
i am a church member study guide
i am a church member study guide is an essential resource designed to help individuals
understand their roles and responsibilities within the local church. This study guide offers a
thorough exploration of what it means to be an active, committed member, emphasizing biblical
principles and practical applications. It serves as a valuable tool for new members seeking
orientation as well as for longstanding members desiring spiritual growth and greater involvement.
Through detailed sections, the guide covers topics such as church membership duties, spiritual gifts,
accountability, and community engagement. By integrating scriptural insights and actionable steps,
the guide fosters a deeper connection between church members and their faith community. This
article will outline the key components of the "i am a church member study guide," providing clarity
on how to fully embrace church membership in alignment with biblical teachings.

Understanding Church Membership

Responsibilities of a Church Member

Spiritual Growth and Discipleship

Engagement and Service in the Church

Accountability and Church Discipline

Understanding Church Membership
Church membership is more than a formal affiliation; it represents a covenant relationship between
believers and their local body of Christ. The i am a church member study guide highlights that
membership is rooted in biblical teachings, emphasizing unity, mutual support, and shared mission.
Being a church member means committing to the spiritual health and growth of the congregation
while recognizing the church’s role as the family of God on earth.

Definition and Significance
The study guide defines church membership as an intentional commitment to a local church,
recognizing it as the primary context for worship, fellowship, and service. It underscores that
membership is significant because it fosters accountability, encourages spiritual maturity, and
enables members to participate fully in the work of the church. This commitment reflects the
teachings found in the New Testament where believers gathered regularly and supported one
another in faith.

Biblical Foundations of Membership
The i am a church member study guide draws heavily on scripture to establish the biblical



foundation for church membership. Passages such as Acts 2:42-47 and Hebrews 10:24-25 illustrate
the early church’s practice of persistent fellowship, teaching, prayer, and mutual encouragement.
The guide stresses that understanding these scriptural principles is essential for appreciating the
spiritual gravity of joining and remaining faithful to a church body.

Responsibilities of a Church Member
Active participation in the church requires embracing several core responsibilities, which the i am a
church member study guide carefully outlines. These duties are designed to promote unity,
edification, and effective ministry within the congregation. Members are called to contribute their
time, talents, and resources to support the church’s mission and vision.

Commitment to Regular Worship and Fellowship
One of the primary responsibilities highlighted is the commitment to regular attendance at
corporate worship and fellowship gatherings. This consistent involvement nurtures spiritual growth
and fosters community bonds. Members are encouraged to prioritize church meetings,
understanding that such participation is vital for personal and collective faith development.

Stewardship of Time, Talents, and Treasure
The guide emphasizes stewardship as a multi-dimensional responsibility. Members are urged to use
their spiritual gifts and abilities to serve the church and to contribute financially according to their
means. This stewardship supports ongoing ministries and outreach efforts, ensuring the church can
operate effectively and extend its impact.

Supporting Church Leadership
Respecting and supporting church leadership is another critical responsibility. The guide explains
that members are called to uphold pastors and elders through prayer, encouragement, and
cooperation. This support fosters healthy leadership dynamics and helps maintain order and
direction within the church body.

Spiritual Growth and Discipleship
The i am a church member study guide places strong emphasis on the spiritual growth of each
member as a foundational element of church life. Discipleship is portrayed as an ongoing process of
becoming more Christlike through study, prayer, and practical application of biblical truths.

Engaging with Scripture
Regular Bible study is encouraged to deepen understanding of God’s word and to guide daily living.
The guide recommends personal devotions alongside group Bible studies, which allow members to



learn from one another and strengthen communal faith.

Prayer and Spiritual Disciplines
Prayer is presented as a vital spiritual discipline that sustains individual and corporate vitality. The
study guide encourages members to develop consistent prayer habits, participate in prayer
meetings, and pray for the needs of the church and the world.

Accountability and Mentoring Relationships
Discipleship involves mutual accountability and mentoring. The guide suggests that members
engage in relationships where they can both receive guidance and offer encouragement, helping
each other to remain steadfast in faith and practice.

Engagement and Service in the Church
Serving within the church is a practical outworking of faith, and the i am a church member study
guide dedicates significant attention to this aspect of membership. Active involvement in ministries
and outreach efforts not only blesses the community but also strengthens the individual’s faith
journey.

Identifying Spiritual Gifts
The guide encourages members to discover and develop their spiritual gifts as a means of effective
service. Recognizing individual gifts ensures that members contribute in ways that align with their
God-given abilities and passions.

Participating in Ministry Opportunities
Whether through teaching, hospitality, music, administration, or outreach, the guide outlines various
ministry opportunities available to members. Active participation fosters a spirit of collaboration and
fulfills the biblical mandate to serve one another in love.

Community Outreach and Evangelism
Church members are called to be witnesses in their communities. The study guide highlights the
importance of evangelism and compassionate outreach, encouraging members to share the gospel
and meet practical needs around them.



Accountability and Church Discipline
The i am a church member study guide addresses the sensitive but necessary topic of
accountability and church discipline. These practices maintain the purity and health of the church
body while demonstrating love and concern for individual members.

The Purpose of Church Discipline
Church discipline is described as a process aimed at restoration rather than punishment. The guide
explains that discipline serves to correct sinful behavior, protect the witness of the church, and
encourage repentance and reconciliation.

Steps in the Discipline Process
The study guide provides a biblical outline of how discipline should be carried out with grace and
fairness. This typically includes private correction, followed by involvement of church leaders, and, if
necessary, formal church action.

Promoting a Culture of Accountability
Members are encouraged to cultivate a culture where accountability is embraced as a positive and
supportive practice. This environment helps individuals grow spiritually while preserving unity and
trust within the church community.

Commit to faithful attendance and participation1.

Utilize and develop spiritual gifts for service2.

Maintain regular personal and group Bible study3.

Support church leadership through prayer and cooperation4.

Engage in accountability relationships for spiritual growth5.

Participate actively in outreach and evangelism6.

Respect and uphold church discipline when necessary7.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the purpose of the 'I Am a Church Member' study
guide?
The 'I Am a Church Member' study guide is designed to help individuals understand their role and
responsibilities as members of a local church, encouraging active participation and spiritual growth.

Who is the author of the 'I Am a Church Member' study guide?
The study guide is based on the book 'I Am a Church Member' by Thom S. Rainer, a well-known
pastor and author.

How can the study guide help improve church membership?
The guide provides biblical insights and practical applications that encourage members to serve,
support, and engage in their church community more effectively.

Is the 'I Am a Church Member' study guide suitable for
individual or group study?
The guide is designed for both individual reflection and group discussions, making it versatile for
personal growth or church small groups.

What topics are covered in the 'I Am a Church Member' study
guide?
Topics include understanding membership, the importance of commitment, serving others, growing
spiritually, and contributing to the church’s mission.

How long does it typically take to complete the 'I Am a Church
Member' study guide?
Completion time varies, but most groups or individuals finish the study guide within 6 to 8 weeks,
depending on the pace of study and discussion.

Can the 'I Am a Church Member' study guide be used for new
church members?
Yes, it is especially beneficial for new members to learn about church membership expectations and
how to actively participate in their new faith community.

Does the study guide include scripture references?
Yes, the guide incorporates numerous scripture passages to support its teachings and encourage
biblical understanding of church membership.



Where can I obtain a copy of the 'I Am a Church Member'
study guide?
The study guide can be purchased online through major book retailers, church supply stores, or
sometimes directly from the publisher or church resources websites.

Additional Resources
1. "I Am a Church Member Study Guide" by Thom S. Rainer
This study guide complements the bestselling book "I Am a Church Member," helping readers dive
deeper into the principles of biblical church membership. It offers practical questions, discussions,
and activities aimed at fostering commitment, service, and community within the local church. Ideal
for small groups and individual reflection, it encourages believers to understand their role in the
body of Christ.

2. "The Purpose Driven Church: Growth Without Compromising Your Message & Mission" by Rick
Warren
Rick Warren’s classic work outlines a biblical framework for church health and growth, emphasizing
purpose and intentionality. This book helps church members grasp their role in supporting the
church’s mission and vision. It’s an excellent resource for those wanting to see their church thrive
through unity and purposeful ministry.

3. "Nine Marks of a Healthy Church" by Mark Dever
Mark Dever identifies nine essential marks that characterize a healthy church, such as expositional
preaching, biblical theology, and church discipline. This book provides a solid foundation for church
members to understand what a God-honoring church looks like. It encourages active participation
and accountability within the local congregation.

4. "Church Membership: How the World Knows Who Represents Jesus" by Jonathan Leeman
Jonathan Leeman explores the biblical theology behind church membership and why it matters for
the witness of the gospel. This book challenges believers to see membership as a serious
commitment, not just a formality. It’s a valuable read for anyone wanting to understand the
significance of belonging to a local church.

5. "The Deliberate Church: Building Your Ministry on the Gospel" by Mark Dever and Paul Alexander
This book addresses the importance of gospel-centered ministry and intentional leadership within
the church. It helps church members understand how their participation supports the church’s
mission to make disciples. The authors provide practical advice for fostering a healthy, vibrant
church community.

6. "Simple Church: Returning to God’s Process for Making Disciples" by Thom S. Rainer and Eric
Geiger
Rainer and Geiger present a straightforward approach to discipleship that every church member can
engage with. The book focuses on clarity, movement, and alignment within the church body to
facilitate spiritual growth. It serves as a great companion for those studying how to actively live out
their faith in community.

7. "The Church Member’s Handbook" by Jonathan Leeman
This concise handbook offers clear guidance on the rights and responsibilities of church members. It



covers topics like church discipline, leadership, and biblical membership principles. The book is a
practical tool for new and seasoned members alike, fostering a deeper commitment to the local
church.

8. "Transforming Church in Rural America: Breaking All the Rurals" by Timothy J. Keller
While focusing on rural churches, this book provides valuable insights into revitalizing church
communities through faithful membership and engagement. It discusses challenges and
opportunities unique to smaller congregations, encouraging members to take active roles in
ministry. The principles shared can benefit church members in any context seeking renewal.

9. "Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community" by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Bonhoeffer’s timeless work reflects on the nature of Christian fellowship and the importance of
living in authentic community. Though not a membership manual, it profoundly influences
understanding of what it means to be part of the church family. This book inspires church members
to pursue deeper relationships grounded in Christ’s love.
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  i am a church member study guide: I Am a Church Member Thom S Rainer, 2013-05
Best-selling author Thom S. Rainer (Simple Church) shows how being an effective church member
has more to do with maintaining a healthy biblical attitude than it does worrying over functional
issues.
  i am a church member study guide: I Am a Christian Participant’s Guide Thom S. Rainer,
2022-11-22 What does it really mean to be a Christian? In a world where everything from sports to
politics, social media to podcasts, and movies to television vies for our attention, we need to get back
to what is essential. I Am a Christian Participant’s Guide helps people grasp who they are in Christ
and what their participation means to their local church through an eight-session workbook
designed for use with the companion DVD experience (sold separately). Based on the book I Am a
Christian, by respected author and church consultant Thom Rainer, this guide is a great resource for
any Christian. Designed to be used with groups or individually, I Am a Christian Participant’s Guide
will help you clarify your purpose and mission encourage you to become a committed church
member help Christian communities become healthy places so they can make a significant impact on
the world (Don't miss the companion I Am a Christian DVD Experience!)
  i am a church member study guide: The Elephant in the Room Sadrail Saint-Ulysse PhD
MDiv, 2022-04-12 I write this book to do something that most would consider unwise as a current
employee of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. I call or appeal for systematic change--change in
policies that have kept the financial support from tithe and other sources to Adventist elementary
and other sources to Adventist schools at minimal.Please don't think of me as a brave one who dares
to go where many have not gone before. I am not... I speak out because we need policy changes at
every level.Fairness is not giving everyone the same thing but to give each person what he or she
needs to succeed.Many businesses are rethinking how to move forward post the pandemic. We, too,
as a church, need to do the same.In the Old Testament, God instructed his people to pass on their
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faith to their children by intentionally teaching them God's statutes and commandments
(Deuteronomy 6:4-8 and Isaiah 54:13). Similarly, the Christian Church receives its marching orders
from Jesus in the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:16-20. Jesus directs the church to make
disciples of all nations by baptizing and teaching. Church schools are needed to partner with parents
and the church as a whole to educate children.Ellen G. White, cofounder of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, who earlier encouraged the Seventh-day Church to focus on foreign missions,
stated--in addressing church schools in the book Testimonies for the Church, volume 6--that the
children are not to be neglected. She writes, We cannot call ourselves true missionaries if we
neglect those at our very doors who are at the most critical age and who need our aid to secure
knowledge and experience that will fit them for the service of God. Her solution to financing church
schools is simple: Let all share the expense.Enrollment in Christian elementary and secondary
schools have been dropping nationwide. Many families in North America, especially new immigrant
families, are not able to afford the tuition to send their children to church schools. Several church
schools have closed.In this book, Dr. Sadrail Saint-Ulysse, an ordained minister and educator of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, addresses the challenges of operating Christian schools at the
elementary and secondary levels after serving for nearly twenty-five years as a pastor and educator,
with the hope that the burden of operating church schools can be shared by the entire church--local,
state, national, and worldwide--to alleviate this burden. The book challenges parents, teachers,
principals, school boards, church members, and church leaders at every level to make the needed
policy changes to ensure that church schools are financed in a sustainable manner.
  i am a church member study guide: New Testament Study Guide, Pt. 3 Randal S. Chase,
2010-12-08 New Testament Study Guide, Pt. 3: The Epistles & the Book of Revelation. This volume is
the third of three on the New Testament. An unusually large volume, it covers most of the Book of
Acts, the New Testament epistles, and the Book of Revelation. We read of Saul?s conversion and
then follow him as the Apostle Paul as he takes his five major journeys throughout the
Mediterranean area. The book of Acts provides the historical context to his journeys. Along the way,
we read his teachings in his 14 marvelous epistles to early Church members. Eventually, we follow
Paul to Rome where he was martyred for the cause of Christ. This volume also covers the epistles of
James, Peter, John, and Jude. And finally, we read the Book of Revelation?John?s apocalyptic
messages written while he was on the Isle of Patmos. The cover features a classic painting of ?St.
Paul at His Writing Desk,? painted by Rembrandt in 1692.
  i am a church member study guide: The Church Member's Manual, of Ecclesiastical
Principles, Doctrine, and Discipline William Crowell, 1857
  i am a church member study guide: The Church Member's Hand-book William Crowell,
1850
  i am a church member study guide: The Churchman , 1880
  i am a church member study guide: Points of Connection Joshua A. Stone, 2024-04-19 Points
of Connection: Realizing the Potential for Improving the Church Membership Process Church
member assimilation is key to growth for the Christian and has been particularly difficult for many
churches since the recent pandemic. A highly assimilated church is a church where all members are
encouraged in tangible ways in their walk with Jesus Christ as their personal Savior by embodying
the great apologetic: ...but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who
is the head, that is, Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every
joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the
body for the building up of itself in love. (Ephesians 4:15-16 NASB 2020) Using a structured
program evaluation, the author sought to gain insight from new church members by interviewing a
cross-section of new members who had joined within a two-year period. Participants included a
diverse group of church members, including younger adults, single adults, married adults, seasoned
believers, and new believers, ensuring that all demographics of the church family were represented.
The participants interviewed had ample time to assimilate prior to the interviews. The end goal was
to determine why some members might not be assimilating well since joining the church, and to get



more members on the path to discipleship and service and connection to the local body of Christ
through participatory membership. The responses identified ways that the church can reach more
people, increase engagement, and move people along to serving well as fully assimilated members.
In a supported effort to assimilate church members well, this book will showcase a streamlined
process of walking new members through the process of assimilation by helping them to connect
with other believers, with church leadership, and with areas of service where they may employ their
spiritual gifts. This book may serve as a guided resource for pastors, church staff members and
leaders in the church as they help new members to find points of connection within the church.
  i am a church member study guide: The Christian Witness, and Church Member's
Magazine ,
  i am a church member study guide: SCM Studyguide: Anglicanism Stephen Spencer,
2021-03-08 The SCM Studyguide to Anglicanism offers a comprehensive introduction to the many
different facets of Anglicanism. Aimed at students preparing for ministry, it presumes no prior
knowledge of the subject and offers helpful overviews of Anglican history, liturgy, theology, Canon
Law, mission and global Anglicanism. As well as offering updated and improved lists of further
reading, this second edition brings a greater emphasis on worldwide expressions of Anglicanism,
with more examples taken from Asian and African contexts, and a brand new section which
considers the rise of the global communion alongside issues of inculturation and indigenisation.
  i am a church member study guide: Anglicanism Stephen Spencer, 2010-01-01 Religion.
  i am a church member study guide: The Church Member's Manuel of Ecclesiastical
Principles, Doctrine, and Discipline ... William Crowell, 1859
  i am a church member study guide: Job Descriptions and Duties for Church Members and
Workers Herbert Byrne, 2005-06 Job descriptions are suggested in this manual for workers in the
church and Sunday School. Duties in Christian living and service are provided.
  i am a church member study guide: Expositor and Current Anecdotes , 1916
  i am a church member study guide: Memoir of Ann H. Judson James Davis Knowles, 1853
  i am a church member study guide: Breakthrough Ken Braddy, 2022-08-16 A church
without discipleship is just a gathering. It is an important distinction that many pastors and leaders
have known for years. In leading their churches well, pastors have provided a trustworthy
curriculum, enlisted gifted teachers, and have made sure to offer times for members to gather and
fellowship with each other. However, amid all these gatherings, one question kept popping up
among leaders, “How do we know if what we are doing is working?” Over the years, leaders have
tried to answer this question with numbers. If people attended these groups and seemed to enjoy the
material, then they must be finding success. Ken Braddy, the director of Sunday school for Lifeway
Christian Resources, felt that there had to be a better way to measure what matters. In
Breakthrough, Ken guides leaders to measure their groups by observing if they are discipling each
other, if they are caring for others in and outside of their group, and if they are engaging in acts of
service. Breakthrough offers a new scorecard for leaders to not only track the progress of their
groups but measure their success.
  i am a church member study guide: The Church in Earnest John Angell James, 1850
  i am a church member study guide: The Apostolical and Primitive Church Lyman
Coleman, 1844
  i am a church member study guide: How to Attract and Keep Active Church Members Donald
P. Smith, 1992-01-01 In this study of church growth and membership retention, Smith argues that if
a church is to survive, it must concentrate on keeping its present members as well as attracting new
ones. Interviewing people from 600 churches of various sizes and reviewing the causes of
membership decline and retention in those churches, Smith asserts that churches must meet
members' needs in order to attract and keep them.
  i am a church member study guide: The Young Ladies' Class Book a Selection of
Lessons for Reading in Prose and Verse by Ebenezer Bailey Ebenezer Bailey, 1850
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