
daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line
daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line offers an in-depth exploration of one of Sylvia
Plath’s most provocative and emotionally charged poems. This article meticulously
examines each line of "Daddy," unlocking the complex layers of symbolism, historical
context, and psychological intensity embedded within the poem. Through a detailed daddy
sylvia plath analysis line by line, readers will gain insight into Plath’s use of vivid imagery,
metaphor, and allusion to convey themes of trauma, oppression, and liberation. The
poem’s controversial portrayal of the father figure and its profound emotional resonance
make it a compelling subject for literary analysis. This comprehensive breakdown
highlights Plath’s unique poetic style and the cultural significance of "Daddy" in mid-20th-
century American poetry. Below is an organized table of contents outlining the main
sections of this analysis.
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Overview of "Daddy" by Sylvia Plath
"Daddy" is one of Sylvia Plath’s most famous and controversial poems, written in 1962
shortly before her death. It reflects intense personal anguish and complex emotions
related to Plath’s father, who died when she was a child. The poem’s confessional style,
dark tone, and striking imagery have made it a subject of extensive critical analysis. The
daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line reveals Plath’s emotional struggle with paternal
authority and her efforts to break free from the psychological hold of her past. The poem
consists of sixteen five-line stanzas and combines elements of surrealism, historical
references, and personal narrative.

Line-by-Line Analysis
This section provides a detailed daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line, explaining the
significance of each phrase and how it contributes to the overall meaning of the poem.



Lines 1–4: Introduction and Tone Setting
The opening lines introduce the speaker’s conflicting feelings about her father, using
metaphorical language to establish a tone of both reverence and resentment.

"You do not do, you do not do / Any more, black shoe": The father is symbolized
as a "black shoe," representing oppression and confinement.

"In which I have lived like a foot / For thirty years, poor and white": The
speaker conveys a sense of entrapment and victimhood, emphasizing a long-lasting
psychological imprisonment.

Lines 5–8: The Father as a Nazi and the Speaker as a
Victim
Plath uses provocative historical allusions to describe the father as a "colossus" and a Nazi
figure, highlighting the oppressive and tyrannical nature of the relationship.

"Daddy, I have had to kill you.": Symbolizes the need to overcome or
metaphorically destroy the father’s dominating influence.

"You died before I had time—": Reflects unresolved grief and lingering emotional
impact.

Lines 9–12: The Holocaust Imagery
These lines intensify the poem’s emotional charge with Holocaust references, equating
personal suffering with historical atrocities.

"Every woman’s got a little Nazi in her.": Suggests the universal experience of
oppression and complicity.

"I used to pray to get you back.": Reveals the ambivalence of love and hate
mingled with loss.

Lines 13–16: Final Confrontation and Liberation
The closing lines depict the speaker’s ultimate act of defiance and emancipation from the
father’s shadow.

"Daddy, daddy, you bastard, I’m through.": Marks a powerful declaration of
independence and emotional release.



"The black telephone’s off at the root.": Symbolizes cutting off communication
and severing ties.

Major Themes and Symbolism
The daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line uncovers several potent themes and symbols
that structure the poem’s emotional and intellectual core.

Theme of Oppression and Control
The poem deals extensively with the theme of oppression, particularly paternal and
patriarchal control. The father is depicted as a dominating figure whose authority
suffocates and restricts the speaker’s identity.

Theme of Death and Resurrection
Death is a pervasive motif, symbolizing both physical loss and psychological trauma. The
speaker’s journey involves confronting death to achieve a kind of resurrection or rebirth.

Symbolism of the “Black Shoe” and “Nazi” Imagery
The black shoe symbolizes confinement and suffocation, while Nazi imagery evokes
tyranny, cruelty, and historical trauma. These symbols amplify the intensity of the
speaker’s emotional turmoil.

Black shoe: oppression and imprisonment

Nazi and Aryan references: authoritarianism

Holocaust imagery: extreme suffering and victimization

Poetic Devices and Style
Sylvia Plath employs various poetic techniques to enhance the emotional impact and depth
of "Daddy." The daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line highlights these stylistic elements.



Use of Repetition and Rhythm
Repetition of words like "Daddy" and "You" creates a hypnotic, chant-like rhythm that
mirrors the speaker’s obsessive thoughts and emotional intensity.

Metaphor and Simile
Plath’s metaphors, such as comparing the father to a "colossus" or a "black shoe," vividly
convey the oppressive power dynamic and the speaker’s feelings of subjugation.

Alliteration and Assonance
The poem uses alliteration and assonance to produce a musical quality that contrasts with
the dark subject matter, enhancing its haunting effect.

Historical and Biographical Context
Understanding Sylvia Plath’s personal history and the cultural environment of the early
1960s enriches the daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line. The poem draws heavily from
Plath’s own experience with her father’s death and her subsequent emotional struggles.

Plath’s Relationship with Her Father
Otto Plath’s death when Sylvia was eight deeply influenced her psychological development
and poetic themes. The poem reflects complex feelings of loss, anger, and betrayal
stemming from this relationship.

Post-War and Feminist Perspectives
"Daddy" was written during a period when feminism and post-war reflections on
authoritarianism influenced literary expression. The poem’s critique of patriarchal power
can be seen within this broader socio-political context.

Confessional Poetry Movement
Sylvia Plath is recognized as a central figure in confessional poetry, a style characterized
by intimate, autobiographical content. "Daddy" exemplifies this genre by exposing private
trauma through stark, vivid language.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Sylvia Plath's poem 'Daddy'?
'Daddy' explores themes of trauma, oppression, and the complex relationship between the
speaker and her father, often interpreted as a confrontation with patriarchal authority and
personal suffering.

How does Sylvia Plath use imagery in the first line of
'Daddy'?
The first line, 'You do not do, you do not do / Any more, black shoe,' uses the metaphor of a
'black shoe' to symbolize the father's oppressive and controlling presence, evoking a sense
of confinement and fear.

What is the significance of the 'black shoe' metaphor in
'Daddy'?
The 'black shoe' represents the father's authoritarian and suffocating nature, likened to
something rigid and all-encompassing that the speaker cannot escape from.

How does Plath incorporate historical references in
'Daddy'?
Plath references the Holocaust and Nazi imagery, such as 'a Nazi' and 'a Jew,' to
dramatize the intensity of her feelings of victimization and to parallel personal trauma
with collective historical horrors.

What does the line 'I have always been scared of you'
reveal about the speaker's emotions?
This line conveys deep-seated fear and trauma, indicating a long-standing, painful
emotional relationship between the speaker and her father.

How does the rhythm and rhyme scheme in 'Daddy'
affect its tone?
'Daddy' uses a sing-song, nursery rhyme-like rhythm with a consistent rhyme scheme that
contrasts sharply with its dark and violent content, creating a disturbing and ironic tone.

What is the significance of the line 'Daddy, I’m so
scared of you' being repeated?
The repetition emphasizes the speaker's enduring fear and the emotional imprisonment
she feels, highlighting the ongoing impact of her father’s presence.



How does the final line 'Daddy, daddy, you bastard, I’m
through' serve as a conclusion to the poem?
The final line signifies the speaker's cathartic release and declaration of independence
from her father's control, marking an end to the psychological hold he has over her.

Why is the poem 'Daddy' considered autobiographical in
nature?
'Daddy' is considered autobiographical because it reflects Plath’s personal experiences
with her father’s death and her complex feelings of loss, anger, and oppression.

How can a line-by-line analysis deepen our
understanding of 'Daddy'?
A line-by-line analysis uncovers the multiple layers of meaning, symbolism, and emotional
intensity in each line, helping readers appreciate the poem’s complexity and Plath’s use of
language and imagery.

Additional Resources
1. Line by Line: A Detailed Analysis of Sylvia Plath’s "Daddy"
This book offers a meticulous examination of each line in Sylvia Plath’s poem "Daddy,"
unraveling the complex emotions and symbolism embedded within. It provides readers
with historical context and biographical insights to deepen understanding. Perfect for
students and enthusiasts seeking a comprehensive breakdown.

2. Unveiling "Daddy": A Critical Line-by-Line Interpretation of Sylvia Plath’s Masterpiece
Focusing on the intense imagery and dark themes, this analysis dissects "Daddy" line by
line to reveal the psychological and feminist dimensions of the poem. It discusses Plath’s
use of language and metaphor in relation to her personal life and broader literary
movements.

3. Decoding Sylvia Plath’s "Daddy": A Step-by-Step Analytical Guide
This guide provides a structured approach to understanding "Daddy," emphasizing the
poem’s rhythmic and tonal shifts. Readers will find explanations of literary devices and
thematic elements that contribute to the poem’s enduring impact.

4. Echoes of Pain: Line-by-Line Exploration of Sylvia Plath’s "Daddy"
This work delves into the emotional intensity of "Daddy," exploring how each line conveys
trauma, anger, and liberation. It places Plath’s poem within the context of post-war
literature and psychoanalytic theory for a richer interpretation.

5. The Language of Loss: A Line-by-Line Study of Sylvia Plath’s "Daddy"
Examining the linguistic choices in "Daddy," this book highlights Plath’s poetic
craftsmanship and her ability to channel personal grief into universal themes. The analysis
addresses symbolism, tone, and historical references line by line.



6. Breaking Down "Daddy": A Comprehensive Line-by-Line Analysis of Sylvia Plath’s
Poetry
This volume offers an in-depth critique of "Daddy," focusing on its structural elements and
emotional resonance. It includes comparative insights with other Plath poems to showcase
thematic continuities and evolutions.

7. Sylvia Plath’s "Daddy": A Line-by-Line Dissection of Power and Pain
Exploring themes of control, oppression, and identity, this analysis interprets "Daddy"
through a feminist and psychoanalytic lens, unpacking each line to reveal layers of
meaning. The book also discusses Plath’s influence on contemporary poetry.

8. From Darkness to Light: Line-by-Line Analysis of Sylvia Plath’s "Daddy"
This book traces the transformation of tone and imagery throughout "Daddy," highlighting
the journey from suffering to catharsis. Detailed annotations accompany each line to
facilitate a deeper appreciation of Plath’s poetic voice.

9. Voices of the Past: A Line-by-Line Commentary on Sylvia Plath’s "Daddy"
Offering a historical and biographical perspective, this commentary connects the poem’s
vivid expressions of pain to Plath’s life experiences. Each line is carefully analyzed to
uncover the intricate interplay of personal and cultural narratives.
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suicide. Many of the poems it contains were written in her final winter before her death, and the
collection as a whole explores subjects including mental illness, depression, motherhood, illness and
family relationships. This analysis features an outline of the overarching structure and key themes of
the collections, as well as a closer reading of the poems “Ariel”, “Daddy”, “Lady Lazarus” and
“Tulips”. Sylvia Plath was an American novelist and poet. Her best-known works are the novel The
Bell Jar (first published in 1963 under the pseudonym Victoria Lucas) and the poetry collection Ariel.
Find out everything you need to know about Ariel in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and
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and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The
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clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve
your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Sylvia Plath Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of
Humanities Harold Bloom, 2007 A collection of essays on poet Sylvia Plath's life and work.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Psychoanalytic Literary Criticism Maud Ellmann,
2014-01-14 This collection of essays provides students of literary critical theory with an introduction
to Freudian methods of interpretation, and shows how those methods have been transformed by
recent developments in French psychoanalysis, particularly by the influence of Jacques Lacan. It
explains how classical Freudian criticism tended to focus on the thematic content of the literary text,
whereas Lacanian criticism focuses on its linguistic structure, redirecting the reader to the words
themselves. Concepts and methods are defined by tracing the role played by the drama of Oedipus in
the development of psychoanalytic theory and criticism. The essays cover a wide generic scope and
are divided into three parts: drama, narrative and poetry. Each is accompanied by explanatory
headnotes giving clear definitions of complex terms.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: True to Self Dr. Richa Verma, Sylvia Plath’s poetry is
poetry of experiences. This book refers to the art of contemporary poetry, by elaborating the
struggles of identity and turmoil in her life. It brings out the poetic characteristics of confessional
elements, with an emphasis on feminist approach. It seeks to appropriate and assimilate the external
reality by imaginative identification. Sylvia Plath’s poems paint the most intimate personal details,
which further universalizes the passion and craftsmanship of the poet. Without a doubt, Sylvia
Plath’s importance will not diminish with time, and her poetic intensity shall continue to fire the
imagination of young poets.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Sylvia Plath Suman Agarwal, 2003 This book
celebrates Sylvia Plath's achievements as a highly prolific writer who brought a path breaking
revolution in the world of poetry thereby making each woman feel the pulse of life. A confessionalist
of both weight and colour, Plath was not scared to openly pen down her feelings what she
underwent and in no way was she different or less as compared to her contemporaries and the
modernists. This enigmatic personality plunged into depression and resorted to hair raising incident
of rendering a note to her life by committing suicide at the age of 32. Disdaining political and social
subjects, Plath was a different breed from the beat-nicks of her own time and all this goes to prove
that she was stunningly original and a powerful poet. Even 40 years after her death in 1963, her
place in English literature, is assured. Twentieth century has been a devastating one especially when
one is to peep into writersâ€™ personal life which has been nerve wrecking and this book is an
attempt to analyze Plath, her life, writings and also her relation to modern poets.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: The Making of Sylvia Plath Carl Rollyson,
2024-11-15 Since her death, Sylvia Plath (1932–1963) has become an endless source of fascination
for a wide audience ranging from readers of The Bell Jar, her semiautobiographical novel, to her
groundbreaking poetry as exemplified by Ariel. Beyond her writing, however, interest in Plath has
also been fueled in part by the tragic nature of her death. As a result, a steady stream of biographies
of Plath have appeared over the last fifty-five years that mainly focus on her death or contain
projections of an array of points of view about the writer. Until now, little sustained attention has
been paid to the influences on Plath’s life and work. What movies did she watch? Which books did
she read? How did media shape her worldview? In this meticulously researched biography, Carl
Rollyson explores the intricate web of literature, cinema, spirituality, psychology, and popular
culture that profoundly influenced Plath's life and writing. At the heart of this biography is a
compelling exploration of William Sheldon’s seminal work, Psychology and the Promethean Will,
which Plath devoured in her quest for self-discovery and understanding. Through Plath’s intense
study of this work, readers gain unprecedented access to Plath's innermost thoughts, her
therapeutic treatments, and the overarching worldview that fueled her creative genius. Through
Sheldon as well as Plath’s other influences, Rollyson offers a captivating survey of the symbiotic



relationship between an artist and the world around her and offers readers new insights into the
enigmatic mind of one of the most important writers of the twentieth century.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Literary analysis for English Literature for the IB
Diploma Carolyn P. Henly, Angela Stancar Johnson, 2019-09-02 Build confidence in a range of key
literary analysis techniques and skills with this practical companion, full of advice and guidance from
experienced experts. - Build analysis techniques and skills through a range of strategies, serving as a
useful companion throughout the course - from critical-thinking, referencing and citation and the
development of a line of inquiry to reflecting on the writing process and constructing essays for
Paper 1 and Paper 2 - Develop skills in how to approach a text using literary analysis strategies and
critical theory, for both unseen literary texts (the basis of Paper 1) and texts studied in class - Learn
how to engage with texts so that you can write convincingly and passionately about literature
through active reading, note-taking, asking questions, and developing a personal response to texts -
Concise, clear explanations help students navigate the IB requirements, including advice on
assessment objectives and how literary analysis weaves through Paper 1, Paper 2, the HL Essay,
Individual Oral and the Learner Profile - Engaging activities are provided to test understanding of
each topic and develop skills for the exam - guiding answers are available to check responses
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: How to Read (and Write About) Poetry – Second
Edition Susan Holbrook, 2021-10-08 How to Read (and Write About) Poetry invites students and
others curious about poetry to join the critical conversation about a genre many find a little
mystifying, even intimidating. In an accessible, engaging manner, this book introduces the
productive questions, reading strategies, literary terms, and secondary research tips that will
empower readers to participate in literary analysis. Holbrook explicates a number of poems,
initiating readers into critical discourse while highlighting key poetic terms. The explications are
followed by selections of related works, so the book thus offers what amounts to a brief anthology,
ideal for a poetry unit or introductory class on poetry and poetics. A chapter on meter illuminates
the rhythmic dimension of poetry and guides readers through methods of scansion. The second
edition is updated throughout and includes a fresh selection of poems and the latest MLA citation
guidance.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Legacies 2e-Text Infotrac Bogarad, 2001-11
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Sylvia Plath Paul Mitchell, 2011-11-28 Sylvia Plath
es una de las poetas más conocidas y controvertidas del siglo XX. Desde su muerte en 1963, el
debate crítico sobre su obra ha sido animado y, en ocasiones, incluso hostil. Esta obra ilustra cómo
leer a Plath desde una perspectiva alternativa, utilizando la teoría de Julia Kristeva sobre el lenguaje
político, y que permite una apreciación de los poemas que va más allá de lo biográfico al hacer
énfasis, en cambio, en los textos; de ese modo, se engrana con la primera persona como una
herramienta heurística compleja e inestable. Al explorar los poemas en términos de su trascendencia
en lugar de centrarse exclusivamente en su significado explora la manera en la que la obra de Plath
produce una crisis de subjetividad oratoria y, a partir de ahí, emerge la naturaleza «revolucionaria»
de la voz poética.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Sylvia Plath Linda Wagner-Martin, 1999-09-11
Linda Wagner-Martin's emphasis in this study is the way Sylvia Plath made herself into a writer. In
keeping with the critic's early ground-breaking work on American poet William Carlos Williams, she
here studies elements of Plath's work with dedication to discussions of style and effect. Her close
analysis of Plath's reading and her apprenticeship writing both in fiction and poetry sheds
considerable light into Plath's work in the late 1960s. The book concludes with a section assessing
Sylvia Plath's current standing.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: The Holocaust of Texts Amy Hungerford, 2003-01-15
Examines the implications of conflating texts with people in a broad range of texts: Art Spiegelman's
Maus, Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451, the poetry of Sylvia Plath, Binjamin Wilkomirski's fake
Holocaust memoir Fragments, and the fiction of Saul Bellow, Philip Roth, and Don Delillo.--Jacket.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Eavan Boland Jody Allen Randolph, 2013-11-26 In



this powerful and authoritative study Jody Allen Randolph providesthe fullest account yet of the work
of a major figure in twentieth-century Irish literature as well as in contemporary women’s writing.
Eavan Boland’s achievement in changing the map of Irish poetry is tracked and analyzed from her
first poems to the present. The book traces the evolution of that achievement, guiding the reader
through Boland’s early attachment to Yeats, her growing unease with the absence of women’s
writing, her encounter with pioneering American poets like Sylvia Plath, Elizabeth Bishop, and
Adrienne Rich, and her eventual, challenging amendments in poetry and prose to Ireland’s poetic
tradition. Using research from private papers the book also traces a time of upheaval and change in
Ireland, exploring Boland's connection to Mary Robinson, in a chapter that details the nexus of a
woman president and a woman poet in a country that was resistant to both. Finally, this book invites
the reader to share a compelling perspective on the growth of a poet described by one critic as
Ireland’s “first great woman poet.”
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Depression in Sylvia Plath's The Bell Jar Dedria
Bryfonski, 2012-01-12 Because wherever I sat, on the deck of a ship or at a street café in Paris or
Bangkok, I would be sitting under the same glass bell jar, stewing in my own sour air. Readers who
are familiar with Sylvia Plath's work may recognize this well-known quotation from her first and only
novel, The Bell Jar, which tackles issues of depression, mental illness, and the search for
individuality. This compelling volume examines Sylvia Plath's life and writings, with a specific look at
key ideas related to The Bell Jar. A collection of twenty-three essays offers readers context and
insight to discussions centering around the pervasive impact of illness, the novel as a search for
personal identity, and the autobiographical nature of the work. The book also examines
contemporary perspectives on depression, such as the sometimes deadly pressure of perfectionism
on gifted teens, and the idea that depression and risk of suicide run in families.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Poetry 101 Susan Dalzell, 2018-09-04 Become a poet
and write poetry with ease with help from this clear and simple guide in the popular 101 series.
Poetry never goes out of style. An ancient writing form found in civilizations across the world, poetry
continues to inform the way we write now, whether we realize it or not—especially in social
media—with its focus on brevity and creating the greatest possible impact with the fewest words.
Poetry 101 is your companion to the wonderful world of meter and rhyme, and walks you through
the basics of poetry. From Shakespeare and Chaucer, to Maya Angelou and Rupi Kaur, you’ll explore
the different styles and methods of writing, famous poets, and poetry movements and concepts—and
even find inspiration for creating poems of your own. Whether you are looking to better understand
the poems you read, or you want to tap into your creative side to write your own, Poetry 101 gives
you everything you need!
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Mad, Bad And Sad Lisa Appignanesi, 2011-10-06
Mad, bad and sad. From the depression suffered by Virginia Woolf and Sylvia Plath to the mental
anguish and addictions of iconic beauties Zelda Fitzgerald and Marilyn Monroe. From Freud and
Jung and the radical breakthroughs of psychoanalysis to Lacan's construction of a modern movement
and the new women-centred therapies. This is the story of how we have understood mental disorders
and extreme states of mind in women over the last two hundred years and how we conceive of them
today, when more and more of our inner life and emotions have become a matter for medics and
therapists.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: The Shifting Role of Women Vivek Kumar Dwivedi,
2023-03-21 This book chronicles the torturous journey of women from being confined within the
limits of the house to being a “major voice” in society. It also highlights scenarios in which women
have been discriminated against throughout history. This work will help in reconfiguring the set
standards, values, and parameters by which women are judged in society. It foregrounds its studies
by examining literary texts, case studies, and popular practices, showing how the era of social media
has tacitly brought about the suffragette movement of the 21st century.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Australian Patriography Stephen Mansfield,
2013-05-15 The Son’s Book of the Father, as Richard Freadman termed it, is a rich field of relational



autobiography, offering a unique set of tensions and insights into modes of masculinity, notions of
identity and the ethics of representing another’s life in writing one’s own. This study of modern
Australian life writing by sons who focus on fathers places an emerging sub-genre within its literary
ancestry and its contemporary milieu. Providing compelling readings of Raimond Gaita’s ‘Romulus,
My Father’, Peter Rose’s ‘Rose Boys’ and many others, this is the first study of its kind within
Australian literature.
  daddy sylvia plath analysis line by line: Circling the Canon, Volume I Marjorie Perloff,
2019-11-15 Circling the Canon, Volume I covers roughly the first half of Perloff's career, beginning
with her first ever review, on Anthony Hecht's The Hard Hours.
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daddy - Wiktionary, the free dictionary 6 days ago  daddy (third-person singular simple present
daddies, present participle daddying, simple past and past participle daddied) (transitive, chiefly
Appalachia) To father; to sire.
daddy noun - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage notes Definition of daddy noun in
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example sentences,
grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more
daddy, n. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford English daddy, n. meanings, etymology,
pronunciation and more in the Oxford English Dictionary
DADDY - Meaning & Translations | Collins English Dictionary Master the word "DADDY" in
English: definitions, translations, synonyms, pronunciations, examples, and grammar insights - all in
one complete resource
Daddy - definition of daddy by The Free Dictionary Define daddy. daddy synonyms, daddy
pronunciation, daddy translation, English dictionary definition of daddy. n. pl. daddies Informal A
father. dad′dyish adj. American Heritage®
daddy - Dictionary of English Collocations: my daddy is [cool, great], my daddy is the [coolest,
best], really [miss, love, hate] my daddy, more
Daddy vs. Dad — What’s the Difference?   "Daddy" is an affectionate or childlike term for one's
father, while "Dad" is a more informal and commonly used term for one's father
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