
hymn how great thou art history

hymn how great thou art history reveals a fascinating journey of one of the
most beloved Christian hymns worldwide. Originating from a Swedish poem, this
hymn has transcended cultures and languages, carrying a powerful message of
awe and worship for God's creation. This article explores the hymn's origins,
its transformation into a song, key figures involved in its popularization,
and its impact on Christian music and worship. Understanding the hymn how
great thou art history not only highlights its spiritual significance but
also its cultural and musical influence. Readers will gain insight into the
hymn’s lyrical development, musical adaptations, and the reasons behind its
enduring popularity. The following sections provide a detailed breakdown of
the hymn's creation, evolution, and legacy.

Origins of the Hymn

Translation and Adaptation

Popularization and Musical Influence

Cultural and Religious Impact

Modern Usage and Legacy

Origins of the Hymn

The history of the hymn how great thou art begins with its origin as a
Swedish poem. The original work, titled "O Store Gud," was written by Carl
Gustav Boberg in 1885. Boberg, a Swedish preacher and poet, was inspired by
the natural beauty he witnessed during a thunderstorm. The poem reflects
themes of divine creation and human awe at the majesty of God’s works.
Boberg's vivid imagery and heartfelt expression laid the foundation for what
would become a globally cherished hymn.

Carl Gustav Boberg and the Original Poem

Carl Gustav Boberg wrote "O Store Gud" after a sudden storm passed, leaving a
serene, beautiful landscape. The poem consists of several stanzas praising
the greatness of God as seen through nature. Boberg’s background in the
church and his poetic talent enabled him to capture deep spiritual feelings
in simple yet powerful language. Initially, the poem was used in Swedish
churches as a hymn, set to a traditional folk melody.



Early Musical Setting

The original melody paired with Boberg’s poem was a Swedish folk tune, which
complemented the lyrical content well. This melody contributed to the hymn's
emotional resonance and helped it gain popularity in Swedish congregations.
However, the hymn remained relatively unknown outside Sweden until the 20th
century.

Translation and Adaptation

The hymn how great thou art history takes a significant turn with its
translation from Swedish to English. The first English translation was made
by British missionary Stuart K. Hine in the early 1940s. Hine not only
translated the text but also adapted and expanded it, creating a version that
would resonate deeply with English-speaking audiences.

Stuart K. Hine’s Contribution

Stuart K. Hine encountered the Swedish hymn during his missionary work in
Eastern Europe. Struck by its powerful message, he translated it into
English, adding new verses inspired by his own experiences and faith. Hine’s
version maintained the original's reverence while making the hymn accessible
and meaningful to a broader audience. His adaptations emphasized personal
faith and the greatness of God’s salvation, themes that helped the hymn gain
widespread acceptance.

Musical Changes and Enhancements

Alongside the translation, Hine introduced a new melody that differed
somewhat from the original Swedish tune. This adaptation gave the hymn a
fresh sound that appealed to Western congregations. The combination of
evocative lyrics and a memorable melody contributed to the hymn’s rise in
popularity, especially in evangelical and Pentecostal circles.

Popularization and Musical Influence

The hymn how great thou art history includes its rise to international fame,
propelled by recordings and performances by notable artists. The mid-20th
century saw the hymn become a staple in Christian worship services across the
English-speaking world and beyond.



Key Artists and Recordings

Several influential artists helped popularize the hymn through their
recordings. Among them, George Beverly Shea’s performances during Billy
Graham crusades brought the hymn to millions. Another pivotal figure was
Elvis Presley, whose rendition introduced the hymn to mainstream audiences.
These versions preserved the hymn’s spiritual depth while showcasing its
musical versatility.

Integration into Worship and Hymnals

Following its growing popularity, "How Great Thou Art" was included in
numerous hymnals and worship song collections. Churches from various
denominations embraced the hymn for its profound lyrics and stirring melody.
Its inclusion in worship services worldwide solidified its status as a
classic Christian hymn.

Cultural and Religious Impact

The hymn how great thou art history reflects its deep cultural and religious
significance. Beyond its musical qualities, the hymn serves as an expression
of faith, awe, and worship that resonates across different Christian
traditions and cultures.

Spiritual Themes and Messages

The hymn’s lyrics emphasize the greatness of God as revealed through nature
and salvation. Its themes include divine creation, human humility, and the
hope of eternal life. These messages have made the hymn a powerful tool for
worship and personal reflection in Christian communities.

Global Reach and Translations

Due to its universal themes, the hymn has been translated into multiple
languages, making it accessible worldwide. This global reach has helped
bridge cultural divides and unify believers through shared expressions of
faith. The hymn’s adaptability demonstrates its enduring relevance and
appeal.



Modern Usage and Legacy

The hymn how great thou art history continues to influence contemporary
Christian music and worship practices. It remains a favorite choice for
special church services, funerals, and religious ceremonies, symbolizing
reverence and praise.

Contemporary Performances and Recordings

Modern artists and choirs frequently perform "How Great Thou Art," often
incorporating contemporary musical styles while preserving the hymn’s core
message. These performances ensure the hymn’s continued presence in the
evolving landscape of Christian music.

Legacy in Christian Worship

The hymn’s legacy is evident in its enduring popularity and the impact it has
had on worship traditions worldwide. It serves as a model for hymnody,
combining poetic lyricism with memorable melodies to inspire faith and
devotion. The hymn how great thou art history remains a testament to the
power of sacred music to transcend time and culture.

Original Swedish poem by Carl Gustav Boberg

Translation and adaptation by Stuart K. Hine

Popular recordings by George Beverly Shea and Elvis Presley

Inclusion in global hymnals and worship services

Ongoing influence in modern Christian music

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the hymn 'How Great Thou Art'?
The hymn 'How Great Thou Art' originated as a Swedish poem titled 'O Store
Gud,' written by Carl Gustav Boberg in 1885. It was later translated into
English and set to music, becoming a popular Christian hymn worldwide.



Who translated 'How Great Thou Art' into English?
Stuart K. Hine, a British missionary, translated and adapted the hymn into
English during the 1940s after hearing it during his mission work in Eastern
Europe.

When was 'How Great Thou Art' first published in
English?
The English version of 'How Great Thou Art' was first published in 1953 after
Stuart K. Hine's translation gained popularity through his missionary work
and hymnbooks.

How did 'How Great Thou Art' become popular in the
United States?
The hymn gained popularity in the United States primarily after George
Beverly Shea performed it during Billy Graham's evangelistic crusades in the
1950s, helping it become a staple in Christian worship.

What inspired Carl Gustav Boberg to write the
original poem 'O Store Gud'?
Boberg was inspired to write 'O Store Gud' after experiencing a sudden
thunderstorm followed by a calm and beautiful sunset, which led him to
reflect on the greatness of God.

Has 'How Great Thou Art' been recorded by famous
artists?
Yes, 'How Great Thou Art' has been recorded by many famous artists, including
Elvis Presley, Carrie Underwood, and Alan Jackson, contributing to its
widespread popularity.

What is the significance of 'How Great Thou Art' in
Christian worship?
The hymn 'How Great Thou Art' is significant in Christian worship because it
expresses awe and reverence for God's creation and power, making it a
powerful song of praise and devotion across many denominations.

Additional Resources
1. How Great Thou Art: The Story Behind the Hymn
This book delves into the fascinating history of the beloved hymn "How Great
Thou Art," tracing its origins from a Swedish poem by Carl Boberg to its



translation and popularization in the English-speaking world. It explores the
cultural and spiritual impact the hymn has had over the decades, highlighting
key figures who contributed to its spread. Readers will gain insight into the
hymn’s enduring appeal and its role in worship across denominations.

2. The Hymnody of Praise: A Historical Perspective on "How Great Thou Art"
Focusing on the hymnody tradition, this book provides an in-depth analysis of
"How Great Thou Art" within the broader context of Christian praise music. It
discusses the hymn’s theological themes, musical composition, and how it
reflects the devotional sentiments of its time. The book also includes a
comparative study of various hymn versions and translations.

3. Voices of Faith: The Evolution of "How Great Thou Art"
This volume chronicles the transformation of the hymn "How Great Thou Art"
from its original Swedish text to the version popularized in the United
States by Stuart K. Hine. It details the historical and personal influences
that shaped the hymn’s lyrics and melody. The author also examines how the
hymn has been embraced by different Christian traditions worldwide.

4. Sing the Praises: The Global Journey of "How Great Thou Art"
Exploring the global reach of the hymn, this book narrates how "How Great
Thou Art" crossed cultural and linguistic boundaries to become a universal
anthem of worship. It highlights key moments in history when the hymn gained
prominence, including notable performances and recordings. The text also
reflects on the hymn’s role in missions and evangelism.

5. Hymns of the Heart: The Spiritual Legacy of "How Great Thou Art"
This book examines the spiritual significance of "How Great Thou Art" and its
impact on personal faith journeys. Through testimonies and historical
accounts, it reveals how the hymn has inspired believers in times of joy and
hardship. The author also discusses the hymn’s place in hymnals and its
influence on contemporary worship music.

6. From Poem to Praise: The Cultural History of "How Great Thou Art"
Detailing the cultural origins of the hymn, this book traces Carl Boberg’s
original Swedish poem and its adaptation into a hymn that resonates across
cultures. It investigates the social and historical contexts that influenced
its creation and dissemination. The book also explores how the hymn reflects
broader themes in Christian art and literature.

7. Hymn Makers: The Lives Behind "How Great Thou Art"
This biography-focused book profiles the key individuals involved in the
creation and popularization of "How Great Thou Art," including Carl Boberg
and Stuart K. Hine. It provides insight into their lives, faith, and the
circumstances that inspired the hymn. Readers gain a deeper understanding of
how personal experiences can lead to enduring works of worship.

8. The Theology of Praise: Understanding "How Great Thou Art"
This theological study explores the doctrinal messages embedded in "How Great
Thou Art," analyzing its lyrics in light of biblical themes of creation,
redemption, and worship. The author discusses how the hymn serves as a



vehicle for expressing awe and reverence toward God. The book is aimed at
both scholars and worship leaders seeking a deeper appreciation of hymn
texts.

9. Echoes of Glory: The Musical Journey of "How Great Thou Art"
Focusing on the musical aspects, this book traces the melody’s development
and how it complements the hymn’s message. It examines various musical
arrangements and performances that have contributed to the hymn’s lasting
popularity. Additionally, the book covers the hymn’s influence on
contemporary Christian music and its role in worship services around the
world.

Hymn How Great Thou Art History

Find other PDF articles:
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  hymn how great thou art history: 101 Hymn Stories Kenneth W. Osbeck, 1901 Hymn singing
reflects a congregation's spiritual vitality and their response to God's grace.
  hymn how great thou art history: Then Sings My Soul Special Edition Robert J. Morgan,
2010-11-07 Over one million copies sold! Have you ever wanted to learn more about hymns, but
weren’t sure where to start? Bestselling author Robert J. Morgan shares the incredible stories
behind the beloved traditional hymns of faith. Each week millions of Christians around the world use
hymns composed by believers from every era and branch of Christianity to join voices in
praise—singing psalms and hymns and making melody in their hearts to praise the Lord. Pastor
Robert Morgan’s goal is to keep these traditional hymns vital and meaningful to all generations.
Then Sings My Soul will help readers reacquaint themselves with 150 beloved hymns of the faithful.
These devotional-style stories show the emotion and drama behind the hymns of faith that have
changed many lives throughout history—from the people whose faith led them to write these
wonderful hymns to the people whose faith was affected by reading, hearing, and singing them. As
we sing a new song to the Lord, let’s not forget the old ones. It’s the sturdy old hymns of the faith
that strengthen and steady us when we are weary and worn. They’re the ones we sing when rising
troubled in the night. Then Sings My Soul contains: Words and music to 150 traditional hymns
Short, devotional-style stories providing context on each hymn Hymn index for easy reference
Perfect for use as a daily devotional, teaching illustration, or for song leaders and music ministers
An instant classic with more than 1.3 million copies sold, Then Sings My Soul is designed to be
personally reflective. These lyrics and stories behind them will speak to your soul, strengthen your
faith, and deepen your understanding of God as you worship Him through song.
  hymn how great thou art history: How Sweet the Sound David Ware Stowe, 2004 Stowe
traces the evolution of sacred music from colonial times to the present, from the Puritans to Sun Ra,
and shows how these cultural encounters have produced a rich harvest of song and faith.
  hymn how great thou art history: How Great Thou Art! Owen F. Cummings, 2024-08-09
Christian thinking about the theology of creation has received new impetus in recent decades. This
is due to, among other things, a more holistic approach to Holy Scripture, fresh insights from the
history of Christian doctrine, the stimulus afforded by contemporary philosophies, and the desire to
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praise and thank God the Creator for the gift of creation. This little volume opens up all of those
areas in an informed yet accessible way.
  hymn how great thou art history: Broken Heart Revealed Janice Theis, 2022-11-03 Let me
take you on a journey through my memories, a journey filled with despair, yet brimming with hope.
I'm one of the children of a cacodemonic (demon-possessed) biological dad. My memoirs are both
gripping and inspirational. They chronicle my life from when I asked Jesus into my heart, at the
tender age of sixteen (after living on the streets for two years), to the birth of all four of my children
and my dad's funeral. My prequel will take the reader deeper into my childhoodfrom my birth to my
sixteenth year of life. I believe these books are important because they shed a much-needed light on
the sensitive subjects of neglect and abuse from a firsthand eyewitness. I hope and pray that they'll
become a valuable resource for others like me and for the people who love them and are trying to
help. For those of you who've also suffered the pain of neglect and abuse, I'd like to say, I'm sorry.
Nobody on earth will ever fully understand your pain. That's God's job! Jesus became a man so that
He could walk in our shoes, and He suffered horribly on the cross, willingly to save us from
ourselves and this world. He can save you, but only if you let Him!
  hymn how great thou art history: Liberation, (De)Coloniality, and Liturgical Practices
Becca Whitla, 2020-10-24 Becca Whitla uses liberationist, postcolonial, and decolonial methods to
analyze hymns, congregational singing, and song-leading practices. By way of this analysis, Whitla
shows how congregational singing can embody liberating liturgy and theology. Through a series of
interwoven theoretical lenses and methodological tools—including coloniality, mimicry, epistemic
disobedience, hybridity, border thinking, and ethnomusicology—the author examines and
interrogates a range of factors in the musical sphere. From beloved Victorian hymns to infectious
Latin American coritos; congregational singing to radical union choirs; Christian complicity in
coloniality to Indigenous ways of knowing, the dynamic praxis-based stance of the book is rooted in
the author’s lived experiences and commitments and engages with detailed examples from sacred
music and both liturgical and practical theology. Drawing on what she calls a syncopated liberating
praxis, the author affirms the intercultural promise of communities of faith as a locus theologicus
and a place for the in-breaking of the Holy Spirit.
  hymn how great thou art history: The Harvard University Hymn Book Harvard University,
2007 Since 1892, Harvard University, like many distinguished academic institutions, has compiled a
hymnal for use in its own worship services. The fourth edition of The Harvard University Hymn Book
represents the culmination of a ten-year process of revision and re-creation based on the 1964 third
edition. Containing over 370 hymns, over 100 more than its predecessor, the book includes many
that have become a regular part of worship at The Memorial Church in the years since the
publication of the previous edition. In addition to many familiar hymns old and new, the fourth
edition includes selections that were unique to the previous editions, hymns previously unpublished,
and other noteworthy discoveries that have not appeared in print for many years.
  hymn how great thou art history: The Story of the American Hymn Edward Summerfield
Ninde, 1921
  hymn how great thou art history: A Time for Sorrow Donna Petter, Lindsay Wilson, Rhys
Bezzant, Emmett Price, 2021-10-05 Six scholars trace the role of lamentation in the Old and New
Testaments in A Time for Sorrow: Recovering the Practice of Lament in the Life of the Church,
reflecting on the theological significance of lament, affirming the ongoing relevance of lamentation
in the life of the church, and exploring its biblical roots and application in church practice. In a
church era dominated by positive thinking and slick, upbeat “worship,” even mentioning the word
lamentation is apt to cause a dismissive, disinterested shrug. But Christians still suffer, and this
suffering is left mute when the church fails to integrate biblical lament in contemporary church
practice. A Time for Sorrow looks to address this by recovering the biblical practice of bringing our
pain before God in an honest and faithful manner. In this multiauthor work, learn about the role of
lamentation in the Old and New Testaments, reflect on the theological significance of lament, and
finish with thoughts on lament and pastoral practice today.



  hymn how great thou art history: Keep It Good: Understanding Creation Care through
Parables Lindsay Linsky, 2016-05-25 Keep It Good examines creation from a creative and unique
perspective. A perspective that is not political, not overly scientific, and not judgmental: with
parables. Through stories about a family's struggles and successes, teenage escapades, tragic
mistakes, historical figures, and modern day versions of literary pieces, Keep It Good will open your
eyes to how Christians are missing the mark when it comes to God's creation and provide practical
suggestions for how to get there.After all, how would you want your children treating your
creation?In recent years it has become evident that somewhere down the line Evangelical Christians'
neglected the biblical mandate to be stewards of God's amazing creation. As a result, many
Christians today mistakenly perceive environmentalism as a liberal agenda. Lindsay Linsky's book,
Keep It Good is a creative call exhorting the church to not only embrace creation's care, but to
respond to the extreme poor, those who are the most vulnerable to environmental decline, with
justice and compassion. Tri RobinsonAuthor of Saving God's Green EarthDirector of i-61 Ministries
  hymn how great thou art history: George Beverly Shea Paul Davis, 2009 An authorized
biography on George Beverly Shea. He turns 100 2/1/09. Most in-depth book on Mr. Shea. Endorsed
by Franklin Graham.
  hymn how great thou art history: Rock N Roll Gold Rush Maury Dean, 2003 This monster
Rock-n-Roll survey focuses on the songs and the vibrant personalities who create them, for college
audiences and the general public. Dean published the world's first history of Rock in 1966. Here, in
his ebullient style, he buzzes through piles of musical singles from the whole last half century,
describing what is fun about each major and minor hit, pointing out what elements were exciting or
new or significant in the development of musical styles. He relates some tantalizing tidbits about the
earlier musical heritage that artists have drawn upon in crafting ever more amazing evolutions of
rock music. This snappy, witty and informative album has universal appeal, doubling as a
coffee-table trivia treasure and a college-level popular music history text. It includes hundreds of
photos, chapter questions, and an extensive index. Reader-friendly and informationally complete, it
covers soft rock, heavy metal, rhythm & blues, country rock and classic oldies, all with tender loving
care, for the specialist and casual listener alike. Its mini-portraits of the artists who move so many
hearts (and feet), the photos and the insightful sound bites get to the essence of each song and each
musician's contribution to the music of our age. The single-song focus makes the book unique. It's a
playlist for R'n'R professors and the general public, written with a collegiate vocabulary, tight
organization and a respect for all. Hearing Elvis for the first time was like busting out of jail. - Bob
Dylan That being said, no one is being incited, here, to bust out of jail or to emulate the quixotic
habits of rock stars. There's nothing in here to hide from the kids, the clergy or grandma. Gold Rush
can be used as a university or community college text, but most people will grab it for the sheer
pleasure of reading about everyone's favorites. Great gift for Rock enthusiasts. Gold Rush is the first
book of its kind to feature a celebration of the great single songs of the rock era and beyond. Gold
Rush takes thousands of songs, spanning three centuries, and brings them back uniquely as if they
came out just yesterday. Gold Rush unites the Anglo-American and later worldwide spirit of Rock
and Roll in a tapestry of interconnected melodies and adventures. As Leonard Maltin's Movie Guide
helps you select videos at Blockbuster, so Gold Rush is a powerful playlist for your music collection,
with many new and fascinating photos of favorite stars. Gold Rush explains the most important
stories behind the songs you picked to be played, the songs that 'went gold,' from the 1897
Alaska/Klondike Gold Rush to the #1 songs of today and beyond.
  hymn how great thou art history: Fool's Gold? John MacArthur, 2007-05-01 Eureka! In an
age of open-mindedness, many believers accept too much with too little discernment, resulting in
great confusion and compromise. But God's Word makes it clear that not everything that glitters is
gold. False teaching is at every turn, and the temptation to embrace it is great. As God's people we
are called to sift through the overwhelming number of traditions and trends and use the truth of
Scripture to determine which are the true treasures-and which are fool's gold. General editor John
MacArthur and the contributors of this uncompromising book define the principles of biblical



discernment and use them to address several contemporary Christian issues. They provide
straightforward, biblical critiques of some popular but unfortunate Christian trends, such as
watered-down preaching and doctrinally questionable best-selling books. Dr. MacArthur ends with a
practical plan for cultivating discernment in the Christian life. It is the duty of every Christian-not
just pastors and elders-to follow the biblical command to cling to what is good and to reject what is
not. This book will equip you with a foundation for biblical discernment that will enable you to make
careful distinctions in your thinking about truth.
  hymn how great thou art history: The Story of the Hymns; Or, Hymns that Have a
History Hezekiah Butterworth, 1875
  hymn how great thou art history: Our Hymns, Our Heritage David Leeman, Barbara
Leeman, 2022-06-07 Our Hymns, Our Heritage encourages a love and appreciation for the church’s
hymns—a significant way to pass the Christian faith from generation to generation. The book
features music and lyrics for 121 hymns that every person should know, drawn from a cross-section
of styles, themes, and historical eras. The hymns are divided into sections based on the church year,
God’s nature and attributes, and our responses to Him. Each hymn is presented on single book
spread—the left-hand page gives a brief biography of the text’s author and the melody’s composer as
well as a devotional summary to aid singing with understanding. The right-hand page is hymnal-like
with the music and stanzas for simple playing and singing. Our Hymns, Our Heritage can be used by
parents and educators alike to instill a life-long love for the richness and beauty of hymns.
  hymn how great thou art history: Meaning-Making in the Contemporary Congregational
Song Genre Daniel Thornton, 2020-10-06 This book analyses the most sung contemporary
congregational songs (CCS) as a global music genre. Utilising a three-part music semiology, this
research engages with producers, musical texts, and audiences/congregations to better understand
contemporary worship for the modern church and individual Christians. Christian Copyright
Licensing International data plays a key role in identifying the most sung CCS, while YouTube
mediations of these songs and their associated data provide the primary texts for analysis. Producers
and the production milieu are explored through interviews with some of the highest profile worship
leaders/songwriters including Ben Fielding, Darlene Zschech, Matt Redman, and Tim Hughes, as
well as other music industry veterans. Finally, National Church Life Survey data and a specialized
survey provide insight into individual Christians’ engagement with CCS. Daniel Thornton shows how
these perspectives taken together provide unique insight into the current global CCS genre, and into
its possible futures.
  hymn how great thou art history: Beyond Establishment Jackson W. Carroll, Wade Clark Roof,
1993-01-01 A novel, cultural approach to studying mainline denominations. Focusing on each
denomination's religious and moral vision--the beliefs, values, symbols, and style that makes it
distinct--this book features contributions from a variety of authors, historians, scholars, educators,
anthropologists, and liturgists.
  hymn how great thou art history: The Oxford Handbook of Music and World
Christianities Suzel Ana Reily, Jonathan M. Dueck, 2016-03-16 The Oxford Handbook of Music and
World Christianities investigates music's role in everyday practice and social history across the
diversity of Christian religions and practices around the globe. The volume explores Christian
communities in the Americas, Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australia as sites of transmission,
transformation, and creation of deeply diverse musical traditions. The book's contributors, while
mostly rooted in ethnomusicology, examine Christianities and their musics in methodologically
diverse ways, engaging with musical sound and structure, musical and social history, and
ethnography of music and musical performance. These broad materials explore five themes: music
and missions, music and religious utopias (and other oppositional religious communities), music and
conflict, music and transnational flows, and music and everyday life. The volume as a whole, then,
approaches Christian groups and their musics as diverse and powerful windows into the way in
which music, religious ideas, capital, and power circulate (and change) between places, now and
historically. It also tries to take account of the religious self-understandings of these groups,



presenting Christian musical practice and exchange as encompassing and negotiating deeply felt
and deeply rooted moral and cultural values. Given that the centerpiece of the volume is Christian
religious musical practice, the volume reveals the active role music plays in maintaining and
changing religious, moral, and cultural values in a long history of intercultural and transnational
encounters.
  hymn how great thou art history: A Shroud Over Iceland Aileen Nowatzki, 2012-10-02
  hymn how great thou art history: A Dictionary of Hymnology John Julian, 1892
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