
big cedar lodge history

big cedar lodge history traces the fascinating evolution of one of America’s most iconic resort

destinations. Nestled in the picturesque Ozark Mountains of Missouri, Big Cedar Lodge has grown

from a humble retreat into a sprawling luxury resort that attracts visitors seeking natural beauty,

outdoor adventure, and unparalleled hospitality. This article delves into the origins, significant

milestones, and cultural impact of Big Cedar Lodge, providing a comprehensive overview of its

development over the decades. From its founding to its current status as a premier vacation spot, the

big cedar lodge history reveals a story of vision, resilience, and connection to nature. Readers will gain

insights into the lodge’s design inspirations, notable expansions, and the role it plays in the local

community and tourism industry. The following sections will explore the early beginnings, key

architectural and ownership changes, and the lodge’s contributions to conservation and recreation.

Origins and Founding of Big Cedar Lodge

Development and Expansion Over the Years

Architectural Style and Design Influences

Ownership and Management Transitions

Big Cedar Lodge’s Role in Conservation and Tourism

Origins and Founding of Big Cedar Lodge

The big cedar lodge history begins in the early 20th century when the area around the Ozark

Mountains was recognized for its natural beauty and appeal to outdoor enthusiasts. The original lodge



was established as a rustic retreat offering visitors a chance to escape urban life and experience the

tranquility of the wilderness. The founders envisioned a place where guests could connect with nature

while enjoying comfortable accommodations. Early records indicate that Big Cedar Lodge was

strategically located near Table Rock Lake, providing access to fishing, hiking, and other outdoor

activities. This section examines the initial motivations for founding the lodge and the early challenges

faced during its establishment.

Initial Vision and Location Selection

The choice of the Ozark Mountains and proximity to Table Rock Lake was intentional, aimed at

leveraging the region’s scenic landscapes and recreational opportunities. The founders focused on

creating a lodge that blended seamlessly with the natural environment, using locally sourced materials

and traditional craftsmanship. This approach helped set the tone for the lodge’s enduring appeal and

commitment to conservation. The site selection also considered accessibility for travelers coming from

major cities, ensuring a balance between seclusion and convenience.

Early Facilities and Guest Experience

In its early years, Big Cedar Lodge featured modest cabins, a central dining hall, and basic amenities

designed to accommodate small groups of visitors. The guest experience emphasized outdoor

activities such as fishing, horseback riding, and hiking, which were promoted as key attractions. The

lodge’s management prioritized personalized service and rustic charm, establishing a reputation as a

welcoming and unique destination.

Development and Expansion Over the Years

The big cedar lodge history includes several phases of development and expansion that transformed it

from a small retreat into a comprehensive resort complex. Throughout the mid to late 20th century, the

lodge underwent significant upgrades to meet growing demand and changing guest expectations.



Expansion efforts included the addition of new cabins, recreational facilities, and luxury

accommodations. This growth was guided by a desire to preserve the lodge’s natural setting while

enhancing the overall visitor experience.

Major Expansion Milestones

Introduction of luxury cabins and lodges in the 1980s

Development of golf courses and spa facilities in the 1990s

Enhancement of outdoor recreational amenities in the 2000s

Recent investments in eco-friendly infrastructure and guest services

Each expansion phase was carefully planned to maintain the lodge’s rustic aesthetic while

incorporating modern conveniences. The addition of golf courses and wellness centers, for example,

appealed to a broader demographic without compromising the lodge’s connection to nature.

Impact of Tourism Trends

Big Cedar Lodge’s growth mirrored broader tourism trends, including increased interest in eco-tourism,

family vacations, and outdoor adventure travel. The lodge adapted its offerings to accommodate these

shifts, developing programs and packages that highlighted the region’s natural and cultural assets.

Marketing strategies evolved to emphasize the unique blend of luxury and wilderness experience that

Big Cedar Lodge provides.



Architectural Style and Design Influences

The architecture of Big Cedar Lodge is a significant aspect of its history, reflecting both regional

traditions and broader design movements. The lodge’s style combines rustic log cabin aesthetics with

elements of American Craftsman and Ozark vernacular architecture. This fusion creates a distinctive

look that harmonizes with the surrounding forested landscape.

Use of Local Materials

One hallmark of Big Cedar Lodge’s design is the extensive use of locally sourced materials such as

cedar, pine, and native stone. These materials not only provide durability and insulation but also

reinforce the lodge’s commitment to sustainability and environmental harmony. The craftsmanship

involved in the log construction and stone masonry has been a defining feature since the lodge’s

inception.

Interior Design and Amenities

The interiors of Big Cedar Lodge balance rustic charm with modern luxury. Exposed wooden beams,

stone fireplaces, and handcrafted furnishings create a cozy atmosphere, while updated amenities

ensure guest comfort. Design updates over the years have respected the original aesthetic while

incorporating contemporary conveniences such as advanced heating and cooling systems, spa

facilities, and high-end dining areas.

Ownership and Management Transitions

The history of Big Cedar Lodge is also marked by changes in ownership and management that

influenced its direction and development. Originally founded by local entrepreneurs, the lodge has

passed through several hands, each bringing new vision and resources to the property. These

transitions have affected operational strategies, expansion projects, and guest services.



Early Proprietors

The initial owners were deeply connected to the Ozark region and focused on creating a family-

oriented retreat. Their management style emphasized community engagement and environmental

stewardship, which laid the foundation for the lodge’s reputation.

Corporate Ownership and Modernization

In later decades, larger hospitality groups acquired the lodge, investing in modernization and

marketing. This period saw significant capital improvements and the introduction of branded amenities.

Despite corporate ownership, efforts were made to retain the lodge’s unique character and

commitment to nature.

Current Management Philosophy

Today, Big Cedar Lodge operates under a management philosophy that balances luxury hospitality

with conservation ethics. This approach involves partnerships with local organizations, sustainable

tourism practices, and continuous guest experience enhancements, ensuring the lodge remains a

premier destination while honoring its historical roots.

Big Cedar Lodge’s Role in Conservation and Tourism

Big Cedar Lodge has played an influential role in promoting conservation and sustainable tourism in

the Ozark region. Its history includes active participation in environmental preservation efforts, wildlife

protection, and community development. These initiatives have helped position the lodge as a leader

in responsible tourism.



Conservation Programs and Initiatives

The lodge has implemented numerous programs aimed at preserving the natural environment,

including reforestation projects, habitat restoration, and water quality monitoring. Educational programs

for guests highlight the importance of environmental stewardship and encourage sustainable practices

during their stay.

Contribution to Local Economy and Culture

Big Cedar Lodge supports the local economy by providing employment opportunities, sourcing goods

from regional suppliers, and promoting cultural heritage through events and partnerships. The lodge’s

presence has helped boost tourism in the area, attracting visitors who contribute to the vitality of

nearby communities.

Outdoor Recreation and Ecotourism

The lodge offers a wide range of outdoor activities that align with its conservation values, such as

guided nature hikes, wildlife watching, and catch-and-release fishing. These experiences foster

appreciation for the Ozark ecosystem and encourage responsible interaction with nature.

Guided hiking and nature tours

Fishing and boating on Table Rock Lake

Horseback riding and trail exploration

Bird watching and wildlife observation programs



Frequently Asked Questions

When was Big Cedar Lodge founded?

Big Cedar Lodge was founded in 1947 by Johnny Morris, the founder of Bass Pro Shops.

Where is Big Cedar Lodge located?

Big Cedar Lodge is located near Ridgedale, Missouri, in the Ozark Mountains.

What inspired the creation of Big Cedar Lodge?

Johnny Morris was inspired to create Big Cedar Lodge as a rustic retreat for outdoor enthusiasts and

families, emphasizing nature and conservation.

How has Big Cedar Lodge evolved over time?

Originally a small fishing lodge, Big Cedar Lodge has expanded into a large resort with multiple

lodging options, dining, and recreational activities.

What role does Big Cedar Lodge play in conservation efforts?

Big Cedar Lodge promotes conservation by supporting local wildlife habitats, sustainable practices,

and environmental education programs.

Who is Johnny Morris in relation to Big Cedar Lodge?

Johnny Morris is the founder of Big Cedar Lodge and the founder of Bass Pro Shops; his passion for

nature led to the development of the lodge.

Are there any historical landmarks at Big Cedar Lodge?

While Big Cedar Lodge itself is a modern resort, it preserves the natural beauty and rustic charm of

the Ozarks, reflecting the region's heritage.



How has Big Cedar Lodge contributed to the local economy?

Big Cedar Lodge has significantly boosted the local economy through tourism, job creation, and

supporting local businesses.

What types of accommodations were originally available at Big Cedar

Lodge?

Initially, Big Cedar Lodge offered simple cabins and fishing lodges catering to outdoor enthusiasts and

families.

Has Big Cedar Lodge hosted any notable events or guests in its

history?

Big Cedar Lodge has hosted numerous celebrities, outdoor events, and charity functions, contributing

to its reputation as a premier resort destination.

Additional Resources

1. The Origins of Big Cedar Lodge: A Wilderness Sanctuary

This book explores the founding of Big Cedar Lodge, detailing the vision and dedication of its creator,

Johnny Morris. It delves into the early days of the lodge, the challenges faced during construction, and

the natural beauty that inspired its establishment. Readers will gain insight into how the lodge grew

into a beloved retreat nestled in the Ozarks.

2. Big Cedar Lodge Through the Decades: A Historical Journey

Tracing the evolution of Big Cedar Lodge over the years, this book highlights key moments in its

development and expansion. It covers significant renovations, changes in ownership, and the lodge’s

role in the community and tourism industry. The narrative includes personal stories from longtime staff

and guests, offering a rich perspective on its enduring appeal.



3. Legends of the Ozarks: Stories from Big Cedar Lodge

Focusing on the folklore and local legends surrounding Big Cedar Lodge, this book gathers tales

passed down through generations. It captures the mystique of the Ozark region and how the lodge

became woven into its cultural fabric. Anecdotes about wildlife encounters, ghost stories, and historic

events add a colorful layer to the lodge’s history.

4. Architectural Heritage of Big Cedar Lodge

This volume examines the distinctive architectural style of Big Cedar Lodge, blending rustic charm with

modern amenities. It highlights the craftsmanship and design philosophy behind the lodge’s buildings

and cabins. The book also discusses how the architecture complements the natural landscape,

creating a harmonious environment for visitors.

5. Johnny Morris and the Vision of Big Cedar

A biography of Johnny Morris, the founder of Big Cedar Lodge, focusing on his passion for

conservation and outdoor recreation. The book details his journey from a young entrepreneur to a

conservationist dedicated to preserving the Ozarks. It also explains how his vision shaped the lodge’s

mission and growth.

6. Big Cedar Lodge: A Hub for Outdoor Adventure

This book showcases the lodge as a premier destination for outdoor enthusiasts. It covers the variety

of activities available, from fishing and hiking to horseback riding and golf. The narrative includes the

development of these recreational opportunities and their importance in attracting visitors to the lodge.

7. The Wildlife and Natural Environment of Big Cedar Lodge

An in-depth look at the flora and fauna native to the Big Cedar Lodge area, this book highlights

conservation efforts and the lodge’s commitment to environmental stewardship. It provides detailed

descriptions of the local ecosystems and the species that inhabit them. The book underscores the

importance of preserving the natural surroundings for future generations.

8. Big Cedar Lodge: Celebrations and Traditions

This book explores the cultural and social events that have become traditions at Big Cedar Lodge.



From annual festivals to special holiday gatherings, it captures how these celebrations foster

community and create lasting memories. The book also includes recipes, photographs, and stories that

reflect the lodge’s unique character.

9. Big Cedar Lodge in Art and Photography

Featuring stunning visuals, this book presents Big Cedar Lodge through the eyes of artists and

photographers inspired by its beauty. It includes paintings, sketches, and photographs that capture the

lodge’s landscapes, wildlife, and architecture. The collection celebrates the artistic legacy that the

lodge continues to inspire.
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2009-08-25 Written by a local author, this guide is filled to the brim with insider information on
everything from the top fishing sites to seasonal festivals and the best places to eat, sleep, and play.
  big cedar lodge history: A History of the Ozarks, Volume 3 Brooks Blevins, 2021-12-14
Between the world wars, America embraced an image of the Ozarks as a remote land of hills and
hollers. The popular imagination stereotyped Ozarkers as ridge runners, hillbillies, and pioneers—a
cast of colorful throwbacks hostile to change. But the real Ozarks reflected a more complex reality.
Brooks Blevins tells the cultural history of the Ozarks as a regional variation of an American story.
As he shows, the experiences of the Ozarkers have not diverged from the currents of mainstream life
as sharply or consistently as the mythmakers would have it. If much of the region seemed to trail
behind by a generation, the time lag was rooted more in poverty and geographic barriers than a
conscious rejection of the modern world and its progressive spirit. In fact, the minority who clung to
the old days seemed exotic largely because their anachronistic ways clashed against the backdrop of
the evolving region around them. Blevins explores how these people’s disproportionate influence
affected the creation of the idea of the Ozarks, and reveals the truer idea that exists at the
intersection of myth and reality. The conclusion to the acclaimed trilogy, The History of the Ozarks,
Volume 3: The Ozarkers offers an authoritative appraisal of the modern Ozarks and its people.
  big cedar lodge history: Tourism Policy and Planning David L. Edgell, Sr., Jason R.
Swanson, Maria Delmastro Allen, Ginger Smith, 2018-07-17 The wellspring to the future global
growth in tourism is a commitment toward good policy and strategic planning. Tourism Policy and
Planning: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow offers an introduction to the tourism policy process and
how policies link to the strategic tourism planning function as well as influence planning at the local,
national, and international level. This third edition has been fully revised and updated to reflect the
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many important developments in the travel and tourism industry and subsequent new policies and
present planning process issues. The third edition features: A new chapter on policies regarding
terrorism and its impact on tourism. New and updated content on managing sustainable tourism,
obstacles and barriers to international travel, and strategic tourism planning. New case studies
based on established and emerging markets throughout to illustrate real-life applications of planning
and policy at the international, regional, national, and local level. New end of chapter summary and
review questions to consolidate student learning. Accessible and up to date, Tourism Policy and
Planning is essential reading for all tourism students.
  big cedar lodge history: Ghosts of Country Music Matthew L. Swayne, 2017-01-08 Strum a
Spooky Banjo, Tip that Ten-Gallon Hat, and Meet Country Music’s Greatest Ghosts Jam out to this
impressive compilation of haunted hot spots, creepy curses, and celebrity spirits of country and
western music. Presenting the paranormal legacy behind one of America’s oldest and most popular
genres, Ghosts of Country Music takes a captivating, in-depth look at legendary musicians and the
places where they perform . . . even after death. Experience true stories of larger-than-life
stars—including Hank Williams, Patsy Cline, and Johnny Cash—haunting their favorite homes and
stages. Step inside the Music City Center, the Apollo Civic Theatre, Bobby Mackey’s Music World,
and other iconic venues where ghosts love to roam. Explore the numerous recording studios, record
shops, and radio stations that attract paranormal activity. This fascinating book will thrill you with
much more than just a catchy tune.
  big cedar lodge history: Managing Sustainable Tourism David L. Edgell Sr, 2016-04-14
Managing Sustainable Tourism tackles the tough issues of tourism such as negative environmental
impact and cultural degradation, and provides answers that don’t sacrifice positive economic
growth. It offers practical plans for fostering harmonious relationships among local communities, the
private sector, not-for-profit organizations, academic institutions, and governments at all levels as
well as develops management practices and philosophies that protect natural, built, and cultural
environments while reinforcing positive and orderly economic growth. Since the first edition, there
have been many important developments in the field, and this second edition has been revised and
updated in the following ways: Updated content to reflect issues and trends, including: impact of the
internet, slow tourism, responsible tourism, pro – poor tourism and motivations of the individual
tourist New and updated international case studies of successes and failures to reflect current
challenges and practices New lecturer and student online resources including PowerPoint slides and
practical scenarios. This volume provides a wealth of information and guidance on managing
sustainable tourism now and in the future and will be invaluable to educators, students, developers,
entrepreneurs, investors, tourism strategists, planners and policymakers.
  big cedar lodge history: Shepherd of the Hills Country Lynn Morrow, Linda Myers-Phinney,
1999-01-01 Morrow and Myers-Phinney excavate the beginnings of commercial tourism in the region
and follow it through six decades as the influx of visitors who became familiar with the Ozarks and
its investment opportunities brought capital, new commerce, and additional residents to the
hills.--BOOK JACKET.
  big cedar lodge history: Managing Sustainable Tourism David L. Edgell, 2006 Managing
Sustainable Tourism: A Legacy for the Future tackles the tough issues of tourism such as negative
environmental impact and cultural degradation, and provides common sense answers that don't
sacrifice positive economic growth. Detailing the benefits as well as the pitfalls, the author clearly
discusses what must be done to sustain the tourism industry in the new millennium. Case studies,
photographs, research, and supplemental reading lists clearly illustrate ideas and practical
suggestions.
  big cedar lodge history: Missouri Myths and Legends Josh Young, 2020-05-01 Myths and
Mysteries of Missouri dispels any notion that the Show Me State is a boring place harboring little
unknown. Thirteen diverse chapters, each a story unto itself, probe dark secrets, unexplained
phenomena, legendary individuals and actual events which leave people incredulous to this day.
Much in this well-researched book has been largely forgotten, but the author's lively and amusing



style will awaken curiosity in lifelong residents and armchair visitors alike
  big cedar lodge history: The Circle of Willis H. G. Hedger, 2024-02-14 Ray Shipworth’s life
plan was clear: marry his girlfriend after serving his country. From boot camp to the unforgiving
front line, Ray faces challenges that shatter his worldview and threaten his identity. In this
high-stakes arena, he’s tested in unexpected ways. Leo Lightfoot, daughter of Ray’s cross-country
coach, is an outsider yearning for more. Just as she’s on the cusp of graduating and starting college,
everything she believes to be true is put into question. With shared beginnings and divergent paths,
two wounded souls return to their childhood home in rural Oklahoma. The trauma of recent
experiences threatens to derail them. Can their reunion allow them to heal? Or will their attempts to
help each other leave them more broken than before?
  big cedar lodge history: Explorer's Guide Ozarks Ron W. Marr, 2012-07-18 This in-depth,
native’s-eye view of this varied region, which sprawls from Missouri to Arkansas, gives travelers the
best of the Ozarks. The Ozarks has become the destination of choice for music lovers seeking
bluegrass jams or classical , foodies of all stripes looking for down-home rib shacks or 5-star cuisine,
culture mavens searching out the gems of Branson, and outdoor enthusiasts gliding along lazy rivers
snaking among the rolling hills which make this area so beautiful. This in-depth, native's-eye-guide
to this varied region sprawling from Missouri to Arkansas will give travelers the best of the Ozarks,
flavoring discriminating information with anecdotes and historical facts.
  big cedar lodge history: 1,000 Places to See in the United States and Canada Before
You Die, updated ed. Patricia Schultz, 2011-03-11 The 1,000 Places to See books are pleasurable,
inspiring, wondrous, a best-selling phenomenon and, yes, practical: Announcing the updated edition
of 1,000 Places to See in the USA & Canada Before You Die, The New York Times No. 1 bestseller.
Because USA & Canada is not only a wish book but also a guide, this information, including phone
numbers, Web addresses, and more, is now completely revised and updated. For travel season, for
long summer weekends, for whenever the mood strikes to pack up the car and set out to discover a
new piece of America (and Canada!), 1,000 Places to See in the USA & Canada is a map to all the
unique and wonderful places just around the corner: Sail the Maine Windjammers out of Camden.
Explore the gold-mining trails in Alaska’s Denali wilderness. Collect exotic shells on the beaches of
Captiva. Play tennis the way it was meant to be—on grass—at the lavish Victorian Newport Casino.
Take a barbecue tour of Kansas City—Arthur Bryant’s to Gates to Snead’s. There’s the ice hotel in
Quebec, the stalacpipe organ in Virginia, out-of-the-way Civil War battlefields, dude ranches and
cowboy poetry readings, and what to do in Louisville after the Derby’s over. More than 150 places
are highlighted as family-friendly, and indices in the back organize the book by subject—wilderness,
dining, beaches, world-class museums, sports, festivals, and more.
  big cedar lodge history: 1,000 Places to See in the United States and Canada Before You Die
Patricia Schultz, 2016-11-29 Covering the U.S.A. and Canada like never before, and for the first time
with full-color photographs, here are 1,000 compelling, essential, offbeat, utterly unforgettable
places. Pristine beaches and national parks, world-class museums and the Just for Laughs festival,
mountain resorts, salmon-rich rivers, scenic byways, the Oyster Bar and the country’s best taco, lush
gardens and coastal treks at Point Reyes, rafting the Upper Gauley (if you dare). Plus resorts,
vineyards, hot springs, classic ballparks, the Talladega Speedway, and more. Includes new
attractions, like Miami’s Pérez Art Museum and Manhattan’s High Line, plus more than 150 places
of special interest to families. And, for every entry, what you need to know about how and when to
visit. “Patricia Schultz unearths the hidden gems in our North American backyard. Don’t even think
about packing your bag and sightseeing without it.” —New York Daily News
  big cedar lodge history: The Rough Guide to the USA (Travel Guide eBook) Rough Guides,
2017-03-30 The Rough Guide to the USA is the ultimate guide to all fifty star-spangled states.
Whether you're planning a mammoth cross-country road-trip, an action-packed whizz around the
Rockies, or just a lazy time lounging on the West Coast's best beaches, this fully updated guide will
assist you every step of the way. Packed with colour maps, itineraries and route suggestions, The
Rough Guide to the USA will help you discover the best the United States has to offer, from New



York's galleries and Miami's nightlife, to the lobster shacks of Maine and the vineyards of California.
With expert reviews of hotels, restaurants, clubs and bars, plus all the information you'll need on city
sights and national parks, you'll make the most of your American adventure with The Rough Guide to
the USA.
  big cedar lodge history: Working Mother , 1996-06 The magazine that helps career moms
balance their personal and professional lives.
  big cedar lodge history: Missouri Ozarks Legends & Lore Cynthia McRoy Carroll,
2021-09-13 A crossroads energy is the heart and soul of the Missouri Ozarks, where earthquakes,
monster lore and UFO sightings are as familiar as limestone bluffs along historic Route 66. When
Momo the Missouri Monster materialized amid auditory phenomena and UFO sightings, mayhem
consumed a sleepy river town. The Joplin Spook Light has appeared nightly for more than a century.
At sunset, park guards at the legendary Zombie Road turn away ghost hunters for their own good.
Learn about how historic earthquakes reversed the flow of the Mississippi River. See Missouri native
Mark Twain's lifelong interest in the paranormal following a lucid prophetic dream. Join Cynthia
Carroll--author, tour director and sixth-generation native--as your guide through the magic of the
Missouri Ozarks.
  big cedar lodge history: Classic Eateries of the Ozarks and Arkansas River Valley Kat
Robinson, 2013-11-12 If life is a highway, food is the fuel. The restaurant cuisine of Arkansas was
crafted by transportation--and by family heritage. From century-old soda fountains to heritage candy
makers, Arkansas wine country and the birthplace of fried pickles, discover the delicious nooks of
the Ozarks and scrumptious crannies of the Arkansas River Valley through this tasty travelogue.
Learn how fried chicken came to a tiny burg called Tontitown. Discover a restaurant atop a gristmill
with a history predating the Civil War. Dine where Bill Clinton, Sam Walton and Elvis Presley caught
a bite to eat. Join author Kat Robinson and photographer Grav Weldon on this exploration of over
one hundred of the state's classic and iconic restaurants.
  big cedar lodge history: American Cowboy , 2002-01 Published for devotees of the cowboy
and the West, American Cowboy covers all aspects of the Western lifestyle, delivering the best in
entertainment, personalities, travel, rodeo action, human interest, art, poetry, fashion, food,
horsemanship, history, and every other facet of Western culture. With stunning photography and
you-are-there reportage, American Cowboy immerses readers in the cowboy life and the magic that
is the great American West.
  big cedar lodge history: Home & Away in Kentucky , 2004
  big cedar lodge history: Plunkett's Sports Industry Almanac: Sports Industry Market
Research, Statistics, Trends & Leading Companies Jack W. Plunkett, 2007-06 A market research
guide to the business side of sports, teams, marketing and equipment - a tool for strategic planning,
competitive intelligence, employment searches or financial research. It contains trends, statistical
tables, and an industry glossary. It includes over 350 one page profiles of sports industry firms,
companies and organizations.
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