
betty white on politics

betty white on politics represents an intriguing facet of the late actress’s
public persona, offering insight beyond her celebrated entertainment career.
Known primarily for her comedic talent and longevity in television, Betty
White’s views and interactions with political themes reveal a nuanced
engagement with societal issues. This article explores Betty White's stance
on politics, her public statements, and her influence on political discourse.
It also examines how her celebrity status intersected with political activism
and social causes, contributing to her legacy. By analyzing her political
opinions, philanthropic efforts, and cultural impact, readers gain a
comprehensive understanding of Betty White on politics. The following
sections detail her political views, advocacy work, influence on public
opinion, and the broader implications of her political engagement.

Betty White’s Political Views and Public Statements

Advocacy and Philanthropy in Political Context

Betty White’s Influence on Political Discourse

Celebrity and Politics: The Role of Betty White

Legacy of Betty White on Politics and Society

Betty White’s Political Views and Public
Statements

Betty White on politics was characterized by a pragmatic, moderate approach
rather than overt partisanship. Throughout her life, she expressed opinions
on various political and social issues with a focus on kindness, equality,
and fairness. While not heavily involved in partisan politics, White
occasionally commented on political matters in interviews, emphasizing the
importance of civility and respect in political discourse. Her political
views often reflected a desire for unity and common sense rather than extreme
ideological positions.

Moderation and Nonpartisanship

Betty White consistently maintained a moderate and nonpartisan stance. She
avoided aligning herself with specific political parties publicly but
supported policies and initiatives that promoted social welfare and animal
rights. This balanced perspective helped her appeal to a broad audience and
kept her focus on humanitarian concerns rather than divisive politics.



Public Statements on Social Issues

In various interviews and appearances, Betty White spoke out on issues such
as animal rights, gender equality, and elder care. Her comments often
highlighted the need for compassion and practical solutions. Although she did
not frequently engage in political debates, her advocacy for these causes
implicitly connected her to broader political conversations about social
justice and reform.

Advocacy and Philanthropy in Political Context

Betty White’s political influence was most evident through her philanthropic
work and advocacy efforts. She used her celebrity status to champion causes
that aligned with her values, contributing to political and social change
indirectly. Her commitment to animal welfare, in particular, placed her at
the intersection of activism and politics.

Animal Rights Advocacy

As an outspoken advocate for animal rights, Betty White supported numerous
organizations dedicated to animal welfare. Her efforts helped raise public
awareness and influenced policy discussions related to animal protection.
This aspect of her activism demonstrated how Betty White on politics included
a strong ethical dimension centered on improving the lives of vulnerable
creatures.

Philanthropic Initiatives

Beyond animal rights, Betty White engaged with various charitable
organizations addressing health, education, and elder care. Her philanthropic
initiatives reflected a broad concern for societal well-being, contributing
to political debates about resource allocation and social services. These
activities underscored her belief in using influence to foster positive
change.

Betty White’s Influence on Political Discourse

While not a traditional political figure, Betty White on politics had an
impact through her public image and the themes she championed. Her
approachable demeanor and genuine advocacy helped shape public attitudes
toward important issues, particularly in the realms of social responsibility
and ethics.

Shaping Public Opinion



Betty White’s popularity allowed her to influence public opinion subtly but
effectively. Her endorsements of causes and her calls for kindness resonated
with audiences, encouraging civic engagement and awareness. This influence
extended to political discourse by promoting values that many consider
foundational to democratic societies.

Encouraging Civility in Politics

One notable contribution of Betty White on politics was her emphasis on
civility and respect. In an era often marked by political polarization, her
advocacy for civil dialogue served as a reminder of the importance of
constructive communication in political processes. This perspective
contributed positively to the national conversation on political engagement.

Celebrity and Politics: The Role of Betty White

The intersection of celebrity and politics is complex, and Betty White’s role
exemplified a measured approach to this dynamic. Unlike some celebrities who
use their platform for direct political campaigning, White’s involvement was
more subtle and values-driven, focusing on advocacy rather than electoral
politics.

Using Fame for Advocacy

Betty White leveraged her fame to support causes without overt political
campaigning. Her ability to connect with diverse audiences made her an
effective advocate for nonpartisan issues such as animal welfare and social
kindness. This approach demonstrated how celebrities can influence politics
through advocacy rather than direct political engagement.

Maintaining Privacy and Neutrality

Despite her public status, Betty White maintained a degree of privacy
regarding her political beliefs, choosing not to endorse candidates or engage
in partisan battles publicly. This neutrality helped preserve her broad
appeal and allowed her to focus on humanitarian goals rather than political
division.

Legacy of Betty White on Politics and Society

Betty White’s legacy in politics is defined more by her humanitarian values
and advocacy than by traditional political activity. Her contributions to
social causes and her emphasis on kindness have left an enduring mark on how
celebrities can engage with political and social issues responsibly.



Enduring Impact on Social Causes

The impact of Betty White on politics is most visible in the ongoing support
for animal welfare and charitable initiatives inspired by her work. Her
legacy encourages continued activism and philanthropy among public figures
and ordinary citizens alike.

Role Model for Civic Engagement

As a figure who balanced fame with social responsibility, Betty White serves
as a role model for civic engagement. Her example demonstrates that
meaningful political influence can arise from advocacy, ethical behavior, and
a commitment to societal improvement without partisanship.

Maintained a moderate, nonpartisan political stance

Advocated strongly for animal rights and social welfare

Used celebrity status to promote philanthropy and advocacy

Encouraged civility and respect in political discourse

Left a legacy of humanitarian values influencing politics and society

Frequently Asked Questions

Did Betty White ever express her political views
publicly?

Betty White was known for keeping her political views private and rarely
discussed politics publicly, focusing more on her career and charitable work.

Was Betty White affiliated with any political party?

Betty White did not publicly affiliate herself with any political party and
preferred to stay nonpartisan throughout her life.

Did Betty White support any political causes or
charities?

Yes, Betty White was an advocate for animal rights and supported numerous
animal welfare organizations, though she did not engage heavily in
traditional political causes.

How did Betty White's political neutrality impact her



career?

Betty White's decision to avoid political controversy helped maintain her
broad appeal across different audience groups, contributing to her long-
lasting and beloved career.

Were there any instances where Betty White commented
on political events?

Occasionally, Betty White made lighthearted or general comments about
political events, but she avoided taking strong stances or endorsing
candidates.

How is Betty White remembered in relation to politics
after her passing?

Betty White is primarily remembered for her contributions to entertainment
and animal advocacy rather than for political involvement, reflecting her
preference to remain apolitical.

Additional Resources
1. Betty White and the Politics of Celebrity Activism
This book explores how Betty White used her celebrity status to influence
political causes and social change. It examines her advocacy for animal
rights, environmental issues, and social justice, highlighting the
intersection of entertainment and activism. The narrative also discusses the
broader implications of celebrity involvement in politics.

2. The Political Legacy of Betty White: Humor and Advocacy
Focusing on Betty White’s unique blend of humor and political engagement,
this book analyzes how she addressed political topics through her public
persona. It delves into her contributions to progressive movements and how
her witty approach helped raise awareness on important issues. The book also
reflects on her impact on political discourse in popular culture.

3. Betty White: A Pioneer for Women in Political Entertainment
This title explores Betty White’s role as a trailblazer for women in the
entertainment industry and her subtle influence on political conversations.
It highlights her career milestones alongside her support for gender equality
and women’s rights. The book contextualizes her work within the broader
feminist political movement.

4. From Hollywood to the Hill: Betty White’s Political Influence
This book traces Betty White’s journey from a beloved TV icon to a respected
political influencer. It examines her relationships with political figures
and her participation in campaigns and charitable causes. The text provides
insight into how she leveraged her fame to support legislative and social
initiatives.

5. Betty White’s Advocacy and the Politics of Compassion
Exploring the compassionate side of Betty White’s political engagement, this
book focuses on her dedication to animal welfare and humanitarian efforts. It
discusses how her empathy translated into political activism and public
policy influence. The book also considers the role of kindness in political
leadership and advocacy.



6. Betty White: Navigating Politics with Grace and Wit
This biography-style book highlights how Betty White maintained her political
beliefs while staying approachable and humorous. It covers her public
statements, interviews, and philanthropic work related to political causes.
The narrative underscores her ability to engage diverse audiences in
political conversations.

7. Celebrity Politics and Betty White: The Power of Influence
This book analyzes the broader phenomenon of celebrity politics through the
lens of Betty White’s career. It investigates how she used her platform to
support progressive policies and influence public opinion. The study includes
comparisons with other celebrity activists and the impact on political
campaigns.

8. Betty White’s Role in Shaping Political Discourse Through Media
Focusing on media’s role in politics, this book examines how Betty White’s
television appearances and interviews contributed to political discourse. It
explores her strategic use of media to promote causes and engage viewers in
civic issues. The book also looks at media representation of political
figures in entertainment.

9. Humor as a Political Tool: Lessons from Betty White
This book delves into how Betty White used humor to address serious political
topics and challenge societal norms. It discusses the effectiveness of comedy
in political activism and public persuasion. Through examples from her
career, the book reveals how laughter can be a catalyst for political change.
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  betty white on politics: Encyclopedia of Social Media and Politics Kerric Harvey,
2013-12-20 The Encyclopedia of Social Media and Politics explores how the rise of social media is
altering politics both in the United States and in key moments, movements, and places around the
world. Its scope encompasses the disruptive technologies and activities that are changing basic
patterns in American politics and the amazing transformations that social media use is rendering in
other political systems heretofore resistant to democratization and change. In a time when social
media are revolutionizing and galvanizing politics in the United States and around the world, this
encyclopedia is a must-have reference. It reflects the changing landscape of politics where old
modes and methods of political communication from elites to the masses (top down) and from the
masses to elites (bottom up) are being displaced rapidly by social media, and where activists are
building new movements and protests using social media to alter mainstream political agendas. Key
Features This three-volume A-to-Z encyclopedia set includes 600 short essays on high-interest topics
that explore social media’s impact on politics, such as “Activists and Activism,” “Issues and Social
Media,” “Politics and Social Media,” and “Popular Uprisings and Protest.” A stellar array of world
renowned scholars have written entries in a clear and accessible style that invites readers to explore
and reflect on the use of social media by political candidates in this country, as well as the use of
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social media in protests overseas Unique to this book is a detailed appendix with material
unavailable anywhere else tracking and illustrating social media usage by U.S. Senators and
Congressmen. This encyclopedia set is a must-have general, non-technical resource for students and
researchers who seek to understand how the changes in social networking through social media are
affecting politics, both in the United States and in selected countries or regions around the world.
  betty white on politics: The Politics of Authenticity Douglas Charles Rossinow, 1998 In the
1960s a left-wing movement emerged in the United States that not only crusaded against social and
economic exploitation, but also confronted the problem of personal alienation in everyday life. These
new radicals - young, white, raised in relative affluence - struggled for peace, equality and social
justice. Their struggle was cultural as well as political, a search for meaning and authenticity that
marked a new phase in the long history of American radicalism.
  betty white on politics: Politics, Hollywood Style John Heyrman, 2017-12-20 This book
analyzes major films about the American political process from the 1930's through the 2010's. Films
are grouped historically and analyzed for their portrayal of American politicians and the political
system, uncovering patterns and trends regarding the ways that American politics is portrayed. It
also explores how politics are reflected in and affected by these films. For example, compromise is
often portrayed as a mistake, and heroes generally seek to redeem a corrupt political system. This
book categorizes films by how politics are depicted in them (e.g., cynically, idealistically, etc.). This
book also considers the depiction of race and gender in films, as well as the ideological slant of the
stories told.
  betty white on politics: Politicians on Social Media Pete Schauer, 2018-07-15 The rise of social
media has changed politics forever. No longer must citizens go through the trouble of writing letters
to their representatives to be heard. In turn, politicians have been given a direct line to their
constituents. Is this accessibility an asset or a liability? How has the use of social media changed the
campaign and election process? What happens when the president blocks you on Twitter? The
thought-provoking viewpoints in this volume explore the finer points of a newly emerging
controversy.
  betty white on politics: White Political Women Diane L. Fowlkes, 1992
  betty white on politics: Women in the American Political System Dianne G. Bystrom,
Barbara Burrell, 2018-12-01 This book examines how women candidates, voters, and office holders
shape U.S. political processes and institutions, lending their perspectives to gradually evolve
American life and values. This book provides an encyclopedic sourcebook on the evolution of
women's involvement in American politics from the colonial era to the present, covering all of the
individuals, organizations, cultural forces, political issues, and legal decisions that have collectively
served to elevate the role of women at the ballot box, on the campaign trail, in Washington, and in
state- and city-level political offices across the country. The in-depth essays document and examine
the rising prominence of women as voters, candidates, public officials, and lawmakers, enabling
readers to understand how U.S. political processes and institutions have been—and will continue to
be—shaped by women and their perspectives on American life and values. The entries cover a range
of women politicians and officials; female activists and media figures; relevant organizations and
interest groups, such as Emily's List, League of Women Voters, and National Right to Life; key laws,
court cases, and events, such as the Nineteenth Amendment, the Equal Rights Amendment, the
Seneca Falls Convention, the passage of Title IX, and Roe v. Wade; and other topics, like media
coverage of appearance, women's roles as campaign strategists/fundraisers, gender differences in
policy priorities, and the gender gap in political ambitions. The text is supplemented by sidebars that
highlight selected landmarks in women's political history in the United States, such as the 2012
election of Tammy Baldwin, the first openly gay U.S. senator.
  betty white on politics: Encyclopedia of Women and American Politics, Third Edition
Lynne Ford, 2021-07-01 Encyclopedia of Women and American Politics, Third Edition contains all
the material a reader needs to understand the role of women throughout America's political history.
This informative A-to-Z volume contains hundreds of entries covering the people, events, and terms



involved in the history of women and politics. Entries include: Abortion Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
The birth control movement Black Lives Matter Hillary Rodham Clinton Deb Haaland Domestic
violence Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) Glass ceiling League of Women Voters #MeToo movement
Michelle Obama Sonia Sotomayor Elizabeth Warren and many more.
  betty white on politics: Betty White's Pearls of Wisdom Patty Sullivan, 2022-12-13 Betty
White's award-winning career spanned seven decades. From the early days of television on the
game-show circuit to her unforgettable roles on The Mary Tyler Moore Show, The Golden Girls, and
Hot in Cleveland, she was the first lady of television. With her irreverent wit and comedic timing,
she was a force of nature forever cherished by fans young and old. In Betty White's Pearls of Wisdom
readers will find a more intimate look into Betty's life as told through the eyes of Patty Sullivan, her
lifelong friend and adopted family member.--Adapted from book jacket.
  betty white on politics: Rebellious Bodies Russell Meeuf, 2017-03-28 Celebrity culture today
teems with stars who challenge long-held ideas about a “normal” body. Plus-size and older actresses
are rebelling against the cultural obsession with slender bodies and youth. Physically disabled actors
and actresses are moving beyond the stock roles and stereotypes that once constrained their
opportunities. Stars of various races and ethnicities are crafting new narratives about cultural
belonging, while transgender performers are challenging our culture’s assumptions about gender
and identity. But do these new players in contemporary entertainment media truly signal a new
acceptance of body diversity in popular culture? Focusing on six key examples—Melissa McCarthy,
Gabourey Sidibe, Peter Dinklage, Danny Trejo, Betty White, and Laverne Cox—Rebellious Bodies
examines the new body politics of stardom, situating each star against a prominent cultural anxiety
about bodies and inclusion, evoking issues ranging from the obesity epidemic and the rise of
postracial rhetoric to disability rights, Latino/a immigration, an aging population, and transgender
activism. Using a wide variety of sources featuring these celebrities—films, TV shows, entertainment
journalism, and more—to analyze each one’s media persona, Russell Meeuf demonstrates that while
these stars are promoted as examples of a supposedly more inclusive industry, the reality is far more
complex. Revealing how their bodies have become sites for negotiating the still-contested
boundaries of cultural citizenship, he uncovers the stark limitations of inclusion in a deeply unequal
world.
  betty white on politics: The Politics of the President's Wife MaryAnne Borrelli, 2011-08-15
As the West Wing has grown in power and organizational complexity during the modern presidency,
so has the East Wing, office home to the First Lady of the United States. This groundbreaking work
by MaryAnne Borrelli offers both theoretical and substantive insight into behind-the-scenes
developments from the time of Lou Henry Hoover to the unfolding tenure of Michelle Robinson
Obama. Political scientists and historians have recognized the personal influence the First Lady can
exercise with her husband, and they have noted the moral, ethical, and sometimes policy leadership
certain presidents’ wives have offered. Nonetheless, scholars and commentators alike have treated
the personal relationship and the professional relationship as overlapping. Borrelli offers a
compelling counter-perspective: that the president’s wife exercises power intrinsic to her role within
the administration. Like others within the presidency, she has sometimes presented the president’s
views to constituents and sometimes presented constituents’ views to the president, thus taking on a
representative function within the system. In mediating president-constituent relationships, she has
given a historical and social frame to the presidency that has enhanced its symbolic representation;
she has served as a gender role model, enriching descriptive representation in the executive branch;
and she has participated in policy initiatives to strengthen an administration’s substantive
representation. These contributions have been controversial, as might be predicted for a gender
outsider, but they have unquestionably made the First Lady a representative of and to the president
and, by extension, the president’s administration.
  betty white on politics: Deforming American Political Thought Michael Shapiro,
2006-10-20 By affirming the relativity of the American historical imagination, political theorist
Michael J. Shapiro offers a powerful polemic against ethnocentric interpretations of American



culture and politics. Deforming American Political Thought analyzes issues that range from the
nature of Thomas Jefferson’s vision of an egalitarian nation to the persistence of racial inequality.
Shapiro offers a multifaceted argument that transcends the myopic scope of traditional political
discourse. Deforming American Political Thought illustrates the various ways in which history,
architecture, film, music, literature, and art provide approaches to the comprehension of diverse
facets of American political thought from the founding to the present. Using these seemingly
disparate disciplines as a framework, Shapiro paints a picture of American political philosophy that
is as distinctive as it enlightening. Shapiro explores the historically vital role of dissenting points of
view in American politics and asserts its continuing importance in today’s political landscape.
Exploring such diverse works as slave narratives, contemporary films, genre fiction, and blues and
jazz music, Shapiro reveals that there have always been dissenting voices casting doubt on the moral
purpose and exceptionalism of the American mind. An unprecedented inquiry into American politics,
Deforming American Political Thought will surely serve to reinvigorate discussions about the
essence of American political thought.
  betty white on politics: For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Politics Donna Brazile,
Yolanda Caraway, Leah Daughtry, Minyon Moore, 2025-09-23 For Colored Girls Who Have
Considered Politics. It's a wonderful, necessary book. – Hillary Clinton The four most powerful
African American women in politics share the story of their friendship and how it has changed
politics in America. The lives of black women in American politics are remarkably absent from the
shelves of bookstores and libraries. For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Politics is a sweeping
view of American history from the vantage points of four women who have lived and worked behind
the scenes in politics for over thirty years—Donna Brazile, Yolanda Caraway, Leah Daughtry, and
Minyon Moore—a group of women who call themselves The Colored Girls. Like many people who
have spent their careers in public service, they view their lives in four-year waves where presidential
campaigns and elections have been common threads. For most of the Colored Girls, their story starts
with Jesse Jackson's first campaign for president. From there, they went on to work on the
presidential campaigns of Walter Mondale, Michael Dukakis, Bill Clinton, Al Gore, Barack Obama
and Hillary Rodham Clinton. Over the years, they've filled many roles: in the corporate world, on
campaigns, in unions, in churches, in their own businesses and in the White House. Through all of
this, they've worked with those who have shaped our country's history—US Presidents such as Bill
Clinton and Barack Obama, well-known political figures such as Terry McAuliffe and Howard Dean,
and legendary activists and historical figures such as Jesse Jackson, Coretta Scott King, and Betty
Shabazz. For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Politics is filled with personal stories that bring to
life heroic figures we all know and introduce us to some of those who've worked behind the scenes
but are still hidden. Whatever their perch, the Colored Girls are always focused on the larger goal of
hurrying history so that every American — regardless of race, gender or religious background — can
have a seat at the table. This is their story.
  betty white on politics: The Political Battle over Congressional Redistricting William J. Miller
Jr., Jeremy D. Walling, 2013-06-07 John Engler, former Governor of Michigan, once claimed that
redistricting is one of the purest actions a legislative body can take. Academicians and political
leaders alike, however, have regularly debated the ideal way by to redistrict national and state
legislatures. Rather than being the pure process that Governor Engler envisioned, redistricting has
led to repeated court battles waged on such traditional democratic values as one person, one vote,
and minority rights. Instead of being an opportunity to help ensure maximum representation for the
citizens, the process has become a cat and mouse game in many states with citizen representation
seemingly the farthest idea from anyone’s mind. From a purely political perspective, those in power
in the state legislature at the time of redistricting largely act like they have unilateral authority to do
as they please. In this volume, contributors discuss why such an assumption is concerning in the
modern political environment.
  betty white on politics: Deforming American Political Thought Michael J. Shapiro, 2016-02-19
Deforming American Political Thought offers an alternative to the dominant American historical



imagination, treating issues that range from the nature of Thomas Jefferson's vision of an egalitarian
nation to the persistence of racial inequality. Presenting multifaceted arguments that transcend the
myopic scope of traditional political discourses, Michael J. Shapiro summons disparate disciplines
and genres – architecture, crime stories, novels, films, and jazz/blues music (among others) to
provide approaches to the comprehension of diverse facets of American political thought from the
founding to the present. The book’s various investigations disclose that there have always been
dissenting voices, articulated in diverse genres of expression that cast doubt on the moral purpose
and exceptionalism of the American mind. This highly anticipated updated second edition features a
preface focusing on aesthetic theory and the contributions of artistic genres for political analysis,
and a completely new chapter on critical thinking about the US western and urban encounters
afforded by the two HBO series, Deadwood and The Wire respectively.
  betty white on politics: Feminists and Party Politics Lisa Young, 2000 The contemporary
women's movement has transformed North American society. Change has been greatest in the realm
of everyday life, but feminism has also challenged the substance and practice of politics. Feminists
and Party Politics examines the effort to bring feminism into the formal political arena through
established political parties in Canada and the United States.
  betty white on politics: Political and Military Sociology Neovi M. Karakatsanis, 2017-07-05
Several contributions in this volume focus on the modern Middle East, with other articles examining
justifications for war, the return of war veterans, white nationalists, and the activities of the Moral
Majority.Maria Markantonatou addresses the blurring of distinctions between civilians and
combatants. Udi Lebel investigates how the IDF is being changed by the increasing number of
religious-Zionists recruited. Orlee Hauser argues that the experiences of women in the IDF vary
depending on their positions and assignments. Bruce McDonald compares the performance of the
Feder-Ram and augmented Solow models in accounting for economic growth in Iran. Neema Noori
examines the interrelationship of war, the state, and mobilization in Iran. Molly Clever examines the
justifications for war employed by both state and non-state actors. Christina Knopf uses relational
dialectics to examine US veteran transitions. David Bugg and Dianne Dentice analyze attitudes and
perceptions of white nationalists. Finally, Aaron Davis considers the rise of the Illinois state chapter
of the Moral Majority in the 1980s.This volume in the Political and Military Sociology series also
includes reviews of important new books in civil-military relations, political science, and military
sociology.
  betty white on politics: Gerald R. Ford and the Politics of Post-Watergate America
Bernard J. Firestone, Alexej Ugrinsky, 1993
  betty white on politics: The Routledge Handbook of Social and Political Philosophy of
Language Justin Khoo, Rachel Katharine Sterken, 2021-04-21 This Handbook brings together
philosophical work on how language shapes, and is shaped by, social and political factors. Its 24
chapters were written exclusively for this volume by an international team of leading researchers,
and together they provide a broad expert introduction to the major issues currently under discussion
in this area. The volume is divided into four parts: Part I: Methodological and Foundational Issues
Part II: Non-ideal Semantics and Pragmatics Part III: Linguistic Harms Part IV: Applications The
parts, and chapters in each part, are introduced in the volume’s General Introduction. A list of
Works Cited concludes each chapter, pointing readers to further areas of study. The Handbook is the
first major, multi-authored reference work in this growing area and essential reading for anyone
interested in the nature of language and its relationship to social and political reality.
  betty white on politics: Minding the South John Shelton Reed, 2017-07-12 For over three
decades John Shelton Reed has been minding the South. He is the author or editor of thirteen books
about the region. Despite his disclaimer concerning the formal study of Southern history, Reed has
read widely and in depth about the South. His primary focus is upon Southerners' present-day
culture, but he knows that one must approach the South historically in order to understand the place
and its people. Why is the South so different from the rest of America? Rupert Vance, Reed's
predecessor in sociology at Chapel Hill, once observed that the existence of the South is a triumph of



history over geography and economics. The South has resisted being assimilated by the larger
United States and has kept a personality that is distinctly its own. That is why Reed celebrates the
South. The chapters in this book cover everything from great thinkers about the South—Eugene D.
Genovese, C. Vann Woodward, M. E. Bradford—to the uniqueness of a region that was once a hotbed
of racism, but has recently attracted hundreds of thousands of black people transplanted from the
North. There are also chapters about Southerners who have devoted their talents to politics, soft
drinks, rock and roll, and jewelry design. Reed writes with wit and Southern charm, never afraid to
speak his mind, even when it comes to taking his beloved South to task. While readers may not share
all his opinions, most will agree that John Shelton Reed is one of the best South watchers there is.
  betty white on politics: Political Suicide Erin McHugh, 2016-04-15 Political Suicide is a history
of the best and most interesting missteps, peccadilloes, bad calls, back room hijinks, sordid pasts,
rotten breaks, and just plain dumb mistakes in the annals of American politics. They have tweeted
their private parts to women they're trying to impress. They have gotten caught on tape doing and
saying things they really shouldn't have. They have denied knowing about the underhanded doings
of underlings — only to have a paper trail lead straight back to them. Nowadays, it seems like half of
what we hear about politicians isn't about laws or governing, but is instead coverage focused on
shenanigans, questionable morals, and scandals too numerous to count. And while we shake our
heads in disbelief, we still can't resist poring over the details of these notorious incidents. In Political
Suicide, the foibles of our politicians are brought from the tabloid pages to this entertaining — and
cautionary — tale of American history.
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