in pipelines,
pumps, and turbines. The book is known for its clear explanations and numerous worked examples.

6. Machine Design: An Integrated Approach
A key resource for learning how to design mechanical components and systems, this book combines
theory with real-world engineering practice. It discusses stress analysis, fatigue, and materials
selection, aligning well with MSU’s mechanical engineering design requirements. The integrated
approach helps students develop comprehensive design skills.

7. Manufacturing Processes for Engineering Materials
This book explores various manufacturing methods such as casting, machining, and welding, essential
for understanding how mechanical components are produced. It includes insights into modern
techniques and quality control, topics often covered in MSU’s manufacturing courses. The text
balances theoretical knowledge with practical applications.

8. Control Systems Engineering
Covering the basics of feedback control systems, this book is important for mechanical engineering
students studying automation and system dynamics. It explains system modeling, stability, and
controller design with examples relevant to MSU’s curriculum. The book’s clear structure supports
both learning and application.

9. Heat Transfer: A Practical Approach
Focusing on conduction, convection, and radiation, this book is essential for understanding thermal
systems in mechanical engineering. It presents real-world engineering problems and solutions,
matching the heat transfer topics taught at MSU. The practical approach helps students apply
theoretical concepts effectively.
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  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Projecting Science and Engineering
Personnel Requirements for the 1990s United States. Congress. House. Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology. Subcommittee on Investigations and Oversight, 1993
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Dynamic Behavior of Materials, Volume 1
Bo Song, Dan Casem, Jamie Kimberley, 2025-08-07 Dynamic Behavior of Materials, Volume 1:
Proceedings of the 2013 Annual Conference on Experimental and Applied Mechanics, the first
volume of eight from the Conference, brings together contributions to this important area of
research and engineering. The collection presents early findings and case studies on fundamental
and applied aspects of Experimental Mechanics, including papers on: General Dynamic Material
Properties Novel Dynamic Testing Techniques Dynamic Fracture and Failure Novel Testing
Techniques Dynamic Behavior of Geo-materials Dynamic Behavior of Biological and Biomimetic
Materials Dynamic Behavior of Composites and Multifunctional Materials Dynamic Behavior of
Low-Impedance materials Multi-scale Modeling of Dynamic Behavior of Materials Quantitative
Visualization of Dynamic Behavior of Materials Shock/Blast Loading of Materials.
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Evolutionary Constrained Optimization
Rituparna Datta, Kalyanmoy Deb, 2014-12-13 This book makes available a self-contained collection
of modern research addressing the general constrained optimization problems using evolutionary
algorithms. Broadly the topics covered include constraint handling for single and multi-objective
optimizations; penalty function based methodology; multi-objective based methodology; new
constraint handling mechanism; hybrid methodology; scaling issues in constrained optimization;
design of scalable test problems; parameter adaptation in constrained optimization; handling of
integer, discrete and mix variables in addition to continuous variables; application of constraint
handling techniques to real-world problems; and constrained optimization in dynamic environment.
There is also a separate chapter on hybrid optimization, which is gaining lots of popularity nowadays
due to its capability of bridging the gap between evolutionary and classical optimization. The
material in the book is useful to researchers, novice, and experts alike. The book will also be useful
for classroom teaching and future research.
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Proceedings American Society for Engineering
Education. Conference, 1995
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Computer Supported Cooperative Work in
Design II Weiming Shen, Kuo-Ming Chao, Zongkai Lin, Jean-Paul A. Barthès, Anne James,
2006-02-26 This book constitutes the thoroughly refereed post-proceedings of the 9th International
Conference on Computer Supported Cooperative Work in Design, CSCWD 2005, held in Coventry,
UK, in May 2005. The 65 revised full papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from
numerous submissions during at least two rounds of reviewing and improvement.
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Springer Handbook of Experimental Solid
Mechanics William N. Sharpe, Jr., William N. Sharpe, 2008-12-04 The Springer Handbook of
Experimental Solid Mechanics documents both the traditional techniques as well as the new
methods for experimental studies of materials, components, and structures. The emergence of new
materials and new disciplines, together with the escalating use of on- and off-line computers for
rapid data processing and the combined use of experimental and numerical techniques have greatly
expanded the capabilities of experimental mechanics. New exciting topics are included on biological
materials, MEMS and NEMS, nanoindentation, digital photomechanics, photoacoustic
characterization, and atomic force microscopy in experimental solid mechanics. Presenting complete
instructions to various areas of experimental solid mechanics, guidance to detailed expositions in
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important references, and a description of state-of-the-art applications in important technical areas,
this thoroughly revised and updated edition is an excellent reference to a widespread academic,
industrial, and professional engineering audience.
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Smarter Cyber Physical Systems Yan Wan,
Kyriakos Vamvoudakis, Yangquan Chen, Frank Lewis, 2025-08-05 Cyber-Physical Systems (CPS) is
featured by the tight integration of cyber and physical components. CPS has made major advances
with a broad societal impact. Now in the era of Industry Revolution 4.0, CPS is considered as an
enabling technology. Combined with autonomy, big data, machine learning and internet of things,
CPS empowers systems with greater intelligence to address uncertainties, unknowns, attacks, and
unexpected events. This book highlights the latest advances and explores the new trends in the
design and implementation of smarter Cyber-Physical systems (CPS). It introduces integrated
model-based and data-driven solutions for CPS that demonstrate features including both adaptability
and interpretability. Key topics covered include reinforcement learning, digital twin and large-scale
networks. The book then presents the latest codesign techniques that address practical computation,
networking, control, and physical constraints. It examines important issues related to human CPS,
safety, resilience and privacy. The chapters feature the tight integration of theory and practice,
including problems motivated from applications, fundamental research development that are
generally applicable, and implementation in real system applications. A wide range of CPS
applications are covered, including robotics, autonomous driving, unmanned aerial vehicles and
smart cities.
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Student Development Theory in Higher
Education Terrell L. Strayhorn, 2015-12-22 Moving beyond the theories traditionally used to
describe college student development, this engaging book introduces social psychological theories
that address the most relevant issues in higher education today. Covering theories of ecological
systems, sense of belonging, prejudice and discrimination, positive psychology, social capital,
personality theory, mentoring, and hope theory, this book promotes the understanding and
application of social psychological theories to various higher education contexts. Examples from
diverse student populations encourage learners’ application to situations in their own contexts.
Comprehensive enough to be used as a main text but accessible enough to be used alongside
another, this important textbook bridges research, theory, and practice to help practicing and
aspiring higher education and student affairs professionals effectively work with college students.
Special Features Include: • Reflective exercises that combine theory and practice and help students
apply their knowledge solving problems. • Case studies and scenarios for further connections to the
reader’s university and college settings. • Guiding questions that encourage students to think
beyond the current literature and practice. • List of further readings and references for readers to
explore topics in more depth.
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Dynamic Behavior of Materials, Volume 1
Jamie Kimberley, Leslie Elise Lamberson, Steven Mates, 2025-08-07 Dynamic Behavior of Materials,
Volume 1 of the Proceedings of the 2018 SEM Annual Conference & Exposition on Experimental and
Applied Mechanics, the first volume of eight from the Conference, brings together contributions to
this important area of research and engineering. The collection presents early findings and case
studies on fundamental and applied aspects of Experimental Mechanics, including papers on:
Synchrotron Applications/Advanced Dynamic Imaging Quantitative Visualization of Dynamic Events
Novel Experimental Techniques Dynamic Behavior of Geomaterials Dynamic Failure &
Fragmentation Dynamic Response of Low Impedance Materials Hybrid Experimental/Computational
Studies Shock and Blast Loading Advances in Material Modeling Industrial Applications.
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Technical Reports Awareness Circular : TRAC. ,
1987-05
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Research Centers Directory: Descriptive
listings , 2002
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Starting from Scratch John A. Brighton,



2016-09-30 Raised in a chaotic household during the Depression and World War II in a small Indiana
town, Dr. John Brighton felt trapped from the first day of school. Because of undiagnosed hearing
damage and ADHD, he was labeled as slow. It wasnt until he discovered engineering that he even
considered going to college. Counselors predicted he would certainly fail. Instead, he proved the
naysayers wrong and earned a mechanical engineering PhD from Purdue University. In Starting
from Scratch, John Brighton, former provost at Penn State University, shares insights gained during
almost fifty years at prestigious institutions such as Michigan State and Georgia Tech. His work as a
teacher and administrator touched thousands of students, while his fluid mechanics research was
vital to assisting damaged hearts. Parents whose children are in difficulty can take heart in how John
Brighton overcame his own challenges. Professionals seeking to improve their skills will find sage
advice on management. Starting from Scratch weaves a fascinating story that traces the arc of a
successful academic career, but shows that loss can come even in ivory towers.
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Adhesion Aspects of Thin Films, Volume 1 Kash
L. Mittal, 2014-07-30 This book chronicles the proceedings of the First International Symposium on
Adhesion Aspects of Thin Films, held in Newark, New Jersey, October 28-29, 1999. Films and
coatings are used for a variety of purposes a decorative, protective, functional, etc. a in a host of
applications. Irrespective of the intended function or application of a film
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Nonlinear Dynamics, Volume 1 Gaetan
Kerschen, 2025-08-07 Nonlinear Dynamics, Volume 1: Proceedings of the 35th IMAC, A Conference
and Exposition on Structural Dynamics, 2017, the first volume of ten from the Conference brings
together contributions to this important area of research and engineering. The collection presents
early findings and case studies on fundamental and applied aspects of Nonlinear Dynamics,
including papers on: Nonlinear System Identification Nonlinear Modeling & Simulation Nonlinear
Reduced-order Modeling Nonlinearity in Practice Nonlinearity in Aerospace Systems Nonlinearity in
Multi-Physics Systems Nonlinear Modes and Modal Interactions Experimental Nonlinear Dynamics.
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Topics in Modal Analysis & Testing, Volume 9
Michael Mains, Brandon J. Dilworth, 2025-08-08 Topics in Modal Analysis & Testing, Volume 9:
Proceedings of the 36th IMAC, A Conference and Exposition on Structural Dynamics, 2018, the ninth
volume of nine from the Conference, brings together contributions to this important area of research
and engineering. The collection presents early findings and case studies on fundamental and applied
aspects of Modal Analysis, including papers on: Operational Modal & Modal Analysis Applications
Experimental Techniques Modal Analysis, Measurements & Parameter Estimation Modal Vectors &
Modeling Basics of Modal Analysis Additive Manufacturing & Modal Testing of Printed Parts.
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Evolutionary Computation in Dynamic and
Uncertain Environments Shengxiang Yang, Yew-Soon Ong, Yaochu Jin, 2007-03-07 This book
compiles recent advances of evolutionary algorithms in dynamic and uncertain environments within
a unified framework. The book is motivated by the fact that some degree of uncertainty is inevitable
in characterizing any realistic engineering systems. Discussion includes representative methods for
addressing major sources of uncertainties in evolutionary computation, including handle of noisy
fitness functions, use of approximate fitness functions, search for robust solutions, and tracking
moving optimums.
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Innovations in Engineering Design
Education American Society of Mechanical Engineers, 1993
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Maroon and White Michael B. Ballard, 2008
Mississippi State University was founded in 1878 and opened its doors in 1880 as a land-grant
school de-signed for teaching agriculture and mechanical arts. Building upon the work of John K.
Bettersworth, Michael B. Ballard traces the evolution of this institution. From the beginning, first
president Stephen D. Lee wanted to expand the university\'s vi-sion beyond agriculture and
engineering. While admit-ting that these should be the focal points, the school gra-dually introduced
studies in the humanities. The university evolved around the expectation of being the \People\'s
Col-lege, \ drawing students from rural areas and poor back-grounds and giving them a chance to



succeed in higher education. There remains a broad cross-section in the student body from many
backgrounds, including a substantial number of African American and international students. This
kind of mix, which extends to the faculty, has strengthened the research capabilities of the
university and broadened the academic landscape in ways Lee never dreamed. The author covers
many other facets of MSU, such as how it has been affected by national events through the years,
including the Great Depression, World Wars I and II, and the civil rights movement of the 1960s.
Michael B. Ballard is the university archivist and coordinator of the Congressional and Political
Research Center at Mississippi State University. He is the author of numerous books on the Civil
War, including Pemberton: The General Who Lost Vicksburg and Civil War Mississippi: A Guide,
both from University Press of Mississippi
  mechanical engineering msu requirements: Black Issues in Higher Education , 1991
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