| 78 CONSTRUCTION PA

| 78 CONSTRUCTION PA REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT AIMED AT IMPROVING
TRANSPORTATION EFFICIENCY AND SAFETY ALONG INTERSTATE 78 IN PENNSYLVANIA. THIS CONSTRUCTION INITIATIVE
ADDRESSES VARIOUS CHALLENGES SUCH AS INCREASING TRAFFIC VOLUME, AGING ROADWAYS, AND THE NEED FOR MODERNIZATION
TO ACCOMMODATE FUTURE GROW TH. THE PROJECT ENCOMPASSES MULTIPLE PHASES, INCLUDING ROAD WIDENING, BRIDGE
REPAIRS, AND INTERCHANGE ENHANCEMENTS, ALL DESIGNED TO SUPPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND REDUCE CONGESTION.
UNDERSTANDING THE SCOPE, TIMELINE, AND IMPACT OF | 78 CONSTRUCTION PA IS ESSENTIAL FOR COMMUTERS, LOCAL
BUSINESSES, AND POLICYMAKERS. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE ONGOING CONSTRUCTION
EFFORTS, KEY PROJECT COMPONENTS, ANTICIPATED BENEFITS, AND FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS
WILL OFFER DETAILED INSIGHTS INTO PROJECT BACKGROUND, CONSTRUCTION PHASES, TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT , ECONOMIC
IMPLICATIONS, AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT.

o OVERVIEW OF |-78 CONSTRUCTION IN PENNSYLVANIA
® PHASES oF THE |-78 CoNSTRUCTION PROJECT

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND SAFETY MEASURES

e EconoMic IMPACT oF |-78 CoNsTRUCTION PA

o COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND ENVIRONMENT AL CONSIDERATIONS

OVERVIEW OF |-78 CONSTRUCTION IN PENNSYLVANIA

THE INTERSTATE 78 CORRIDOR IN PENNSYLVANIA IS A CRITICAL EAST-WEST TRANSPORTATION ARTERY CONNECTING THE
LEHIGH V ALLEY REGION TO NEIGHBORING STATES AND MAJOR METROPOLITAN AREAS. THE | 78 CONSTRUCTION PA PROJECT IS
FOCUSED ON UPGRADING THIS VITAL CORRIDOR TO MEET CURRENT AND FUTURE TRANSPORTATION DEMANDS. THE INITIATIVE
TARGETS DETERIORATING PAVEMENT, OUTDATED BRIDGES, AND INSUFFICIENT LANE CAPACITY THAT HAVE LED TO CONGESTION
AND SAFETY CONCERNS. BY MODERNIZING INFRASTRUCTURE ALONG |‘78, PENNSYLVANIA AIMS TO ENHANCE FREIGHT MOVEMENT,
COMMUTER TRAVEL, AND REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY. THE PROJECT IS MANAGED BY THE PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION (PENNDOT), WHICH COORDINATES DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, AND PUBLIC COMMUNICATION EFFORTS.

HisTorICAL BACKGROUND

ORIGINALLY CONSTRUCTED IN THE MID-20TH CENTURY, |-78 IN PENNSYLVANIA HAS UNDERGONE MINIMAL UPGRADES UNTIL
RECENT YEARS. THE ROUTE SERVES AS A PRIMARY CONNECTOR FOR COMMERCIAL TRUCKING, LINKING THE PORT oF NEw Y ORK
AND NEW JERSEY TO INLAND MARKETS. OVER TIME, INCREASED TRAFFIC VOLUMES AND WEAR HAVE NECESSITATED
COMPREHENSIVE IMPROVEMENTS. THE CURRENT CONSTRUCTION INITIATIVE BUILDS UPON PREVIOUS MAINTENANCE EFFORTS TO
ENSURE LONG-TERM RELIABILITY AND SAFETY FOR ALL USERS.

ProJECT GoALS AND OBJECTIVES

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES OF THE | 78 CONSTRUCTION PA PROJECT INCLUDE:

® |NCREASING ROADWAY CAPACITY TO REDUCE CONGESTION
® ENHANCING STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY OF BRIDGES AND OVERPASSES

® |MPROVING SAFETY FEATURES SUCH AS GUARDRAILS, SIGNAGE, AND LIGHTING



® FACILITATING SMOOTHER FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION AND ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

® |NCORPORATING MODERN DESIGN STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY

PHASES oF THE |-7 8 CoNSTRUCTION PROJECT

THE | 78 CONSTRUCTION PA INITIATIVE IS DIVIDED INTO MULTIPLE PHASES, EACH TARGETING SPECIFIC SEGMENTS AND
COMPONENTS OF THE INTERSTATE. THIS PHASED APPROACH ALLOWS FOR EFFICIENT RESOURCE ALLOCATION AND MINIMIZES
DISRUPTION TO TRAFFIC FLOW. CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES INCLUDE LANE EXPANSIONS, BRIDGE REHABILITATIONS, INTERCHANGE
REDESIGNS, AND PAVEMENT RESURFACING.

PHASE 1: INITIAL IMPROVEMENTS

THE FIRST PHASE CONCENTRATED ON CRITICAL BRIDGE REPAIRS AND PAVEMENT RESURFACING ALONG HIGH-TRAFFIC SECTIONS.
THIS PHASE FOCUSED ON ADDRESSING IMMEDIATE SAFETY CONCERNS AND EXTENDING THE LIFESPAN OF EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE.
\X/ ORK INCLUDED REPLACING DETERIORATED CONCRETE, UPGRADING DRAINAGE SYSTEMS, AND REINFORCING BRIDGE SUPPORTS.

PHASE 2: LANE EXPANSION AND INTERCHANGE UPGRADES

PHASE TWO INVOLVES WIDENING THE HIGHWAY TO ADD ADDITIONAL LANES IN SELECT SEGMENTS, PARTICULARLY NEAR MAJOR
INTERCHANGES. THIS EXPANSION AIMS TO ALLEVIATE BOTTLENECKS AND IMPROVE TRAFFIC FLOW DURING PEAK HOURS.
INTERCHANGE REDESIGNS FEATURE ENHANCED RAMP CONFIGURATIONS, UPDATED TRAFFIC SIGNALS, AND IMPROVED SIGNAGE TO
FACILITATE SMOOTHER TRANSITIONS AND REDUCE COLLISION RISK.

PHASE 3: FINAL ENHANCEMENTS AND TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION

THE FINAL PHASE FOCUSES ON INTEGRATING INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (|TS) SUCH AS DYNAMIC MESSAGE SIGNS,
TRAFFIC CAMERAS, AND WEATHER MONITORING STATIONS. THESE TECHNOLOGIES SUPPORT REAL-TIME TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND
INCIDENT RESPONSE. ADDITIONALLY, FINAL LANDSCAPING AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION EFFORTS WILL BE COMPLETED TO
MITIGATE CONSTRUCTION IMPACT.

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND SAFETY MEASURES

EFFECTIVE TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT IS A CORNERSTONE OF THE | 78 CONSTRUCTION PA PROJECT, ENSURING WORKER SAFETY AND
MINIMIZING COMMUTER DISRUPTION. PENNDOT HAS IMPLEMENTED COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGIES TO MANAGE TRAFFIC FLOW,
PROVIDE CLEAR DETOURS, AND MAINTAIN ACCESS TO LOCAL BUSINESSES AND RESIDENCES.

CONSTRUCTION ZONE SAFETY

STRICT SAFETY PROTOCOLS ARE ENFORCED WITHIN CONSTRUCTION ZONES, INCLUDING REDUCED SPEED LIMITS, BARRIERS
SEPARATING WORK AREAS FROM TRAFFIC, AND PROMINENT SIGNAGE. THESE MEASURES PROTECT BOTH CONSTRUCTION PERSONNEL
AND MOTORISTS, REDUCING THE LIKELIHOOD OF ACCIDENTS.

TrRAFFIC DETOURS AND COMMUNICATION

T O MANAGE TRAFFIC DURING LANE CLOSURES AND CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES, TEMPORARY DETOURS ARE ESTABLISHED.



PeNNDOT COMMUNICATES THESE CHANGES THROUGH MULTIPLE CHANNELS, INCLUDING ROAD SIGNS, PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS,
AND ONLINE UPDATES. THIS PROACTIVE COMMUNICATION HELPS DRIVERS PLAN ALTERNATIVE ROUTES AND REDUCES CONGESTION
AROUND CONSTRUCTION SITES.

UsE OF INTELLIGENT TRANSPORTATION SysTems (ITS)

THE DEPLOYMENT OF | TS TECHNOLOGY ENHANCES TRAFFIC MONITORING AND MANAGEMENT DURING AND AFTER CONSTRUCTION.
REAL-TIME DATA COLLECTED FROM CAMERAS AND SENSORS ALLOWS FOR QUICK RESPONSES TO INCIDENTS, TRAFFIC JAMS, OR
ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS, IMPROVING OVERALL ROADWAY SAFETY AND EFFICIENCY.

EconoMic IMPACT oF |-78 ConsTRUCTION PA

THE | 78 CONSTRUCTION PA PROJECT NOT ONLY IMPROVES TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE BUT ALSO STIMULATES
ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THE REGION. ENHANCED MOBILITY SUPPORTS LOCAL BUSINESSES, ATTRACTS INVESTMENT, AND PROMOTES
JOB CREATION BOTH DURING AND AFTER CONSTRUCTION.

Joe CReATION AND LocAL EMPLOYMENT

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES GENERATE NUMEROUS JOBS, INCLUDING POSITIONS FOR ENGINEERS, LABORERS, EQUIPMENT
OPERATORS, AND SUPPORT STAFF. LOCAL CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS ALSO BENEFIT FROM PROCUREMENT OPPORTUNITIES,
CONTRIBUTING TO THE REGIONAL ECONOMY.

IMPROVED FREIGHT AND COMMERCE

UPGRADED INFRASTRUCTURE FACILITATES MORE EFFICIENT FREIGHT MOVEMENT ALONG |‘78, REDUCING TRANSPORTATION COSTS
AND DELIVERY TIMES FOR BUSINESSES. THIS EFFICIENCY SUPPORTS SUPPLY CHAINS AND ENHANCES PENNSYLVANIA’S
COMPETITIVENESS AS A COMMERCIAL HUB.

LoNG-TeErM EcoNOMIC BENEFITS

BEYOND IMMEDIATE CONSTRUCTION-RELATED ECONOMIC GAINS, THE PROJECT’S IMPROVEMENTS ATTRACT NEW BUSINESSES AND
PROMOTE TOURISM BY PROVIDING SAFER AND FASTER TRAVEL ROUTES. IMPROVED INFRASTRUCTURE IS A KEY FACTOR IN
REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP ARE INTEGRAL COMPONENTS OF THE | /8 CONSTRUCTION PA
PROJECT. PENNDOT PRIORITIZES TRANSPARENT COMMUNICATION WITH RESIDENTS AND STAKEHOLDERS WHILE IMPLEMENTING
MEASURES TO MINIMIZE ECOLOGICAL IMPACT.

PusLic OUTREACH AND FEEDBACK

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETINGS, INFORMATIONAL SESSIONS, AND FEEDBACK CHANNELS ENABLE COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO STAY
INFORMED AND EXPRESS CONCERNS. THIS ENGAGEMENT FOSTERS COLLABORATION AND ENSURES THAT CONSTRUCTION PLANS
CONSIDER LOCAL NEEDS AND PRIORITIES.



ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MEASURES

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES ADHERE TO STRICT ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS TO PROTECT NATURAL HABITATS, WATERWAYS,
AND AIR QUALITY. MEASURES INCLUDE EROSION CONTROL, PROPER WASTE MANAGEMENT, NOISE REDUCTION STRATEGIES, AND
PRESERVATION OF GREEN SPACES.

MITIGATION OF CONSTRUCTION IMPACT

EFFORTS TO REDUCE INCONVENIENCE TO RESIDENTS INVOLVE SCHEDULING WORK DURING OFF-PEAK HOURS, MAINTAINING ACCESS
ROUTES, AND PROVIDING TIMELY UPDATES ON CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS. THESE PRACTICES HELP BALANCE INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT WITH COMMUNITY WELL-BEING.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE CURRENT STATUS OF |-78 CONSTRUCTION IN PENNSYLVANIA?

As oF 2024, CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS ON |-7 8 IN PENNSYLVANIA ARE ONGOING, FOCUSING ON ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS,
BRIDGE REPAIRS, AND INTERCHANGE UPGRADES TO ENHANCE TRAFFIC FLOW AND SAFETY.

ARE THERE ANY MAJOR TRAFFIC DELAYS DUE TO |-78 CONSTRUCTION IN PA?

YES, CERTAIN SECTIONS OF |-78 IN PENNSYLVANIA ARE EXPERIENCING INTERMITTENT LANE CLOSURES AND TRAFFIC DELAYS DUE
TO ONGOING CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES. TRAVELERS ARE ADVISED TO CHECK REAL-TIME TRAFFIC UPDATES BEFORE TRAVELING.

WHAT ARE THE MAIN GOALS OF THE |-7 8 CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN PENNSYLVANIA?

THE MAIN GOALS INCLUDE IMPROVING ROADWAY SAFETY, INCREASING CAPACITY, MODERNIZING INTERCHANGES, REPAIRING AGING
INFRASTRUCTURE, AND REDUCING CONGESTION ALONG THE [-78 CORRIDOR IN PENNSYLVANIA.

How LONG IS THE CURRENT |-7 8 CONSTRUCTION PROJECT EXPECTED TO LAST?

THE TIMELINE VARIES BY PROJECT SEGMENT, BUT MANY OF THE CURRENT CONSTRUCTION EFFORTS ON |-7 8 IN PENNSYLVANIA ARE
EXPECTED TO CONTINUE THROUGH 2024 AND POSSIBLY INTO 2025, DEPENDING ON WEATHER AND FUNDING.

ARE THERE ANY DETOURS IN PLACE DUE TO |-7 8 CONSTRUCTION IN PENNSYLVANIA?

YES, SOME CONSTRUCTION ZONES ON |-7 8 HAVE DETOURS OR LANE SHIFTS TO FACILITATE WORK. DRIVERS SHOULD FOLLOW
POSTED SIGNAGE AND USE GPS NAVIGATION APPS FOR ALTERNATE ROUTES WHEN ADVISED.

\W/HO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE |-7 8 CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS IN PENNSYLVANIA?

THE PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (PENNDOT) OVERSEES THE |-78 CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS, OFTEN IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH CONTRACTORS AND FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION AGENCIES.

How cAN | FIND REAL-TIME UPDATES ABOUT I|-78 CONSTRUCTION IN PA?

REAL-TIME UPDATES CAN BE FOUND ON THE PENNDOT WEBSITE, THROUGH TRAFFIC APPS LIKE W/ AZE AND GOOGLE MAPS, AND
BY FOLLOWING LOCAL TRAFFIC NEWS AND PENNDOT SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS.



WiLL THE |-7 8 CONSTRUCTION IN PENNSYLVANIA IMPACT TRUCK TRAFFIC?

YES, TRUCK TRAFFIC MAY EXPERIENCE DELAYS AND DETOURS IN CONSTRUCTION ZONES ON |-7 8. TRUCKERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO
PLAN ROUTES AHEAD AND MONITOR CONSTRUCTION ADVISORIES TO MINIMIZE DISRUPTIONS.

ARE THERE ANY SAFETY TIPS FOR DRIVERS NAVIGATING |-78 CONSTRUCTION ZONES IN
PAP

DRIVERS SHOULD REDUCE SPEED, OBEY ALL CONSTRUCTION SIGNAGE, STAY ALERT FOR WORKERS AND EQUIPMENT, AVOID
DISTRACTIONS, AND MERGE EARLY TO ENSURE SAFE TRAVEL THROUGH |-78 CONSTRUCTION ZONES.

IS THERE FUNDING ALLOCATED FOR FUTURE |-7 8 IMPROVEMENTS IN PENNSYLVANIA?

YES, PENNSYLVANIA HAS ALLOCATED STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDS FOR ONGOING AND FUTURE IMPROVEMENTS ALONG |-78 TO
MAINTAIN AND UPGRADE THE HIGHWAY INFRASTRUCTURE TO MEET INCREASING TRAFFIC DEMANDS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. BUILDING THE BACkBONE: THE HISTORY OF [-78 CONSTRUCTION IN PENNSYLVANIA

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF INTERSTATE 78 IN PENNSYLVANIA, TRACING THE PLANNING AND
CONSTRUCTION PHASES FROM INCEPTION TO COMPLETION. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE ENGINEERING CHALLENGES FACED, THE POLITICAL
AND ECONOMIC FACTORS INFLUENCING THE PROJECT, AND THE IMPACT ON LOCAL COMMUNITIES. RICH WITH ARCHIVAL PHOTOS
AND FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS, IT'S AN ESSENTIAL READ FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN TRANSPORTATION HISTORY.

2. ENGINEERING FEATS OF [-78: PENNSYLVANIA'S INFRASTRUCTURE MARVEL

A TECHNICAL EXPLORATION OF THE ENGINEERING INNOVATIONS AND CONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUES USED DURING THE BUILDING OF
[-78 IN PENNSYLVANIA. THE BOOK COVERS DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS FOR BRIDGES, TUNNELS, AND ROADWAY MATERIALS,
PROVIDING INSIGHT INTO HOW MODERN INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS OVERCOME NATURAL AND URBAN CHALLENGES. |T SERVES AS
BOTH A CASE STUDY AND INSPIRATION FOR CIVIL ENGINEERS AND STUDENTS ALIKE.

3. INTERSTATE 78: TRANSFORMING PENNSYLVANIA’S L ANDSCAPE

THIS TITLE EXAMINES HOW THE CONSTRUCTION OF |-7 8 RESHAPED THE GEOGRAPHICAL AND SOCIAL LANDSCAPE OF
PENNSYLVANIA. | T DISCUSSES THE ENVIRONMENT AL MODIFICATIONS, LAND ACQUISITION PROCESSES, AND CHANGES IN TRAFFIC
PATTERNS THAT FOLLOWED THE HIGHWAY’S DEVELOPMENT. THE BOOK ALSO COVERS THE ECONOMIC BOOST EXPERIENCED BY
TOWNS ALONG THE ROUTE.

4. THe LABOR BEHIND -7 8: STORIES FROM PENNS YL VANIA’S CONSTRUCTION \WORKERS

FOCUSING ON THE HUMAN ELEMENT, THIS BOOK COLLECTS STORIES AND INTERVIEWS FROM THE WORKERS WHO BUILT |-78. IT
SHEDS LIGHT ON THE DAY-TO-DAY REALITIES OF CONSTRUCTION WORK, SAFETY CHALLENGES, AND CAMARADERIE AMONG
LABORERS. READERS GAIN A PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE MONUMENTAL EFFORT REQUIRED TO COMPLETE SUCH A LARGE-SCALE
PROJECT.

5. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AND MITIGATION IN [-78 CONSTRUCTION, PA

AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF THE ENVIRONMENT AL CONSIDERATIONS TAKEN DURING THE CONSTRUCTION OF |-78 IN PENNSYLVANIA.
THE BOOK EXPLORES THE MEASURES IMPLEMENTED TO PROTECT WILDLIFE, MANAGE WATER RESOURCES, AND REDUCE POLLUTION.
IT ALSO DISCUSSES ONGOING ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND RESTORATION EFFORTS FOLLOWING THE HIGHWAY’S
COMPLETION.

6. 1-78 Anp PennsyLvANIA’s Economic DeveLoPMENT: A CorrRIDOR OF OPPORTUNITY

THIS BOOK INVESTIGATES HOW THE ESTABLISHMENT OF |-7 8 INFLUENCED ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT IN
PENNSYLVANIA. [T LOOKS AT INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION, NEW BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES, AND SHIFTS IN REGIONAL COMMERCE
LINKED TO IMPROVED TRANSPORTATION ACCESS. THE NARRATIVE INCLUDES CASE STUDIES OF COMMUNITIES THAT FLOURISHED
DUE TO THE HIGHWAY.

7. DESIGNING [-7 8: ARCHITECTURAL AND URBAN PLANNING PERSPECTIVES
HIGHLIGHTING THE ROLE OF ARCHITECTS AND URBAN PLANNERS, THIS BOOK REVIEWS THE AESTHETIC AND FUNCTIONAL DESIGN



ASPECTS OF |-78°S CONSTRUCTION. |T DISCUSSES HOW PLANNERS BALANCED INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS WITH COMMUNITY
IMPACT AND URBAN GROWTH STRATEGIES. THE WORK INCLUDES DIAGRAMS AND PLANS ILLUSTRATING KEY DESIGN DECISIONS.

8. CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS IN |-78 CONSTRUCTION THROUGH PENNSYLVANIA’S TERRAIN

THIS TITLE FOCUSES ON THE GEOGRAPHICAL AND GEOLOGICAL OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED DURING THE CONSTRUCTION OF [-78.
|T DESCRIBES HOW ENGINEERS ADDRESSED ISSUES SUCH AS MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN, SOIL STABILITY, AND WATER DRAINAGE. THE
BOOK PROVIDES DETAILED CASE STUDIES OF SPECIFIC SECTIONS OF THE HIGHWAY WHERE INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS WERE APPLIED.

9. THe FUTURE OF [-78: MAINTENANCE, UPGRADES, AND EXPANSION IN PENNS YL VANIA

LOOKING BEYOND INITIAL CONSTRUCTION, THIS BOOK COVERS THE ONGOING MAINTENANCE AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENT PLANS FOR
[-78 IN PENNSYLVANIA. |T DISCUSSES TECHNOLOGICAL UPGRADES, SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS, AND POTENTIAL EXPANSIONS TO
ACCOMMODATE INCREASING TRAFFIC. THE BOOK ALSO CONSIDERS HOW EVOLVING TRANSPORTATION POLICIES MIGHT AFFECT
THE CORRIDOR IN COMING DECADES.
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