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2006 toyota camry fuel economy remains a significant consideration for drivers seeking a reliable mid-sized
sedan that balances performance with efficiency. This model year of the Toyota Camry is well-regarded for
its dependable fuel consumption rates, making it a popular choice among commuters and families alike.
Understanding the fuel economy of the 2006 Toyota Camry involves examining its engine options,
transmission types, and driving conditions that influence mileage. Additionally, insights into EPA ratings
and owner-reported fuel efficiency offer a comprehensive view of what to expect from this vehicle. This
article explores the detailed aspects of the 2006 Toyota Camry’s fuel economy, including comparisons with
competitors, tips to maximize fuel efficiency, and factors affecting real-world performance. The following
sections will address all these points in depth to provide a thorough understanding of the 2006 Toyota
Camry’s fuel economy metrics.

Overview of 2006 Toyota Camry Fuel Economy Ratings

Engine and Transmission Impact on Fuel Efficiency

Real-World Fuel Economy Performance

Comparison with Competitors in the Same Segment

Tips to Improve Fuel Economy for the 2006 Toyota Camry

Factors Affecting Fuel Economy in the 2006 Toyota Camry

Overview of 2006 Toyota Camry Fuel Economy Ratings
The 2006 Toyota Camry offers a range of fuel economy ratings depending on the specific engine and
drivetrain configuration. Official EPA ratings provide a standardized measure of the vehicle’s fuel
consumption for city, highway, and combined driving cycles. The 2006 Camry primarily comes with
either a four-cylinder or V6 engine, each delivering different efficiency outcomes. These figures have
been instrumental in shaping the vehicle’s reputation as an economical choice in the mid-size sedan market.

EPA Fuel Economy Estimates
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) ratings for the 2006 Toyota Camry vary by engine and
transmission type. The four-cylinder models typically achieve higher miles per gallon (MPG) compared to



the V6 variants. Specifically, the 2.4-liter four-cylinder engine paired with a five-speed manual or five-
speed automatic transmission is rated approximately at 21 MPG city, 31 MPG highway, and 25 MPG
combined. On the other hand, the 3.0-liter V6 engine, with a five-speed automatic transmission, posts
slightly lower figures averaging around 19 MPG city, 28 MPG highway, and 22 MPG combined. These
ratings reflect the car’s balanced approach to fuel efficiency and performance.

Fuel Economy by Trim Level
Trim levels also influence the fuel economy of the 2006 Toyota Camry. Base trims with the standard four-
cylinder tend to be more fuel-efficient compared to higher trims equipped with the V6 engine or
additional features that add weight. For example, the LE and CE trims predominantly use the four-
cylinder engine offering better fuel economy, whereas the XLE trims are generally outfitted with the V6
engine, which while providing more power, compromises some fuel efficiency. This distinction helps
buyers choose a model that best matches their fuel economy priorities.

Engine and Transmission Impact on Fuel Efficiency
The fuel economy of the 2006 Toyota Camry is greatly influenced by the engine size and transmission
type. Understanding these technical aspects provides clarity on how the vehicle achieves its reported
mileage and helps predict real-world consumption.

Four-Cylinder Engine Efficiency
The 2.4-liter four-cylinder engine in the 2006 Camry is known for its fuel efficiency and reliability. It
employs an advanced variable valve timing system (VVT-i) that optimizes engine performance and
reduces fuel consumption. This engine balances power output with economical fuel use, making it ideal for
drivers prioritizing fuel economy over raw power. The manual transmission option further enhances
efficiency by providing greater control over gear selection, which can lead to improved MPG when
driven skillfully.

V6 Engine Performance and Consumption
The 3.0-liter V6 engine offers more horsepower and smoother acceleration but at the cost of increased fuel
consumption. This engine is equipped with VVT-i technology as well but naturally consumes more fuel
due to its larger displacement and higher power output. The V6 models typically come with an automatic
transmission, which while convenient, may slightly decrease fuel economy compared to manual
transmissions. Drivers opting for V6 variants should expect a trade-off between performance and fuel
efficiency.



Real-World Fuel Economy Performance
While EPA ratings provide a baseline, actual fuel economy experienced by drivers of the 2006 Toyota
Camry can vary based on numerous real-world factors. Owner reports and independent tests offer insights
into how the vehicle performs under everyday driving conditions.

Typical User Experiences
Many owners report achieving fuel efficiency close to or slightly below EPA estimates, with four-cylinder
models often reaching between 22 to 27 MPG combined in mixed driving scenarios. V6 owners tend to
report combined mileage in the 20 to 23 MPG range. Factors such as driving habits, maintenance routines,
and environmental conditions can significantly influence these figures. Consistent maintenance, such as
timely oil changes and tire pressure monitoring, helps maintain optimal fuel economy.

Driving Conditions and Their Effects
Urban stop-and-go traffic, frequent idling, and short trip distances typically lower fuel efficiency.
Conversely, steady highway driving at moderate speeds tends to maximize the 2006 Toyota Camry fuel
economy. Weather conditions, terrain, and load weight also play key roles in real-world MPG variations.
Understanding these influences enables drivers to better estimate their expected fuel costs and
performance.

Comparison with Competitors in the Same Segment
In the competitive mid-size sedan market of 2006, the Toyota Camry’s fuel economy compares favorably
against similar vehicles. Evaluating its efficiency relative to peers helps contextualize its standing among
alternatives.

Fuel Economy Versus Honda Accord
The 2006 Honda Accord, a primary competitor, offers comparable fuel economy figures with its four-
cylinder and V6 engines. The Accord’s four-cylinder models achieve roughly 21 MPG city and 31 MPG
highway, closely matching the Camry’s performance. However, slight differences in transmission options
and vehicle weight can create minor variations in real-world mileage. Both vehicles are praised for their
fuel efficiency within the segment.



Comparison with Nissan Altima and Ford Fusion
The Nissan Altima and Ford Fusion from the same year also present fuel economy figures in the same
range, with four-cylinder versions generally delivering better mileage than V6 models. The Altima’s four-
cylinder models average near 23 MPG city and 31 MPG highway, slightly edging the Camry in some tests.
The Ford Fusion, being a newer entrant in 2006, offers competitive but slightly lower fuel efficiency due
to its design and engine tuning. Overall, the 2006 Toyota Camry maintains a strong position among these
rivals for fuel economy.

Tips to Improve Fuel Economy for the 2006 Toyota Camry
Enhancing the fuel economy of the 2006 Toyota Camry can be achieved through several practical
measures. Implementing these strategies helps drivers maximize mileage and reduce fuel expenses.

Regular Maintenance: Keeping the engine tuned, changing oil regularly, and replacing air filters
ensures efficient engine operation.

Proper Tire Inflation: Maintaining recommended tire pressure reduces rolling resistance and
improves fuel efficiency.

Smooth Driving Habits: Avoiding rapid acceleration and excessive idling conserves fuel.

Reducing Vehicle Load: Removing unnecessary weight from the car decreases fuel consumption.

Using Recommended Fuel: Filling up with the manufacturer-recommended octane level optimizes
engine performance.

Limiting Use of Air Conditioning: Minimizing AC use when possible can improve mileage.

Factors Affecting Fuel Economy in the 2006 Toyota Camry
Several external and internal factors influence the fuel economy of the 2006 Toyota Camry beyond the
engine and transmission specifications. Awareness of these factors is essential for accurate fuel consumption
expectations.



Environmental and Road Conditions
Driving in extreme temperatures, hilly terrains, or heavy traffic can significantly impact fuel efficiency.
Cold weather thickens engine oil and increases rolling resistance, leading to reduced MPG. Similarly, uphill
driving demands more engine power, which consumes more fuel.

Vehicle Condition and Modifications
Wear and tear on components such as spark plugs, oxygen sensors, and fuel injectors can degrade fuel
economy. Modifications like larger tires or aftermarket accessories can also affect aerodynamics and weight,
influencing mileage. Maintaining the vehicle in good mechanical condition is crucial for preserving optimal
fuel economy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average fuel economy of a 2006 Toyota Camry?
The 2006 Toyota Camry has an average fuel economy of approximately 21 miles per gallon (mpg) in the
city and 31 mpg on the highway, depending on the engine and trim level.

Does the 2006 Toyota Camry have different fuel economy ratings for
four-cylinder and V6 engines?
Yes, the 2006 Toyota Camry with a 2.4L four-cylinder engine typically gets around 21 mpg city and 31
mpg highway, while the 3.0L V6 engine averages about 20 mpg city and 29 mpg highway.

How does the fuel economy of the 2006 Toyota Camry compare to newer
models?
The 2006 Toyota Camry's fuel economy is generally lower than newer models, as advancements in engine
technology and hybrid options in recent years have improved fuel efficiency significantly.

What factors can affect the fuel economy of a 2006 Toyota Camry?
Factors such as driving habits, maintenance, tire pressure, load weight, and road conditions can all affect the
fuel economy of a 2006 Toyota Camry.



Is the 2006 Toyota Camry considered fuel-efficient for its class?
Yes, the 2006 Toyota Camry was considered fuel-efficient for a midsize sedan at the time of its release,
offering competitive fuel economy compared to other vehicles in its class.

Additional Resources
1. Maximizing Fuel Efficiency: The 2006 Toyota Camry Guide
This comprehensive guide dives into the fuel economy specifics of the 2006 Toyota Camry. It offers
practical tips on driving habits, maintenance routines, and modifications to enhance gas mileage. Perfect for
owners looking to save money and reduce their environmental impact.

2. The 2006 Toyota Camry Owner’s Manual: Fuel Economy Edition
An in-depth supplement to the original owner's manual, this edition focuses solely on fuel efficiency. It
explains the technology behind the Camry’s engine and fuel system, along with troubleshooting common
efficiency problems. A must-have for any 2006 Camry owner aiming for optimal performance.

3. Eco-Driving Techniques for Your 2006 Toyota Camry
This book teaches drivers how to adopt eco-friendly driving habits specifically tailored to the 2006 Toyota
Camry. It covers acceleration, braking, and speed management to reduce fuel consumption. Readers will
find helpful charts and real-world examples that demonstrate significant fuel savings.

4. Maintenance and Fuel Economy: Keeping Your 2006 Toyota Camry Efficient
Focusing on regular maintenance, this book outlines how routine checks and timely repairs impact fuel
economy in the 2006 Camry. It includes schedules for oil changes, tire care, and engine tune-ups to keep
the vehicle running smoothly. Ideal for DIY enthusiasts and those looking to extend their car’s lifespan.

5. Comparing Fuel Economy: 2006 Toyota Camry vs. Competitors
This title offers a detailed comparison of the 2006 Toyota Camry’s fuel efficiency against other midsize
sedans from the same era. It analyzes EPA ratings, real-world mileage, and driving conditions. Helpful for
buyers considering used cars or those interested in automotive efficiency trends.

6. Fuel Economy Upgrades for the 2006 Toyota Camry
A practical manual for owners interested in aftermarket modifications to improve fuel economy. This book
explores options like aerodynamic enhancements, fuel additives, and tire replacements that can boost the
Camry’s mileage. It also discusses cost-benefit analyses of various upgrades.

7. The Science Behind the 2006 Toyota Camry’s Fuel Economy
Delving into engineering and design, this book explains how the 2006 Camry achieves its fuel economy
figures. Topics include engine technology, transmission design, and weight reduction strategies. A perfect
read for automotive students and enthusiasts curious about vehicle efficiency.



8. Driving Patterns and Fuel Economy: Insights from 2006 Toyota Camry Owners
Based on surveys and interviews, this book presents real-life data on how different driving behaviors affect
the fuel economy of the 2006 Camry. It highlights common mistakes and best practices shared by
experienced drivers. Great for those wanting to learn from peer experiences.

9. Environmental Impact and Fuel Economy: The 2006 Toyota Camry’s Role
This book contextualizes the fuel economy of the 2006 Camry within broader environmental concerns. It
discusses emissions, fuel consumption, and sustainability efforts related to this model. Suitable for readers
interested in the intersection of automotive technology and environmental responsibility.
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unter weltweit unterschiedlichen wirtschaftlichen Rahmenbedingungen. Das Referenzwerk
behandelt neun Hauptbereiche: (1) Motoren: Grundlagen; (2) Motoren: Design; (3) Hybrid- und
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Zugängliches Nachschlagewerk für Jungingenieure und Studenten, die die technologischen
Grundlagen besser verstehen und ihre Kenntnisse erweitern möchten. - Wertvolle Verweise auf
Detailinformationen und Forschungsergebnisse aus der technischen Literatur. - Entwickelt in
Zusammenarbeit mit der FISITA, der Dachorganisation nationaler Automobil-Ingenieur-Verbände
aus 37 Ländern und Vertretung von über 185.000 Ingenieuren aus der Branche. - Erhältlich als stets
aktuelle Online-Ressource mit umfassenden Suchfunktionen oder als Print-Ausgabe in sechs Bänden
mit über 4.000 Seiten. Ein wichtiges Nachschlagewerk für Bibliotheken und Informationszentren in
der Industrie, bei Forschungs- und Schulungseinrichtungen, Fachgesellschaften,
Regierungsbehörden und allen Ingenieurstudiengängen. Richtet sich an Fachingenieure und
Techniker aus der Industrie, Studenten höherer Semester und Studienabsolventen, Forscher,
Dozenten und Ausbilder, Branchenanalysen und Forscher.
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2007-09-04 The environmental movement and rising awareness of global warming have sparked an
interest in green living. People want to know what they can do to live sustainable lives. In this book,
you will find an overview of global warming and environmental degradation of air, water, soil; what
sustainable living is and how to do it; how to cut down on carbon output (the cause of global
warming) with alternative cars and fuels; and environmentally friendly home and lawn care
products.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Environmentally Conscious Transportation Myer Kutz,
2008-03-03 The fifth volume of the Wiley Series in Environmentally Conscious Engineering,
Environmentally Conscious Transportation provides a foundation for understanding and
implementing methods for reducing the environmental impact of a wide range of transportation
modes, from private automobiles (with a separate chapter on biofuels) to heavy trucks and buses to
rail and public transportation systems to aircraft. Each chapter has been written by one or more
experts who, based on their hands-on field experience, present relevant practical and analytic
techniques for enhancing the integrity and reliability of transportation vehicles and infrastructure,
as well as for measuring and limiting the pollution caused by transportation activities. Moreover, the
book explains how to satisfy key business objectives, such as maximizing profits, while meeting
environmental objectives.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2010-2011 Phil
Edmonston, 2010-05-11 The automotive maven and former Member of Parliament might be the most
trusted man in Canada, an inverse relationship to the people he writes about. – The Globe and Mail
Lemon-Aid shows car and truck buyers how to pick the cheapest and most reliable vehicles from the
past 30 years of auto production. This brand-new edition of the bestselling guide contains updated
information on secret service bulletins that can save you money. Phil describes sales and service
scams, lists which vehicles are factory goofs, and sets out the prices you should pay. As Canada’s
automotive Dr. Phil for over 40 years, Edmonston pulls no punches. His Lemon-Aid is more potent
and provocative than ever.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Green Technologies and the Mobility Industry Andrew
Brown, 2010-11-16 This book features 20 SAE technical papers, originally published in 2009 and
2010, which showcase how the mobility industry is developing greener products and staying
responsive - if not ahead of - new standards and legal requirements. These papers were selected by
SAE International's 2010 President Dr. Andrew Brown Jr., Executive Director and Chief Technologist
for Delphi Corporation. Authored by international experts from both industry and academia, they
cover a wide range of cutting-edge subjects including powertrain electrification, alternative fuels,
new emissions standards and remediation strategies, nanotechnology, sustainability, in-vehicle
networking, and how various countries are also stepping up to the green challenge. Green
Technologies and the Mobility Industry also offers additional useful information: the most recent
Delphi Worldwide Emissions Standards booklets, which will be shipped with the print version of this
title, or as part of the PDF download, if you purchase the ebook version. Exclusive Multimedia
Package Watch Dr. Andrew Brown, Jr. describe the new trends in green mobility. Download a free
SAE presentation on green technologies and the mobility industry. Challenging times: an interview
with Dr. Andrew Brown, Jr. Buy the Set and Save! This book is the first in the trilogy from SAE on
Safe, Green and Connected vehicles in the mobility industry edited by Dr. Andrew Brown, Jr. This
trilogy can be purchased in a combination of the following sets: Green Technologies and Active
Safety in the Mobility Industry Green Technologies and Connectivity in the Mobility Industry Active
Safety and Connectivity in the Mobility Industry Buy the Entire 3 Volume Set to Save the Most!
Green, Safe & Connected: The Future of Mobility
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Value Driven Product Planning and Systems Engineering
Harry E. Cook, Luke A. Wissmann, 2007-08-28 Engineers and scientists often need to sell an
innovative idea for a new product or a new product improvement to top management. Sometimes
their tendency is to focus on the WOW! of the new technology at the expense of making a convincing
business case. When the new technology represents a large cost reduction, there will be much less



of a problem in convincing management to approve the project if the investment level is acceptable.
The major rub comes when the new feature or technology is an improvement in customer value that
also generates an increase in cost. This makes the sell difficult in spite of the fact that many of the
inventive products available today are widely used because they provide very high value in relation
to their added cost. Engineers and scientists also occupy product planning positions where they
need to be constantly scanning ideas for improving value that come both from inside and outside the
company to see if they make sense to incorporate in a future product. At the same time they need to
anticipate what their major competitors are likely to do to improve their next generation of product.
These problems are exacerbated in today’s global economy because the number of competitors has
increased markedly in many product segments and there are many technological alternatives
available for consideration. The problem of anticipating the moves of your major competitor is
particularly challenging because most firms keep plans very secure. The engineer as product
planner must learn to think like its major competitor using customer value as a guide. Value Driven
Product Planning and Systems Engineering provides essential support for engineers and scientists
who are required to make realistic business cases for new innovative product concepts.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Fuel Cell Hybrid EVs Ronald K Jurgen, 2010-11-29 With
production and planning for new electric vehicles gaining momentum worldwide, this book – the fifth
in a series of five volumes on this subject – provides engineers and researchers with perspectives on
the most current and innovative developments regarding electric and hybrid-electric vehicle
technology, design considerations, and components. This book features 14 SAE technical papers,
published from 2008 through 2010, that look at innovative engineering approaches to meeting the
major technological challenges associated with fuel cells. Topics covered include: Advances in
powertrain systems for fuel cell vehicles Diagnostic design processes for developmental vehicles
Application of two fuel cells in hybrid electric vehicles Research and design of a centrifugal
compressor for fuel cell turbocharger The future of fuel cell hybrid EVs
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2011-2012 Phil
Edmonston, 2011-04-25 A guide to buying a used car or minivan features information on the
strengths and weaknesses of each model, a safety summary, recalls, warranties, and service tips.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Advances in Turbocharged Racing Engines Alberto
Boretti, 2019-03-07 Racing continues to provide the preeminent directive for advancing powertrain
development for automakers worldwide. Formula 1, World Rally, and World Endurance
Championship all provide engineering teams the most demanding and rigorous testing opportunities
for the latest engine and technology designs. Turbocharging has seen significant growth in the
passenger car market after years of development on racing circuits. Advances in Turbocharged
Racing Engines combines ten essential SAE technical papers with introductory content from the
editor on turbocharged engine use in F1, WRC, and WEC-recognizing how forced induction in racing
has impacted production vehicle powertrains. Topics featured in this book include: Fundamental
aspects of design and operation of turbocharged engines Electric turbocharger usage in F1
Turbocharged engine research by Toyota, SwRI and US EPA, Honda, and Caterpillar This book
provides a historical and relevant insight into research and development of racing engines. The goal
is to provide the latest advancements in turbocharged engines through examples and case studies
that will appeal to engineers, executives, instructors, students, and enthusiasts alike.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: The Car Book 2006 Jack Gillis, Amy Curran, David
Iberkleid, 2003
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: ITF Round Tables The Cost and Effectiveness of
Policies to Reduce Vehicle Emissions International Transport Forum, 2008-12-17 This Round
Table investigates the effectiveness and costs of various mitigation options in road transport, and
discusses the distribution of abatement efforts across sectors of the economy.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2009-2010 Phil
Edmonston, 2009-02-16 For the first time in one volume, Phil Edmonston, Canada’s automotive “Dr.
Phil,” covers all used vehicles, packing this guide with insider tips to help the consumer make the



safest and cheapest choice possible from cars and trucks of the past 25 years.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Automobile Year 2006/07 Ian Norris, 2006-12 Published
for more than 50 years, this annual covers the year's main motoring events, from Formula One to the
latest styling studies and concept cars, and takes an overview of the period it has chronicled.
Famous photographers look back and select their favourite images from more than five decades of
racing.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Plunkett's Automobile Industry Almanac: Automobile, Truck
and Specialty Vehicle Industry Market Research, Statistics, Trends & Leading Companies Jack W.
Plunkett, 2007-10 Provides information on the truck and specialty vehicles business, including:
automotive industry trends and market research; mergers, acquisitions, globalization; automobile
manufacturers; truck makers; makers of specialty vehicles such as RVs; automobile loans, insurance
and other financial services; dealerships; and, components manufacturers.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Global Climate Change and U.S. Law Michael Gerrard,
2007 This comprehensive, current examination of U.S. law as it relates to global climate change
begins with a summary of the factual and scientific background of climate change based on
governmental statistics and other official sources. Subsequent chapters address the international
and national frameworks of climate change law, including the Kyoto Protocol, state programs
affected in the absence of a mandatory federal program, issues of disclosure and corporate
governance, and the insurance industry. Also covered are the legal aspects of other efforts, including
voluntary programs, emissions trading programs, and carbon sequestration.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Big Green Purse Diane Maceachern, 2008-02-28 Read
Diane McEachern's posts on the Penguin Blog. Protecting our environment is one of the biggest
issues facing our planet today. But how do we solve a problem that can seem overwhelming-even
hopeless? As Diane MacEachern argues in Big Green Purse, the best way to fight the industries that
pollute the planet, thereby changing the marketplace forever, is to mobilize the most powerful
consumer force in the world-women. MacEachern's message is simple but revolutionary. If women
harness the power of their purse and intentionally shift their spending money to commodities that
have the greatest environmental benefit, they can create a cleaner, greener world. Spirited and
informative, this book: - targets twenty commodities-cars, cosmetics, coffee, food, paper products,
appliances, cleansers, and more-where women's dollars can make a dramatic difference; - provides
easy-to-follow guidelines and lists so women can choose the greenest option regardless of what
they're buying, along with recommended companies they should support; - encourages women to
spend wisely by explaining what's worth the premium price some green products cost, what's not,
and when they shouldn't spend money at all; and - differentiates between products that are actually
green and those that are simply marketed as ecofriendly. Whether readers want to start with small
changes or are ready to devote the majority of their budget to green products, MacEachern offers
concrete and immediate ways that women can take action and make a difference. Empowering and
enlightening, Big Green Purse will become the green shopping bible for women everywhere who are
asking, What can I do?
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Runner's World , 2007-06 Runner's World magazine aims
to help runners achieve their personal health, fitness, and performance goals, and to inspire them
with vivid, memorable storytelling.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Faster, Higher, Farther Jack Ewing, 2017-05-23 “A rich
history of a company whose cars, for better and worse, have touched millions of lives, a character
study of a brilliant but deeply flawed leader, and a case study in how a corporate culture can turn
toxic.” —Bethany McLean, New York Times Book Review Faster, Higher, Farther chronicles a
corporate scandal that rivals those at Enron and Lehman Brothers—one that will cost Volkswagen
more than $22 billion in fines and settlements. Through meticulous reporting, New York Times
correspondent Jack Ewing documents why VW felt compelled to install “defeat devices” in diesel
vehicles that unlawfully lowered CO2 levels during emissions testing, and how the fraud was
committed, covered up, and finally detected. Faster, Higher, Farther is a briskly written account of



unrivaled corporate greed. Updated with the latest information and a new afterword by the author.
  2006 toyota camry fuel economy: Transitions to Alternative Transportation Technologies
National Research Council, Division on Engineering and Physical Sciences, Board on Energy and
Environmental Systems, Committee on Assessment of Resource Needs for Fuel Cell and Hydrogen
Technologies, 2008-11-17 Hydrogen fuel cell vehicles (HFCVs) could alleviate the nation's
dependence on oil and reduce U.S. emissions of carbon dioxide, the major greenhouse gas.
Industry-and government-sponsored research programs have made very impressive technical
progress over the past several years, and several companies are currently introducing
pre-commercial vehicles and hydrogen fueling stations in limited markets. However, to achieve wide
hydrogen vehicle penetration, further technological advances are required for commercial viability,
and vehicle manufacturer and hydrogen supplier activities must be coordinated. In particular, costs
must be reduced, new automotive manufacturing technologies commercialized, and adequate
supplies of hydrogen produced and made available to motorists. These efforts will require
considerable resources, especially federal and private sector funding. This book estimates the
resources that will be needed to bring HFCVs to the point of competitive self-sustainability in the
marketplace. It also estimates the impact on oil consumption and carbon dioxide emissions as
HFCVs become a large fraction of the light-duty vehicle fleet.
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