
bible verses about minding your own business

bible verses about minding your own business offer profound guidance on the importance of focusing on one’s
own affairs rather than involving oneself unnecessarily in the lives of others. These scriptures emphasize
wisdom, discretion, and the value of personal responsibility, which are crucial for maintaining peace and
fostering healthy relationships. Exploring these verses reveals how biblical teachings encourage believers to
avoid gossip, meddling, and unnecessary conflict. By understanding and applying these principles, individuals can
cultivate a more respectful and considerate community. This article delves into key bible verses about minding
your own business, their meanings, and practical applications for everyday life. The following sections will
provide a comprehensive overview of relevant scriptures, their context, and how they can inspire a mindful and
respectful lifestyle.

Understanding the Concept of Minding Your Own Business in the Bible

Key Bible Verses About Minding Your Own Business

Practical Applications of Biblical Teachings on Personal Conduct

Benefits of Following Biblical Counsel on Minding Your Own Business

Understanding the Concept of Minding Your Own Business in the
Bible

The Bible frequently addresses the theme of personal accountability and the importance of focusing on one’s
own life and responsibilities. The concept of minding your own business is deeply rooted in biblical wisdom,
encouraging believers to avoid unnecessary interference in others’ affairs. This approach promotes humility,
respect, and peace within the community. It aligns with broader biblical principles that caution against gossip,
judgment, and pride. Understanding this concept involves recognizing the balance between caring for others and
respecting their boundaries, which the Bible consistently advocates.

Definition and Biblical Context

Minding your own business in a biblical sense means refraining from meddling in the personal matters of others
unless called upon for help or counsel. It is about exercising discretion and focusing on one’s own spiritual
growth and responsibilities. Scriptures such as 1 Thessalonians 4:11 and Proverbs 26:17 illustrate this
principle by advising believers to live quietly and avoid stirring up strife needlessly. The biblical context
underscores that such behavior fosters harmony and prevents conflict within the body of Christ and society
at large.

Relationship with Other Biblical Principles

This concept is closely linked to other biblical teachings such as humility, love, and wisdom. The Bible
encourages believers to love their neighbors but also to respect their privacy and autonomy. It warns against
slander and gossip, which often arise from a failure to mind one’s own business. Ephesians 4:29, for example,
urges the use of wholesome speech, which supports the principle of focusing on one’s own words and actions
rather than criticizing others. Thus, minding your own business complements the overall biblical call to live
peaceably and justly.



Key Bible Verses About Minding Your Own Business

Several scriptures directly address or imply the importance of minding your own business. These bible verses
about minding your own business provide clear instructions and wisdom to believers on how to conduct
themselves with respect and discretion. They highlight the dangers of meddling and the virtues of focusing on
personal conduct and responsibilities.

1 Thessalonians 4:11

This verse explicitly instructs believers to “make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your
own business and work with your hands, just as we told you.” It advocates for a lifestyle marked by
peacefulness and self-sufficiency, emphasizing the virtue of minding one’s own affairs rather than becoming
involved in unnecessary disputes or gossip.

Proverbs 26:17

Proverbs 26:17 states, “Like one who grabs a stray dog by the ears is someone who rushes into a quarrel not
their own.” This vivid imagery warns against the folly of interfering in conflicts that do not concern oneself,
illustrating the potential harm and trouble that can arise from such actions.

1 Peter 4:15

This verse advises, “If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even
as a meddler.” It underscores the negative view of meddling in the Bible, equating it with undesirable behavior
that conflicts with a righteous life.

Proverbs 20:3

“It is to one’s honor to avoid strife, but every fool is quick to quarrel.” This proverb highlights the wisdom in
avoiding unnecessary conflict, which often results from failing to mind one’s own business. It encourages
restraint and discretion in social interactions.

Additional Relevant Verses

Romans 12:18 – Promotes living peaceably with all, which can be facilitated by minding one’s own
business.

Matthew 7:1-5 – Warns against judging others, which relates to respecting personal boundaries.

Proverbs 11:13 – Advises against gossip, fostering a culture of respect and discretion.

Practical Applications of Biblical Teachings on Personal Conduct

The biblical exhortations to mind your own business have practical implications for everyday life, influencing
how individuals interact within families, workplaces, and communities. Applying these teachings promotes
harmony, reduces conflict, and helps maintain personal integrity.



Promoting Peace and Avoiding Conflict

By focusing on one’s own responsibilities and refraining from unnecessary interference, believers can prevent many
disputes and misunderstandings. This practice aligns with biblical calls to be peacemakers and to live in unity.
Choosing silence or discretion in situations that do not require one’s involvement can defuse potential
conflicts before they escalate.

Respecting Privacy and Boundaries

Respect for personal boundaries is a key aspect of minding one’s own business. Understanding that everyone has
a right to privacy is essential in fostering trust and respect within relationships. Biblical teachings encourage
believers to honor these boundaries, which contributes to healthier and more respectful interactions.

Fostering Personal Growth and Responsibility

Concentrating on one’s own spiritual, emotional, and practical growth is a direct outcome of minding your
own business according to biblical wisdom. This focus encourages accountability and humility, enabling
individuals to improve themselves rather than becoming distracted by others’ shortcomings or issues.

Benefits of Following Biblical Counsel on Minding Your Own
Business

Adhering to the biblical principle of minding your own business yields numerous benefits both personally and
communally. These advantages underscore why such guidance remains relevant and essential in contemporary
life.

Enhanced Relationships

Respecting others’ privacy and avoiding unnecessary interference improves interpersonal relationships. People
tend to appreciate discretion and respect, which can lead to stronger bonds and mutual trust.

Reduced Stress and Anxiety

Focusing on personal responsibilities rather than others’ matters can alleviate stress and anxiety. It reduces
the emotional burden that often accompanies involvement in conflicts or gossip, fostering a more peaceful
mindset.

Spiritual Growth and Maturity

Living according to biblical teachings on minding your own business encourages spiritual discipline and maturity.
It reflects a heart aligned with God’s wisdom, promoting virtues such as humility, patience, and love.

Community Harmony

When individuals practice discretion and respect, communities benefit from increased harmony and reduced strife.
This aligns with the biblical vision of a peaceful and unified body of believers.



Summary of Benefits

Improved trust and respect in relationships

Lowered interpersonal conflicts

Greater personal peace and emotional stability

Encouragement of humility and patience

Stronger, more unified communities

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the Bible say about minding your own business?

The Bible encourages believers to focus on their own lives and responsibilities rather than meddling in others'
affairs, as seen in 1 Thessalonians 4:11 which advises to 'mind your own business and work with your hands.'

Which Bible verse advises us to mind our own business?

1 Thessalonians 4:11 specifically instructs, 'Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your
own business and work with your hands.'

How can minding your own business be considered a biblical principle?

Minding your own business aligns with biblical teachings on humility, peace, and avoiding unnecessary conflict,
promoting a life that honors God and respects others' boundaries.

Are there any Bible verses warning against gossip and meddling?

Yes, Proverbs 26:17 says, 'Like one who grabs a stray dog by the ears is someone who rushes into a quarrel
not their own,' warning against interfering in disputes that do not concern us.

Does the Bible encourage focusing on personal growth rather than others'
faults?

Indeed, Galatians 6:4 advises, 'Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves
alone, without comparing themselves to someone else,' emphasizing self-examination over judgment.

How does minding your own business relate to living a peaceful Christian
life?

By minding our own business, we avoid unnecessary conflicts and promote harmony, as Romans 12:18 says, 'If
it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.'

Can minding your own business be seen as an act of love according to the



Bible?

Yes, respecting others' privacy and not meddling in their affairs can be an expression of love and kindness,
aligning with Matthew 7:12, the Golden Rule, to treat others as we wish to be treated.

Additional Resources
1. Guard Your Heart: Biblical Wisdom on Minding Your Own Business
This book explores key Bible verses that emphasize the importance of focusing on one's own life and
responsibilities. It offers practical advice on how to apply these teachings in daily interactions, promoting
peace and personal growth. Readers will find encouragement to avoid unnecessary meddling and to cultivate
humility and self-awareness.

2. The Art of Staying in Your Lane: Scripture-Based Guidance for a Peaceful Life
Drawing from scriptures such as 1 Thessalonians 4:11 and Proverbs 26:17, this book provides insights on how
to maintain boundaries and respect others’ privacy. It discusses the spiritual and emotional benefits of minding
your own business and how it can lead to healthier relationships. The author combines biblical wisdom with
real-life examples and actionable steps.

3. Quiet Strength: How the Bible Encourages Self-Control and Respect
This book delves into biblical principles that teach restraint and the importance of focusing on personal
growth rather than gossip or interference. It highlights stories and verses that remind readers to cultivate
inner strength through patience and discretion. Perfect for those seeking to deepen their faith and interpersonal
wisdom.

4. Mind Your Own Business: Biblical Lessons for Living with Integrity
Through a collection of scriptural reflections, this book challenges readers to live with integrity by
respecting boundaries and avoiding unnecessary involvement in others' affairs. It explores how doing so aligns
with God’s will and promotes a harmonious community. Readers are encouraged to find contentment and purpose
in their own journeys.

5. Walk Humbly: Biblical Teachings on Respecting Others and Yourself
Inspired by Micah 6:8 and other verses, this book emphasizes humility and the importance of focusing on one’s
own conduct. It offers practical guidance on how to resist the temptation to judge or interfere in others’ lives.
The book encourages readers to develop empathy and self-discipline as pathways to spiritual maturity.

6. Peace in Your Path: Scripture Insights on Avoiding Gossip and Meddling
This book addresses the common struggles with gossip and nosiness from a biblical perspective. With references
to verses like Proverbs 20:19 and 1 Peter 4:15, it teaches readers how to cultivate peace by minding their own
affairs. The author presents strategies for maintaining a heart centered on love and respect.

7. Silent Wisdom: Embracing Biblical Counsel on Discretion and Focus
Focusing on the value of discretion, this book draws from Proverbs and other wisdom literature in the Bible to
advocate for a thoughtful and focused life. It encourages readers to practice restraint in speech and action,
fostering an environment of trust and respect. The book is ideal for anyone seeking to strengthen their
character through faith.

8. Boundaries Blessed: A Biblical Approach to Healthy Relationships
This book explores how biblical teachings support setting and respecting boundaries as a form of love and self-
care. It explains how minding your own business is not just about avoidance but about creating space for
growth and healing. Readers will gain tools for nurturing relationships grounded in mutual respect and godly
wisdom.

9. Focus on Your Faith: Biblical Encouragement to Live Your Own Journey
Encouraging readers to concentrate on their spiritual walk, this book draws on verses that promote self-
reflection and personal responsibility. It highlights the blessings that come from avoiding distractions related
to others’ lives and instead investing in one’s own faith development. This uplifting guide helps believers
prioritize their relationship with God above all else.
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Bangambiki Habyarimana, 2013-08-27 The Bible is the Word of God and it offers us every help and
encouragement we need through everyday life. Are you in time of trouble? Do yo want to encourage
a friend in need? Do you need a thought or theme for a special day? Asking yourself a question? Just
pick up this book and find the appropriate bible verse for that moment
  bible verses about minding your own business: Twisted Scriptures Mary Alice Chrnalogar,
2000 Chrnalogar, an expert in the field who has helped rescue victims from abusive, cult-like
churches, alerts readers to the tactics of manipulative, controlling church leaders. Each chapter
ends with a practical checklist for selfanalysis, a tool to help readers assess the situation in their
own church groups.
  bible verses about minding your own business: 199 Favorite Bible Verses for Graduates
(eBook) Christian Art Publishers, 2009-12-31 199 FAVORITE BIBLE VERSES FOR GRADUATES
contains 199 inspirational and encouraging Scripture verses, divided up into themes for easy
reference, and aimed at the hearts and minds of graduates everywhere. This book promises God’s
guidance for each individual on the daily journey of life. Whether they are searching for strength,
serenity, guidance, or the truth, these 199 favorite Bible verses are sure to advise and direct
graduates on their path of life.
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[&c.] on the verses of the Bible, by J.S. Exell Joseph Samuel Exell, 1886
  bible verses about minding your own business: NIV, The Grace and Truth Study Bible
Zondervan,, 2021-08-24 Know this Grace: He loved you by name before all creation. Love this Truth:
He’ll know you by name for all eternity. The NIV Grace and Truth Study Bible paints a stunning
canvas of the goodness of God’s redemptive plan revealed in the gospel of Jesus. Warmhearted and
practical study notes guide your reading as you learn and relearn the good news of Jesus on every
page. Whether you are just starting your walk with God or have been studying the Bible for years,
you’ll gain fresh insights of grace and truth while you learn to love him more deeply. Some Words of
Grace and Truth: Your citizenship is in heaven God is your refuge and strength The Spirit of Jesus
lives in you You who mourn will be comforted Features of this NIV Grace and Truth Study Bible,
E-Book: Complete text of the accurate, readable, and clear New International Version (NIV) Project
leadership by general editor Dr. Al Mohler, president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
Insightful and practical bottom-of-the-page study notes Center-column cross reference system for
deeper study Comprehensive NIV concordance Words of Jesus in red 16 pages of full-color maps
  bible verses about minding your own business: Holman New Testament Commentary - 1
& 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon Knute Larson, 2000-02-15 One in a series of
twelve New Testament verse-by-verse commentary books edited by Max Anders. Includes discussion
starters, teaching plan, and more. Great for lay teachers and pastors alike.
  bible verses about minding your own business: Apologetics Study Bible for Students-HCSB
Sean McDowell, Holman Bible Staff, 2010-02 Black/brown/cream imitation leather cover
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  bible verses about minding your own business: NLT Every Woman’s Bible New Living
Translation, Tyndale, 2024-05-07 Discover your story in God’s story and find a life of extraordinary
purpose. Every woman brings her own questions to the Bible: If I’m God’s child, why does my life
sometimes feel ordinary or even disappointing? Why does the Bible say such hard and confusing
things about and to women? How can I understand God and my own identity and place in God’s
story? Every Woman’s Bible doesn’t shy away from the questions women ask. In these pages, active
and impactful women of yesterday and today share age-old truths with modern relevance.
Contributions from more than 100 women around the world—from every continent—explore the
heartfelt needs, gritty challenges, and uncommon faithfulness of women of the Bible, throughout
history, and today. Serious study and deep reflection will help you clarify your calling through
personal stories, insights, inspiration, and study notes that dig into personal needs during your Bible
reading—all created by women, for women. You’ll find . . . Insight and transformation through deep
study Personal growth through reflective content Connection to a global community of women
Greater understanding of God through digging into passages that are often difficult for women
Challenge through learning from a diverse group of women from many walks of life This beautiful
Bible is created in community across socio-economic lines and international borders, by women
united by their bond through Christ. This is your invitation to a global community. Together, in these
pages, we discover the life we’re each made for and how to live it in our daily relationships with God,
family and friends, and our communities, and how to create our unique imprint for good. Special
features include . . . The clear and accurate New Living Translation Powerful and practical features
by more than 100 women from around the world and in many walks of life Insightful devotionals and
study notes, all created by female scholars and writers Beautiful full-color photographs and interior
design Content that’s perfect for personal study and for church or small group Bible studies
Powerful and practical features and study notes are packaged in a beautiful Bible to be used in home
for personal study, as well as taken to church or small group Bible studies. This beautiful full-color
Bible for women will draw you into the story of God and help you explore God’s plans and purposes
for you. It’s a deep, authentic call to extraordinary purpose.
  bible verses about minding your own business: An Intervening Love Thomas M. Stallter,
2025-05-15 This is the second of two books--the first is titled Finding Freedom and Grace in a
Broken World: A Journey in the Purposes and Providence of God--intended to help longtime but tired
believers and those at a distance or disenchanted with what they have seen in Christianity to know
God better, to experience his grace from the inside, and to grow deep in their faith and loyalty to the
God of the universe. The 248 themes here are intended to help readers continue to become what
God wants them to be in a broken world trying to make them into something else. These words are
for people who want to move from Christian routines, rituals, and information about God to
flourishing faith and trust, enveloping an ongoing, intimate relationship with him in their daily lives.
For he continues to move in the history of the world he created, coming between humankind and the
darkness that has settled in, offering his welcoming grace to the most unworthy, bringing freedom to
the oppressed, hope to the weary, and reigniting the faith of tired Christians. It is the story of his
intervening love for everyone who wants it.
  bible verses about minding your own business: NIV Stewardship Study Bible , 2012-06-19
Stewardship is an idea that most of us don’t think about … until we find ourselves in personal
financial crisis, or the nation does. And we may know that stewardship is about more than money,
but the whole idea can be so overwhelming. How do we figure it out? How do we live lives of
stewardship? Is it achievable? What does it mean? Through 366 Exploring Stewardship notes,
profiles of individuals, notes on challenges to stewardship, quotes on stewardship from respected
Christians throughout the ages, and other articles and helps, the NIV Stewardship Study Bible
projects a positive picture of the privilege we have in managing what God has given us to give him
glory and to build his kingdom. More than just money, this Bible emphasizes stewardly responsibility
in all areas of life, including relationships, creation care, money management, institutions, and
caring for the poor. It’s been pulled together with the purpose of changing perceptions about what



the word “stewardship” means—not something intended to be draining and guilt inducing, but
rather motivating, empowering, and uplifting. The NIV Stewardship Study Bible has been endorsed
by Crown Ministries, Dave Ramsey, Good $ense ministries, the Barnabas Foundation, Prison
Fellowship, and various other programs and ministries that seek to encourage responsible
stewardship among Christians. This Bible is a natural “next step” for people who benefit from these
ministries and take part in their programs. NIV ©2011. The New International Version (NIV)
translation of the Bible is the world’s most popular modern-English Bible—easy to understand, yet
rich with the detail found in the original languages.
  bible verses about minding your own business: Heaven Quest Joshua Ledesma, 2019-02-28
In Book 2 of the Heaven Quest series, this book capitalizes on the lesson of Chapter 15 from Book 1.
The parable of the wheat and tares explains how the children of the kingdom will be separated from
the children of the wicked one, or more importantly that the humans going to heaven will be
separated from the ones going to hell. After being asked to separate good plants from unwanted
weeds one day and realizing how hard it was to tell the difference in some instances, I realized that
if I didn't want to be mistaken by a tare, I'd better get to work on my spiritual appearance before the
angels made what I would call a big mistake! Using the Bible, this book contains practical
application to simple actions applicable to your life to make sure you are not accidentally mistaken
as a tare and that you also stand out as someone who, for the others in this world, will definitely be
in heaven one day. With stories from King Solomon putting his hand to the plow and at some point
looking back to Moses leading the Israelites out of Egypt to head to the Promised Land, this book
contains many important lessons to help strengthen you spiritually on this journey we are all living
out here on earth as we wait for the angels to come take us to heaven. It's time to do what Jesus said
to do and let your light shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
who is in heaven.
  bible verses about minding your own business: Bible 101 Compiled by Barbour Staff,
2013-05-01 Do you want to read God’s Word. . .but don’t know where to start? Then you definitely
need Bible Guides for Life: Bible 101! Have you ever read the same few verses over and over again,
not understanding what they mean? Have you had trouble finding the verses you were looking for?
Does the Bible sometimes seem overwhelming, confusing, and dry? Don’t worry: You’re not alone,
and this book can help. It’s an easy-to-understand reference that gives you an overview of all 66
Bible books, improves your knowledge of Bible words and doctrines, and makes the Word of God
come to life.
  bible verses about minding your own business: Rainbows Amidst the Clouds Judy Strand
Barcelo, Rainbows Amidst the Clouds is a devotional journey through the Bible, contemplating
selected passages in every book from Genesis to Revelation. One of the best ways to maintain a close
personal relationship with the Lord is to practice a consistent daily devotional program, and this
book is one tool to help achieve that goal in the year ahead. As a baby boomer herself, Dr. Barcelo
has written this devotional with a view toward relating to the spiritual interests of those who are
living out their golden years. Barcelo’s rich and varied background as an educator, administrator,
missionary, and college professor has given her many experiences from which to draw as she
grapples with how to remain spiritually healthy and continue to be relevant in the cause of God as a
retired person. Readers, however, will find that this book is applicable to students of the Bible in all
stages of life, since it covers a wide range of topics, depending upon the selected text for each day.
Such diverse themes as parenting, divorce, missionary work, leaving and returning to the church,
equality, stewardship, aging, and retirement are all touched upon in this post-pandemic devotional.
With each passing day, search with Dr. Barcelo amid the clouds life sometimes brings, for the
blessings of God’s guidance, and His rainbows of promise and hope, found only as we take time to
thoughtfully walk through His Word.
  bible verses about minding your own business: The Expositor's Bible Commentary -
Abridged Edition: Two-Volume Set Kenneth L. Barker, John R. Kohlenberger III, 2019-05-07 All the
verse-by-verse insights of the 12-volume Expositor's Bible Commentary--in 2 convenient volumes.



When you want to dig more deeply into the meaning of God's Word, a good expository Bible
commentary is ideal. You want more than a simple, one-volume commentary that just scratches the
surface. But you don’t want a time-consuming multi-volume set laden with fine points you can't use.
The Expositor's Bible Commentary Abridged Edition is tailor-made for you. Based on the critically
acclaimed Expositor's Bible Commentary used by pastors, students, and scholars across the world,
this two-volume abridged edition offers you the full, penetrating, verse-by-verse commentary of the
12-volume series while leaving out needless technical details. Marshalling the knowledge of fifty-two
top biblical scholars, it brings tremendous insight to your Bible studies. Covering the Old and New
Testaments in separate volumes, this commentary features: Verse-by-verse exposition of the entire
Bible 250 in-text charts, maps, tables, and pictures Goodrick/Kohlenberger numbers for
cross-referencing the Zondervan NIV Exhaustive Concordance and other G/K-numbered resources
  bible verses about minding your own business: Holy Hustle: A Bible Parody Ward Ricker,
2019-06-08 The entire Holy Bible rewritten as parody. The history, poetry, gospels, prophets of the
Old Testament, letters of the New Testament -- the entire thing rewritten to make you laugh as it
points out the lunacy, immorality and horror of the good book. Audacious, sacrilegious,
blasphemous, scandalous, but most of all hilarious, as long as you are not one who takes this book of
mythology seriously. You may learn more about the Bible by reading this version than by reading the
original.
  bible verses about minding your own business: The Amish Newcomer Patrice Lewis,
2020-09-01 An Englisch city girl learns about herself while hiding out among the Plain People in this
inspirational romance. “If you want a romance brimming over with fun and chat while carrying out
gardening, cooking and carpentry, you’ve found it. The delightful read eased my cares, and anyone
looking for an inspirational romance may consider the dilemmas faced by various characters. . . .
Enjoy The Amish Newcomer and count your blessings.” —Fresh Fiction Television journalist Leah
Porte never imagined her career would end with her witnessing a murder. Now she’s temporarily
living among the Amish in witness protection. Instead of feeling alone and adrift, Leah is warmly
welcomed by the close-knit community—and Amish bachelor Isaac Sommer. But caught between two
very different worlds, choosing love would mean leaving her Englisch life behind forever . . .
  bible verses about minding your own business: Selections From The Bible: The New
Testament O.P. Ghai, 2004-01-01 Just one powerful thought at the beginning of the day can change
your life. In this book, the author has put together selections from The New Testament which help
people to lead a better life. The book attempts to present Biblical content in standard, everyday
English, so that today's readers can appreciate the beauty of the original. An excellent starter for
those who are new to the Bible.
  bible verses about minding your own business: Safe Church Dr. Andrew J. Bauman,
2025-01-21 If the past few years have taught us anything, it's that by and large the church has failed
women. From sexual abuse scandals involving high-profile pastors, to decades-long systemic
cover-ups of sexual harassment and mistreatment, to harmful theology that has driven women to
leave the church and find community elsewhere, it's clear that something is broken. If we want to fix
it, it's time we start listening. Drawing on new, firsthand research and in-depth interviews, Safe
Church allows women to voice the pain they have suffered at the hands of insecure leaders who
were often unaware of how their words, actions, and attitudes were harming their sisters in Christ.
With practical advice on how to create more equity and less sexism and abuse in the church, this
honest look at how misogyny masquerades as biblical truth is a vital resource for pastors, church
leaders, and anyone who wants to make a meaningful difference in their own Christian community.
  bible verses about minding your own business: Legalism and the Sins of the Church L.
Roger Sockwell, 2002
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